m just 2a Minutes? Bund your own Web Page We Shaw You How!! 







Introducing Microsoft FrontPage. 

The easy and fast way to create and 
manage your Web site. 



Creating your Web site used to be difficult and time- 
consuming, but that’s a thing of the past. Now, 


Microsoft* FrontPage " takes the mystery out of Web site 
creation and management. With easy-to-use function¬ 
ality that makes creating tables and frames as easy as 
clicking your mouse, no code will stand in the way 
of you and your Web site. And because the FrontPage 
Web authoring and management tool incorporates the 
familiar interface of Microsoft Office for Windows 95, it 
works just like the tools and programs you already know. 


Create exciting Web sites 


Microsoft FrontPage gets you up and running fast. 

With the help of Wizards and templates, you can create 
unique individual pages or Web sites for an intranet or 
the Internet easily. And with WebBot " components, 
you can add great features like forms, full-text searches, 
and other interactive functions so your site will really 
come to life. 











Management made easy. 



Web sites are dynamic and now you can 
/* to your site on the fly. Microsoft’s 

gives you the tools you need to manage 
Whether using the Outline view to see a 
representation of your site or utilizing the 
Backlink to easily update your broken links, 
organizing, and rearranging a Web site just 
get any easier. 

And finally, with the Frontpage Server 
you can host your Web site on Web servers running 
on the Microsoft Windows® 95 operating system, 
Microsoft Windows NT,® or several varieties of UNIX. 

New Microsoft Frontpage. The best tool for creating and 
managing professional Web sites without programming. 


Kuvij U'llcicacu l : icuiL : sjre Is uevi avail; 
Call l&JC) hSC-ShOC let ilia iiama cl r 
Ci vtati uvai.iulacscii.ccm, ncuijia^ 


’Registered owners of any Microsoft Office for Windows 95 product are eligible for a $40 rebate! 
rights reserved. Microsoft, Windows and Windows NT are registered trademarks and Frontpage, WebBot 
a registered trademark in the U.S. and other countries. ' 
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Earl the printer sure is going to miss you. 








^^7 Your days of running to Earl at all hours are over. Thanks to the Canon 
Convertible" Color Printer, the MultiPASS” C2500. It’s the only way to bring 
home brilliant color Bubble Jet” printing, plain paper faxing, copying and 


scanning. All in one solid machine, backed by our 24-hour InstantExchange 
warranty program. It even has exclusive Canon® Creative software. So you and 
the kids can do lots of imaginative things. Want to know more? See our lM 
web site, http://www.ccsi.canon.com or call 1-800-848-4123, Ext. 904. 

Hey, you can still keep in touch with old Earl. Just send him a fax. 



Canon 


>1996 Canon Computer Systems, li 









ESCAPE! 


Tired of forgetting peoples names and 
numbers? Just scan business cards into 
PaperPort, and its CardScan SE™ software 
automatically creates a file of your business 
contacts—all on your personal computer. 


It can scan thousands of words 
in minutes—from virtually any 
type of document. Reports. Memos. 
Letters. Then PaperPort ix's inte¬ 
grated TextBridge™ OCR software 
converts these words to digital 
format so they can be edited 



PAPERPORT ix MAKES 
SMART ARCHIVES 

Imagine never having 
to rummage to find an 
important slip of paper: 
PaperPort lets you create 
archives of critical 
documents—receipts, 
news clippings (up to 
30 inches long], invoices, 
even those love notes 
from the 7th grade. 


Clocks 

TO SEE HOW EFFICIENT 
OUR PAPERPORT ix IS, 


in at 10,000 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS FEED 
IT A PIECE OF PAPER. 
































































PAPERPORT ix MAKES IT 
EASY TO FILL OUT FORMS 

Whether you're filling out 
an insurance form or a |ob 
application, just drag your 
scanned form onto our 
FormTyper™ icon. Like magic, 
it brings up the form on your 
computer and finds all the 
fields you need to fill out. 

All you have to do is tab 
from field to field, and type. 




PAPERPORT ix LETS YOU SEND 
PAPER OVER THE INTERNET 

Yep. That's right. PaperPort ix 
comes with Netscape Navigator,™ 
free. Which means you can use 
PaperPort ix to scan a document, 
send it to people over the 
Internet, and they can view it 
on their computer—instantly. It's 
even cheaper—and a lot more 
private—than faxing. 



PAPERPORT ix IN 

THREE EASY STEPS 

1. Feed in a document. 
In as quick as two 
seconds, its scanned.. 

2. Drag and drop it 
onto one of 100 
popular applications. 


3. Edit, copy, print, 
© email, fax, file, or 



I NTR O D U C I N G 


PaperPort ix 


PAPERPORT ix TURNS YOUR 
PRINTER INTO A COPIER, AND 
YOUR PC INTO A FAX MACHINE 

Save desk space—not to 
mention dollars. Scan a docu¬ 
ment into PaperPort and print it 
from your personal computer. 

Or save your paper and fax it, 
using your modem. 

TAKE A MINUTE TO CHECK IT OUT: 

1-800-787-7007, ext. 107 
http://www.visioneer.com 
Or contact an authorized reseller. 


Can't bear to part with your current 
keyboard? Then check out the 
PaperPort Vx.™ It's sleek, and it fits 
between your monitor and keyboard. 

V I S I O N E E R 

Circle 242 on reader service card. 


words per minute 


* 


PAPERPORT i. 


'So you can clock out early. 





























































Eat your competitors for 
lunch! Boost your bottom 
line! We have everything you 
need to build the perfect Web 
site—quickly and easily. 


£ — --o Got 20 minutes? Create your own 

Web page—now it’s simple! We also test the top Web publishers and give you the 
lowdown on how to hire a custom Web designer to do it for you. 112 

200 Killer Web Tools The complete Webmaster toolkit: cool browser 

plug-ins, the best 3-D graphics editors, easy Java programming tools, powerful 
Web servers, streaming audio and video authoring add-ins, and tons more! 131 



Sweet Seventeen 

Finally there’s no excuse to 
settle for less than a 17-inch 
monitor. Today’s high- 
resolution displays let you 
see what you’ve been 
missing in Windows—and 
they cost less than you’d 
expect! 155 



Instant Windows 95 Expert 

Ever wonder if the only thing missing from 
Windows 95 is a do-it-yourself lobotomy 
kit? Don’t despair. Ed Bott uncovers tons of 
productivity tips and tricks to make you an 
instant Windows 95 expert. 163 
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New! 


Sneak Previews The 

battle of the browsers: 
Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 3.0 vs. 
Netscape Navigator 3.0. 
Which one owns the 
future of the Net? 66 



Hardware 

66 Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 3.0 vs. 
Netscape Navigator 3.0 
69 Compaq Armada 4100 
Ultraslim and portable. 

73 Dell Dimension XPS 
P200s, Micron Millennia 
P200, Polywell Poly 
P5200IP5 200MHz 
Pentium bargains. 

74 Hewlett-Packard 
Laserjet5 

76 Gateway 2000 

Destination D5-166 
76 MicroNet 

ADV2600MOE vs. 
Pinnacle Micro Vertex 
78 NEC MultiSpin 6V 
78 Diamond Supra 

NetCommander ISDN 


80 U.S. Robotics 

Megahertz AllPoints 
Wireless PC Card 

80 NEC Superscript 860 

Software 

85 Symantec Norton 
NT Tools 1.0 

86 Macromedia Extreme 3D 
vs. Ray Dream Studio 

88 Symantec FormFlow 
2.0, JetForm Design, 
Caere OmniForm 2.0 
Internet 

93 Charles Schwab 
e.Schwab vs. E-Trade 

94 Performance 
Technology Instant 
Internet, Farallon 
Netopia Internet 
Router, Trancell 
Systems WebRamp 


Connection 4.0 

96 White Pine Enhanced 
CU-SeeMee 2.01 

38 Pulse Digital video disc 
drives, Java viruses. 

43 The A-List Editors’top 
picks in 50 categories. 

48 Internet A-list 
101 CD-RON Reviews of 
new CD games. 

28 www.pccomputing.com 
259 Direct to You/ 

System Shortlist 
283 Marketplace 
312 Ad Index 
315 Product Index 


Soho 

Secret Weapons Save space, time, 
and money with new all-in-one 
printer/fax/scanner/copiers. Plus, put 
your business presentations on the 
Web, watch TV on your PC, track your 
office Net time, and create and edit 
your own Web graphics. 305 

31 Mail 

57 Paul Somerson 
59 John C. Dvorak 


Opinion 


Internet 


Section 



PC Computing's 
guide to the best 
new products, trends, and business 
resources on the Internet. 


318 Find It Faster New breakthroughs 
make Web search engines smarter. 

320 Cool Tools Reviews of the newest 
browsers, search tools, and plug-ins. 

325 WWW @ Work Get a loan, manage 
your money, or visit the IRS. 


63 Wendy Taylor 
and Marty Jerome 


326 Internet Expert How newsgroups 
work—and how they work for you. 
328 Net Kahuna Site-seeing with 
master surfer Ron White. 


330 HotList Close encounters with 
Steven Spielberg’s bookmark list. 
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Windows 95 Buyers’ Guide 

PC Computing’s guide to new 
Windows utilities and 
applications for the office 
and home. 

191 HiJaak Graphics Suite 95 
191 Connections 
198 ASAP WordPower 1.95 
198 Photoimpact 3.0 
204 Financial Tune-Up Get 
your business on track. 
204 The Plains & Santa Fe 
Collections 

212 Exploring Word Pro 96 
212 Tony La Russa Baseball 3: 
1996 Edition 

220 WinWay Resume 4.0 
220 Natural Stress Relief Get 
in touch with yourself. 
228 Visual Staff Scheduler Pro 
228 3D Movie Maker Direct 
your own productions. 
236 The Internet for Dummies 
Starter Kit 

236 Totally Twisted After Dark 
Screen Saver 
244 Maps and Data for 

Microsoft Office 95 Put 
your data on the map. 
244 Multimedia Dogs 2.0 
252 Flow Charting PDQ 
252 EarthTime 2.0 



Usability Approved It s 

fast and cheap—but will it 
get the job done? Only 
products that meet or beat 
the high standards of our 
Usability Labs earn this seal. 



Online Extras Get hundreds 
of freebies, bug fixes, and 
other bonuses from our Web 
site (www.pccomputing.com), 
CompuServe, Microsoft 
Network, or America Online 
when you see this seal. 


PCCOMPUTING.COM 














CRITICS CALLED IT “VIRTUALLY FLAWLESS, 


“...great picture quality, advanced 
features, and top-notch support... 



Introducing the MultiSync® XV+™ Series Monitors. Upgraded, 
refined, and with new features that give you more control over 
your screen and practically all monitor functions. 

Both the MultiSync XV15+™ and the MultiSync XV17+™ deliver the 
Designedfor sharp detail, bright colors and crystal clear images 


you’ve come to expect. Only, now, you’ll notice enhanced contrast and 
even less glare, thanks to our unique OptiClear™ screen surface. 

Because front-mounted digital controls were so popular on 
the MultiSync XV17,™ we’ve added them to the MultiSync XV15+. So 
now both XV+ monitors allow for quick and easy image adjustments. 


Microsoft 

Windows 95 


with permission, FamilyPC Magazine, (June ’95) 
95 logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft 














Plug and Play Compatibility 
for Windows 95 


OptiClear Screen Surface 


Lets you simplify 
installation. 


Enhances contrast while also 
eliminating glare. 


Front-mounted digital controls 
on the MultiSync XV15+ 


Now both the XV15+ and XV17+ allow 
for quick and easy image adjustments. 


In addition to PC and Macintosh® compatibility, the MultiSync XV+ 
Series features Plug and Play compatibility for Windows® 95. So you’ll 
eqjoy optimized display performance as well as simplified installation. 

The MultiSync XV+ Series also delivers the quality and reliability 
you expect from NEC, and is backed by a 3-year limited warranty. 


The new MultiSync XV+ Series from NEC. Once “virtually” 
flawless, now just plain flawless. To learn more about the XV+ Series, 
call 1-800-NEC-INFO. For information via fax, call 1-800-366-0476 and 
request catalog #1. Or feel free to contact us on the Internet at 



Key #95104. 














INTRODUCING THE NEC MULTISPIN® 8X 
CD-ROM READER. 

Looking for a quick way to retrieve data? How 
does 1200kb/sec data transfer rate and 140ms 
access speed sound? The fact is, there’s no faster 
way to get applications running than with the NEC 
MultiSpin 8X CD-ROM reader. 

Of course, our MultiSpin 8X readers offer 
more than just speed. You’ll also get Easy ROM 
Update’” technology' which adds security to your 
investment by letting you easily update to new 
standards. What’s more, you’ll find Windows'95 
Plug and Play, PC and Mac* compatibility, ease-of- 
use, and a one year limited warranty. So get 
yourself an NEC MultiSpin 8X CD-ROM reader. 
After that, you’ll have no problem finishing off 
those hefty portions of data. 

For more information, call 1-800-NEC-INFO 
or reach us via FastFacts™ at 1-800-366-0476 
and request document #237801. 

| Visit NEC’s new web site at http://www.nec.com | 


SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE: 



Circle 238 on reader service card. 
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APC’s 

Surge Arrest® 
Notebook... 



...saving the 
world millions - 
one laptop at 
a time! 

I mb *’ ast year, a leading 
HR insurer counted almost 
V- a billion dollars in note- 
book equipment fried, 
drowned, lost or stolen. APC’s 
SurgeArrest Notebook keeps you 
out of the frying pan, and the fire. 
On the road, you fear the power 
in hotels and offices: It can wipe 
out your expensive equipment in 
an instant. New, faster modems, 


power on phone lines, 
may leave you pulling 
out hair or mourning 
dead hardware. 


APC’s compact size SurgeArrest 
Notebook stops bad power from 
wreaking havoc on your notebook 
PC and its modem. Backed by a 3 
year $3,500 equipment protection 
policy, its no wonder APC protects 
more computers than all others 
combined. For info, call 1-800- 
800-4APC, ask 

c , . Available at: 

tor part number - , ,,. - 

PNotcl. 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

http://www.apcc.com 
Circle 125 on reader service card. 
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INTRODUCING THE $500* NEC SUPERSCRIPT™860 
LASER PRINTER. When it comes to computer equipment, 
small business owners expect to get a lot more than they 
pay for. And that’s exactly what the NEC Superscript 860 
delivers. For about $500, it offers outstanding 600 dpi 
resolution, as well as features you’d normally find on 
printers costing twice as much. 

Say you’ve got a proposal due the next day. The 
Superscript 860 can quickly print everything from your 

C, C?tT COMPUSA ESI 


- 8 pages per minute 

- True 600 dpi with NEC 
Sharp Edge Technolog) 

- Adobe Memory Booster" 

- Windows“ 95, 

Windows’- 3. lx and DOS 

- FREE Internet In 
A Box " software 

- 200-sheet paper capacity 

- Proof sheet (n-up) printing 

- Custom watermark 
capabilities 

- 2-year overnigfit warranty 

- Plus much more 


transparencies to a special proof sheet that lets you lay 
out your entire proposal. We’ve even included our 
Solutions CD to help you make your documents look as 
professional as possible. Plus, the Superscript 860 comes 
with an overnight replacement warranty’ and it’s the first 
printer to offer Adobe 1 PrintGear™ technology. 

Just call 1-800-NEG-INFO to find out more about the 
NEC Superscript 860. The perfect laser printer for those 
whose expectations are higher than their budget. 

SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE.™ 



on via fax, call NEC FastFacts™ at 1-800-366-0476 and request document #778600. Superscript. FastFacts 
d registered marks are property of their respective owners. © 1996 NEC Technologies, Inc. Key #99643 


| Visit our new web site at http://www.nec.com | 
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world’s 
best color 

ink jet printer. 

Right here. 

In black and 
white. 

And 


Cyan. 


Yellow. 


THE EPSON STYLUS PRO. 
What makes it the world's best? 
Advantages like true 720 x 720 
dpi and Microdot technology for 
dazzling Photo Quality color print¬ 
ing on any media. Superior inkjet 
technology for a cleaner, more con¬ 
sistent dot pattern. And exclusive 
features like optional internal 
Ethernet and Adobe- PostScript* 
Level 2 with Pantone* Calibrated” 
approved colors. For about $ 459 . 
So now it's easy for all your 
documents to be seen in their 
best light. Not to mention color. 



POSTSCRIPT Vis 

















You make your document smart-our 720x720 dpi Photo"Quality color will make it brilliant. 


YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 


EPSON 


color: 



























Shouldn’t 
Your Virus 
Protection 
Be This 
Easy? 

(we think so) 




^ > 


(800)932-5566 

Get PC-cillin 95 Today! 


"Ifyou’re bokingfor a way to l/TOUChStOne - 

""it quickly and automatically .. 


to a variety of virus threats, bok 

no farther than PC-cillin 95. ” 2 124 Main St. . Huntington Beach • CA 92648 

-PCMagazine (714) 969-7746 • http://www.checkit.com 

Copyright © 1996 Touchstone 


\ TREND 


It’s true. Many of todays anti-virus programs are 
so confusing, you practically have to be a rocket 
scientist to figure out how to make them work. But 
don’t get mad - get automatic with PC-cillin 95®! 

PC-cillin 95 is the only anti-virus program that 
protects your computer without having to be told 
what to do every step of the way. It guards your 
entire system, updates your protection, and 
removes viruses - all AUTOMATICALLY! It’s like having a built-in virus 
expert right inside your PC. 

PC-cillin 95’s power is unmatched - it knows exacdy how to handle 
Windows® 95 and the Internet. The program’s Smart Monitor™ makes sure 
that every single virus threat is being watched continuously, including 
Internet e-mail, on-line services, networks and floppy disks. 

To update your protection, just click a button and PC-cillin 95 automatically 
downloads the latest pattern file update for you. And if you ever find a virus, 
PC-cillin 95’s Clean Wizard™ will remove it for you step-by-step. No other 
anti-virus is so advanced, so comprehensive - and so easy to use. 

So don’t waste valuable time trying to figure out a complicated anti-virus 
program. Get automatic virus protection with PC-cillin 95! 


X\ 
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THE NEW WINBOOK FX 

MAXIMUM SPECS 



16MB EDO RAM Standard 
-up to 40MB total 

Super-fast EDO RAM on 
board and a second bank 
for expansion. User 


12-cell Lithium Ion Battery 

4 more cells than most notebooks plus 52 ’ 
mean longer on-the-road computing with 
enough battery life to run your CD-ROM. 


Slot 

PCI Local Bus PCMCIA 
controller to accommodate 
both type II and type III for a 
greater variety of options 


gentium 


Pick your pointing device: a standard dual-button 
pointing stick or optional touchpad (pictured) 


SoundBlaster compatible sound for 
a complete multimedia experience 


WINBOOK FX STANDARD FEATURES 

• 16-BIT SOUNDBLASTER 
COMPATIBLE STEREO 
SOUND 

• 1MB VIDEO RAM 


• POWER-SAVING INTEL® 
PENTIUM® NOTEBOOK CHIP 

• 11.3'SUPER VGA ACTIVE 
MATRIX COLOR DISPLAY 

• 3.5’1.44MB DISKETTE 
DRIVE MODULE 

• 4X CD-ROM MODULE 
•28.8 INTERNAL FAX MODEM 

• 6.8 POUNDS (WITH FDD) 

• 12-CELL 52W LITHIUM 
ION BATTERY 

•32-BIT LOCAL-BUS VIDEO 


■ 256K SYNCBURST CACHE 
'ONE TYPE II AND ONE 
TYPE III PCMCIA SLOT 
' INTEGRATED DUAL¬ 
BUTTON POINTING STICK, 
OPTIONAL TOUCHPAD 
■PARALLEL, SERIAL, PS/2, 
INFRARED AND GAME PORT 


WinBook FK 

T he new WinBook FX combines the maxi¬ 
mum features in a high-quality, best 
value notebook, and continues the award¬ 
winning tradition of WinBook Computers. 


• POWER-SAVING 100MHZ 
INTEL® PENTIUM® CHIP 

• 16MB EDO RAM 

• 810MB REMOVABLE HDD 

• PLUS STANDARD FEATURES 


• POWER-SAVING 133MHZ 
INTEL® PENTIUM® CHIP 

• 16MB EDO RAM 

• 1.3GB REMOVABLE HDD 

• PLUS STANDARD FEATURES 


$3599 $3999 


WinBook 


COMPUTER CORPORATION 

a subsidiary of Micro Electronics, Inc. 


1 - 800 - 254-7806 

Monday-Friday, 8am-9pm EST • Saturday, 9am-4pm 


©1996 WinBook Computer Corporation. All 


ectronics. Inc. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks of the Intel Corporation 
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28.8 PC Card Modem 
With XJACIC 

Cellular Direct Connect. 
Digital Line Guard. 

Home Office Implosion Avoidance. 



PC Card Ethernet Adapter 
With XjACIC 



28.8 Ethernet-Modem 
With XJACIC 
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It is human nature to want to communicate at 
any time, from anywhere. And in this respect, the 
business traveler is just a bit more human than most. 

With that in mind, Megahertz presents the 28.8 
PC Card Modem. It’s designed to be compatible with 
you and the way you work. 

Our newest innovation, Cellular Direct Connect 
with Cable Sensor, lets you stay connected no matter 
where you are, without configuring hassles. The 
patented XJACK’connector means you’ll never have 
to carry (or lose) another cable for the rest of your 
business-traveling life. And Digital Line Guard 
actually warns you if you’re about to fry your modem 
by plugging into a digital PBX phone line. (We all 
know how bad frying things can be.) 

The end result is you’ll always be in touch. Of 
course, first you’ll need to be in touch with us. Just 
call 1-800-LINKING, ext. 4314. Or find us on the 
Net at www.megahertz.com/patible. 


^Megahertz 

_°by niitobotics 


CvmfwHbit wLtlvjvvC. 


■orp. Megahertz, the Megahertz logo andXJACK are all registered trademarks of US Robotics Mobile Communications Corp. AllPoints and “Compatible 
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A GREAT REVIEW IS 


WORTH REPEATING 



REPRINTS 

No marketing tool has 
more impact than a 
great product review in 
PC Computing. Buyers 
know they can base 
buying decisions on 
PC Computing reviews 
because our labs, writ¬ 
ers and editors can be 
trusted to be thorough, 
fair and impartial in their 
testing and reporting. 

Get the most value out 
of your review with 
reprints. Hand them out 
at a trade show. Send 
them to your mailing 
list. Provide them to dis¬ 
tributors. Add them to a 
press release or a mail¬ 
ing to your stockhold¬ 
ers. Ziff-Davis reprints 
make it simple and 
affordable. And if you 
customize your reprint 
you will increase the 
value even more. Call 
Ziff - Davis Reprints at m 

800 - 825 - 4237 . 


PCComputing 
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Affordable printers equipped with Adobe PrintGear are ready for anything you want to throw at them. 
Watch PrintGear help the new NEC Superscript 860 do more and do it faster than any printer in its class. 
For more information about Adobe PrintGear call 1-800-833-6687 ext. G6879. 
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Center Stage, Monte Carlo. 


Meet the Monte Carlo notebook from Fujitsu. Multimedia tools for the road or office. 

It s your presentation. Your chance to steal the show. Do it with impact, using sound, visuals, and motion. 

The Monte Carlo™ notebook delivers all with remarkable ease, offering the full multimedia capability of a desktop. 

The Monte Carlo notebook is backed by a three-year limited warranty, including 24-hour, 7-day toll-free 
technical assistance. And with optional extended warranties, you can get services such as next-day replacement. 
All from Fujitsu, a $36 billion leader in information technologies with operations in more than 100 countries. 
Fujitsu has earned this position by focusing closely on the consumer and exceeding expectations. 

See for yourself how the Monte Carlo notebook can help you take center stage. 


Up to 133MHz Pentium ® processor, 256K Dynamic sound, quality stereo 

level 2 cache * and up to 16MB expandable EDO speakers, microphone, and MPEC 1 support 
RAM all built on 32-bit PCI bus architecture enhance multimedia presentations 


Advanced six-speed CD-ROM unleashes 
the power of multimedia with sound, 
video, text and graphics 













With up to 12.1" SVGA active-matrix 
color display, and 2MB video RAM, visuals 
are crisp and text is sharp 


PCMCIA slots offer expandability and 
connectivity while an IrDA-compliant port 
provides wireless data transfer 


Three-year limited warranty, 
including 24-hour, 7 days a week, 
toll-free technical support 


can 1-888-4-ON-THE-GO ext.2511 

Visit us at www.fujitsu-pc.com or call QuikFacts fax on demand: 1-800-936-5209 


FufiTSU 

/ PC Corporation 
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Fast Track, Milan. 

Meet the Milan notebook from Fujitsu. High-performance models in a slim design. 

You need to move with power, purpose and speed. These are the attributes you'll find in the Milan" 1 line 
of notebooks. The Milan notebook takes the lead with up to a 133MHz Intel Pentium® processor and expandable EDO 
RAM that handles your work with ease. Its removable lightweight Lithium Ion battery also keeps you going for up 
to 4.5 hours. With premium components and precision manufacturing, the Milan notebook is engineered for mobile comfort. 
The Milan notebook from Fujitsu is backed by a three-year limited warranty, including 24-hour, 7-day toll-free 
technical assistance. All from Fujitsu, a $36 billion global leader in information technologies. So when it comes to 
increasing productivity in your life, let the Milan notebook put you on the fast track. 


Up to 133MHz Intel Pentium processor, 
level 2 cache* and up to 16MB expandable EDO 
RAM all built on 32-bit PCI bus architecture 


SVC A color display offers 
sharp text and graphics displayed 
in crisp 800 x 600 resolution 


Lightweight, removable battery 
provides up to 4.5 hours of battery 
life to keep you going 



pentium - 











le applications and files 
1 to stay productive 


connectivity while a* 
provides for win 


ipliant port 
transfer 


including 24-hour, 7 days a weei 
toll-free technical support 


Call 1-888-4-ON-THE-GO ext. 1511 
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www.pccomputing.com 

The Best of the Web at Your Fingertips 

Simply Shocking! It’s summertime, and the surfing is easy. Easy that is, if 
you start with PC Computing’s Web site, www.pccomputing.com. Using 
Macromedia’s Shockwave technology our home page is now an interactive 
wonderland of multimedia, animation, and amazingly good fun. Grab yourself 
a cup of digital Joe, and fill up on our bottomless cup of Java applets. 


Want It All? 

We have games. We have 
utilities. We have Internet apps. 
From freeware to shareware, 
whatever you’re looking for is on 
oursite, including challenging 
strategy games like Vel Micro 
Works’ Vortex: My Way (below), 
Windows 95 disk-saving utilities 
like Russ Woodroofe’s FatWaste, 
and Internet apps like Northwest 
Computer Science’s Pirch for 
Internet Relay Chat. 



Sneak Peeks 

Can’t wait for the 
next issue of PC 
Computing? Then 
don’t! Visit our 
Web site for an early look at 
reviews in upcoming issues, 
including a sneak peek of new 
Internet appliances, the first 
AMD K5 system, Corel Office 
Professional 7, and smart Web 
publishing tools. 

Table for One, Please 

Slip on into the PCC Cafe 
for a daily dose of technology 
news and information, 
including a quote of the day, 
new-site listings, and more 
daily sites, another tech tip- 
well, you get the idea. Stop 
by today. 


Tips and 
Tricks 

Before you call 
tech support, 
check out our 
Tips” section online. We gather 
the top secrets, workarounds, 
and FAQs for many popular 
apps, including Microsoft’s Word 
and Excel, Lotus’s 1-2-3, and 
Netscape’s Navigator. 

Ultimate Web Toolkit 

Want to get your hands on the 
200 Web tools featured in this 
month’s cover story, ‘‘Ultimate 
Web Publishing Guide” (page 
112)? Then visit our k 
Web Map, where 
you’ll find live links HRflj 
to all the tools and 
sites mentioned in f §£& 
this article. PPComputing 





WHERE CAN YOU FIND PC COMPUTING ONLINE? 

Visit the PC Computing home page daily on the Web by pointing your 
browser to www.pccomputing.com. You’ll also find us on CompuServe/ 
ZDNet (GO ZNT.-PCC), Microsoft Network (GO PCCOMPUTING), and America 
Online/ZDNet (KEYWORD ZDNET). 


Modem Mania! 

Still slogging onto the 1-Way with a 
9,600-bps modem? Fast-forward to the 
future with U.S. Robotics’ Sportster 
Winmodem, a V.34 screamer that transfers 
data at speeds up to 36.6Kbps. We're giving away 
several on our site. Stop by for a chance to win. 

This sweepstakes is open to US. residents over 18 years old who have 
access to the World Wide Web as of July 1.1996. Entry form and complete 
sweepstakes rules are online atwww.pccomputing.com. 








ALL RETYPING 
OBSOLETE. 



WINDOWS 95 

■ Microsoft Office Compatible 


■ New easier-to-use ■■ rtl 
AutoOCR Toolbar ’ 

- Read faxes directly 
from Microsoft Exchange 
• Automatic OCR scheduling 


« OLE 2.0 support, and m 


teX-lf 5 





Step one: Scan a document. 
Step two: Press a button to 
convert that document into 
editable text and images for 
your favorite applications. 


Sound easy? It is. OmniPage® 
Pro is the world’s most accurate 
Optical Character Recognition 
(OCR) software, turning your 


Windows 3.1. Which means 
that—no matter which oper¬ 
ating system you use—you 
can take complete advantage 


of the n 


scanned pages 
into usable, 
editable text 
and graphics 
in seconds. 

So now you 
can accurately 
enter your letters, 


- 66 - 

OmniPage Pro is the 
longtime OCR leader for 
good reason. It's simple, 
fast and the most com¬ 
plete package around. 

PC Computing—December 1995 

- „ - 
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^ ESindows 


faxes, reports, even articles really s 

into Word, WordPerfect, Excel, for all i 
Lotus 1-2-3, PageMaker and 
many other applications with¬ 
out ever having to type a single 
word. OmniPage Pro is now 
available for Windows 95 and 


t accurate OCR 
software in the 
world today. 

Call us now 
to order a copy 
of OmniPage Pro, 
or simply visit a 
local reseller. 

And then you can 
:art using your scanner 
:’s worth. 


ca 
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• 65% more accurate 


• True Page' retains 
text & graphics in 
their original layout 

,*! 
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INTERNET USERS ARE 
NOTORIOUSLY PICKY 
ABOUT E-MAIL 



BUT SOMEHOW WE SATISFIED 10 MILLION OF THEM. 


If an e-mail program can survive the merciless scrutiny of 
the Internet community, it’s got to be good. Unlike many 
other e-mail packages, Eudora Pro™ is an open, standards- 
based e-mail application designed specifically for the 
Internet. It has all the powerful features you’ll ever need. 
Yet it’s extremely easy to use. 

Eudora Pro lets you attach sound, graphics, or 
video files to any message and automatically launch 
them in their applications. It also separates your urgent 


memos from your regular ones with rules-based 
message filters. You even get a built-in spelling checker 
and a customizable address book. 

Eudora Pro. also includes step-by-step online help and 

“Cleanly implemented and simple 90 days of free technical support. Want more information 
to use, Eudora has become one of my 

favorite tools for cruising the net.” about our awaid-winning Windows® and Macintosh® versions? 

Just call 1 -800-2-EUDORA, ext. 86097 Or send us 

“Eudora is the pioneer Internet 

e-mail... ” -MacUser e-mail at eudora-sales26@qualcomm.com. Or visit our Web 

ttttf site at www.qualcomm.com/quest/ Qualcowa 



Z66H&P COMPUSA S 


umber of Eudora users provided by the Third MIDS Internet Demographic Survey, December 
iego, CA 92121-2779 USA. © 1996 by QUALCOMM Incorporated. All rights reserved. Eudora is 
o QUALCOMM Incorporated. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Mail BY PHONE, FAX, NET & POST: 

| W Id 11 E-Advertising * The Web and Beyond • Back Off Bill 

WEB COLLABORATION 

Intranets in Action 

I found your article on intranets very interesting (“Intranet 
Explosion,” June, page 145), and it came at just the right 
time. Not two weeks ago I started working on an intranet 
project of my own. Our company has been grappling with the 
problem of getting documents and pictures to the workplace 
floor for about two years. An intranet system will streamline 
our company and make everything fun again. I can’t wait. 

Richard Langis, Jr. 
via the Internet 


Internet Ad-ons 

Victor Escobar’s concern about the lack of a 
payment structure on the Internet is 
unfounded (“No Free Lunch,” Mail, May, 
page 23). I have seen a proliferation of adver¬ 
tising on the Internet, even on the “free” 
Web site where I maintain my home page. I 
guess there are lots of reasons for the ads. 
Many companies want to improve the value 
of their sites to increase the hit rate to their 
server. Also, the audience for each Internet 
site is highly focused, allowing advertisers to 
target markets more specifically. With 
28.8Kbps modems, Internet advertising is 
here to stay. But who knows what will hap¬ 
pen when ISDN becomes de rigueur? 

Trevor Pinto 
via the Internet 

Other Net Avenues 

I was very happy to see the newsstand 
map insert, “Beyond the Web,” included 
with your June issue. It’s refreshing to see 
a publication that realizes the World Wide 
Web isn’t the only useful part of the 
Internet. Thank you, PC Computing! 

JohnPruess 
via America Online 

THE WEB IS THE GRAPHICAL 

and most popular portion of the 
Internet, but the Net also includes 
FTP servers, Gopher servers, 

Internet Relay Chat servers, 
and more. 

WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM 


It’s Bill’s Money 

I’m no cheerleader for Bill Gates or 
Microsoft, but enough is enough! Merdin 
Criddle’s comment that Gates could have 
purchased 2,000 computers for every mil¬ 
lion dollars he spent on his house is absurd 
(“Children, Not Castles,” Mail, June, page 
30). Gates has no obligation to provide 
computers (or anything else, for that matter) 
to anyone. If one considers the taxes paid by 
all the people employed by Microsoft for 
things like education, then one must 
acknowledge that this is indeed a contribu¬ 
tion to the social good. I believe in giving, 
and a portion of my income goes to charity 
each week. How about you, Mr. Criddle? 
Do you put your money where your mouth 
is—or just Bill Gates’s money? 

Mark Hepburn 
via the Internet 

Dreaming of NT 

Your June review of Hewlett-Packard’s 
and Micron Electronics’ new 200MHz 
systems (“Windows NT at 200MHz,” 
page 70) makes me think you could use a 
few more NT technicians on your staff. 
According to the NT Hardware Compat¬ 
ibility List (HCL)—the Holy Grail if you 
support NT in a dynamic environment— 
only a handful of machines faster than 
133MHz are certified to work with NT. 
There are no 200MHz machines on the 
list, and Microsoft representatives told me 
the list will be updated in July. Believe me, 
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* 200-MHz Pentium®Pro 

I (exp.tc>512-MB) 

I IDE HD 


Ifoll VC gOt deadlines to meet, projects 
to finish, the success of your business riding 
on your shoulders. \ou are a business profes¬ 
sional. So why expect anything less of your 
computer? Especially when you can afford an 

ALA Evolution Dual 6. 

Why the ALR Evolution Dual6? 

Because the business world is going 32-bit 
Windowk® 95 and Windows NT 

I Workstation are just the 2995 

beginning. If your favorite 

MICROSOFT. P° wer a PP licati °ns aren’t 32-bit now, they will be 
Compatible" soon - no PC handles 32-bit applications better than 
tbe ALR Evolution Dual6. Wnb its 200‘MHZ PetltjUITI PrO 
chip, it offers up to 75% ITlOrS 32-bit pGP 
formance than a 200-MHz Pentium chip- 

based system. And your accountant probably 
won’t even notice the price difference. 

But as a professional, you know there’s mote 
to a professional business system than power. 

That’s why we’ve given the Evolution Dual6 room 

forupto 512-MB of RAM. .. enough to _ _ 

run dozens of applications simultaneously! Abu can also add OVOf 6“GB 
of data SbraQB without having to purchase any additional controller 
.. ; r s* " ds. Even processing power is expandable. Upgradingto Dlial 
Processing is as easy as plugging in 3 SeCOnd 

i 200-MHz Pentium Pro chip. 

| Try doing that with one (four competitors’ systems. I 
While you’re at it, try comparing 
warranties. You’ll find that the ALR Evolution Dualti’s 

5 Year/36 Month warranty leads die industry. 

Register in ALR’s ProCare program, and we’ll even include one year of 
On-Site service . How can we afford such a lavish service and support 
program? Simple. Our system^ are engineered for performance and reliabilty. 

You’re a hard working professional; invest in the PC that works as hard 
as you do... the ALR Evolution E)ual6. To see one in action today, visit your 
local ALR reseller. Or call our toll-free number. 

800-444-4ALR (ref#5212) 


Advanced Logic Research, Inc. 

1C. & America Online - Key 
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I Vloll Better Browser Bundles • MSN’s Desktop Neighbor 


if you need NT to run reliably, you don’t 
want to stray from the HCL. It’s just not 
worth the headache. So while the dream of 
a 200MHz NT server is enticing to say the 
least, is it just a dream for now? 

Mark Baker 
via the Internet 

YOU’RE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT about 
the importance of the Hardware 
Compatibility List, but the May list 
includes at least three 200MHz 
machines already. A smart NT 
administrator shouldn’t have a 
problem evaluating these new 
servers in anticipation of the ship 
date for NT Server 4.0— which is 
when we predict Hewlett-Packard’s 
and Micron Electronics’ systems 
will be on the updated HCL. 

Bundling Browsers 

You covered the four main browsers pretty 
well in your June Web feature (“Internet at 
Warp Speed,” page 118), but I think you 
missed some key points. You considered 
the browsers only as bundled Internet 
suites. Better options that involve choosing 
separate software packages for the browser, 
e-mail, newsgroups, and more, are also 
available. A good Internet service provider 
gives you freedom to pick and choose dif¬ 
ferent Internet components. 

Bill Brockman 
via the Internet 

CHOOSING SEPARATE APPLICATIONS 

for your Internet experience is indeed 
a flexible option. But most users 
are more comfortable with the 
convenience of “one-stop shopping." 
Internet suites integrate all Net 
features into one easy-to-use package. 

AOL or MSN? 

In your Pulse story “Caught in the Web” 
(June, page 36) you state that “America 
Online will be embedded in the next 
update of Windows 95.” Is this true? If 
Microsoft actually did this, wouldn’t it be 
a stupid move? With Microsoft Network 
already embedded into Windows 95, this 
could draw potential customers away 
from Mr. Gates’s online service and 
toward America Online. I’m confused! 

David Baker 
via the Internet 

WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM 


YES, AMERICA ONLINE’S ICON 

will go into a folder on the Windows 
95 desktop, right alongside 
Microsoft Network’s icon. With 
a million Microsoft Network 
subscribers already, Gates and 
Company apparently believe 
there’s enough room on the desktop 
for both icons. 

Winsock Worries 

I’m new to the Internet. I signed up with an 
Internet service provider (ISP) that offers 
only a 16-bit suite. I have Windows 95 and 
tried to sign on using its 32-bit Winsock 
but had no luck. Is there a solution that 
lets me connect to my ISP and use 
Netscape’s 32-bit Navigator with Java? 
Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

George Petrov 
via the Internet 

ASK YOUR ISP if you can use 
Netscape’s Navigator 3.0 for 
Windows 95 instead of the 16-bit 
suite that it provides. Since your 
ISP is merely selling a service— 
an Internet connection—you 
should be able to use whatever 
software you want to connect. 

If not, cancel your account and 
sign up with another ISP, such as 
AT&T or NetCom. 

What About WebPhone? 

I want to thank you for the fantastic section 
on Internet power tools in your May issue 
(New!, page 58). It made a recent cross¬ 
country flight bearable and fast. However, I 
was surprised that you didn’t include Net- 
Speak’s WebPhone in your Internet tele¬ 
phone reviews (“Free Phone Calls on the 
Net,” page 66). I’ve tried almost all the 
Internet telephone products available and 
have found WebPhone to be superior in 
price, performance, and usability. With it I 
can leave voice mail with other WebPhone 
users whether they’re online or offline. 

Robert McHenry 
via the Internet 

THANKS FOR THE TIP. Check out its 
Web site at www.itelco.com. We’re 
always reviewing new Net products, 
so stay tuned. You can also look for 
dozens of other products in our new 
lnter.net section on page 318. 
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IVIdll A Word from WordPerfect 


Imperfect WordPerfect Review? 

In your May “Word Processor Super¬ 
guide” (page 149), Woody Leonhard 
claims that PC Computing’s Usability 
Labs found that in many ways the war of 
the word processors is over, that 
Microsoft’s Word has become the de 
facto standard in the world of business, 
and that Word has edged out both Lotus’s 
Word Pro and Corel’s WordPerfect in 
usability and mind share. 

I was disappointed to see such subjective 


editorializing in the pages of PC Comput¬ 
ing, which has traditionally been fair and 
impartial in its writing. Perhaps Leon¬ 
hard’s biased writing toward Word comes 
from his history of creating Word add-on 
products, and the fact that he has authored 
several books about Word. It seems he has 
a vested interest in seeing Microsoft’s 
Word succeed. 

The facts of the testing should speak 
for themselves. A usability study among 
20 people is hardly grounds for measur¬ 
ing what the “de facto standard” and 


“mind share” are for the business world. 
The fact is that WordPerfect’s 20-plus 
million users make up a large percentage 
of the word-processing market. 

Leonhard’s claim that WordPerfect is 
due for a 32-bit update is true, and Corel 
proudly shipped WordPerfect Suite 7 for 
Windows 95 in May, only three months 
after acquiring the leading word proces¬ 
sor. The word-processing war is still on, 
and Leonhard, Microsoft, and PC Com¬ 
puting’s readers should be well aware that 
the competition is strong and healthy. 

Michael Cowpland 
Chairman, President, CEO 
Corel Corporation 

ALL OUR USABILITY TESTING 

is based on a strict, time-tested, 
replicable scientific methodology. 
Industry-standard usability 
studies have demonstrated 
repeatedly that tests with as 
few as 4 subjects provide at 
least 80 percent accuracy. 

To be safe, our tests normally 
include 8 or more subjects. 

For this test, we used a relatively 
huge number of subjects—20— 
to ensure absolutely unbiased 
and repeatable results in a world 
where everyone has an opinion 
on word processors and loyalties 
run deep. The conclusions printed 
in the story reflect the test 
results—which measure 
productivity and satisfaction— 
rather than anyone’s opinions, 
and we stand behind them. 

For the Record 

In our April feature “Essential E-mail” 
(page 155), we misstated the prices for 
Microsoft’s Exchange server and clients. 
The estimated street prices are $529 for 
Microsoft’s Exchange Server and $54 for 
each client. 


DO YOU USE THE INTERNET MORE FOR 
WORK OR PLAY? Send your thoughts 
about this and other subjects to Mail, 
PC Computing, 950 Tower Lane, 

19th Floor, Foster City, CA 94404; 
fax, (415) 578-7059; Internet, 
72241.1724@compuserve.com; or 
CompuServe, 72241,1724. Letters are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. 
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“Can’t I Print 
Just One Label?” 



Let’s face it Printing one labeToff an entire 
sheet just isn’t smart So use The Smart Label 
Printer instead. If s the easy, convenient way 
to quickly print labels for envelopes, packages, 
« file folders, diskettes, ID badges, Rolodex® 

| cards and VHStapes-or anything else that 
” needs a label. 

o Best of all, Smart Label software can 

1 automatically capture an address or text right 
" from your computer screen. There’s no need 
to retype it Which means you can print it 


, ir save it to the built-in 
database. You can even customize 
ts, graphics and bar codes. Whaf s 
more, you can print a label without exiting an 
application, whether if s in an M8D0S, 
Windows or Macintosh system. 

The Smart Label Printer® EZ30. And The 
Smart Label Printer® Pro. Printing labels any 
other way is a waste. Call for yours today. 
1-800688-0817 or e-mail to 


SII •' 

Seiko Instruments 



Circle 118 on reader service card. 























Things you can 

trust. 


Let’s face it...if the product 
you’re looking for is easy to use, 
affordable, and reliable, there’s 
a very good chance you’ll buy it. 

That’s why we at NETGEAR™ 
have one simple goal: to take the 
work out of networking. We do 
that by providing products that 
are easy to install, surprisingly 
inexpensive, and trustworthy. 

You’ll find these qualities in 
everything we make—from our 
Ethernet hubs to switches to ISDN 


• Ethernet Hubs 




{Mom} 



{Your Best Friend) 



NETGEAR 

A Bay Networks Company 


products. Each of them has been 
designed to complement the way 
you work, the way your company 
is connected, and the way your 
company will grow. And the best 
part is that they’re backed by 
Bay Networks, an industry leader 
in networking for more than 
a decade. 

So if you’re looking for the 
right networking gear, there’s 
really only one company you 
should connect with. NETGEAR. 
Networking simplified. 

1-888-NETGEAR 

http://netgear.baynetworks.com/home 

For reseller information, please call 
Ingram Micro at 1-800-456-8000. 

Bay Networks 


@996 NETGEAR. NETGEAR is 






So you’re a tad skeptical. We understand. 
After all, the idea of team computing with 
other office suite software has been somewhat 


of a fantasy. 

Now there’s Lotus SmartSuite.® 

Exhibit A: TeamReview.™ 

This powerful feature lets you 
easily solicit feedback by estab¬ 
lishing “who” receives a document 
for review, “what” level of editing 
rights they’ll receive (comment only, 
read only or edit only) and “how” 
the document will be distributed (via 
floppy disk, e-mail or Lotus Notes®). 

■ Co-workers can then 
edit using review and 
comment tools like 
™ _ . I a highlighter pen, 

SmartSuite 

- revision marking or 

electronic comment notes. 

Exhibit B: TeamConsolidate.” Here the 
author can review everyone’s edits and decide 
which comments to incorporate. And then, 
with a click of a button, collapse accepted com¬ 
ments into one revised document. (This might 
be a good time to start warming up those pipes 
of yours, because you’ll be singing the praises of 
SmartSuite just a few paragraphs from now.) 

With SmartSuite’s electronic team features, 
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everyday mundane tasks disappear, leaving more 
time for you to do what you do best. It’s also 
been optimized for Windows® 95 to deliver 
greater functionality and productivity. 

And now with LotusScript,™ the BASIC- 
compatible scripting language in SmartSuite, 
you can easily create customized applications 
that the whole team can work with. Clearly, this 
is not ordinary office suite software. Ask the 
folks at PC Week. They gave it the “Analyst’s 
Choice Award” for best Windows® 95 



In Canada call 1-800-GO-LOTUS. ©1996 Lotus Development Corporation, 55 Cambridge Parkway, 
Cambridge, MA 02142. All rights reserved. Lotus, Working Together, Lotus SmartSuite, Approach, 
Freelance Graphics, 1-2-3 and Lotus Organizer are registered trademarks and Word Pro, TeamReview, 
TeamConsolidate and LotusScript are trademarks of Lotus Development Corporation. Windows is a regis¬ 
tered trademark of Microsoft Corp. and IBM, OS/2, Aptiva and ThinkPad are registered trademarks of 
International Business Machines Corp. All other products are registered unde ' ' 


suite over Microsoft Office.® 

Versions of SmartSuite are available for 
Windows 95, Windows 3.1 and OS/2,® and 
SmartSuite is now included with Aptiva,® 
ThinkPad® and most IBM® PCs, as well as 
select Acer,® AST® and Epson® PCs. 

Call 1-800-TRADE-UP, ext. C165 
and we’ll be happy to send you the free 
Lotus Gallery CD, complete with a 45 day 
trial version of SmartSuite. (And to listen 
to that beautiful singing voice of yours.) 
Or visit us on the 
World Wide Web at 
www.iotus.com. Working Together* 


Lotus 


Circle 335 on reader service card. 






Pulse 


Digital lfideo Drives, 


DVDs Spin Up 

■ CD-ROM Drives 

■ DVD-ROM Drives 



Bigger Is Better: DVD- 
ROM drive sales will slowly 
increase until 1998. After 
that, sales should ramp up, 
possibly making rewritable 
DVD drives the storage 
medium of choice. 


Internet Access 



SOURCE: COMPUTER INTELLIGENCE 


Surfing Supplies: Small, 
local Internet providers 
are delivering the most 
Net access, but big guns 
like AT&T are expected 
to change that soon. 


Operating-System Wars 

■ Windows 95 

■ WindowsNT .. 


FUTURE CDs 

Lights, DVD, 
Action! 

CD-ROM, CD-recordable, 
magneto-optical drives—their 
days are numbered. How about 
a drive that’s lightning fast, 
records 4.7GB of data on a sin¬ 
gle disc, and plays crystal-clear, 
full-screen video without a 
glitch? The big thing this 
Christmas—and we mean big — 
will be a new drive standard 
called digital video disc (DVD). 

First out will be DVD-ROM 
drives for your television, 
stereo, and PC, with DVD- 
recordable drives following 
close behind. Meanwhile, prices 
for these DVD devices are 
expected to debut at around 
$500 and fall faster than prices 
for CD-ROM players. Sound 
too good to be true? It might be. 

DVD doesn’t have any pre¬ 
cursors—except maybe the 
$500 rewritable PD/CD-ROM 
drive from Panasonic. It reads 
discs as fast as a quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive and backs up 
most hard drives on a single 
650MB optical disc. How¬ 
ever, the reception PD/CD 
drives have gotten has been 



lukewarm at best. 

To accommodate DVD’s 
massive data-handling require¬ 
ments, you need some major 
hardware components on 
your PC. Camcorders, still 
cameras, audio recorders, and 
satellite TV are all going digital, 
so eventually you won’t need 
sound cards, video-capture 
cards, or TV-signal converters 
to watch, say, home videos of 
the kids on your PC. But you 
will need MPEG-2 video and 
Dolby AC3 audio decompres¬ 
sion, and neither is scheduled 
to become part of the Pen¬ 
tium’s instruction set until 
sometime next year. Mean¬ 
while, you can buy a $500 
add-in board to do the trick. 


Most system makers and 
software companies are prepar¬ 
ing for the DVD invasion. 
While there will be some digital 
dilemmas when the first DVD- 
ROM drives hit the street at the 
end of this year, the technology 


Rolling: DVD drives that 
deliver full-screen video 
and eight times the 
capacity of a CD-ROM drive 
are expected by year’s end. 



SOURCE: DATAQUEST 


Battleground: By 1997 
DOS and Windows 3.1 will 
be phased out. Meanwhile, 
NT is inching toward 
Windows 95 for the top 
operating-system spot. 


Best Bets and Bargains 


UPDATES 


BUDGET PORTABLES 

Starting at just $2,899, 
CTX International’s 
new 90MHz notebook, 
the EzBook 655, packs 
Pentium power at a 
hard-to-beat price. 
Contact CTX at 
(800)888-9052. 


SEE MORE GREEN 

ViewSonic's new 15- 
inch color monitor, the 
Optiquest V655, gives 
you all the usual eye¬ 
opening components 
for a mere $349. 
Contact ViewSonic at 
(800)888-8583. 

Reader Service No. 602 


BOOK LOVERS'BOON 

Track literary gems 
converted to electronic 
Internet text with The 
Booklover’s Guide to 
the Internet ($12.95). 
Contact Fawcett 
Columbine at 
(800) 793-2665. 

Reader Service No. 6oj 


CD-ROM NETWORKING 

Meridian Data’s CD 
NetLink Miniservers, 
starting at $895, let 
you easily plug 7 to 14 
CD-ROM drives into 
your NetWare network. 
Contact Meridian Data 
at (800) 767-2537. 

Reader Service No. 604 
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Java Viruses 


28 . 8 Kbps Modems 

Only a year ago, 28.8Kbps modems 
cost around $300. Now? Almost 
pocket change. Here are the least 
expensive internal 28.8Kbps modems 
we could find as of June 1. 


seems headed in the right direc¬ 
tion. In fact, DVD could make 
audio and video common data 
types on your PC. 

DVD discs start at 4.7GB— 
the storage equivalent of seven 
or eight CD-ROM discs. That’s 
enough to hold a 135-minute 
movie, with room left over for a 
huge surround-sound audio 
track. And DVD drives transfer 
data a little faster than eight- 
speed CD-ROM drives, mak¬ 
ing for smoother video quality. 
DVD drives should be com¬ 
pletely backward-compatible, 
meaning that current CD- 
ROM titles will run on them. 
And because a regular DVD 
disc can hold so much data, the 
days of multidisc games and 
databases are over. 

As the standard begins to 
take hold, you’ll see things like 
encyclopedias packed with 
high-quality video clips, or all 
nine of Beethoven’s symphonies 
on a single DVD disc. And 
DVD gives game makers 17GB 
of capacity that will grow to 
40GB in about a year. By then, 
DVD-recordable drives and 
more affordable 2.6GB discs 
will make DVD the preferred 
PC storage medium. 

Despite the promise of 
DVD, CD-ROM players 
won’t disappear overnight. 
DVD software will trail far 
behind drive shipments, so 
you’ll be using your CD-ROM 
drive for quite some time. You 
might even buy a faster CD- 
ROM player in the next few 
months—but consider it your 
last. We’re guessing it’ll be at 
least a year for DVD to take 
hold. But once it does, the way 
you work with your PC will 
never be the same. MH 


Contributors to Pulse: Mike 
Hogan, Rich Schwerin. 
Edited by Jack Lyon. 


The Web Comes Alive 

Multimedia-rich Web pages are great to look 
at, but they take forever to load. Narrative 
Communications’ Enliven gets around this 
problem by compressing and streaming 
audio, video, and animation to any Web 
browser. At 28.8Kbps, a 2.5MB Macromedia 
Shockwave file takes only 40 seconds to 
start-compared with the 8 minutes it takes 
without Enliven, rs 

Enliven / Narrative Communications / (617] 290-5300 / price not available / 
Reader Service No. 6op 


Product 

Price 

Boca Online Express 

Insight Direct 
(800)377-3000 ■ 

$99 

NewCom 28.8ifx 

PC Mall 
(800) SSS-62SS 

$110 

Supra Simple Internet 

NECX Direct 
(800) 808-3375 

$125 

MaxTech 28.8 KBPS 

DataComm Warehouse 
(800)328-2261 

$150 

U.S. Robotics Sportster 288 

Misco PowerUp 
(800) 876-4726 

$175 


Reader Service Numbers: Insight 
Direct 606; PC Mall, 607; NECX 
Direct, 608; DataComm Warehouse, 
609; Misco PowerUp, 610. 


RADAR: Black Widow Viruses, Waiting for 1-2-3 

What’s on the scope? If a blip is near or moving toward the middle of the 
radar screen, check it out. If it’s moving off the screen, steer clear for now. 


^ Closing In 
Q On Its Way Out 


Shareware 
tveiywhere: II you 

thoujjbraiareware 
w^sli growing 
/Industry before, it's 
now raining add-ins 
| and applets in 
cyberspace. Just don't 
forget to check for / 


lotus 1-2 3: I I 

SmartSuiteUlT 
for months no* 

1-2-3 for Windows 95 
package. We’re 


Navigator a Day-What? 
You're using Bfiday's version 
of Netscape’/Navigator? 
With countl/ss versions of 
the 3.x beta and version 


Java Viruses: And you 
thought theWord Macro \ 
virus was a pain. New \ 
Java-based viruses dubbed \ 
x black widows invisibly 
Vieak onto younpomputer 
and stop your CRU cold 
when you access infected 
Web pages. 


against point-hungry 
hu\an opponents from 


Six-speed CD-ROM Drives: 

After just three months, six- 
speed CD-ROM drives are 


Well Pages (pennies: Don't 
wrestle m)in Web server. Any 
liitejnerservice provider will be 
--titfpiiy to give you about 5MB ot 
space to put up your snazzy 4 
Web page—as long as you tKk 
subscribe to its service.^^^^ 


WWW.PCCOMPUTING.CO 








How to 
push the 

envelope 





PENTIUM* PROCESSOR: 

120 MHz and 133 MHz 

SYSTEM MEMORY: 

8 MB to 56 MB RAM 

HARD DRIVE: 

IDE: 1.08 to 1.35 GB 
user-removable 

FEATURES: 

10.4" and 11.3" SVGA TFT 
LCD screens, full array of 
standard ports, integrated 
IrDA standard infrared. 
Optional port replicator 
and optional 6x Mobile 
Media Module. 


















fit inside it. 


THE NEW 133 MHz PENTIUM* PROCESSOR-POWERED DIGITAL HINOTE ULTRA" II. 
ABOUT FOUR POUNDS LIGHT AND ONE INCH THIN. 


Make no mistake — Digital PC technol¬ 
ogy knows no bounds. Our newest 
notebook, however, knows the bounds 
of 1.2 inch by 8.5 inches by 11 inches. 

It’s the new Digital 
HiNote Ultra™ II. Slim, 
sleek and stuffed to the 
gills with every power- 


user goodie imaginable - including 
the rip-roaring 133 MHz Pentium® 
processor. Proving yet again that if you 
want to be on the cutting edge, it helps 
to be razor thin. 

Call 1-800-DIGITAL and press 3 
for your nearest reseller or visit our 
Web site at www.pc.digital.com. 


msm 

PC 














ABC Graphics Suite. 
Because in today’s business world, 

YOU’RE EXPECTED TO BE BOTH. 


To stay ahead, you need both the 
brilliant logic of Einstein, and the bold 
creativity of Van Gogh. And the right tools 
to keep up -ABC Graphics Suite. Three 
powerful programs in one package that 
' let you diagram one minute, illustrate or 

jliif-"' " image edit the next. 

Microsoft® Office™ compatible and 
designed for Win NT and Win 95, ABC 
Graphics Suite gives you true 32-bit 
multithreading technology, plus the ease and speed 
of a drag and drop environment. 

Powerful. Versatile. Indispensable. The software 
1 that brings the art and science of business together, 
sf ABC Graphics Suite. 


ffl 


ABC Flowcharter* 6.0 

• Simple to sophisticated business diagramming 

• Over 2,000 diagramming symbols for increased versatility 

• Intelligent line routing and automatic line crossovers 
for better readability 

Micrografx Designer " 6.0 

• Precision drawing for illustration and graphics design 

• Over 32,000 layers for unlimited graphics flexibility 

• EPS output for better color separations 

Picture Publisher* 6.0 

• Fast and powerful photo retouching and image editing 

• Infinite Undo™ for unparalleled creative freedom 

• Object Layers™ for increased productivity 


Download our free Internet Graphics Pack and 
explore the details of ABC Graphics Suite: 


J Use our automated fax back: 
' 




A 


Also included: 

• Instant 3D™ to easily enhance text and graphics 

• ABC Media Manager™ for “drag and drop” 

• 30,000 pieces of^clipart, images and font '*** 
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The A-List 


Editors’ Top Picks by Wendy Taylor 




Gateway P5-200CDR 


Micron Pro 200 
Magnum Plus 


Dell Dimension PlOOt 


Windows at 200MHz? Once you’ve been 
there, there’s no turning back. And did 
we mention the CD-R drive is included? 


Power that will rock you back 
heels. Feed it native 32-bit apps only. 


The sweet spot for systems: t 


/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 


$3,899, 200MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
2.5GB, 8X CD-ROM. 

$4,897, 200MHz 
Pentium Pro, 32MB 
RAM, 2GB hard drive. 

$3,098, 166MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
1.6GB, 8X CD-ROM. 

$1,879, 100MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
1GB, 4X CD-ROM. 


July 1996. page 57 
: (800) 846-2000 
Reader Service No. 618 ; : 

June 1996, page 70 
(800) 362-7309 
Reader Service No. 619 

July 1996, sage 161 
(800)362-7309 
Reader Service No. 620 

Jan. 19?6, page 132 
, (8001247-5602 
Reader Service No. 621 


$3,087, 133MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
r 1.2GB hard drive. 


Command central for any home office— 
manages your fax, voice, and e-mail r 

messages while you get down to work. * 1 

The hottest NT Web box you can buy- $6,254, 200MHz 
Pentium Pro, 32MB 
/ RAM, 2GB hard drive. 



the heat yet, Intel? 

Who needs an infc 
department? This 


is faster than 
ns. Are you feeling 


Digital Prions LX 590 


Our labs call it the fastest server 
to hit our test bench; we call it a 
great deal. 


$2,295, 133MHz 
6x86, 16MB RAM, 
2.1GB hard drive. 

$3,749, 90MHz 
. Pentium, 32MB RAM, 
f 2GB hard drive. 

$2,731, 90MHz 
. Pentium, 32MB RAM, 
f 4X CD-ROM drive. 


Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800)345-1518 
Reader Service No. 624 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 344-4825 
Reader Service No. 625 



Compaq ProLiant 1500 

A reliable anchor for 15 or more 
network nodes. 

$12,589, 166MHz 
, Pentium, 128MB RAM, 
/ two 2.1GB SCSI-2 drives. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 345-1518 

Reader Service No. 626 

Hewlett-Packard 
NetServer 5/133 LS2 

Two onboard processors and loaded 

$25,095, two 133MHz March 1996, page 158 

Pentium CPUs, 768MB, (800) 533-1333, ext. 1695 
five 2.1GB SCSI drives. 



$6 299,133MHz 

June 1996, page 69 

Toshiba Tccra 720CDT 

Pentium, removable six-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and 12.1-inch hi-res display. 

1 Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1.13GB hard drive. 

(800) 633-1333, ext. 1695 

Reader Service No. 627 

IBM ThinkPad 560 

Thin is in. Get a glorious 12.1-inch 
display in a box so slim you’ll take it 
everywhere. 

Starting at $2,699, July 1996, page 52 ; : 

120MHz Pentium, 8MB (800) 426-7255 
/ RAM, 810MB hard drive. Reader Service No. 628 

Canon Innova Book 
360CD 

A multimedia notebook for under three 
grand? We’ll take it. 

$2,599, 133MHz 

AMD 5x86, 8MB RAM, 
j 4X CD-ROM drive. 

This issue, page 146 
(800) 423-2366 

Reader Service No. 629 

Compaq Armada 4100 

Strip it down and it’s an ultraportable 
note taker; add the expansion base 

$4,999, 120MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1.08GB hard drive. 

This issue, page 69 
(800)345-1518 

Reader Service No. 630 

IBM ThinkPad 760CD 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

If James Bond carried a portable, this 
would l»e it. It packs more features than 
your average desktop PC. 

$6,889, 120MHz 

1 , Pentium, removable 
/ 4X CD-ROM drive. : 

March 1996, page 183 
(800)426-7255 

Reader Service No. 631 
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sktop Printers 


Continued on page 46 
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Canon BJC-4100 


High-Resolution 

Graphics 

Accelerator 


Mega Drive Systems 
MR5 RAID Disk Array 


You can buy a faster laser, but not 
a better one. Plus, who needs cables? 


and sanely priced. 


for a tenth of the price. 


Slip K in your briefcase, then wow 
clients when you produce color 
pages on the spot. 

Even 50-page print jobs fly out faster 


$1,099, 6 ppm, 600 Dec. 1995, page 158 
l dpi, PCL 5 (PostScript: : tsoo) 752-0900 
' optional), infrared port. 

$299, 720-by-360- Feb. 1996, page 140 
y dpi black, 360-dpi rsoo) 848-4123 

/ Color. Reader Service No. 632 

$499, 600 dpi, Feb. 1996, page 140 

y 7-ppm black, , mooi 533-1333, ext. lets 
/ 3-ppm color. 

$299, 360-dpi thermal Feb, 1995, page 64 
transfer, 1.5 pounds. (3io>453-0614 


for just 17 cents per page. 


/ 

$4,199, 24 ppm, 

600 dpi, PCL 5e, 
j PostScript Level 2. 

$6,150, 12-ppm 
black, 3-ppm color. 

$1,999, 9-ppm black, 
. 4-ppm color. 


Reader Service No. 633 


April 1996, page 11 
(800) 891-0399 
Reader Service No. f 


Sony Multiscan 20sfll 


Think big. This 20-inch bargain gives 
you enough room to view six windows 


Why settle? See what you’ve been 
missing in Windows with this 17-inch 


acceleration make this the graphics 


put a gigabyte in your pocket. If you 
see a Jaz drive, buy it. 

The best bargain around: Queue up 
seven discs in this quad-speed jukebox 
for the price of a single-disc drive. 


$1,799, 20-inch, June 1996, page 156 
. 1,280 by 1,024 pixels (800) 352-7669, ext. 119 
r at 75Hz, Plug and Play. Reader Service No. 635 

$919, 1,280 by This issue, page' 155 

y 1,024 pixels at 80Hz. (sooj 933-4110 
f Reader Service No. 636 

$399, 4MB WRAM, April 1996, page 149 
. 1,280 by 1,024 pixels (800)583-4353 
I at 76Hz. PCI interface. Reade- Service No. 637 

$499 (internal), April 1996, page 53 

$599 (external), (800)697-8833 

/ SCSI-2 and EIDE, Reader Service No. 638 

$349, SCSI interface, Dec. 1995, page 158 
. seven-disc changer. (800)632-4636 


a disc, or mix your own audio CDs. 
Bulletproof backup and storage for 


$799 (internal), 
, $899 (external). 


. $9,500, 5GB 
, RAID array. 


July 1996, page 300 
(800) 542-8838 
Reader Service No. 640 


Visioneer PaperPort Vx 


The quickest way to tame your paper 
in-box. It moves paper off your desk 
and onto your hard drive in seconds. 

The ultimate for hi 


Makes Doom more fun, too. 

A bridge to the future—you get a 


$299, 400 dpi, Jan. 1996,paj 

. document-management ;soo: 78?-70( 

f software. Reader Service 

$250, 32*VOice jan. 1996, pas 

A polyphony, 16-bit (800)998-522 

r DSP. Reader Service 

$500, ISDN and V.34 June 1996, pa, 

. (28.8Kbps). : <800)877-267 
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The pen may be mightier 
than the sword, but the 


U II LA II U! t J II U I , KJ k. 

Scanner 


blows them both away. 




THE EPSON ES-1000C BUSINESS COLOR 
SCANNING SYSTEM. FOR UNDER $849. 

What is the most effective way to express yourself? 
With force? Or with artistry? How about both? The 
Epson ES-1000C scans text and graphics. It gives 
you 30-bit color and stiletto-sharp 3200 dpi resolu¬ 
tion (400 optical). And Epson’s Text Enhancement 
Technology improves your optical character recogni¬ 
tion accuracy. The result? Astonishing image detail 
and color reproduction. (In other words, graphs and 
reports that look like you never imagined they could.) 
Call 1-800-GO-EPSON and ask for operator 3055, 
or visit our Web site at http://www.epson.com, and 
communicate in a whole new way. (Powerfully.) 


EPSON 










Desktop Applicatio 
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Personal 

Finance 

Manager 

Finance 

Business 

Accounting 

fee. 

Online Stock 
Manager 


OCR Software 

<8 

Antivirus 

Software 

3 

= 

1 

Fax- 

Communications 

Software 

| 

System Utility 


Compression 

Utility 


If you buy only one software title, $499 (Standard 

this should be it. For Web publishing, . Edition), 28MB to 
download the new Internet Assistants. / 89MB hard disk space. 

The de facto standard for businesses $339, Windows 95 
everywhere. For smart version control, * or Windows NT 3.51, 
check out Lotus’s Word Pro. f 8MB RAM. 

It’s a one-horse race, folks, and guess 


Finally! You don’t have to be a power 
nerd to put this database to work. Plus 



deliver it on the Web. 


$339, Windows 95 
l or Windows NT 3.51, 
/ 8MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 or 
k or Windows NT 3.51, 
/ 12MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 or 
, Windows NT, 14MB to 
/ 35MB hard disk space. 


Sept. 1995, page 83 
1800) 426-9400 
Reader Servibe No. 645 

May 1996, page 149 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 646 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Serv.ce No. 647/ 


The ultimate vanity press: Create 
terrific-looking pages without 


$80, 386 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 6MB hard 
/ disk space, 

rs pages as slick as the ones in $570, 486 CPU, 
your hands. PageMaker shops should 8 MB RAM, 12MB to 
check out PageMaker for Windows 95. f 15MB hard disk space. 

$525, Windows 95, 
f 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 


:s toolkit for 
Windows 95: Draw, edit, and design 


Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 650 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 788-7835 
Reader Service No. 651 

April 1996, page 101 
(800) 772-6735 
Reader Service No. 652 


A digital darkroom for your PC. For a $549, 486 CPU, 
performance boost, check out the new 8 MB RAM, 20MB 
Windows 95/NT upgrade. / hard disk space. 

Never visit a bank again-this is $60, 386 CPU, 4MB 

"your RAM, 7MB hard disk 

/ space. 


Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 



and a lot easier to understand. 

i 

. 4MB RAM, 12MB 
f hard disk space. 

(800)624-8742 

Reader Service No. 655 

E-Trade Group 

E-Trade 

Better than a broker: Place trades and 
research stocks 24 hours a day from 
your PC. . 

$14.95 per trade for 
j up to 5,000 shares, j 

This issue, page 93 
(800) 786-2575 

Reader Service No. 656 

Caere OmniPage Pro 7.0 

OCR the easy way: Scan in documents 
and turn them into editable text in 
just seconds. 

$499, Windows 95, 

. 8MB RAM, 15MB free 
/ hard disk space. 

July 1996, page 78 
(800) 736-5735, ext. 40 
Reader Service No, 657 

Symantec 

Norton AntiVirus 
for Windows 95 

Fast and painless virus-hunting for 
Windows 95. Just in: a scanner 
for rogue Java applets. 

$79, Windows 95, 

^ 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Oct. 1995, page 116 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 658 

Symantec Delrina 
CommSuite 95 

One launchpad for all your online fixes. 
Sends e-mail and faxes, too. 

$99, 486 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 30MB 
f free hard disk space. 

Nov. 1995, page 83 
(800)813-8152 

Reader Service No. 659 

Symantec 


$119, Windows 95 or 

Dec. 1995, page 158 

Norton Utilities 


for Windows 95 

Everyone should have a copy. 

. Windows 3.1, 486 
' CPU, 8MB RAM. 

(800)441-7234 

Reader Service No. 660 

Nico Mak WinZip 6.1 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

Take back your hard drive and squeeze 
file transfers down to size with this 

$29, Windows 95 or 
# Windows 3.1, 

T 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

May 1996, page 134 
(800)242-4776 

Reader Service No. 661 
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The T6045 is an entry level line impact matrix printer 
that's short in cost-but not in performance. From general 
data processing to bar codes & other industrial graphics, 
the T6045 can print up to 450 lines per minute, and can 
handle a 80,000 pages a month with ease. 


Versatility is the T6045's middle name. It comes 
equipped with three industrial graphics languages standard 
plus P0STNET, giving you a variety of options for 
graphics handling. 


Serial & Parallell I/Os standard and 
optional I/Os like the LANPlex 

(Ethernet 10Base2/10Base-T/ 
Serial/Parallel) and ___ 

FOURPlex ——— 

(Twinax/Coax 
/Serial/Parallel) give 



the T6045 the connectivity options it needs to connect to 
most PCs and networks. 

In the cost of ownership category, the T6045 triumphs, 

saving up to $2,461 over its' closest competitors in the 

first year of ownership. Isn't it time you printed on a Tally? 


JUST CALL 1-800-843-1347 EXT. 591 
for more information, on how Tally can be 

your solution for your "Mission Critical" printing needs, 
if you're on the www, our URL is http://www.tally.com. 

Tally 

printers 

a mannesmann technology company 


Circle 252 on reader service card. 












Web Development Tools 


Internet A-List 



Netscape Navigator 3.0 Still the best way to explore the Web. 


Progressive Networks 
RealAudio Player 2.0 


PowerPoint Viewer 




Quarterdeck WebTalk 


PointCast Network 1.0 


NetCom On-Line 


with this free add-in. 


$49, Windows 95 or 
. Windows NT, 4MB 
/ RAM, Internet access. 

Free, Windows 95 
* or Windows NT 3.51, 
/ 8MB RAM. 


Microsoft 
Frontpage 1.1 


Why let the Feds censor the Net? Filter $50, Windows 95 
out the riffraff yourself, and find the best . or Windows 3.1, 
resources with this smart browser. f 4MB RAM. 

Join and read newsgroups offline so Free, Windows 95 
you don’t spend a fortune on connection . or Windows 3.1, 
costs - f Internet access. 


$59, Internet access. 


Free to registered 

Java-like applets for publishing on the . users of Microsoft’s 
Web-for free. No programming needed. / Office. 

Are you crazy? Let just anyone 
read your e-mail? Keep it private with 


The fastest, smartest way to find 
what you need on the Net. Check it 


Free, Internet access. 


July 1996, page 25C 
(214) 424-7882 
Reader Service No. e 


July 1996, page 115 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 666 

Nov. 1995, page 200 
(800)238-3672 
Reader Service No. 667 

May 1996, page 68 
(800) 336-7890 
Reader Service No. 668 


Find what you’re looking for faster; 
enter a query and WebCompass finds it, 
organizes it, and stores it for you. 

Everything you need to make free 
phone calls on the Web-try it while 
it’s still legal. 

For those times when e-mail is too 
impersonal: It turns your PC into a 


Free, Windows 95 or March 1996, page l 
Windows 3.1, 486 CPU, (800)683-6696 
' 8MB RAM. 


ler Service No. 669 


May 1996, page 66 
(800) 683-6696 
Reader Service No. 67C 


delivered right to your desktop. Serves 
up sports scores and horoscopes, too. 


The most civilized of the big national 
online services. And it’s got the most 


You can fii 
ISPs, but for fast, reliable service 


$50, Windows 95, 

. 486 CPU, 8MB RAM, 

/ Internet access. 

$69, Internet access, This issue, page 9 
. video camera required. <6oo) 241-7463 
/ Reader Service Nc 


Free, Internet access. 

Mmm 

$9.95 per month for 
. 5 hours, $2.95 for 
/ each additional hour. 

$19.95 per month. 


July 1996. page 85 
(800) 586-4733 
Reader Service No. i 

January 1996, page 
(800) 827-6364 
Reader Service No. ( 

January 1996, page 
(800) 638-2661 
Reader Service No. ( 


The most usable, graphical Web page 
publisher you can buy. Watch for 
Adobe’s PageMill for Windows this fall. 


$149, Windows 95, 
486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 


Microsoft 

Internet Information 
Server 


The best way to put your NT box on I 
Web—and it’s free with NT Server. 


for CD-ROMs and the Web. Converts 
existing Director files to Web code, t 


, or Windows 3.1, 4MB ,: (BOO) 771-6030 


Reader Service NO. 676 


Free with $999 
. NT Server, 386 CPU, 
/ 16MB RAM 

Free with $850 
j Macromedia Director 5. 
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July 1990 1 

The stakes are raised in ‘ 
PC advertising. Gateway 
pioneers theme ads and 
easy-to-read bullet-point 
configurations with the i 
“PC Saloon” ad. J 


February 1988 

The bovine species 
makes its debut in PC 
advertisements with 
Gateway’s first national 
ad. Cows become cool. 


April 1991 

Gateway starts shipping 
PCs in cow-spotted , 
boxes. Cow-spot fever 
; spreads across the nation.] 















They're To Spot 
In South Dakota! 


Gateway 2000 has been taking the guesswork out of 
buying PCs ever since our humble beginning back in 1985. 
We give you all the information you need to find the right 
system. And great prices, quality products and outstanding 
service and support are the norm rather than the exception. 
We’ve also made your PC buying experience more fun by 
embracing our origins — Gateway was started by a couple 
farm boys in a barn on a Midwestern cattle ranch. In honor 
of these roots, nearly 5,000 GATEWAY 111 employees painted 



cow spots on our company headquarters. No polished silver 
or mirrored glass here. That’s .-not Gateway’s style. After all, 
we were bom in a barn. 













































P5-200XL 


{DESTINATION ' SYSTEM 


P5-166 


G6-180 


S5-100 


S5-133 


Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor i 
i2MB Synchronous DRAM 
|12K Pipelined Burst Cache 
,5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 
Matrox® 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics 
D-Recordable w/ SCSI Controller 
(X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 
(6-Bit Gateway Sound Card 
" Itec ACS-400 ACS 250 Speakers 
elePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 
fivitronl7,26dp Monitor (15.9" viewable) 
■2-Bay Tower Case 
Jj04 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
Windows 95 

IS Office 95, Professional Edition* 
Generations II Software Collection 
Kateway Gold™ Premium Service 


$3999 


All systems match corresponding' 
multimedia system configurations 
listed, excluding speakers, with 
Destination Big Screen PC upgrade 
(see details on next page) replacing 
standard corresponding components 
and software. 


•D5-120..:, .$3499 

..$3999 
..$5099 


0M drives standard on 
CD-recordable 
ik the fastest Pentium 
ordable drive and 32MB 


able PCs 

| the trend of quality 
ven features of the 
•notebooks deliver all the 
(Pentium® processor- 
t RAM standard — for' 
2100 notebooks are 
new trails in 


/ay you look 
reenPC. We’ve 
ipact of a big 
i. The 


teway Solo ™ 2100 Portable PCs _ 


ptel 166MHz Pentium Processor 
2MB Synchronous DRAM 
p6K Pipelined Burst Cache 
.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 
IB MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 
lx CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 
fivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
15.9" viewable) 

-Bay Tower Case 
Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
IS Windows 95 

jlS Office 95, Professional Edition* 
Business Lease* $99/mo. 


2699 


■ Intel 180MHz Pentium Pro Processor 1 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 2.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit Graphics 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives I 

■ Vivitronl5 ,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT® Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$2499 


to give you 
d to the family 
ateway today! 


.3" DSTN SVGA Color Display 
mm (fel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

MB EDO DRAM expandable to 40MB 
mMS6K Pipelined Burst Cache 
I IB EDO Video RAM 
||0MB Hard Drive 
“Sdular 6X CD-ROM Drive 
Diskette Drive 
& Stereo Speakers 
Ion Battery & AC Pack 
MS Windows 95 Keyboard 
Case 
95 

Works 95 


■ 12.1" Active Matrix SVGA Color Dis[ 

■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 40MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1MB EDO Video RAM 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

■ 28.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 

■ 2 Lithium Ion Batteries & AC Pack 

■ 85-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Carrying Case 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 

$5449 Business Lease* $195/n| 














































They're 1^5 To Spot 
In South Dakota! 


Gateway Solo 2100 Pori 

The new Gateway Solo™ 2100 notebook continues 
portable PCs we started in 1992. Based on the pro 
Gateway Solo portable PC, Solo 2100 multimedia 
features you want and need. Bigger screens, an al 
based lineup, 6X CD-ROM drives and 16MB EDC 
less. They start at $2,699. And all Gateway Solo 
custom-built to your specifications. We’ve.blazed 
computing — now you can too. 



February 1992 | 

PCs with the “works” 
become the standard, as 
Gateway offers choice of 
application software on 
new systems at no , 
, extra charge. J 


July 1994 

. The multimedia bonanza i 
begins - CD-ROM drives 
become standard on all 

1 Gateway™ systems. 


i «.n 


processor available and combined it with a CD-rec 
synchronous DRAM to produce the P5 200XL. 
You get lightning-fast performance, plus all the 
tools you need to create your own CDs. 

Destination Big Screen PC 

After 11 years of rolling out some of the biggest tn 
around, we’ve started a trend that will change the' 
at computers forever. It’s the Destination™ Big Sc 
merged the features of a multimedia PC with the ir 
screen TV to create a whole new computer categoi 
31-inch monitor, wireless keyboard and Field Moi 
control harness the power of a Pentium® processoi 
the ultimate multimedia PC. Computing just movi 
room. Pull up a couch. For the big picture, call G 


P5-200XL 

Gateway led the industry in 1994 by making CD-I 
all desktop PCs. Now we’ve started another trend 
drives are standard on our new P5-200XL. We toi 














Multimedia Systems _ 


s 


P5-120 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel® 120MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit GATEWAY™ Sound Card 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ CrystalScan®15 .28dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 

■ ■Generations II Software Collection 

$1799 

Professional Systems 


P5-100 


P5-166 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ Vivitron™17 .26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ ■ Generations II Software Collection 

$2699 


PS-133 


P5-200XL 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor 

► 32MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 512K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ Matrox® 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics 

► CD-Recordable w/SCSI Controller 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec ACS400 ACS 250 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor (15.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 

■ ■ Generations II Software Collection 

■ Gateway Gold™ Premium Service 

$3999 


P5-166 


DESTINATION ™ SYSTEM 


■ All systems match corresponding , 
multimedia system configurations 
listed, excluding speakers, with 
Destination Big Screen PC upgrade 
(see details on next page) replacing 
standard corresponding components 
and software. 



G6-180 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ Vivitronl5 .26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$1599 


Business Lease* $59/mo. 


Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO DRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
1.6GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 
2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 
8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 
Vivitronl5 .26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

7-Bay Mini Tower Case 
104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
MS Windows 95 

MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$1899 


Business Lease’ $70/mo. 


Professional Systems. 


G6-200 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 32MB EDO DRAM 

■ 2GB 9ms Fast SCSI Hard Drive 

■ Matrox 4MB WRAM PCI Graphics 

■ 4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl7 ,26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104’Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$3699 


Business Lease’ $136/mo. 


The D5-200 PC has not been approved by 
the Federal Communications Commission. 
This device is not, and may not be, offered 
for sale or lease, or sold or leased until the 
approval of the FCC has been obtained. 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 
► 32MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 
Business Lease’ $99/mo. 


$2699 


■ Intel 180MHz Pentium Pro Proce 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 2.5GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit Graphics I 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives J 

■ Vivitronl5 .26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104+Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 I 

■ MS Windows NT ® Workstation 3.5l| 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition^ 


$2499 


Business Lease* $92/«l 


Gateway Solo ™ 2100 Portable PCs _ 


■ 11.3" DSTN SVGA Color Display 

■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM expandable to 40MB 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1MB EDO Video RAM 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ 85-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Carrying Case 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Works 95 


$2699 


Business Lease’ $99/mo. 


■ 12.1" Active Matrix SVGA ColorDi 

■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 40MB EDO DRAM 


■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1MB EDO Video RAM 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

■ 28.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 

■ 2 Lithium Ion Batteries & AC Pad 

■ 85-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Carrying Case 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$5449 


Business Lease’ $19 



pentium 
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Destination IM ' 

In the market for a multimedia PC? Consider upgrading to a Big Screen PC. 

Just like all our computers, the Destination Big Screen PC is built to order, with your choice of 
Pentium processor, DRAM, hard drive, CD-ROM drive, diskette drive, and fax/modem. 

The following Destination components replace the corresponding standard components of 
the Family PC and XL systems: 

■ Video Card: STB® 2MB VRAM Graphics Accelerator w/ Cable-Ready TV Tuner 

■ SoundCard: 16-Bit Hi-Fi Wavetable Audio Card 

■ Monitor: Destination 31" VGA Monitor 

■ Case: 7-Bay Charcoal-Colored PC Case 

■ Keyboard: Wireless Keyboard with Integrated EZ Pad" Pointing Device 

■ Mouse: Field Mouse™ Remote with Integrated Trackball 

■ Software: Destination Software Collection 
(Call about this package of software specially selected for the 
Destination Big Screen PC’s extraordinary multimedia capabilities.) 

■ Speakers: Not included. The Destination Big Screen PC has been designed for easy 
integration with your existing stereo system. Need a high-quality sound system? 

See speaker option at right_ 

Trend-Setting _ 

Multimedia/Communication 

■ CD-Recordable $599 

4X read/2X write recordable CD drive with SCSI controller, 

Corel 3 CD Creator 2 for MS Windows 95 and three media disks. 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-250 Subwoofer $75 

(upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACSAO speakers) 

• Altec ACS400 Speaker System w/ACS-250 Subwoofer $120 

(upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

Networking 

3Com® Ethernet Adapters 

■ 16-Bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 Connectors $99 

■ 16-Bit Card with only RJ45 Connector $79 

Printers and Scanners 

■ Epson® Stylus™ Color IIs Ink Jet Printer $169 after $30 mfr. rebate 

■ Hewlett®-Packard DeskJet 600C InkJet Printer $209 

■ EpsonStylus Color II InkJet Printer $249 after $30 mfr. rebate 

■ Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5L Printer $479 

■ Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5P Printer $849 

■ Epson Action Scanning™ System II $449 

Service & Support 

Gateway Gold™ Premium 

■ Extended Three-Year On-Site Agreement* for Desktop Systems 

■ Priority 800 Number For Access to Technical Experts 
With system purchase $99 
Within current on-site service agreement $129 

Ask about Gateway Gold Premium upgrade for the Destination Big Screen PC. 

*On-site service for desktop and tower systems is available to most U.S. and Canadian locations after 
determination by a Gateway tech that you need it. On-site service is provided by PC Technology 
Services, Inc. Write or call for a free copy of the on-site service agreement. 



Option 

■ harman/kardon High-Fidelity Sound System 

Seven-piece Dolby® Surround Sound Pro Logic speaker system including 
AVR-10 audio/video receiver with remote, subwoofer, center channel, and 
four satellites for the ultimate multimedia audio experience. $699 


Software 

■ Kid’s BackPack™ III 

Includes School House Rock!™: Grammar Rock™; Sesame Street: Get Set to Learn®; 
Math Blaster 2®: Secret of the Lost City; Imo & The King™; Putt-Putt® Goes To The 
Moon"; and Gateway cow-spotted backpack. $59 

■ Finance Pack (U.S. Shipment Only) 

Includes Quicken® Deluxe 5, Quicken Financial Planner!" Quicken Family Lawyer™ 
and Quicken Parents’ Guide To Money" $69 


Call the GATEWAY ™ component 
add-ons division at 800-846- 
2080for our complete line of 
extras for Gateway customers. 
Sales Hours: 7am-10pm 
Weekdays (CDT). 

GSA Schedule # GS-35F-3349D 


P5-166 Professional system 
shown with optional 
Microsoft ® Windows NT® 
3.51 operating system. Call 
for details about our 
MS Windows NT4.0 
upgrade offer. 
Hurry, expires 
July 31,1996. 


Gateway 2000 Manufacturing, 
North Sioux City, South Dakota, 
is ISO 9002 certified. 



W5& 


Ask About Our 
“90 Days No Payment" 
Program! 


© 1996 Gateway 2000, Inc. GATEWAY 2000, CrystalScan, TeleP 
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Gateway accepts most major credit 
cards and C.O.D. terms, with net 
30-day terms and leasing options 
available to qualified commercial 
customers. You can also apply for the 
Gateway 2000 DuoLine'“ MasterCard" card, 
issued by Dial National Bank, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Web Coma 


You all know that zoned-out comatose daze you sometimes feel after 


pigging out at Thanksgiving ... or fighting to stay awake during some 
endless HR department sensitivity sermon. Or slogging through an 
incomprehensible tax form or a Jackie Collins novel. Or enduring a 


marathon PBS drawing-room potboiler so stupefyingly dull you actu¬ 



ally look forward to the pledge breaks. 
OK, they’re all definitely trance induc¬ 


ers, but the truth is that there’s 

simply no coma like Web coma. And 
it comes in five main varieties. 

Click-Candy The Web is the 
ultimate manifestation of Attention 
Deficit Disorder, with some “Let’s 
Make a Deal” thrown in. Hypertext 
beckons seductively from every comer 
of your screen. What’s behind link 
number two? Go there now! No time 
to read the current page. Click. Gone. 

Content? Who cares? It doesn’t 
matter whether each successive page 
is bad or good. If it’s bad you just 
warp right out of there. If it’s good 
you follow the thread in any 
direction, backtrack, then try 
another one. It’s endless, like some 
vast Zen circle thing. 

Nothing holds your attention for 
more than two seconds, with cooler 
stuff just a click away. Every so often 
you break the spell by adding a page 
to your already unmanageable 
bookmark list. But this sprawling list 
is typically so huge and out of control 
that you’ll never visit it again. 

Doesn’t matter. You’re hopelessly 
swept down the clickstream. New 
links lure you on. You slip easily into 
Web Coma Number One. 

Search Me Then there’s Work 
Web Coma Number Two. You need 
> to do some serious research. So you 
5 fire up your favorite search engine. It 
| spits out 90,000 hits. You fiddle with 
° the search parameters. Which either 
“ pares the hit list down to 85,000 or 
§ suddenly says there are no matches. 

You start over and this time 
£ actually begin sampling the search 


The Web is the 
ultimate manifestation 

of Attention Deficit 
Disorder. Click. 
Zoom. Gone. 


results, displayed in what the engine 
claims are order of relevance, cooked 
up by some quirky brute-force 
algorithm hooked to a synonym 
dictionary nearly as useless as the 
thesaurus in Microsoft Word. 

After countless blind alleys, you 
switch to another search engine. This 
one produces even more so-called 
hits, and its search limiter uses an 


entirely different set of rules and 
syntax but produces similarly 
frustrating results. And on you slog, 
coma growing deeper, fruitlessly 
trying search engine after search 
engine, until the cleaning lady shuffles 
in and out and the automatic timer 
turns the building’s lights off. 

Interglut Those twin torpors 
don’t hold a candle to the third type 
of coma generated by frenzied 
marketers desperate to catch the Web 
wave. Suddenly every computer 
product has to scream the magic Net 
words or it doesn’t get shelf space. 

Things are so loony these days 
that even hardware is falling under 
this spell. Tripp Lite hails its terrific 
Touch Master UPS/power switch as 
“Internet-ready.” A UPS! OK, it has 
a tiny phone-line surge suppressor 
in the back, but are your eyes glazing 
over yet? 

Vole No The fourth class of coma 
comes from listening while rabid 
congressional technophobes worse 
than the Unabomber soporifically 
grandstand to the rubes back home, 
clogging the Net with overregulation, 
unenforceable laws, and miles of ugly 
red tape. Throw the bums out. 

Hates Gates Still, the worst Web 
coma evoker is clearly Oracle pooh- 
bah Larry Ellison. Spitting bile over 
Bill Gates’s billions, Larry rants 
ceaselessly about how the $500 NC 
(network computer) will kill the PC. 

What’s Ellison’s conception of 
how you’ll work in the future? You’ll 
plug the diskless NC into your TV 
set. Your data will reside on some far- 
off Oracle server. And you’ll hum 
busily away with Java apps flashing 
over the Internet. Right. 

Ever try reading text off a fuzzy TV 
screen? Can you imagine doing word 
processing on that? Or entrusting 
your data solely to a distant server? 

Or facing a torrent of Web-clog error 
messages every time you do anything? 

That’s not stupefying. That’s just 
plain stupid. 






The Millennia TransPort™ 


• 16MB EDO memory (48MB mox.) S 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 | 


• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• Motorola® Montana 28.8 fox/modem 

• 12.1" active matrix color display, 800 x 6( 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 


'6299 


800 - 733-9513 

http://www.mei.micron.com 
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With its exclusive FlexOpt™ dual-hay modular design, the Micron™ 
Millennia TransPorf M lets you mix and match devices for a variety of ] 
customized choices. Drop in a modular CD-ROM drive. Add a 
second intelligent modular lithium-ion battery, or a second 1.2GB 
hard drive to boost productivity. And count on built-in flexibility like ! 
Microns innovative Pick-a-Poinf M system, offering 
touchpad or pointing-stick operation. Top it off with the 
industry’s best warranty and you have the ideal portable 
computing solution. 


Common Features 


• 133MHz Pentium® processor 

• Intel 430MX PCIset 

• 256KB L2 pipelined burst cache 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 4X modular CD-ROM drive 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 1MB EDO memory 

• Pick-a-Point” dual pointing devices integrate 
both pointing stick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive (1.2GB mox.) 
•3.5" modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 
•16-bit stereo sound 


•2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Video and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone ond line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one bock 

• Parallel, serial, VGA ond 2 PS/2 ports 
•Dimensions:! 1.7'x 9.4" x 2.0", Weight 6.9 lbs. t 

• Nylon carrying cose 

• Microsoft 8 Windows* 95 ond MS* Plus! CDs 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 ond Bookshelf* 95 CDs 

• Kensington'* security lock} 

• 5-yeor/3-year Micron Power* limited warranty* 

U.S lbs. indudes 3.5" floppy and one boltefy 


‘ 5-year limited warranty on microprocessor ond main i 
‘ 3-yeor limited ports-only system worronty 
' 30 days of tree Micron-supplied softwore support 
' 30-day money-back policy 
1 24-hour technical sopped 


| MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC.: 





















Web Wake-up Call 


Web Review, an outstanding little Web-zine, called it quits saying it couldn’t sell enough 
advertising to make the site work. In fact, the publisher went on to say Web advertising just 


doesn’t pay off and then asked, “Does anyone want to pay for a subscription?” Meanwhile, 


clnet ads are sold out for the year—“Microsoft just bought a million banners!” The difference 


is that clnet actually has people selling 

ads while Web Review, as far as I 
could tell, was hoping people would 
beg to advertise on its site. 

Like many sites, Web Review relied 
on ad reps—freelance salespeople who 
have a tendency to cherry-pick among 
their clients. They jump on hot sites 
because they’re easy sells. 

Sites worth their salt will eventually 
be advertising oriented, with few 
exceptions. But Web Review’s failure 
doesn’t help. The picture is made 
worse by ad agencies that can’t come 
to grips with the technology and 
always seem to be on the lagging edge 
of the growth curve. 

Today’s Web situation reminds me 
of the original Star Trek series, which 
aired only 78 episodes and was 
dumped because the advertisers were 
looking at raw ratings, an artifact of 
the era. Years later, the big agencies 
realized that Star Trek had fantastic 
demographics for certain products 
and would have been a tremendous 
opportunity. Too bad the show was 
canceled years earlier. 

Killer Demographics Many 
insiders realize that the demographics 
for today’s typical Web user are 
frighteningly attractive. But just like 
the Star Trek fumble, few advertising 
agencies have spotted the Web as a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity— 
they see it as an experiment. 

Considered to be definitive 
research on who uses the Internet, 
a Georgia Institute of Technology 
> study last December showed an 
s audience that simply won’t last 
| forever. It’s top-drawer, with plenty 
° of education and tons of money to 

1 spend. By the time advertisers wake 
| up to this opportunity the Web will 

2 be just another mass-market medium. 
£ I’m not saying that advertising on 



John C. Dvorak 


The Web audience 

isn’t going to get any 
better than it is right 

now for targeted 
advertising. 

the Web won’t be good business in 
2010—it’s just that in today’s market 
it’s like shooting fish in a barrel. It’s 
hard to go wrong. 

Look at the statistical profile of a 
person browsing the Web: 

• Average household income: $69,000 

• Average age, women: 35.2 

• Average age, men: 35.2 

• About 70 percent male 

• About 76 percent from the U.S. 

(10 percent from California) 

• 52 percent Windows users 


• 26 percent Macintosh users 

• 77 percent browse at least once a day 

• Primary Web activity: 82 percent 
browsing, 57 percent entertainment, 
51 percent work (with obvious 
multiple selections) 

This group is not going to get any 
better than it is right now for certain 
types of targeted advertising. Over 
time you can expect Web users to 
reflect the TV-viewing population. 

Specialty Sites Web users could 
be particularly hot compared with 
magazine readers. The Web user is 
obviously computer literate and 
trendy, and probably has a higher 
income. Of course, highly targeted 
audiences like stamp collectors and 
car enthusiasts can be developed with 
specialty Web sites. 

The additional psychographic 
(similar to demographic but referring 
to individual taste) realities of Web 
users should make marketing mavens 
drool. Instead we still hear, “Oh, it 
must be a fad.” I’ll tell you something. 
When I watch the NBA play-offs and 
a huge banner on the scoring table 
has a URL plastered on it for the 
whole world to see, the fad concept 
is voided once and for all. 

Unless they just want to promote 
a brand name, Web advertisers can 
bring potential customers over to 
another site where they control 
interactions with the user. Again, the 
marketeers should be drooling but 
instead they’re caught short, 
suddenly finding they don’t have the 
skills to set up a rewarding site. 
Worse, infinite scam-meisters and 
overnight Web experts are doing this 
work with mediocre results. 

Reminds me of a company 
advertising “Java programming 
experts since 1989”! 

In a few years when things 
stabilize, people will look back on 
this amazing period and, like after the 
Star Trek series, lament, “Man, did 
we miss an opportunity back then.” 

So what else is new? 
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MICRON'HAS 
YOU COVERED. 


N ow there’s a desktop PC that’s flexible and 
sensibly priced for your office or depart¬ 
ment—the Micron ClientPro™. Designed for 
long life and reliable, affordable performance, 
the Micron ClientPro offers you stability. You’ll 
get years of productive, adaptable computing 
without costly system upgrades. And with 
Micron, you get a system custom configured to 
fit your office needs. Best of all, it’s backed by 
our industry-leading Micron Power™ warranty*. 
Call today and put the ClientPro to work in 
your office. 



3-year limited parts-only system warranty 

I-, 2- or 3-year optional on-site service agreement for all desktop systems 

30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 

30-day money-back policy 

24-hour technical support 

All sales are subject to Micron's standard limited mranties and terms and conditions olsale. 
Copies ol our limited natronties may be obtained on oar mb site or by calling Micron. 















SYSTEM CONSIDERATIONS 


DEL 


k A I C' XP (\ KI ^ u5t won t ' vo Ma 0 azine 

IVTIU 1\L/ IN Editors 1 Choice awards 


ATEWAY 

B year limited warranty 
■High price 


QkntPro P100 


fel 100MHz Pentium® processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3COM 3C509 Combo network adapter 

• 3.5" floppy drive 

• lool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

•Microsoft DOS 6.22/Windows® for Workgroups 3.11 

• 5-yeor/3-year Micron Power 5 " warranty* 


I • Pa 64-bit graphics accelerator (1MB EDO) 

• 1MB EDO MM 

• 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

• 14" Micron 14FGx, .28dp (12.9" display) 
soft Works preinstalled 


s l,499 

Bus. lease $51/mo. 


PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 

• 16MB EDO RAM 

IBB EIDE hard drive 

• 15"Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

»ft Office Pro 4.3 preinstalled 


s !943 

Bus. lease $66/mo. 


1*1 


Tbllfree from Canada 

800-708-1758 


E ToDlree from Puerto Rico International Sales International Fax 

800-708-1756 208-893-8970 W 208-893-7393 

»E Met M Nampa, ID 83687 • Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sal 7om-5pm (MI) International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 6am-7pm (MI) 
JMMMt • Fn J0M93-3424 • Purchase Order Far 708-893-8992 • Technical Support Available 24 Hears / 7 Days 
Technical Support E-mail: teihsuppart.mei@miaon.rom 



1 ClientPro P166 

• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3COM 3C509 Combo network adapter 

• 32MB EDO RAM 
•2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 3.5" floppy drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 


• 17" Micron 17FGx, .26dp (15.8" display) 

• Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT’” Workstation 3.51 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf® 95 CDs 
jjf • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

s 3.282 

Bus. lease S 112/mo. 
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Microsoft 

WindowsNT. 

READV-TO-RUN 
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It’s your business. 

Who would you trust to back you up? 



Nowdays, businesses of all sizes, everywhere, 
rely on the same precious commodity. Information. 

Customer records, inventory, tax information, 
are the lifeblood of your business. And, while 
most data is safe, a computer virus, human error 
or other catastrophic event, and your data could 
vanish into thin air. 

That’s why it’s so essential to back up. 

The easiest and most reliable way to 
protect your data comes from the company 
Microsoft t * lat ever y° ne trusts. Hewlett-Packard,the 
windows 95 world leader in tape backup. The affordable 


HP Colorado T1000 stores up to 800 MB' using new 
TRAVAN " technology. It includes true Windows’ 95 
software. One button backup and unattended oper¬ 
ation make it a snap. 

Other Hewlett Packard tape drives range from 
350 MB* up to 24 GB'. So whether you’re backing up 
your PC or your network, HP has a solution for all 
of your storage and backup needs. 

Now there’s no excuse to leave your data un¬ 
protected. Your business depends on it, and you can 
depend on Hewlett-Packard. Visit your dealer, or call 
1-800-826-4111 ext. 1296 for more information. 

Circle 178 on reader service card. 














Internet Upstarts 

It’s bad form to make your first $23 million while still living in a college dorm. Or so you’d 


gather from the snide swipes clubby corporate types have been taking at the Internet’s nou¬ 
veau riche. It’s not youth or luck that gets under the business establishment’s skin. It’s that 
those who make money on the Net have thumbed their noses at conventional wisdom. The 
Web levels the playing field like a typhoon blowing through 

Tahitian village. Want to single- 
handedly take on a national bookseller 
chain—say, Barnes & Noble or 
B. Dalton? No prob. 

Conventional wisdom: Withdraw a 
couple hundred million dollars from 
your checking account to buy and staff 
retail outlets all over the country. Then 
secure another couple hundred million 
in bank loans to buy inventory. Now 
throw up a Web page to promote the 
whole affair. Easy—why hadn’t you 
thought of this before? 

Unconventional wisdom: Forget j 
strip malls; go direcdy to the Web. ' 

Barely 18 months old, Amazon.com 
Books expects to rake in a tidy 
$5 million from book sales this year. 

Not bad, considering the total Web 
retail pie amounts to only about 
$300 million. What’s Amazon.com’s 
secret? Customers don’t have to hunt 
for a parking space. Also, they get to 
select from more than 1.1 million 
titles—roughly five times as many as 
you’ll find at your favorite Barnes 
& Noble megastore. And yet, 

Amazon.com has no inventory. The 
company orders books directly from 
publishers as needed. The whole outfit 
is run from a single office. Operating 
costs are, shall we say, minimal. 

The Great Leveler Simply 
hanging your shingle on the Web 
won’t get you that new Ferrari, of 
course. Companies turning a buck 
on the Internet recognize that service, 
not just convenience, is how to 
> get a leg up on competitors. 

S Amazon.com’s real secret is the way 
| it leverages Web technology. Because 
° you can’t thumb through books on 
" the Web before buying, the company 
i had to offer services conventional 
•S bookstores can’t. When you select a 
£ title, a database flashes related titles. 



CDNow expects to 

pull in $6 million 

this year from its Web 
site. Total cost to set 
up shop: $ 2 , 500 . 


Customers can receive a list of 
recommendations based on their past 
purchases. It’s like the friendly advice 
you used to get from independent 
booksellers—before B. Dalton and 
Barnes & Noble gobbled them all up. 

As the Great Leveler, the Web not 
only lets little guys take a swing at 
big guys, it also provides ample 
opportunity for giants to stumble on 
their own. Corporations that have 


invested gazillions garnering mind 
share and market presence in print 
and broadcast media often look like 
pip-squeaks in cyberspace. Coca- 
Cola relied on Madison Avenue 
imagemeisters for its Web design. But 
without the feel-good rock anthems 
and MTV video splices, it’s just a 
lonely, nerdy place straining to be 
hip. Worse, its content is about as 
substantial as a diet cola. 

The favorite venue at Exxon’s site 
is—you guessed it—the oil-spill page, 
where you can download pictures of 
the Valdez disaster area. It makes you 
wonder how many of its hits are from 
former Exxon shareholders. 

Swinging at Giants OK, so 
maybe you don’t want to single- 
handedly take on Coke or Exxon. 
How about Tower Records? A two- 
year-old cybercompany called 
CDNow carries a selection of more 
than 165,000 audio CD titles and 
30,000 videotapes, making it the best- 
stocked music and video store on the 
planet. Traffic through the site is 
staggering; the company rang up 
$2 million in business last year and 
expects to take in another $6 million 
this year. Cost to set up shop on 
the Web: $2,500. Brothers Jason and 
Matthew Olim built a 35-person 
company in two years with seed 
capital that amounted to the price of 
a decent mountain bike. 

And as for Tower? A modest sign 
at the company’s Web site politely 
informs visitors that the joint is still 
under construction, and to please 
check back later. 

Great Leveler indeed. If there’s 
anything to be learned from the 
Web’s millionaires, it’s that current 
marketing conventions are history. 

Big companies can look like hayseed 
stooges; startups can look like industry 
titans. Your greatest advantage in 
selling on the Web is the one-to-one 
rapport you can build with customers. 
It’s another term for service. And it’s 
how to make your cash register ring. 
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128 -BIT GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR BLASTING ACROSS 








12.1 INCHES OF REAL ESTATE. 


DELL® LATITUDE® LM P133ST 

133MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 12.1" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 24MB RAM/1,3GB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touch pad/I rD A-1 Port 

• Under 7 pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty* 

• Upgrade to 40MB BAM, add $400. 

• 2nd Lithium Ion Battery, add $249. 
PICTURED SYSTEM 

$4299 

Business Lease*: $155/Mo. 

Order Code #800056 

DELL LATITUDE LM P100SD 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


DELL LATITUDE LM P133ST 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 12.1" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

35” Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to an 81OMB hard drive, 
add $200. 

• 28.8 XJACKVCabled Modem, add $258 

$3499 

Business Lease: $129/Mo. 

Order Code #800051 

DELL LATITUDE XPi P133ST 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


DELL LATITUDE LM P100SD 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 
• NEW Multimedia Notebook 


• 11.3" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 24MB RAM/81 OMB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 
3.5' Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 


Feeling the need to get blown away? 
Order the new DelfLatitude®LM notebook. 
It comes with 12.1 eye-popping inches of 


• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 1.3GB hard drive, 
add $200. 

• Leather Carrying Case, add $129. 


$3399 


viewing real estate. Plenty of room to 
show off Neo-Magic's stunning 128-bit 
graphics accelerator-an industry first. 
You also get MPEG software for 30 
frames-per-second video. The vibrancy 
of an SVGA (800 x 600) active matrix 
screen. And a CD-ROM. 


Business Lease: $126/Mo. 

Order Code #800055 

DELL LATITUDE XPi P100SD 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


You get the latest graphics technology. 
And it'll last. Because this system is built 
around Dell's heralded battery technology. 


• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 11.3" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 
35’ Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 16MB BAM, add $249. 

• Upgrade to a 13GB hard drive, 
add $400. 


• NEW Network-ready Notebook 

• 11.3" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Sound with 
Built-in Dual-ported Speaker 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• 19mm Optical Trackball 

• IrDA-l Port 

• 3.5" Floppy Drive 

• 6.1 pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 1.2GB hard drive, 
add $400. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 


• NEW Network-ready Notebook 

• 10.4" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Sound with 
Built-in Dual-ported Speaker 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• 19mm Optical Trackball 

• IrDA-l Port 

• 35" Floppy Drive 

• 6.1 pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 24MB BAM, 
add $399. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 


$2799 $3899 


DelJ’s featured computer artist is Jonathan Herbert of NY, NY. 


$2699 

Business Lease: $100/Mo. 
Order Code #800053 


Which means your graphics will impress 
you (and those lucky enough to be sitting 
near you) for hours and hours. 

And it's available now. So prepare 
yourself. Then give us a call. 


oeu 


12122331 

800 - 348-8346 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada^ call 800-233-0750 

| KBycode#02138~| 
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Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0, Netscape Navigator 3.0 


New! 

The Browser Battle Rages On 


Isn’t competition 
great? With giants 
Netscape and 
Microsoft openly 
battling to build the best Web 
browser, the rest of us only 
stand to come out ahead. In the 
latest round of the contest, both 
companies have produced even 
better versions of the two most 
popular and most powerful 
browsers available: Netscape’s 
Navigator 3.0 and Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer 3.0. 

On paper, the packages are 
much alike. Both include exten¬ 
sive support for many of the 
same new Internet technolo¬ 
gies, controls, and plug-ins. 
Take a closer look, however, 
and you’ll see many differences. 
Microsoft’s efforts will present 


a serious challenge to Netscape 
in the future. For now, how¬ 
ever, the top browser is still 
Netscape’s—barely. 

Refined and Reliable 
Netscape had something to 
prove about reliability given 
the numerous peccadilloes of 
Navigator 2.x. But our early 
tests of a prerelease version of 
Navigator 3.0 make it clear 
that the company succeeded in 
hammering out the bugs. 

Navigator 3.0 runs fast and 
true. Have you had trouble 
with Navigator’s cache? Net¬ 
scape’s new LiveCache system 
makes better use of RAM to 
support CD-ROM content. It 
also progressively caches par¬ 
tially loaded content, making 
it easier for you to pick up 


where you left off. 

Although Navigator 3.0 rep¬ 
resents a major upgrade, it’s 
really an enhancement of the 
already great version 2.0. The 
big news is its support for new 
Web file formats and technolo¬ 
gies, plus one or two significant 
add-on modules. There’s built- 
in support for streaming audio, 
streaming video (both AVI and 
QuickTime), and 3-D VRML, 
plus security password certifi¬ 
cates. We’ve tested them all, and 
they work as advertised. The 
VRML support is particularly 
impressive. 

Cool Talkin’ CoolTalk is 
probably the single most visi¬ 
ble addition to Navigator 3.0. 
It’s a separate Internet tele¬ 
phone program, similar to 
VocalTec’s Internet Phone, that 
lets you converse with another 
person either point-to-point or 
via a Netscape host-server con¬ 
nection. In addition to two- 
way audio communication, 
CoolTalk provides competent 
software and data-sharing 
(whiteboarding) tools, as well 
as a text-chat feature. 

There are two significant 
advances in Navigator 3.0 that 
won’t be readily apparent to 
most users, but they could 
improve the Internet experi¬ 
ence. For example, Netscape 
reworked its Java and JavaScript 
support for greater reliability 
and wider compatibility. Even 
better, the company added an 
object-integration framework, 
called LiveConnect, that 
allows live objects such as Java 
applets, JavaScripts, and plug¬ 
ins to interact and synchronize 
with one another. 

Navigator 3.0 also includes 
minor but welcome interface 


tweaks, such as completely 
reworked context menus in 
Bookmarks. There’s also a 
nifty little icon next to the 
Location (URL) field that you 
can drag off to the desktop, a 
folder, or the Bookmarks win¬ 
dow to create an instant URL 
shortcut icon of the current 
Web page. You can also 
(finally) customize the win- 
dowpane arrangements of the 
Mail and News programs. 

Webmasters and Net surfers 
alike will appreciate improve¬ 
ments to Frame navigation, 
including support for the Back 
button within a frame. There 
are also new HTML tags like 
background colors for tables, 
and new attributes for embed¬ 
ding audio and video. 

Serious Challenger 
Meanwhile, Microsoft’s Inter¬ 
net Explorer (or MSIE, as it’s 
known on the Net) is also 
extremely ambitious. Version 
3.0 might just as well have been 
called version 4.0. That’s no 
accident: Netscape has a sig¬ 
nificant lead in the browser 
world, with 75 percent market 
share, and Microsoft is the 
only company with any real 
chance of competing. To get 
ahead, Internet Explorer 3.0 
has to match or beat Navigator 
3.0 feature for feature, and in 
many ways it does. 

Internet Explorer 3.0 looks 
dramatically different from 
previous versions. Microsoft 
paid close attention to the 
interface, giving it a drag-and- 
drop-configurable toolbar with 
buttons that light up as the 
pointer hovers over them. 
These enhancements add up to 
an extremely usable applica¬ 
tion—and usability is where 



Navigator 3.0: Still the leading 
browser, Netscape’s Navigator 3.0 
is more refined and modular than 
previous versions. One of the 
hottest new features is a built-in 
utility called CoolTalk that lets you 
place phone calls, chat, or share 
applications over the Internet. 


A. Navigator 3.0 supports 
VRML for navigating through 
sites with 3-D worlds. 

B. CoolTalk, Navigator’s 
Internet phone application, 
also supports chat and 
application sharing. 

C. Version 3.0 handles 
streaming audio and video. 
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Microsoft’s browser skips 
ahead of Navigator. 

Top Performer Internet 
Explorer 3.0 brings a raft of fea¬ 
tures that improve perfor¬ 
mance, including better support 
for multiple connections and 
background downloads. In a 
simple side-by-side compari¬ 
son of the prerelease versions of 
the two browsers, Internet 
Explorer 3.0 had a slight perfor¬ 
mance edge when opening 
uncached Web pages. Another 
surprising new touch is a pair of 
excellent bundled add-in pro¬ 
grams: Internet News (a news- 
group reader) and Internet Mail 
(an e-mail utility). Both are first- 
rate apps that we prefer by a 
small margin to their Netscape 
counterparts. 

Microsoft also added Navi¬ 
gator 2.0-compatible frames 
that support the use of the 
Back button within frame 
pages. New attributes deliver 
customizable frame borders, 
including invisible borders and 
floating frames, letting users 
improve their Web-page 
designs without facing perfor¬ 
mance penalties. 

Early Look Many of the 
major features that Microsoft 
announced for Internet 
Explorer 3.0, such as support 
for Java and third-party plug¬ 
ins, weren’t operational in the 
prerelease version we tested but 
will be included in the final 
release. Existing Navigator 
plug-ins will work with Inter¬ 
net Explorer 3.0, and Microsoft 
is working on a setup routine 
that will detect and automati¬ 
cally configure plug-ins already 
installed on your PC. That’s a 
trick Netscape should copy. 
Internet Explorer also includes 

fff .PCCOMPUTING.C 


Guide to PC Computing’s Ratings 

Excellent Market leader that offers exceptional performance 

Good Excels in many areas; a good buy . 

Acceptable Average for its class; a justifiable purchase..... 
Poor Out-of-date or substandard; offset by some positive featu, 
Unacceptable Missing necessary features; avoid . 


☆☆☆☆ 

. ☆ 


an Internet phone that lets users 
share applications over the Net, 
and a shared whiteboard con¬ 
ferencing tool that supports 
multiple-point (more than two- 
person) conferencing. These 
two features could help Micro¬ 
soft leapfrog Netscape. 

Another big feature of Inter¬ 
net Explorer 3.0, ActiveX, was 
in the prerelease version—but 
few pages on the Web have yet 
to take advantage of this tech¬ 
nology. Built-in ActiveX con¬ 
trols let browsers view charts, 
timed events, automatic event- 
launchers, and 3-D animation. 
ActiveX components will 
work in concert with Java 
applications. In theory ActiveX 
is a boon, but we’ll reserve 
final judgment until we’ve 


seen it fully applied. 

Close Choice Until now 
Netscape’s Navigator has dom¬ 
inated the browser market. 
With version 3.0 of Internet 
Explorer, however, Microsoft 
poses a serious threat to 
Netscape’s lead. Microsoft may 
even beat Netscape at its own 
game: Internet Explorer 3.0 
costs nothing, while Navigator, 
after years of being free, now 
costs $49 per copy. Ultimately, 
however, the battle of the 
browsers will be decided by 
content. If either LiveConnect 
or ActiveX builds serious 
support, people will want to 
use the browser that best sup¬ 
ports the prevailing standard. 
But for now, the lead is still 
Netscape’s. SCOT finnie 



Internet Explorer 3.0: Microsoft’s 
browser is vastly changed from the 
previous version. New features 
include support for frames (shown 
here with DeLorme’s mapping Web 
site), ActiveX, shared whiteboarding 
tools, a Net phone, and excellent 
e-mail and newsgroup readers. 


A. The configurable toolbar's 

buttons light up when the 
mouse pointer is over them. 

B. Version 3.0 adds Navigator- 
compatible frames. 

C. With image-map support, 
graphics link to pages faster. 
0. Open a Favorites folder of 
frequently visited sites. 


O M 
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Internet 
Explorer 3.0 

Verdict: A worthy competitor 
to Netscape’s Navigator— 
and it's free. 

Pros: New, intuitive interface; 
displays borderless frames; 
support for Netscape plug-ins; 
speedy performance. 

Cons: Can ActiveX really 
gather enough support from 
developers? 

Online Extras: For links to 
the best sites for downloading 
Internet Explorer 3.0, check out 
PC Computing's Web page at 
www.pccomputing.com. 


Microsoft 
(800] 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 686 

Navigator 3.0 

Verdict: The best browser 
keeps getting better. 

Pros: Built-in support for 
streaming audio and video, 
Java, and VRML, plus hooks for 
hundreds of free plug-ins. New 
CoolTalk utility includes a Net 
phone with data-sharing and 
text-chat features. 

Cons: The $49 price is 
reasonable, but Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer 3.0 is free. 
Online Extras: For links to 
the best sites for downloading 
Navigator 3.0, check out 
PC Computing’s Web page at 
www.pccomputing.com. 


$49 est. street price 
Netscape Communications 
(415] 937-3777 
Reader Service No. 687 
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■ Compaq Armada 4100 


The Skinny on Compaq’s Latest 


It’s your choice: 
Lug around a 
shoulder- 
wrenching multi- 
media portable, or breeze 
along with an ultraskinny 
notetaker. Now you can get 
both in one with Compaq’s 
new Armada 4100. 

Good Credentials The 
Armada 4100 has a cunning 
but inelegant design that bor¬ 
rows greatly from Digital 
Equipment’s HiNote series. 
Like the superthin HiNote 
Ultra II, Compaq’s Armada 
4100 includes an optional, 
removable multimedia expan¬ 
sion base with a quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive (the HiNote 
comes with a six-speed drive) 
and speakers that attach to the 
bottom of the unit. This con¬ 
venient drive-and-speaker 
duo weighs in at less than 3 
pounds and lets you tote full 
multimedia power only when 
you need it. By detaching the 
expansion base, you save on 
both space and heft. 

Stripped to its skivvies, the 
Armada is a 5.6-pound, ultra- 
slim productivity workhorse. 


You get a 120MHz Pentium 
CPU (a 133MHz version will 
ship by the time you read 
this), 16MB of RAM (expand¬ 
able to 48MB), a 256K L2 
cache, a 1.08GB hard drive, 
and a generous 11.8-inch 
active-matrix display. The 
machine measures 1.5 by 11.4 
by 8.8 inches. It begs to travel. 

But unlike the HiNote, the 
Armada 4100 is a solid pre¬ 
sentation platform even with¬ 
out its multimedia expansion 
base—thanks greatly to its 
big, bright display with a res¬ 
olution of up to 800 by 600 
pixels. Audiences of five will 
suffer no eyestrain. Dual 
speakers are mounted at the 
corners of the Armada’s wrist 
rest. They’re tinny, but com¬ 
petent for simple soundtracks. 
For rumbling stereo and com¬ 
plex voice-overs before large 
audiences, you’ll want to use 
the speakers in the multime¬ 
dia expansion base, which are 
bigger and more resonant. 

In addition to 16-bit audio, 
there’s full-motion video and 
MPEG circuitry integrated in 
the base unit. You won’t find 


this much multimedia prowess 
in such a portable 6-pound 
package anywhere else. 

Even though the HiNote 
weighs only 5.4 pounds with its 
multimedia module attached, 
its runty 10.4-inch display pales 
when sitting next to the 
Armada’s. And the HiNote 
lacks MPEG and full-motion 
video. These are missing in 
IBM’s ultrathin ThinkPad 560 
as well (see “Ultratrim and 
Built to Travel,” July, page 52). 
However, at 4.1 pounds the 
ThinkPad weighs over a pound 
less than the Armada, is thinner 
at 1.2 inches, and has a larger, 
higher-resolution 12.1-inch 
screen. In size and weight alone, 
Compaq’s Armada is out¬ 
flanked by both the HiNote 
Ultra II and the ThinkPad 560. 

Swap It On the other hand, 
neither the ThinkPad 560 nor 
the HiNote is as scalable or as 
versatile as the Armada unit. 
The Armada lets you swap the 
floppy drive for a second bat¬ 
tery, and its multimedia expan¬ 
sion base has a third battery 
bay as well. The Armada 4100 
is the first ultrathin portable 
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Armada 4100 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A lightweight 
notebook that grows into a 
multimedia powerhouse. 
Pros: Starts out thin but grows 
with your needs; built-in 
speakers and MPEG support. 
Cons: Complex design; could 
be thinner still; gets heavy 
whenyouloadupthe 
multimedia add-ons. 

Features as Tested: 
120MHz Pentium CPU, 16MB of 
RAM, 256KL2 cache, 1.08GB 
hard drive, quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive (detachable), 
11.8-inch active-matrix display 
(800-by-600-pixel resolution), 
16-bit audio with dual stereo 
speakers, full-motion video and 
MPEG circuitry, removable 
floppy drive (swaps with 
battery). 


Less than $5,000 [final price 
not available! 

Compaq Computer Corp. 
[8001345-1518 
Reader Service No. 688 



Thin for Travel—Or Packed for Presentations 



; Bare Essentials: At its most basic, 

» Compaq's ultrathin Armada 4100 has 
! only what you need to work on the 
S ' road: a fast Pentium CPU, a gigabyte of 
I storage, and a radiant 11,8-inch screen. 



Scale It Up: Leave the floppy drive in 
your briefcase and add a second 
battery to the Armada for those 
transcontinental flights. We only wish 
you could add a CD drive here as well. 



Pull Out the Stops: Add the 

multimedia expansion base, a CD- 
ROM drive, speakers, and an extra 
battery, and you’ve got a traveling road 
show and desktop replacement in one. 


PUTING.COM 








Compaq Armada 4100 


you can scale up to a full- 
fledged notebook—or even a 
desktop replacement—simply 
by adding on, swapping in, 
and otherwise connecting the 
menagerie of hardware com¬ 
ponents that come with it. 

There’s no free lunch in this 
arrangement, however. With its 
multimedia expansion base, an 
AC adapter, and all three bat¬ 
teries installed, the Armada’s 
weight increases to a shoulder¬ 
ripping 10.4 pounds. But then 
many multimedia portables 
weigh this much when decked 
for travel. Few, however, come 
with as big a screen or provide 
more than seven hours of bat¬ 
tery life on a single charge. Nor 
do many notebooks match the 
Armada’s MPEG support and 
audio options. 

The Armada’s versatility 
goes beyond its ability to 


expand and shrink. It offers 
several less-conspicuous design 
touches, too. For example, the 
processor, RAM, and hard 
drive are all upgradable, and 
you can swap the rather nar¬ 
row and receded touch pad for 
a trackball device. (Alas, there’s 
no pointing-stick option.) 
Four programmable keys, 
ostensibly application launch¬ 
ers, reside just below the stan¬ 
dard function keys. 

Also, the main lithium-ion 
battery, housed in an ellipti¬ 
cal tube, attaches to the back 
of the unit. Rotate it outward 
and it’s a carrying handle for 
the notebook; rotate it down¬ 
ward and it props up the rear 
of the machine to form an 
ergonomically correct typing 
angle. It’s odd looking (actu¬ 
ally, it’s downright ugly) but 
its utility is undeniable. 


As you’d expect, the 
Armada’s pleasing flexibility 
results from its complex 
design. As such, usability suf¬ 
fers. For the first time in many 
years, you may find yourself 
poring over a portable’s man¬ 
ual when you uncrate it, try¬ 
ing to understand what all 
your options are and how the 
pieces fit together. And while 
the machine’s fit-and-finish is 
up to Compaq’s highbrow 
standards, learning how to 
attach and detach the system’s 
various components is not 
particularly intuitive. 

Educate Yourself Ulti¬ 
mately the payoff is worth it. 
Final prices were not available at 
press time, but Compaq officials 
affirm that the system we tested 
will cost well under $5,000. 
With a dual-scan passive- 
matrix screen and 8MB of 


Thin and Thinner 

Compaq’s Armada 4100 is one of several new ultratrim portables with a 
minimalist design. But compared with IBM’s ThinkPad 560 and Digital’s 
HiNote Ultra II systems, it could still stand to lose some heft. 



IBM ThinkPad 560 


RAM, the Armada 4100 will 
be priced from $2,499—which 
is $200 less than IBM’s equiva¬ 
lently equipped ThinkPad 560, 
and several hundred dollars 
less than Digital’s HiNote 
Ultra II. And because mem¬ 
ory, batteries, and multimedia 
components can be purchased 
piecemeal as those needs arise, 
your Armada won’t become 
obsolete before you’ve depre¬ 
ciated the investment. 

In fact, the Armada holds 
immense appeal both as a 
bellwether addition to corpo¬ 
rate notebook pools and as a 
traveling companion for peo¬ 
ple whose itineraries put irreg¬ 
ular demands on a portable. 
Scale it up—or scale it down— 
as your needs change. Why 
hasn’t someone thought of 
this before? 

If there’s any complaint 
about the Armada, it’s that 
you can’t scale it down even 
further. After about the third 
day on a business junket, a 
pound of heft and a half-inch 
of height make a big difference 
to briefcase capacity and the 
crushing load on your lum¬ 
bar. You may find yourself 
wishing the machine were 
smaller and lighter or that it 
carried more features. Given 
its relative thickness, for 
example, you’d think that a 
CD-ROM drive could swap 
into the bay that holds a 
floppy or a second battery. 

Regardless, the HiNote’s 
success and the ThinkPad 
560’s early splash prove that 
there’s still a keen need for an 
ultrathin, ultralight notetaker 
and e-mail fetcher that can 
occasionally double as a pre¬ 
sentation machine. 

Compaq’s Armada 4100 
gets you most of the way 
there. If your needs tend to 
scale upward, check it out. 
And even if they don’t, you’ll 
want to give it some serious 
consideration. MARTY JEROME 
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The only time 


r slows down is to take important calls. 


A speakerphone. A voice-mail 
system. A fax machine. 

Combine them all with a fast, 
reliable U.S. Robotics modem, 
and you have a communication 
device which works almost as fast 
as you do. 

The Sportster® Voice 28.8/ 
33.6 Kbps Faxmodem gives you 
everything you need to access the 
information you want, when you 

Retrieve fax and voice messages 
remotely. Provide multiple-box 
voice mail. Create an extensive 
fax-on-demand menu. And, of 
course, access online services with 
remarkable speed. 


Plus, unlike other modems, 
the Sportster Voice gives you the 
proven compatibility and reliabil¬ 
ity of Sportster, the number one 
selling modem in the world. It’s 
easy to install and it’s Microsoft 
Plug and Play certified. 

What’s more, the exclusive 
Connections ™ CD-ROM offers you 
a wide selection of online prod¬ 
ucts for both home and office. 

To learn more about the 
Sportster Voice, or any of the 
other ways U.S. Robotics takes 
the limits off how fast you can 
get what you want, call us at 
1-800 DIAL USR, or visit us 


NO LIMITS 







YOU. CAN NEVER BE TOO 
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Ill] 


y 11.3”Super VGA dual-scan or TFT 
| active-matrix screen with 1MB PCI 


| graphics accelerator 

100, 120 or 133MHz Intel Pentium ® 
i processor and up to 40Mb EDO memory 

*- Integrated 1.44Mbfloppy disk drive 
► 8 7-key keyboard with Windows ’95 keys 

y Twin Touch™ touchpad pointing device 



So why carry a big,fat notebook when 
you can have the feature-rich, 
ultra-thin Slimnote 700? 


The new, extremely thin Twinhead 
Slimnote 700 has everything you need 
to get the job done. Whether you’re pol¬ 
ishing up a spreadsheet somewhere over 
Colorado, or giving a multimedia presen¬ 
tation in Tokyo, the Slimnote 700 delivers. 


The optional base 
station fits neatly 
beneath the Slimnote 
700for maximum 
portability 


Built around a revolutionary l-in-2 design, the 
Slimnote 700 gives you the ultimate in flexibility. 
The lightweight, slimline mobile station packs all 
the high-performance features you’d 
fjrA expect to find in a desktop PC 

I**' -2 J O I into a 1.4”, sub S lb notebook with 

features like a fast Pentium proces- 
r, EDO system memory, up to a 
1.2 Gb hard drive, 16-bit stereo 
sound and a full-color display. When you’re ready for 
multimedia features like a 6x CD-ROM drive and 
amplified speakers, just add the optional lightweight 
base station and you have a multimedia powerhouse! 


Pentium 


Designed and manufactured by Twinhead, 
1 your True Source for notebook PCs, 
Vslire| the Slimnote 700 delivers unsurpassed 

^- performance in an incredibly efficient 

package. True value that can only be delivered by a 
true manufacturer. Plus, all Slimnotes are backed 
with our exclusive Express Care program, providing 
you with 48-hour service and toll-free support. 
Circle 160 on reader service card. 


| 6X CD-ROM drive with software eject 
! lotion allows you to quickly access 
' all of your CD-ROM applications 

2 NTSC/PAL RCA jack lets you connect 
a too VCR or TV monitor, giving you 
K true multimedia flexibility 

_c Two amplified-stereo speakers provide 

i J unsurpassed sound 

i 32-bit PCI slot greatly increases 
i expansion capabilities 


Twin 


— Two steps aheady 



1 - 800 - 995-8946 (West) 
1 - 800 - 552-8946 (East) 

www.twinhead.com 

Twinhead Corporation 

1537 Centre Pointe Drive, Milpitas, CA 95035 

Tel: 408.945.0808 Fax: 408.945.1080 


















































\ HARDWARE: HP LaserJets • Gateway Destination • MicroNet ADV2600MOEvs. 
■ Pinnacle Vertex • MultiSpin 6V • Supra NetCommander • Wireless PC Card • NEC Superscript 860 


Dell Dimension XPS P200s, Micron Millennia P200, Polywell Poly P5200IP5 


P200s Outrun P166s—Barely 


FILEBOX 



Blazing Trio: Three new 200MHz Pentiums [from 
left) from Polywell, Dell, and Micron redefine the high 
end of Windows 95 performance. Fully loaded with 
16MB of RAM, CD-ROM drives, fast graphics cards, 
and lots of a hard disk space, all start at under $3,500. 


Top-Speed 200MHz 

Windows 95 Application Performance 

Micron Millennia P200 



Revved and 
Ready: In our 
Windows 95 
application tests, 
200MHz Pentiums 
run only as much 
as 15 percent faster 
than 166MHz 
Pentiums. 


Time to bid good¬ 
bye to 166MHz? 
A trio of 200MHz 
Pentium systems 
just joined Gateway 2000’s P5- 
200CDR (see “200MHz Pen¬ 
tium Powerhouse,” July, page 
57) to raise the ante on Win¬ 
dows 95 performance. But as 
we discovered with the Gate¬ 
way model, any performance 
gains over 166MHz systems 
are small when running CPU¬ 
intensive applications. Where 
these systems really shine is in 
transaction processing. 

Load It Up All three 
machines come from the usual 
performance leaders: Micron, 
Polywell, and Dell. And all 
three systems teem with top- 
drawer components: 16MB of 
advanced EDO RAM or 
SDRAM, big 512K L2 caches, 
six- or eight-speed CD-ROM 
drives, 64-bit video accelerators 
with 2MB or 4MB of memory, 
and a raft of software. 

The systems differ not only 
in the particulars of their con¬ 
figurations but also in their 
chip sets. Micron’s Millennia 
P200—the fastest of the three in 
our application benchmark 
tests—uses Intel’s 82430HX 
PCI chip set. It supports Con¬ 
current PCI, which lets both 
PCI and ISA buses execute 
transactions simultaneously, 
thereby eliminating the lag 
time as one bus hands off data 
0 to the other. There’s also sup¬ 
s’ port for parity error-correcting 
£ memory, which detects and 
§ corrects memory errors; and a 
< shared pipeline-burst L2 cache 
“ that maximizes the performance 

1 of EDO RAM. These technolo- 

2 gies boost the performance of 
£ transaction processing that is 


typical of databases, multimedia 
applications, and high-end 
graphics. The Millennia P200 
led the pack in straight graphics 
chores as well. With a 2.5GB 
hard drive, an eight-speed CD- 
ROM drive, 16-bit audio with 
wavetable support, and a 17- 
inch monitor, the Millennia 
P200 costs $3,257. It is, quite 
simply, the fastest Pentium 
money can buy. 

Polywell’s $2,758 Poly 
5200IP5 outperformed the 
Gateway and Dell models in 
our application benchmark 
tests. Like those models, the 


Poly comes with the 82430HX 
PCI chip set. It also includes a 
1.2GB hard drive, Matrox’s 
64-bit Millennium graphics 
card, 2MB of WRAM, a six- 
speed CD-ROM drive, a 16- 
bit Sound Blaster audio card, 
and speakers, plus Sampo’s 
17MX monitor. It’s not the 
highest-end system, but it is 
the most affordable. 

Decked Out Although 
Dell’s Dimension XPS P200s 
trailed the other two in appli¬ 
cation benchmarks, it’s hardly 
a laggard. And it features a fine 
complement of high-end 


Dimension XPS 
P200s 

irfcfc 

Verdict: Dell’s lower-end 
Dimension XPS PI 66 is a better 
value—and it’s almost as fast. 


$3,429 est. street price 
Dell Computer 
[800] 879-3355 
Reader Service No. 689 

Millennia P200 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: When every 
nanosecond of Windows 95 
performance counts, this is the 
machine to get. It's the fastest 
200MHz Pentium you’ll find. 


$3,257 est. street price 
Micron 

[800] 515-9197 
Reader Service No. 690 

Poly P5200IP5 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Who says you can’t 
afford a 200MHz Pentium? 
This one's a steal. 


$2,758 est. street price 
Polywell 
[800] 999-1278 
Reader Service No. 691 

components, including a 2.5GB 
hard drive, an eight-speed CD- 
ROM drive, and Number 
Nine’s Imagine II graphics card 
with 4MB of VRAM. 

The Dimension XPS P200s 
uses Intel’s 82430VX chip set, 
which lacks parity memory 
but does support synchro¬ 
nous DRAM. The system is 
priced around $3,429—or 
$630 more than the lower-end 
XPS P166. Given that the per¬ 
formance of the Dimension is 
less than 15 percent faster, its 
166MHz sibling is easily a 
better buy. MARTY JEROME 
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New! 


HARDWARE: 

I Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5 


Perfect Printing for Small Networks 



High Five: Hewlett-Packard’s new LaserJet 5,5M 
[shown above], and 5N printers offer the same 
12-ppm engine and 600-dpi output as the 
company’s LaserJet 4Plus series, but add a 33MHz 
RISC processor for better performance on large 
print jobs. In addition, these printers sport PCL 6, 
HP’s next-generation printer control language that 
speeds print spooling and improves graphics 
output quality. Network setup is also easier, making 
the LaserJet 5 printers ideal for small networks. 


The days of text-only docu¬ 
ments are history, and so is 
waiting for minutes on end for a 
3-page report to creep out of 
that dinosaur you call a printer. 
Hewlett-Packard’s new Laser¬ 
Jet 5,5N, and 5M printers offer 
just the upgrade your small 
department needs. Although 
they’re not the fastest lasers 
around, they’re well priced, 
yield solid output, and easily 
connect to a network. 

These new LaserJet printers 
mark the first time Hewlett- 
Packard has offered three sepa¬ 
rate models to replace a single 
existing one—in this case, the 
LaserJet 4Plus. The LaserJet 5 is 
the base model and includes 
4MB of RAM. The LaserJet 5N 
includes a JetDirect card for 
Ethernet networks (a LocalTalk 
option is available) and 4MB of 
RAM. To all of the 5N’s fea¬ 
tures, the LaserJet 5M adds 
PostScript printing plus 2MB of 
RAM for a 6MB total. 

A New Generation The 
new LaserJet 5 printers offer 
small but worthy enhance¬ 
ments—most notably lower 
prices, with units starting at 
$1,299. The 12-ppm engine and 
600-dpi resolution remain the 
same as the LaserJet 4Plus’s, but 
the new model has a 33MHz 
RISC processor—up from 
25MHz—so you get slightly 
better performance for large 
print jobs. Still, it’s not the 
fastest printer in this price 
range: Lexmark’s Optra LX 
offers a 16-ppm speed print 
engine and 1,200-dpi output. 

The most noteworthy addi¬ 
tion to the LaserJet 5 is PCL 
6—the newest generation of 
HP’s printer control language. 
The advantages of PCL 6 are 
subtle but welcome. Print jobs 
spool to the printer faster so 
you regain control of your apps 
in less time. Documents with 


complex graphics print more 
quickly, and output quality is 
slightly better. 

One new option on the 
LaserJet 5 is an infrared port for 
wireless printing. However, the 
infrared port costs $79 extra, 
even though it’s standard on 
HP’s lower-end models, the 
LaserJet 5P and 5MP. 

In our tests, the LaserJet 5’s 
output was noticeably better 
than that of its predecessors in 
handling complex graphic 
images and producing fine 
detail in grayscale photo¬ 
graphic output. For dark back¬ 
grounds, we also found that 
the LaserJet 5’s blacks were 
richer and smoother than those 


of previous models. Athough 
the LaserJet 5’s 600-dpi output 
wasn’t quite as clear as the 
Optra LX’s 1,200-dpi output, 
for most uses the quality 
should be more than adequate. 

Hooked In Linking the 
printer to a network and giving 
everyone access is easy with 
HP’s JetAdmin software, 
which is included with the Jet- 
Direct network card on the 5N 
and 5M models. The card also 
supports several network oper¬ 
ating systems, including Win¬ 
dows 95, Windows NT, 
Novell’s NetWare, and Unix. 

Out of the box, the printer 
holds just 350 sheets of paper 
in its two trays. However, you 
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LaserJet 5 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An improved printer 
control language and a new low 
price make the LaserJet 5 
printers ideal for small networks. 
Pros: Easy network setup; 
better graphics output; fast 
performance. 

Cons: Not the fastest lasers for 
the price range; stingy 350- 
sheet pa per tray. 

Competition: For just a bit 
more money, Lexmark’s Optra 
LX line of network laser printers 
include a 16-ppm engine and 
1,200-dpi output (also 
available in an 8-ppm model). 
Features as Tested: 

12-ppm engine, 600-dpi 
resolution, PCL 6 support. 

The LaserJet 5 includes 4MB 
of RAM; the LaserJet 5N adds 
Ethernet support; the LaserJet 
5M comes with Ethernet and 
PostScript support, and ups 
the RAM to 6MB. 


$1,299 [LaserJet 5J; $1,549 
(LaserJet 5N); $1,799 (LaserJet 
5M) est. street prices 
Hewlett-Packard 
(800)752-0900 


can purchase an additional 
500-sheet tray that boosts the 
overall capacity to 850 sheets. 
You can also purchase a 
duplex option to handle dual¬ 
sided printing. 

While the enhancements are 
subtle, the new LaserJet 5 is a 
great printer for small net¬ 
works. If you’re looking for 
pure printing speed, consider 
Lexmark’s Optra LX, which 0 

offers better performance and 3 

superb resolution for a few £ 

hundred dollars more. But for o 

fail-safe quality, flexible config- « 

uration options, easy network “ 

setup, and strong performance, | 

the LaserJet 5 won’t disap- | 

point. KYLA K. CARLSON I 
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Corel Office Professional, the #1 Suite Solution for Today's Office 



Corel® Office Professional 
includes: 

■ Corel® WordPerfect® 6.1 

■ Corel® Quattro® Pro 6.0 

■ Paradox® 5.0 

■ Corel® Presentations™ 3.0 

Plus: 

Business Graphics 

■ CorelFLOW™ 2 

■ 1,000 fonts 

■ 10,000 clipart images 
Desktop Utilities 

■ Sidekick™ 2.0 

■ Dashboard™ 3.0 

■ Corel® Screen Saver 
Network and Internet Connectivity 

■ AT&T WorldNet SM Service n 
software including 
Netscape Navigator™ 

Internet browser 

8 Group Wise™ 4.1 client license* 

■ Envoy™ 1.0 

8 InfoCentral™ 1.1 



Corel ® Office Professional Beats Microsoft ® Office in so many ways! 

Corel® Office Professional helps you accomplish more in less 
time—with better-looking results. It's also the only suite that makes 
optimum power and productivity a reality for your business. Delivering 
state-of-the-art office applications, sophisticated graphics tools and 
superior Internet connectivity, Corel® Office Professional's 16-bit power 
outperforms Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95 in several key areas. 

imimtMMlimm __ 

★ Combined text justification - use flush left, center and flush right all on the same line 
it Reveal codes display - shows every formatting detail of your document—great for 

trouble-shooting 

if QuickTasks™ - automated tasks that work across multiple applications 
it Grammatik® - rewrites incorrect sentences with a dick of the mouse. Helps you write 
better—faster 

if QuickFinder™ - finds any file from anywhere you specify in a flash 

★ Graphics editing - control the brightness and contrast of a picture 

if Make It Fit™ Expert - shrinks or expands a document and you choose what 
formatting features are changed 

if QuickCorrect™ - corrects typos and expands abbreviations on the fly 
if Document Experts - just fill in the blanks for instant professional letters, memos, fax 
sheets and more or make your own 
if 98 spreadsheet functions - all available with a click of the mouse 


Corel Quattro Pro 6.0 


if Formula Composer - revolutionizes creating, editing and viewing formulas 
if SpeedFormat - apply your choice of ready-made formats to any range—for 
great-looking spreadsheet printouts 

it Analytical Experts -19 Analytical Experts do your calculations for you 
it Analytical Graphs - automatically create linear fits, moving averages, aggregations 

it Coaches™ - interactive Coaches™ teach you all you need to know 
it QuickTemplates - for fast invoices, purchase orders, expense reports and more 
★ Cell capacity - enter more than 1,000 characters per cell 


Paradox ‘ 5.0 


★ Query multiple databases simultaneously both locally and on a network 

it OLE 2.0 client and server support - put a Paradox® data table right where you want it 

it Complex data modeling - draw multiple relationships and links between data tables 
with a simple click and drag 

it Data security - private user directories, record-level locking and table- and field-level 
validity checks ensure that data is solid and secure 

★ Object-oriented design - everything in Paradox® is a visually represented computer 
object, making it easy to create items from data tables and reports to full database 
applications 

it Experts - quickly create forms and reports 



it Built-in TWAIN interface lets you scan artwork or drag video images directly into 
your show 

it Build slide shows directly from your WordPerfect® Microsoft® Word or Lotus® Ami 
Pro® outline 

it Versatility - apply multiple backgrounds, graphics, sound and text within one 
presentation 



















RIoiAfl HARDWARE: 

IlCW! Gateway 2000 Destination D5-166 

The Living-Room PC 



Gamer’s Dream: Gateway 2000’s Destination D5-166 
includes a fast Pentium processor, a 31 -inch monitor, 
and wireless controls for less than $4,000. 


Couch potatoes, get ready. The 
computer age is about to invade 
your living room. Gateway 
2000’s Destination series is 
here, combining a fast Pentium 
processor, a 31-inch monitor, a 
TV-video card, and wireless 
controls. Sound expensive? It 
is—yet not painfully so. The 
Destination has some kinks, 
but it’s a fun toy that moves a 
step toward a new kind of 
home-entertainment center. 

The Destination starts at 
$3,499 for a 120MHz model; 
the price increases to $3,999 
for the 166MHz Destination 
D5-166, which we tested. Gate¬ 
way offers a Harmon Kardon 
speaker set for an extra $699, or 
you can wire the Destination to 
your own stereo system. 

Setup is no small task (it’ll 
take an afternoon if you do it 
yourself), but once you’re 
plugged in it’s party time. Even 
so, the Destination isn’t perfect. 
The sound card was quirky. 


and although the standard joy¬ 
stick worked fine, the key¬ 
board’s track pad was awkward 
to use. All in all, though, it’s an 
incredible experience. 

With the TV-video card, you 
can Net surf, channel surf, or 


do both simultaneously (albeit 
with a slight performance lag). 
The Destination’s screen uses a 
digital signal to get excellent 
television picture quality, and 
the card lets it work with analog 
devices like a VCR as well. 
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Destination D5-166 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: It's not perfect, but it’s 
the first serious PC-based 
entertainment center around. 
Pros: Add a good stereo system 
and it’s a gamer’s heaven. 

Cons: Setup can be a hassle. 
Features as Tested: 

166MHz Pentium CPU, 16MB of 
RAM, 1.2GB hard drive, six- 
speed CD-ROM drive, 28.8Kbps 
fax modem, 31-inch monitor, 

STB TV-VGA video card. 


$3,499 to $3,999 est. street price 
Gateway 2000 
(BOO)846-2000 
Reader Service No. 69a 


The Destination won’t 
replace your business PC—we 
can’t imagine creating a spread¬ 
sheet with this thing. But it 
makes a handy presentation 
tool, not to mention a terrific 
Doomstation. JULIE POLITO 


MicroNet Technology ADV2600MOE vs. Pinnacle Micro Vertex 


Gigabytes to Burn 



Safe Move: MO drives from Pinnacle 
fright) and MicroNet Oeft) are a 
cheap way to move and store data. 


Magneto-optical is slow, right? 
Two new magneto-optical 
drives from MicroNet Tech¬ 
nology and Pinnacle Micro 
debunk that old moonshine. 
They’re the safest, cheapest way 
to tote around a couple of 
gigabytes—and they’re not as 
sluggish as you might think. 

In our performance tests, 
both 2.6GB drives achieved 
data-transfer rates of at least 
4.5MBps when using a PCI 
controller. 

Pinnacle’s Fast SCSI-2 Ver¬ 
tex costs an eye-popping $1,350 
and is the fastest magneto¬ 
optical drive we’ve seen— 


nearing the speed of a regular 
hard drive. MicroNet’s $2,590 
ADV2600MOE costs more and 
isn’t as fast as the Vertex. But if 
your office is juggling several 


data-storage types, 
you can use Micro- 
Net’s drive as one of 
many modules in the 
company’s portable 
DataDock 525 system, 
which lets you trans¬ 
port data between 
computers—regardless 
of whether they’re out¬ 
fitted with a magneto¬ 
optical drive. 

Cartridges for both 
drives are fully rewritable. For 
data-hungry applications that 
require high security and porta¬ 
bility, either of these drives is an 
ideal solution. MARTY JEROME 


FILEBOX 



☆☆☆ 


Verdict: Solid performer but 
expensive. 


$2,590 est. street price 
MicroNet Technology 
(714) 453-6100 
Reader Service No. 693 

Vertex 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Cheap, fast, and 
portable storage. 


$1,350 est. street price 
Pinnacle Micro, C800) 553-7070 
Reader Service No. 694 
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Don’t think of it as a powerful home computer. Think of it as an 

admission 

ticket 


to 1,388 museums, 883 galleries and 1,021 libraries. 


WVe open 8. ni- H)pm, Monday-Friday, 9am -5pm. Saturday (Eastern Time). Solutions for a small planet" z E~E. - 


Imagine teleporting some of the world’s greatest art 
treasures into your very own home, www.pcU-is.org/Musees/ 
Louvr e. Or stepping on board a satellite to observe planet 
Earth iroin 2n.nnn mill-, in -pari-. wi-lun \oi .nuik/plar-e s/ 
satelitc.htm] . 

■ Welcome to the educational fast lane, otherwise known 
as the World Wide Web. And the perfect way to explore it: 
the IBM Aptiva. With Penti u m"' processors up to 166 VI1 IzL 
a fast 28.8 lax/modem and Internet Access Kit. 
r The whole family will enjoy full-screen 
MPEG-1 video with concert hall Theatre- 
Sound. Plus, you get Windows® 95 and over 
20 software titles; Financing is available. 


And you’re backed by IBM’s toll-free tech support 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week', and a three-year limited warranty! 

Just give us a call. We’ll be happy to answer any ques¬ 
tions you have about multimedia home PCs. 

So, if surfing off to the world’s great institutions sounds 

inviting, visit us at wvv vv.pi-.ibm.c. .'aptiva and Irani 

more about Aptiva. Of course, if you’re not connected, 
you can use a more conventional means to contact our 
knowledgeable IBM consultants: your phone. 


For a free Aptiva Family Brochure , 
or to order your Aptiva directly from IBM, 

can 1800 426-7235, cx t 4350 . 
















MoiAfl HARDWARE: 

■new . N EC Technologies MultiSpin 6V 

Supercheap Six-speed CD-ROM 



We’ve all been there. Just as 
you empty your wallet for the 
baddest, fastest new PC add-on 
money can buy, it’s time to 
upgrade to something faster. 
NEC makes it a little easier to 
hedge obsolescence by offering 
one of the most inexpensive 
six-speed CD-ROM drives to 
date. At a mere $99, the Multi- 
Spin 6V costs less than most 
quad-speed drives. 

Just because it’s affordable 
doesn’t mean performance is 
substandard. In our tests, the 
MultiSpin hit data-transfer 
rates of up to 900Kbps, giving 
us smooth video and games. Its 
access times reached 145ms, 
allowing for fast database 
searches. A generous 128K 
cache also keeps speeds high. 

The drive’s one shortcom¬ 
ing is that it’s available in an 
internal version only. Don’t 


look for a free copy of your 
favorite game in the box, either. 
This CD-ROM drive is bare- 
bones, equipped only with an 
Enhanced IDE (EIDE) cable 
and software drivers. If you 


don’t have an EIDE controller, 
you have to buy one separately. 

Sure, eight-speed and ten- 
speed CD-ROM drives are 
edging out six-speed units in 
performance. But with most 
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MultiSpin 6V 

Verdict: A fast six-speed 
CD-ROM drive for under $100? 
We’ll take two. 

Pros: Easy to install; snappy 
performance. 

Cons: Available as an internal 
unit only; no controller included. 
Competition: Six-speed 
drives from Toshiba, Umax, and 
others offer similarspeed but 
cost at least $50 more. 


$99 est. street price 
NEC Technologies 
(8001388-8888 
Reader Service No. 69 f 

multimedia titles still opti¬ 
mized for quad-speed drives, 
the $99 MultiSpin offers all the 
CD-ROM speed you need at a 
price that won’t leave you 
spinning. JACK LYON 


Diamond Multimedia Supra NetCommander ISDN 


ISDN Meets Plug and Play 


FILEBOX 


If the frustration and expense 
of ISDN keeps you from shift¬ 
ing your Internet connection 
into high gear, take a look at 
Diamond Multimedia Sys¬ 
tems’ Supra NetCommander 
ISDN. Ideal for telecom¬ 
muters, small-office users, and 
high-volume Web surfers, the 
Supra NetCommander lets 
you access data at more than 
four times the rate of a 
28.8Kbps analog modem. 
More important, it’s the first 
ISDN modem we’ve seen 
that’s actually easy to set up. 

The Supra NetCommander 
is Plug and Play-compatible 
and includes AutoISDN soft¬ 
ware that steps you through 
installation and configuration. 



Better Than Aspirin: Diamond’s 
Supra NetCommander ISDN eliminates 
ISDN headaches with setup wizards. 


After we inserted 
the Supra NetCom¬ 
mander into an ISA 
slot, our Windows 
95 system automat¬ 
ically recognized 
the new hardware. 

A few driver disks 
and a restart later, 
the Supra NetCom¬ 
mander was ready 
for configuration. 

But the real dif¬ 
ference came in the 
software setup. Instead of an 
archaic and cumbersome 
terminal-mode configuration, 
you get Windows-based Auto¬ 
ISDN software that walks you 
through the complications of 
ISDN setup. AutoISDN also 


includes a handy configuration 
order form that you can fax to 
your service provider for infor¬ 
mation about your ISDN line, 
including switch type and ser¬ 
vice profile identifiers. 

The Supra NetCommander 


Supra 



☆☆☆☆ 


Verdict: Plug and Play ISDN 
connections for a song. 

Pros: Easy ISDN configuration. 
Cons: No analog modem. 


$299 est. street price 
Diamond Multimedia Systems 
(8001468-5846, (4081325-7000 
Reader Service No. 696 

supports Multilink Point-to- 
Point Protocol and has 
throughput speeds of up to 
128Kbps. It doesn’t include an 
analog modem, but at just $299 
it’s an easy way to get wired for 
ISDN. RICH SCHWERIN 


Guide to the Ratings: kkkkk Excellent kkkk Good kkk Acceptable kk Poor ★ Unacceptable 


78 


UGUST 1996 























A 




[ Raising tie performance lar...agaie 

SS 



MGA Millennium - added features at a new low price 


When Matrox combined its revolutionary MGA 64-bit chip technology, 
powerful Window RAM memory and a 220 Mhz RAMDAC, a new standard 
in high performance graphics was established with MGA 
Millennium. Now Matrox raises the performance bar once again by 
adding more power and new features for Windows 95™ and 
Windows NT™. All this at an incredible low price of only $269 (ESP)*. 


Not only do you get consistently fast performance at maximum resolu¬ 
tions and color depths for Windows, video playback, 3D and DOS. You 
also get a blinding 37 Million Winmarks of raw graphics speed and fur¬ 
ther optimized drivers for Windows 95 and Windows NT. New features 
include Matrox’s new Desk Navigator for a powerful “bird’s eye view” 
to scroll around a virtual desktop of 2048 x 1536. Also included is 
Netscape’s 3D Web browser, color calibration software from Sonnetech and i 
20 enhancements for your Windows 95 and Windows NT desktop. 



Whether you’re a corporate power user looking to accelerate your business 
applications and corporate training videos, or a 2D/3D designer looking 
for high resolution true color support, MGA Millennium 
offers the most powerful and affordable solution for all your 
professional needs. 

■ 2MB or 4 MB PCI base boards, upgradeable to 4 or 8 MB 

■ Upgradeable to 8MB for 1600 x 1200 <® 24-bit 

• New optimized drivers with a new MGA PowerDesk 
control panel for Windows 95™ and Windows NT™ 

• Add on hardware MPEG, video capture and TV tuner 
upgrades available 

• New color calibration utility from Sonnetech and Netscape 
3D Web browser 

NASCAR® Racing, 3D F/X™, and SoftPEG™ player (retail version only) 



1-800-583-4353 l «tatfic | 

http://www.matrox.com/mga ||| kodak 


matron 


1025 St. Regis Blvd. Dorval, Quebec, Canada, H9I 
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Al0i.fl HARDWARE: 

IHbW: U.S. Robotics Megahertz AllPoints Wireless PC Card 

Messaging Without Wires 



Most mobile professionals 
need to pack light, stay con¬ 
nected, and save money. But 
too often, wireless messaging 
means bulky radio modems, 
installation woes, and outra¬ 
geously expensive service 
charges. U.S. Robotics’ Mega¬ 
hertz AllPoints Wireless PC 
Card, with messaging service 
from Wynd Communications, 
addresses all these issues and 
makes wireless messaging easy. 

The card fits into any Type II 
PC Card slot. It weighs less 
than half a pound, runs off a 
standard 9-volt battery, and 
installs on your Windows 95 
desktop in seconds. Use it to 
send and receive e-mail, faxes, 
and files anywhere, anytime— 
without wires. And at $499, it’s 
an outstanding bargain.. 

The AllPoints uses the 
RAM Mobile Data Network, 


which covers 90 percent of the 
United States. After turning 
on the modem, we were send¬ 
ing and receiving e-mail and 
file attachments, and sending 
faxes via our WyndMail Inter¬ 
net address. The package also 


offers a text-to-speech service 
similar to DTS Wireless’s Zap- 
it (see “Wide-Area Wireless 
Communicators,” December 
1995, page 94) for sending 
computerized voice messages 
to any phone number, and 


NEC Technologies Superscript 860 

A Bargain Laser for Every Desk 



It’s Personal: NEC’s Superscript 
860 desktop laser printer sports a 
quality 8-ppm, 600-dpi engine-yet 
costs less than $500. 


Are you torn between buying a 
slow ink-jet printer that handles 
color and a fast monochrome 
laser that delivers great text but 
no splashy hues? Get both. 
With NEC’s $499 Superscript 
860 you can have the 8-ppm, 
600-dpi monochrome laser 
quality you want—and enough 
money left over to buy a color 
ink-jet printer, too. 

The Superscript 860 is 
the first printer to ship with 
Adobe’s PrintGear, a new 
printer language with many 
features (including a faster 
retum-to-application time) that 
are ideal for personal lasers. 
PrintGear supports a variety of 
printing formats, including 
watermark, poster, and booklet 


printing. It also improves the 
printer’s overall performance. 

The Superscript 860’s text 
output was sharp, albeit 
somewhat dark. Graphics 
were also on the dark side; 
details were muddied in 


printed photographs 
and scanned images. 
For use with most 
applications, however, 
the Superscript 860 is 
more than adequate. 
Overall performance 
was snappy: It took 90 
seconds to print an 11- 
page text document, 
and about the same 
amount of time for a 
3-page presentation 
with text and graphics. 

The Superscript 860 is rich 
with features, easy to set up, 
and fast. It offers mono¬ 
chrome output that will satisfy 
all but the most discriminating 
users. And at just $499, it’s a 
steal. KYLA K. CARLSON 
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Megahertz 
AllPoints Wireless 
PC Card 

Verdict: Radio-modem power 
at a price you can afford. 
Pros: Compact, lightweight 
radio modem; a snap to install 
and use. 

Cons: The RAM Mobile Data 
Network doesn’t reach some 
remote areas of the country. 


$499 list price 
U.S. Robotics 

(800] 527-8677, (801)320-7000 
Reader Service No. 697 

messages to any pager. 

The Megahertz AllPoints 
Wireless PC Card is a reliable 
way to go wireless. You won’t 
find a cheaper solution for stay¬ 
ing connected when you’re on 
the go. RICH SCHWERIN 


FILEBOX 


Superscript 860 
☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An 8-ppm, 600-dpi 
printer for under $500? You 
can’t go wrong. 

Pros: A fast performer with 
easy-to-use software. 

Cons: Text and graphics 
output is on the dark side. 
Competition: Hewlett- 
Packard's $899 LaserJet 5P 
offers only a 6-ppm engine. 
Features as Tested: 

1MB of RAM (expandableto 
5MB), 8 ppm, 600 dpi. 


$499 est. street price 
NEC Technologies 
(800) 632-4636, (415) 528-6000 
Reader Service No. 698 


☆☆ Poor Unacceptable 
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32-Bit Office Suite, Graphics 
and Internet Power for Windows® 95 


Corel® WordPerfect® Suite 7 on CD-ROM f redefines the office 
suite by adding powerful graphics capability and total Internet 
connectivity that fit the way you work today—perfectly. Powerful 
core application features, refined file management tools plus 
advanced Internet and graphics technology empower your 
business communications while increasing your productivity 
and optimizing workgroup collaboration. You'll discover how to 
finish faster with less effort, get the most out of Windows® 95 
and put the Internet to work for you. With all this and more, 
Corel® WordPerfect® Suite 7 is quite simply the smartest, most 
powerful, most versatile suite you can buy. 


The features speak for themselves: 

WordPerfect? 


NEW Internet connectivity - link any text directly to an Internet file or fill 
bookmark; convert Web files directly to Corel® WordPerfect® format, ready for us 
AW Guidelines - change margins and columns directly on your page 
NEW QuickSpots - one-click access to formatting options and attributes for 
paragraphs, table cells and graphics 

AWSpell-As-You-Go - underlines words that might be misspelled so you can 
correct them as you type 

NEW QuickFonts - shows the last 10 fonts you've used, exactly the way they look 



in your documents, ready for reuse 

QuattroPro? 


Put the Internet to Work for You 

Take full advantage of the Internet with a powerful built-in 
Internet Publisher that lets you create and instantly view Web 
documents. Plus, convert files to and from HTML and link to 
specific information on the World Wide Web quickly, 
easily and effectively. 


Presentations? 


Finish Faster with Less Effort 
Be ultra-productive in all core applications with a consistent 
user interface and common tools such as Speller, Thesaurus, 
Grammatik® and Open Dialog. 


Make the Most of Windows 95 
Work faster with full 32-bit applications—including support for 
long file names, multithreading, multitasking and OLE 2.0 in- 
place editing for optimum performance. 


cl® WordPerfect® 7 module. 



Softmart v 

The smart resource for business 

1-800-328-1319 


_ 


AW Internet connectivity - link any cell to an Internet file—Web, FTg HTTP or 
Gopher and receive automatic updates whenever you want stock quotes, 
exchange rates and more 

AW Internet publishing - publish any Corel® Quattro® Pro 7 Notebook as an 
HTML file 

NEW @functions - more than 100 new ones for nearly 500 in total—to give you 
even more analytical power 

AWQuickFill - fills in sequential or repetitive data instantly, and can even 
handle bi-directional and discontinuous ranges 


AWActionLinks - move from a slide to an Internet site or 
single click for unparalleled information access 
AW Object and bullet animation - gives your slides added pizzazz 
AW Transition effects - apply your choice of more than 100 effects including 
Fade, Roll and Spiral Away to text, graphics and slides 

AW File importation - from Microsoft® PowerPoint®, Lotus® Freelance Graphics® 
and Harvard Graphics® files 

Plus Value-added Features and Applications! 

Business Graphics 

• CorelFLOW™ 3 for high-impact business graphics 

• 150 top-quality fonts 

• 10,000 clipart images 

Desktop Utilities 

• Sidekick™ 95 - an innovative personal organizer 

• Dashboard™ 95 - maximizes personal productivity 
Network and Internet Connectivity 

• AT&T WorldNet"' Serviced software including Netscape Navigator™ 2.01 
Internet browser makes navigating the Net easy 

• Envoy™ 7 - a versatile electronic document publisher 
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intel m 


Manage and control all your 
printers from a single console. \ 
our external and new internal 
print servers support NetWare * | 

Windows NT? LAN Manager,* I 

LAN Server?AppleTalk* and 
multiple UNIX* flavors. 


at C0*| r . 

V* -of- * 


NetportExpress" PRO 
external print server 


NetportExpress™ PRO 
internal print server 

Both print servers come with 
a graphical user interface that 
gives you remote management, 
easy installation, and 
hassle-free configuration. 


^ • 

V 

www.intel.com/comm- 

net/sns/tum/pcc2.htm 

Visit our Web site to learn how 
to trade up to our NetportExpress 
PRO print server or how to 
get an evaluation unit. 

Or call 1-800-538-3373, ext. 165. 










1 SOFTWARE: Macromedia Extreme 3D vs. Ray Dream Studio • Symantec FormFlow 
■ 2.0, JetForm Design, Caere OmniForm 2.0 


Symantec Norton NT Tools 1.0 

Fine-tune Your NT Power 



Norton for NT: Symantec’s 
Norton NTTools includes 
antivirus software, a file 
manager, and tools that monitor 
key system resources. The disk- 
repair and defragmentation 
tools from the original Norton 
Utilities are missing, however. 

Common 
Sensors: The 

System Doctor 
shows you when 
memory or swap- 
file space runs low. 


A. Toolbars and menus can 

be customized with 
precision. 

8. Bland file icons provide 
less information than those 
in NT 4.0’s Explorer. 

C. The program's FTP utility 
lets FTP sites look and feel 
like network drives. 


mi 

Zk 

1 


1 

ffl 


X 

CPU Utilization 


Welcome to the age of down¬ 
sizing, where no one—not even 
Peter Norton—is immune 
from the pressure to run leaner, 
meaner, and cheaper. Case in 
point: Symantec’s Norton NT 
Tools, version 1.0. Longtime 
users of Norton’s everything- 
but-the-kitchen-sink utility 
collections will find the roster 
of applets slimmed down sub¬ 
stantially in the NT version. 
The disk-repair and defragmen¬ 
tation tools from the original 
Norton Utilities are missing, 
for example, as are the multiple 
desktops, batch language, and 
shell enhancements in Norton 
Desktop for Windows 95 and 
Norton Navigator. 

It’s not a bad deal, though. 
For $50 you get antivirus soft¬ 
ware, a file manager, and tools 
for monitoring key system 
resources such as memory and 
disk space. All are 32-bit native 
NT applications that run on 
Windows NT 3.51 or later. 

Bug Killer Like its DOS 
and 16-bit Windows cousins, 
Norton NT Tools can track an 
impressive list of viruses, and 
Symantec updates the virus sig¬ 
nature files monthly. The pay¬ 
off for NT users is limited, 
though, because the operating 
system’s security layers block 
the overwhelming majority of 
DOS-based viruses and there 
are no known NT viruses—yet. 
NT’s security also creates a big 
usability barrier on corporate 
networks. Unless you’re logged 
on as an administrator, you 
can’t use the full range of virus¬ 
scanning options. 

We had mixed results with 
the newest, most annoying 
class of viruses: self-executing 
macros that infect Microsoft 


Word documents. In our tests, 
Norton AntiVirus successfully 
detected and repaired Word 
documents infected with the 
Concept macro virus, but it 
didn’t prevent us from opening 
those documents by double¬ 
clicking on them. 

Looking for Trouble 
Norton NT Tools includes a 
dizzying array of alarms and 
sensors to help you track sys¬ 
tem resources like paging files, 
memory, disk space, and net¬ 
work throughput. We were 
puzzled by inconsistent read¬ 
ings between the modules, but 


the sensors were useful for 
tracking trends and particu¬ 
larly helpful for pinpointing 
applications that use more than 
their fair share of memory. 

Longtime fans of Norton’s 
replacement for the Windows 
File Manager will feel right at 
home with this modest update. 
It handles long filenames flaw¬ 
lessly, and built-in viewers let 
you peek inside files without 
opening a separate application. 
So is it the ideal replacement 
for Windows 95’s Explorer? 
Not yet. Anyone who wants 
to shift between the Norton 
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Norton NT Tools 1.0 

Verdict: The first NT 
applications to carry the Norton 
label perform a handful of 
simple tasks well. 

Pros: Modest price; small 
memory and disk footprint. 

Cons: No disk utilities; File 
Manager not well integrated. 
Features: Norton File Manager 
with Zip/UnZip support, Norton 
System Doctor, antivirus utility, 
FTP utility, complete system- 
information reporting. 
Competition: Utilities like 
McAfee’s NetShield and 
Cheyenne’s ArcServe offer NT 
virus protection and other 
system tools, but cost hundreds 
more and don't monitor system 
resources the way Norton does. 
System Requirements: 

NT Workstation or Server version 
3.51 or later, NTFS or FAT file 
system, 16MB of RAM, 8.5MB of 
hard disk space. 


$50 est. street price 
Symantec 

[800) 441 -7234, [541) 334-6054 
Reader Service No. 704 


File Manager and the Windows 
Explorer will be frustrated by 
the missing features in the NT 
version. Right-click context 
menus, for example, don’t sync 
with their Explorer equivalents. 

All in all, it’s hard not to 
like this collection of useful 
tools, especially at the bargain 
price. We suspect that neither 
the price nor the roster of util¬ 
ities will remain the same for 
very long, however. As Win¬ 
dows NT grows in popular¬ 
ity, Norton NT Tools—along 
with its price tag—will upsize 
considerably. ED bott 

'irfe Poor Unacceptable 
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MoiAll SOFTWARE: 

raCVV . Macromedia Extreme 3D vs. Ray Dream Studio 

A New Dimension in Animation 




Super Models: Animation is affordable and almost 
easy with Ray Dream Studio. It comes with everything 
you need to build your own animations-including a 
good manual that you’re likely to use. 

Extremely Easy: 

Although it lacks 
many advanced 
professional 
animation tools, 
Macromedia’s 
Extreme 3D is 
one of the easiest 
ways to create 
slick-looking 3-D 
effects. 



On the Web and in multi- 
media, 3-D is the name of the 
game—the slicker the better. 
But not everyone is a seasoned 
artist—most of us can barely 
draw stick figures. Two ani¬ 
mation products, Macro¬ 
media’s Extreme 3D and Ray 
Dream’s Studio, let beginners 
find their creative side while 
still providing enough com¬ 
plexity to keep advanced users 
busy. Extreme 3D is easier to 
use and is perfect for beginners 
and intermediate animators. 
Ray Dream Studio takes 
longer to master but is a truly 
complete animation package at 
a knockout price. 

Model Behavior Both 
packages use spline-based 
modeling—surfaces are made 
up of curves, not polygons— 
which provides a powerful 
editing and animation environ¬ 
ment. Extreme 3D’s modeler 
lets you easily create 3-D 
images from 2-D objects 
through simple controls such 
as Extrude. In Ray Dream Stu¬ 
dio, modeling from scratch is 
similar but demands more pre¬ 
cision with less point-and- 
click activity. Beginners are 
better off using the Scene and 
Modeling wizards, which 
guide you step by step through 
the creation of background 
scenes and common objects 
like chairs or vases. 

Both products have strong 
feature sets. Every character¬ 
istic, from models to lighting, 
can be animated. Both 
Extreme 3D and Ray Dream 
Studio use fully editable time 
lines, so you can change your 
animations frame by frame. 
But Ray Dream Studio takes 
animation a step further by 
offering tricks like rotoscop- 
ing and inverse kinematics, a 
function that lets you create 
and link objects in a manner 


that reflects the true move¬ 
ment of the body. 

Each product takes a differ¬ 
ent approach to rendering. 
Extreme 3D renders creations 
more quickly, but it’s con¬ 
fined to procedural, Phong- 
based rendering, which is less 
accurate than Ray Dream Stu¬ 
dio’s photorealistic ray trac¬ 
ing. However, Ray Dream 
Studio users pay for that life¬ 
like rendering with their 
time—the process takes for¬ 
ever on anything but the 
fastest Pentium. In contrast, 
Extreme 3D has a network- 
able rendering feature, which 
allows you to divide large jobs 
among all the computers on 
your network. 


Extreme 3D also comes 
with hundreds of fonts for 
3-D text plus a bonus CD of 
textures and environment and 
bump maps. Ray Dream Stu¬ 
dio includes 500 Dream Mod¬ 
els and an Extension Portfolio 
that includes features like a 
panoramic camera. While 
Extreme 3D interacts well 
with other Macromedia pro¬ 
grams like Director, both it 
and Ray Dream Studio lack 
VRML development tools. 
However, Ray Dream prom¬ 
ises to include them in a mid¬ 
summer upgrade. 

Manual Labor You don’t 
need to be an artist to use 
these animation packages, but 
you do need patience. Unless 
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Extreme 3D 

'k'k'k'k 

Verdict: An accessible 3-D 
development tool, though it 
lacks a few high-end features. 
Pros: Excellent modeling and 
animation tools; integrates well 
with other Macromedia tools. 
Cons: Expensive, high-end 
features such as ray-traced 
rendering are absent. 


$499 est. street price 
Macromedia 

(800] 326-2128, (415] 252-2000 
Reader Service No. 70$ 

Ray Dream Studio 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A complete 3-D 
animation package at an 
amazing price. 

Pros: Wizards and models help 
you get started; models are 
highly accurate. 

Cons: Rendering can take 
forever; the interface takes a 
while to understand. 


$299 est. street price 
Ray Dream 

(800] 846-0111, (415] 960-0768 
Reader Service No. 706 

you have a rocket-fueled sys¬ 
tem, rendering takes a while. 
Extreme 3D is more acces¬ 
sible for beginners, but on 
both programs the learning 
curve steepens after you mas¬ 
ter the basic shapes. Extreme 
3D has a passable online tuto¬ 
rial; Ray Dream Studio has a 
thick manual that you’ll 
probably need. 

If you want an easy interface 
and are comfortable with 
Macromedia products, get 
Extreme 3D. But if you need 
professional-quality render¬ 
ings and have the time for trial 
and error, Ray Dream Studio is 
the most complete animation 
package for the price. matt 
JOHAN AND JULIE POLITO 
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Full-Screen 
Video Playback 


There are other ways to accelerate 
your multimedia, but may we 
suggest our new Graphics Blaster. 

Multimedia can be a frustrating thing. Even on 
today's hottest systems, video playback can end up 
looking like a postage stamp with fewer colors than I 
you get from a box of crayons. Or, when you 
zoom it to full screen, it looks like a slide show 
instead of a smoothly running movie. Before you 
resort to extremes, you might want to try our new 
Graphics Blaster™ multimedia accelerator from 
Creative Labs. 

Graphics Blaster features high-tech video 
acceleration functions like asymptotic scaling, 
horizontal and vertical filtering and color space 
conversion built right into the hardware. The end result 
is video that glides onto the screen in dazzling true color without 
dropping frames. And the powerful 64-bit graphics engine delivers 
Windows® performance that will blow you away. 

Best of all, Graphics Blaster won't blow away your bank account. Our top-of-the- 
line Graphics Blaster MA302 with 2MB of state-of-the-art Rambus memory — the same j 
high performance memory used on Silicon Graphics workstations — costs less than com- , 
parable boards using yesterday's tired VRAM memory. 

So when you're ready to boost your graphics and video^ 

performance to the stratosphere, pick up a Graphics Blaster^r at your nearest Creative L 
dealer. It's got the multimedia muscle your \ system ^ deserves. What else would you 
expect from Creative Labs, the leader in high- performance multimedia products. 

Introducing Graphics Blaster multimedia Bccelerators 


120Hz 
























MoUll SOFTWARE: 

11C W. Symantec FormFlow 2.0, JetForm Design, Caere OmniForm 2.0 


Moving Forms Electronically 



E-mail has banished some of 
the paper traffic in the office, 
but many workgroups are still 
mired in the expense and over¬ 
head of printing and storing 
paper-based forms. Three new 
packages, Caere’s OmniForm 
2.0, JetForm’s Design, and 
Symantec’s FormFlow 2.0 
bring you one step closer to 
kicking the paper habit by let¬ 
ting you design, route, and file 
forms electronically. All three 
produce forms with multiple 
fonts, graphics, buttons, and 
other enhancements, but they 
differ in how they let you cre¬ 
ate, fill in, and route forms. 

Paper to Pixels Caere’s 
OmniForm 2.0 takes your 
paper forms and uses OCR to 
transform them into elec¬ 
tronic versions. It works, but 
unless your forms are simple 
you have to do considerable 
editing to get them right. As 
with all OCR applications, 
OmniForm has difficulty rec¬ 
ognizing many fonts, espe¬ 
cially ornate ones. 

If you don’t want to scan 
existing forms, you can create 
new ones from scratch. Omni¬ 
Form has powerful forms- 
creation and -manipulation 
features. You can modify sam¬ 
ple forms to fit your needs. 
You can also fill in forms, 
search for completed forms in 
a database, send forms to their 
next destination via e-mail, or 
export them to most common 
database programs. Overall, 
OmniForm is ideal for small 
offices with a limited number 
of forms. 

Jet-setter Although Jet¬ 
Form’s Design is much more 
expensive than OmniForm 
and lacks an OCR engine, it 
works with a full-featured 
server package and has strong 
Internet features. JetForm’s 
Design is the only package of 


the three that works with 
Web browsers for form input 
without scripting. JetForm 
offers the option of Filler for 
$99, which is essentially a 
database application that lets 
you fill in, print, or route 
forms through e-mail. 

For a large corporate setting, 
JetForm’s $1,895 Server accepts 
e-mailed forms, text, and data¬ 
base files, and processes them 
into company databases. 
Encryption and password pro¬ 
tection allow forms to be safely 
sent over the Internet. 

Custom Creation Syman¬ 
tec’s FormFlow 2.0, like the 
others, lets you create and fill 
out forms. Like JetForm’s 


Design, you can encrypt your 
forms for Internet travel. But its 
most useful feature is that you 
can actually create applications 
to automate form handling. As 
you can imagine, this is time- 
consuming—you need to have a 
handle on FormFlow’s object- 
oriented language, FormBasic. 

The program does allow a 
greater degree of customization. 
You can automate simple tasks 
like vacation requests or more 
complex functions like order 
entry. Programmers like this 
approach, but most users need 
something quicker and simpler. 
As with the other packages, 
results are easily integrated into 
most databases. 


FILEBOX 


FormFlow 2.0 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Customizes the whole 
forms process. 

Pros: Excellent forms builder. 
Cons: Takes some study. 

$399 list price 
Symantec Corp. 

C800) 441-7234, (541] 334-6054 
Reader Service No. 707 

JetForm Design 

irkk 

Verdict: Internet-ready forms. 
Pros: Integrates with the Web. 
Cons: Expensive. 

$495 est. street price 
JetForm Corp. 

(800] 538-3676, (703] 448-9544 
Reader Service No. 70 S 

OmniForm 2.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A complete form 
package for the small office. 
Pros: Price is right; has OCR. 
Cons: Scanningtakestime. 

$199 est. street price 
Caere Corp. 

(800] 535-7226, (408] 395-7000 
Reader Service No. 709 


All three packages do a fine 
job of automating the forms 
process. Which one is right for 
you depends on your business, 
your budget, and how much 
time you’re willing to devote. 

For a small office or work¬ 
group looking to convert exist¬ 
ing paper forms into electronic 
format, Caere’s OmniForm is a 
good choice. Larger businesses 
that want to add Internet fea¬ 
tures to their forms should 
consider JetForm’s Design. For 
complete forms-handling auto¬ 
mation, Symantec’s FormFlow 
is the most powerful overall. 
Whichever you choose, your 
paper-pushing days may be 
numbered. JIM burton 
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A breakthrough in sound so real, 
your PC will have its own groupies. 


Systems, the professional audio experts, 
inside your PC. It delivers the mind-bending 
realism of wave-table synthesis-which uses 
actual recordings of real sound effects and 
musical instruments. And it plays up to 32 
notes simultaneously, adding new detail 
and richness to your favorite games 
and software. 

AWE 32 is the first sound card 
that supports 3D Positional Audio 1 ) 1 so you can 
hear those dueling guitars coming at you from 
different places in the room. It also features 
Creative's 3D Stereo Enhancement Technology' 
which makes your whole 
system sound richer and 


(Our apologies to the neighbors.) ^ 

Our downloadable SoundFont® technology lets you 
add new sounds and instalments to your card. Add up to 
28 MB of memory to create your own audio library. We 
even included a microphone and software for recording 
music and sound effects. And, of course, the AWE 32 
is fully Plug and Play and works with Windows® 95, 
Windows 3.1 and DOS. So installation is a if** 


no brainer. Check out our new line of 

Sound Blaster* Speakers, sold 
Want to separately at your local dealer. 


The crowd keeps growing 
until they have your house surrounded. 

Then the chanting begins. "A-W-E.. .A-W-E... A-W-E." 

1 It seems that Sound Blaster® AWE 32™ PnP is the first 
sound card to develop its own cult following. That's 
because it makes every other sound card seem like a blast 

from the past. g oun( j {j| as ter RWE3E PnP. Hear llJhat You've Been (Hissing 

The AWE 32 — -- 

puts professional 
sound technology 


•• 


from E-mi 


complete your multimedia 
dream system? Pick up the new 
Blaster CD^x CD-ROM and Sound Blaster Speakers too, 
at your nearest Creative Labs dealer. But take along your 
bodyguard, in case 
the groupies r | 
get carried ^ I 
away. ISS 
ujiuuj.creativelads.com 


CREATIVE 
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INTRODUCING A FLIGHT 
OF THE IMAGINATION. 



BUILT-IN 28.8Kbps MODEM 

Exchange e-mail. Surf the net. Send 
a fax. A 28.8Kbps voice/fax modem 
makes it possible. Other telecom 
features include a speakerphone 
and answering machine. 


12. 1" COLOR DISPLAY 

See the big picture. Measuring over a 
foot diagonally, this stunning active- 


today’s complex software. 
And at just 2.9v, It helps 
maximize battery life. 


MODULAR 6X CD-ROM 

faster than quad-speed drives! 
Plus, SelectBa f architecture lets you swap 
a CD-ROM drive with a modular floppy 
drive, or even a second hard drive. 


INTRODUCING THE NEW TECRA . Packed with cuttingedge technology, the newest Tecta has the power to make your ideas I 

fly. You get a quick-thinking Pentium’ processor, lightning-fast PCI architecture and a massive 1.3 billion byte hard drive. Plus, 

Tecra offers powerful multimedia with full-motion video, stereo sound and a 6X CD-ROM drive you can swap with a second 
hard drive. Top it all off with the expansion capabilities of the Desk Station V Plus, and you’ve got a notebook that 
will take you to new heights. For more information visit the Toshiba website at http://computers.toshiba.com, 

ISirfs or for a dealer near you, call 1-800-457-7777. PSH?H*3T 



are subject to change. All products indicated by trademark symbols 
J "—sor Logos are trademarks oJ Intel Corporation. 
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COMPLETE WITH 
LANDING GEAR. 



500CDT 1 “ r 

• 12.1 dia. color active-matrix TFT display, 


BOTH MODELS 

• 120MHz (2.9v) Pentium® processor, 

256KB12 cache 

• PCI system-bus architecture 

• 16MB of EDO DRAM expandable to 144MB 

• 1.3 billion byte (=1.26GB) removable hard drive 

• Built-in 28.8Kbps voice/fax modem 


• SelectBay' supports 3.5' floppy drive, 6X CD-ROM 
or optional second hard drive 

• HiQVideo™ PCI graphics controller, 2MB video memory 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster* Pro compatible audio system with 
stereo speakers and microphone 

• Supports two Type II or one Type III 16-bit PC Cards, 

ZV Cards or 32-bit CardBus Cards 

• FIR (Fast Infrared) compliant front and back ports 


• Lithium Ion battery 

■ Integrated AC adapter 

• Optional Desk Station V Plus docking station 

• Optional NoteDock" II Enhanced Pori Replicator 

• Windows* 95 or Windows’ for Workgroups 

• 3-year limited warranty 

• Toll-free technical support - 7 days a week, 


In Touch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 


The World s Best Selling Portable Computers. 

Circle 215 on reader service card. 



















































I INTERNET: Performance Technology Instant Internet, Farallon Netopia Internet 
■ Router, Trancell WebRamp • IBM Internet Connection 4.0 • White Pine Enhanced CU-SeeMe 2.01 


Charles Schwab e.Schwab, E-Trade Group E-Trade 

Cybertrading on the Cheap 



Better Than a Broker: Research 
and trade securities with E-Trade 
and e.Schwab. E-Trade [above] is 
the more affordable of the two 
and has an attractive Web site for 
retrieving quotes, placing trades, 
and managing your account. 


A. Place trades or 
download quotes via 

hyperlinks. 

B. The Resources column 
includes links to free 
investment information. 

C. E-Trade alerts you to 

updates on trades and 
expired orders. 

Portfolio 
Manager: One 

advantage 
e.Schwab has 
over E-Trade is a 
feature-rich but 
hard-to-use 
portfolio 
manager. 



r 


Whether you just dip a toe in 
the stock market or are in it 
shoulder-deep, the days when 
you have to rely on a full- 
service broker to place trades 
are over. Two online stock pro¬ 
grams, e.Schwab and E-Trade, 
are cheap and cheaper ways to 
research and trade securities— 
any time of day or night. 

e.Schwab is the electronic 
trading service and portfolio 
manager from the largest name 
in discount brokerage services. 
You can trade up to 1,000 
shares on the Web or over a 
direct connection for a flat $39 
per trade, adding 3 cents for 
every share after that. Depend¬ 
ing on the number of shares 
and share price, you could save 
$16 to $105 off Schwab’s nor¬ 
mal commission schedule and 
even a few dollars off trades 
with Schwab’s otherwise iden¬ 
tical StreetSmart 2.01 program. 

Discount Trades E-Trade 
is a trading service with an even 
deeper discount from a more 
recent entrant to the game. It 
operates through CompuServe 
and America Online, over the 
Web, and via direct dial-up 
connections. 

You can buy or sell unlim¬ 
ited shares of NASDAQ securi¬ 
ties for $19.95 per trade and up 
to 5,000 shares listed on the 
major exchanges (New York 
and American) for a low 
$14.95, with a penny added for 
each share above 5,000. In 
other words, E-Trade saves 
you between $19 and $24 over 
e.Schwab when you’re trading 
1,000 shares or less and around 
$140 for 5,000-share trades. 

So what’s e.Schwab’s advan¬ 
tage? You get the security of the 
Schwab name. Unfortunately, 


though, Schwab charges a $30 
annual maintenance fee (start¬ 
ing in 1997) and another $5 any 
month your account falls below 
$5,000. E-Trade’s minimum 
balance is $1,000 and there are 
no extra fees or fines. 

Also included in Schwab’s 
price is free access to its Mutual 
Funds Performance Guide and 
the e.Schwab software. The 
software helps you manage 
your portfolio, and lets you 
download quotes and account 
balances and fetch market 


news. Account sign-up also 
entitles you to free trials of var¬ 
ious services, like 60 free min¬ 
utes online with Standard 8c 
Poor’s MarketScope. 

Free Quotes E-Trade 
gives you free unlimited quotes 
on a 20-minute delay or, for $30 
a month, unlimited real-time 
quotes. For the same prices, 
you can subscribe to the same 
news and research Schwab uses. 

Neither of these services are 
for anyone who needs the secu¬ 
rity of a voice on the other end 
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e.Schwab 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Online trades from the 
biggest name in discount stocks. 
Pros: Includes a built-in 
portfolio manager. 

Cons: Too bad the portfolio 
manager is so hard to use. 
Services: $39 pertradeforup 
to 1,000 shares; 50 free live 
quotes pertrade; other charges. 


Price varies by service 
Charles Schwab 
[800] 362-6789, [800] 435-4000 
Reader Service No. 710 

E-Trade 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The cheapest way to 
fly through security trades. 
Pros: Less expensive than 
Schwab. 

Cons: There's no brokerto 
blame if you lose yourshirt. 
Services: $14.95 pertrade for 
upto 5,000 shareson major 
exchanges; $19.95 for NASDAQ 
trades. Free delayed quotes. 


Price varies by service 
E-Trade Group 

[800] 786-2575,'(415] 842-8600 
Reader Service No. 711 


of the line. Both companies 
have 800 technical-support 
numbers but prefer delivering 
help via e-mail. 

Online trading is easy with 
either package. You might give 
e.Schwab a nod for including a 
portfolio manager, but frankly, 
you’re better off using a finan¬ 
cial manager like Intuit’s 
Quicken. At the closing bell, 
however, it still comes down to 
price, and there E-Trade beats 
Schwab at the game Schwab 
invented. mike HOGAN 
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Mpufl INTERNET: 

rauVV . Instant Internet, Netopia Internet Router, WebRamp 


ISDN Internet Access for Everyone 


Internet for Everyone: Netopia Internet Router 
[right), Instant Internet [bottom left), and WebRamp 
[top left) all deliver 128Kbps ISDN Internet access for 
everyone in your office. They also keep your LAN 
secure with built-in fire-wall protection. 

ISDN Made 

Easy: Trancell’s 
WebRamp 
makes ISDN 
setup easy. A 
wizard-like 
program guides 
you through 
installation and 
configuration. 




ISDN is a fast ticket to the 
Internet, but giving everyone 
in your office his or her own 
ISDN line can cost thousands 
of dollars. A better solution? 
TrancelTs WebRamp, Faral- 
lon’s Netopia Internet Router, 
and Performance Technol¬ 
ogy’s Instant Internet give 
everyone on an Ethernet net¬ 
work high-speed ISDN access 
through a single, affordable 
router. Unlike individual 
ISDN lines, they also offer 
fire-wall protection from 
unauthorized outside access. 

ISDN On-ramp A good 
choice for small networks, 
Trancell’s WebRamp delivers 
full 128Kbps ISDN speed for 
just $725. The complete 
setup, from ISDN connec¬ 
tions to linking up everyone 
through Ethernet, is surpris¬ 
ingly painless—as long as you 
have your ISDN provider on 
the phone during the installa¬ 
tion process, that is. 

While Trancell includes a 
wizard-like setup program to 
step you through installation, 
ISDN lingo still isn’t stan¬ 
dardized so it’s not always 
clear what information you 
need to give. The box also 
comes with eight lOBase-T 
ports in the back. 

While its setup is easy, 
WebRamp offers only limited 
control over what areas of the 
Internet your employees can 
visit. And there’s no way to 
monitor which sites they’re 
accessing. Although WebRamp 
can handle an unlimited num¬ 
ber of users, performance is best 
when it’s serving fewer than a 
dozen clients. 

Platform Jumper Faral- 
lon’s Netopia Internet Router is 
ideal for networks with both 
Macintosh and PC machines. 
While it wasn’t as easy to set up 
as WebRamp, it does include 


several timesaving tricks. For 
example, you can assign Inter¬ 
net protocol addresses to every 
client on your network directly 
from the server rather than 
from each computer, using 
Dynamic Host Configuration 
Protocol. Farallon also offers a 
service called Up & Running, 
Guaranteed, which delivers a 
full, year of technical support, 
consulting, and setup for $499. 
Unless you have a dedicated 
network manager, the extra 
cost is worthwhile. 

Net Control Instant Inter¬ 
net, meanwhile, is the best 
solution for offices that want 
complete control over Internet 
access and are willing to pay for 


it. Using the router’s included 
software, you can control all 
aspects of employees’ time 
online, including when, where, 
and how long users connect to 
the Net—a useful way to keep 
ISDN bills in check. 

Unlike the other routers, 
Instant Internet monitors 
exactly where on the Internet 
each person in your office has 
been—from specific Web 
pages to any newsgroup. It 
also supports NetWare’s Net¬ 
Ware Directory Services stan¬ 
dard, so importing the various 
access rights of your NetWare 
users and groups takes less 
time. The product’s main 
drawback, however, is the 


Instant Internet 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: High-speed ISDN 
network connections with 
complete Internet monitoring 
and access rights—for a price. 


$4,195 est. street price 
Performance Technology 
[800] 327-8526 
Reader Service No. 712 

Netopia Internet 
Router 

irfck 

Verdict: Solid ISON solution for 
cross-platform environments, 
but takes some time to set up. 


$1,699 est. street Rrice for 
unlimited PC and Mac users 
Farallon Communications 
[510] 814-5100 
Reader Service No. 713 

WebRamp 

irkrkk 

Verdict: The least expensive 
way to give a small office fast 
Internet access. 


$725 est. street price 
Trancell Systems 
[888] 493-2726 
Reader Service No. 714 


price. At $4,195 it’s among the 
most expensive networked- 
ISDN solutions available. 

If you’re looking to con¬ 
nect everyone on the network 
to the Internet via ISDN, all 
three of these routers offer an 
excellent and affordable alter¬ 
native to investing in multiple 
ISDN lines. For small net¬ 
works, WebRamp is the most 
affordable and easiest to 
install. Netopia Internet 
Router is the best option for 
networks using both Macin¬ 
tosh and PC systems. For 
complete Internet-access con¬ 
trol and monitoring, however, 
Instant Internet is a pricey but 
unbeatable option. JACK LYON 


Guide to the Ratings: ickkirk Excellent kkkk Good irkk Acceptable irk Poor it Unacceptable 


94 


UGUST 1996 































A Compaq With 
A 100MHz Pentium* Processor 
For $1,899? 



It’s Here. 


Introducing the Compaq® 
Armada 1120, the new note¬ 
book that can really keep up 
with you — whether you’re on 
the road, or back in the office. 
That’s because its powerful 
100MHz Pentium® processor 
means high-level performance 
for Windows® 95 (conveniently 
preinstalled), and your other 
demanding business software. 

The Armada also comes 


standard with an 810MB hard 
drive, and 8 MB RAM memory 
expandable to 24MB. Plus a 
tilting, full-function keyboard 
and 10.4" CSTN color display. 

Best of all, the Armada 
1120 comes with the quality 
and reliability you’ll only find 
in a Compaq PC. So call today 
to order. (After all, at this low 
price they’re likely to move 
even faster than you do.) 


Compaq Armada 1120 $1,899* 

100MHz Pentium' Processor 
8MB RAM expandable to 24MB 
810MB Hard Drive 
«> 10.4" CSTN Color Display 
(also available in CTFT) 

<$> 3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
«> Two PCMCIA Type II Slots 
(or one Type III) 

•$> Tilting, Full-Function Keyboard 
t Enhanced NiMH Battery 
Windows 95, MS-Works, and 
Astound CSE Software Preinstalled 
^ 1-Year Worldwide Limited Warranty 1 


TO ORDER CALL: 


COMPAQ. 

DirectP/us 


1-800-888-2339 1-800-308-7774 


is subject to approved credit and certain terms and conditions. Call for details. tThe Compaq Armada is covered by a One Year Worldwide Limited Warranty with piclc-up/carry-in service. Battery 
packs and certain options are covered by a One-Year Limited Warranty. Offer available in the U.S. only, © 1996 Compaq Computer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Compaq and the Compaq Logo 

change without notice. Windows and MS Works are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. The Intel Inside Logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Processor Logo is 
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IHCW! IBM Internet Connection 4.0 

All-in-One Internet Suite 
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1-Way Alternative: IBM’s Internet Connection 4.0 
offers a solid set of Internet tools, but it can’t match 
Netscape’s Navigator or Microsoft’s Internet Explorer. 


Netscape’s Navigator and 
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer 
own the lion’s share of the Web 
browser market, but there are 
other options. For $39, IBM’s 
Internet Connection (IC) 4.0 
for Windows 3.1 and Windows 
95 offers more than a dozen 
integrated modules for com¬ 
plete Internet access. 

The centerpiece of IC 4.0 is 
IBM’s Web browser, Web- 
Explorer Mosaic. But while it 
can view most Web sites, 
WebExplorer can’t handle 
multimedia-rich pages that use 
frames, Java, or Shockwave. 

Like Netscape’s Navigator, 
IC 4.0 includes separate e-mail 
and newsreader modules for 
communicating with people the 
world over. IC 4.0 also includes 
an FTP module for uploading 
and downloading files from one 
computer to another, and a Tel¬ 
net application for connecting 
to certain computers that are 


linked to the Internet. IC’s 
Viewer application supports 
most image formats, so you 
can view just about anything 
you come across. A chat appli¬ 
cation lets you connect to any 
Internet Relay Chat server on 
the Internet. IBM also throws 
in a few additional useful 


Internet utilities. One called 
Ping tests to see if your system 
or any other machine is con¬ 
nected to a specific network 
server. And TCPCheck helps 
troubleshoot potential errors 
in your TCP/IP stack and 
Internet connection. 

If you need a basic Web 


FILEBOX 


Internet 
Connection 4.0 

itfrk 

Verdict: Nothing flashy, just a 
basic Internet application suite. 
Pros: Plenty of useful utilities; 
affordable price. 

Cons: Doesn’t support 
cutting-edge Web technologies 
like frames, Java, and 
Shockwave. 


$39 est. street price 
IBM 

[800] 342-6672, [914] 765-1900 
Reader Service No. 71; 


browser and a solid collection 
of esoteric Internet utilities, 
IBM’s Internet Connection is 
your answer. For the best in 
cutting-edge Web technology, 
however, Netscape’s Naviga¬ 
tor and Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer are still better 
choices. rich schwerin 


White Pine Enhanced CU-SeeMe 2.01 

See You on the Web 



In Living Color: Enhanced CU- 
SeeMe lets you display up to eight 
color video windows with full audio. 


Enhanced CU-SeeMe 2.01 
from White Pine Software 
promises color video and 
audio teleconferencing on the 
Web with a very short learn¬ 
ing period and no stiff up¬ 
front equipment costs. Sound 
too good to be true? If you’re 
after a foolproof, one-stop 
solution, you won’t find it on 
the Internet. But if you’re 
willing to experiment, you’ll 
be impressed by what you can 
do with a small investment in 
time and money. 

Installation is surprisingly 
easy. CU-SeeMe automatically 
configures some digital cam¬ 
eras, including Connectix’s 


popular QuickCam. The soft¬ 
ware displays up to eight video 
windows and supports unlim¬ 
ited audio and text chat ses¬ 
sions. Because bandwidth plays 
a big role in the usability of 
CU-SeeMe, however (you 


need at least a 28.8Kbps 
connection for video 
and audio), you may 
find that the video qual¬ 
ity suffers when confer¬ 
encing with more than 
two or three people. 
CU-SeeMe also comes 
with WhitePineBoard, 
a communal virtual 
whiteboard for sharing 
drawings, text, images, 
and other visual data. 

At $69, color videoconfer¬ 
encing doesn’t get any easier. 
It’s not perfect for large-scale 
conferencing, but smaller 
operations can reap rewards 
right away. SCOT FINNIE 


Guide to the Ratings: Excellent 'fckirk Good Acceptable 


FILEBOX 


Enhanced 
CU-SeeMe 2.01 

irk+rk 

Verdict: Affordable color 
videoconferencing via the 
Internet. 

Pros: Easy-to-use, inexpensive 
color videoconferencing via any 
standard Web connection. 
Cons: Performance suffers 
when conferencing with more 
than two orthree people. 


$69 if downloaded [at 
www.wpine.com], 

$99 est. street price 
White Pine Software 
[800] 241-7463, [603] 886-9050 
Reader Service No. 716 


Poor if Unacceptable 
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At Just $1,335 

Your Next PC Can Be A Compaq 



Looking for a great desktop PC for your business? 
With its powerful Pentium® processor, lightning speed, 
and easy upgradability, the Compaq® ProLinea® SlOOe 
desktop PC will impress you. At its incredible new low 
price, it will astound you. 

Add a variety of unique serviceability features that 
help decrease downtime and service costs and you’ve got 
a PC that fits quite nicely into your growing business. 

So now you have no reason to settle for anything less 
than a Compaq — and every reason to call right now. 


THE COMPAQ PROLINEA 5100e - $1,335* * 

• 100MHz Pentium Processor 

• 8MB RAM expandable to 136MB 

• 630MB Hard Drive 

• 3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 

• Integrated PCI IDE Interface 

• PCI Local Bus Architecture 

• Plug-and-Play Compliant with Windows® 95 

• Choice of Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 Preinstalled 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty** 

• With Compaq 140 Color Monitor (12.9" viewable) Add $220* 

• With Compaq 150 Color Monitor (13.8" viewable) Add $375* 

• With 1GB Hard Drive Add $90* 



pentium 


1 - 800 - 888-6127 


COMPAQ. 

DirectPlus 


1 - 800 - 308-7774 

FOR THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST 
COMPAQ AUTHORIZED RESELLER 
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Our 4GB 

Medalist ATA drive 
has a significant effect on 
desktop computers. 




We have some gigantic news for you. With a simple 
disc drive installation, you can turn your desktop 
PC into a mammoth multimedia machine. 
Medalist is the drive. 

Now available at 4GB, it's the highest capacity ATA/IDE 
drive going. Its Fast ATA-2 interface makes your 
upgrade more affordable and powers your PC 
with up to a 16.6 MB/sec. transfer rate. So you ■■■““* 
can get multitasking performance out 
of Windows 95, and run any kind of 


multimedia application, including full- ^ ^ 

screen, full-motion video. Discwizard 

Installing a Seagate drive has never been easier. That's 
because the 4GB Medalist now includes Seagate's unique 
DiscWizard™ software to quickly guide you through the 
upgrade process. 

Medalist: Up to four highly affordable gigabytes. 
Blazing multimedia performance. Easy installation. 
Size-up Medalist for yourself. Call 408-438-8111 or visit 
www.seagate.com. 



<§P Seagate 


Circle 168 on reader service card. 








Make the Perfect Getaway! 



"The new AAA Map'n'Go is by far the most complete travel planning program available. 
It is unbelievable bow many features are packed into one CD, and yet it is 
fun and easy to run."\N. Bowers, Chandler, OK. 


The Route For You 

• Find the fastest, shortest, or scenic route to 
the destinations you select. 

• Route around toll roads or busy urban areas. 

Your Own Travel Agent 

• Get complete AAA TourBook® information on 
rates, amenities and atmosphere for over 43,000 
lodgings, campgrounds and restaurants. 

• Choose by price, type or AAA rating to suit 
your budget and style. 

• Over 22,000 attractions and events, too. 


The Best Travel Planner, Ever! 

• Search detailed street maps of 241 cities— 
locate individual street addresses! 

• Print directions or detailed strip maps— 
including numbered highway exits! 

• Find up-to-date travel information with the 
FREE Internet link to highway construction; 
fairs, festivals and other events; and weather. 

• Never get lost again with the unique link to 
the Global Positioning System.* 




Available from your local software store or software catalogs. 
Or order direct from DeLorme at 1-800-452-5931, ext. 019 
or preview at www.mapngo.com. 



Circle 122 on reader service card. 




























CD-RON 


Survival of the Fittest 



E DESCENT I 

It’s back—the stomach-turning, 
palm-sweating game where 
there’s no up and no down, just 360 
degrees of action. This DOS, multiplayer 
sequel (which runs under Windows 95 
with just a few tweaks) adds 30 new levels 
and lots of new toys, such as an after¬ 
burner and 13 deadly weapons. But the 
best feature is Wingnut, a little robot that 
leads you through the bewildering maze 
of tunnels that serve as the setting for this 
shoot-’em-up game. You need both the 
weapons and the guide to survive in the 
only game that’s more intense than id 
Software’s Doom. 


For optimum diffusion of your company’s fiscal compendium ... (Is everyone asleep? 
Good. That was just to make your boss think you’re reading some business 
gobbledygook.) So you convinced your boss that you need a Pentium processor, 
a CD-ROM drive, and a 32-bit sound card to enhance your job 
performance. But we know you want them for games—blasting, 
smashing, twisting, crashing, pounding, crushing, bruising, trouncing, 
bursting, shrieking games! Well, here are some CDs that fulfill the 
potential of your killer hardware—at least until a 3-D graphics card 
and a virtual-reality helmet become your next “business investment.” 

*#2*1 ARCADE AMERICA 


i You’ve got to like any game that 
begins with California falling into the 
ocean. You’d think it’d be hard to top 
that, but Arcade America does, with a 
free-wheeling trip where everything from 
the Grand Canyon to the Alamo is a game 
setting. You control Joey, a character who 
spends most of his time with his finger in 
his belly button. The idea is to get Joey 
from the late, great California to Wood- 
stock, New York, where he and his mon¬ 
ster pals put on a concert—if he survives 
the trip. The humor is sophisticated 
enough to tickle adults, the animation is 
catchy enough for kids, and the game play 
isn’t too difficult or too easy for either. 
The best thing about Arcade America is 
that it doesn’t try to sneak in some dorky 
geography lesson. This is play for play’s 
sake, and great play at that. 

Arcade America / 7th Level / (800) 884-8863, 

(214) 498-8100 / $40 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 720 




Hold On to Your Seat: Try not to Ic 

it in the action-packed Descent II. 


fjtsi In this game, you have on your 
JNaKi side a bulldozer, an old robot 
with some faulty wiring, a cockroach, and a 
magician. The other team has a wrestling 
Santa Claus, a walking time bomb, a boxing 
kangaroo, and some chickens. Each of the 


Chicken Alert! If Gearheads weren’t 
so intense, it would be funny. 

characters (and there are more) has different 
strengths and weaknesses in the Gearhead 
arena. But they’re all trying to do the same 
thing—get from one side of the screen to 
the other. The winner is the one whose 
characters are better able to block the oppo¬ 
nent’s and elude their defenses. Although 
this CD owes a debt to the engineering 
competitions of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, on a PC it’s an original 
game for a change, and one where smarts 
count more than eye-hand coordination. 


ngg TRITRYST OOOO 
|g§jM Let’s see, bars made up of 
□fediPn three objects fall from the top of 
the screen, and you have to move the bars 


\ Better than being a CEO. OOOO Better than a corner office. OOO Better 
than your own secretary. OO Better than the mail room. O Better than unemployment. 


PCCOMPUTING.COM 














CD-RONWhite 



Does This Look Familiar? Tritryst 
is an old favorite with a new twist. 

so that they fit into a pattern without run¬ 
ning out of screen space. And the CD 
name sounds so familiar.... OK, so it’s a 
Tetris wanna-be. That doesn’t mean it isn’t 
decent fun. And if you’re a Tetris fanatic, 
it’s similar enough that you’ll like it, but 
different enough that it won’t bore you. 

Tritryst / Virgin Interactive / (800] 874-4607, 

(714) 833-8710 / $27 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 722 


RAYMAN OOOO 

This game is Mario Brothers-on- 
acid. It’s filled with strange, 
brightly colored plants and creatures you’d 
otherwise see only under the influence of 
chemicals. The lead character, Rayman, has 
hands and feet but no arms or legs con¬ 
necting to them. (I believe I saw a few peo¬ 
ple like that once—back in my college 
days.) Despite having what most people 
would consider a disability, Rayman man¬ 
ages to run, jump, and climb in true Sonic 
the Hedgehog side-scrolling style through 
70 surrealistic levels. The best feature: Ray- 
man’s opponents learn how you play and 
adjust their attacks accordingly. 

Rayman / Ubi Soft / (800) 824-7638, (415) 464-4440 / 
$50 est. street price / Reader Service No. 723 


REBEL ASSAULT II, THE 
HIDDEN EMPIRE OOO 

The question you have to, ask 
about this Star Wars game sequel is, How 
ya gonna keep ’em down on the asteroid 
farm after they played id Software’s 
Doom? Like its predecessor. Rebel 
Assault II, The Hidden Empire, is long 
on cinematic sequences that invoke its 
ancestral movies and short on 3-D free 
movements that mark the new generation 
of games. Like Doom, this two-disc DOS 
game has lots of shooting. But unlike 
Doom, where danger can come from any¬ 


where—even from behind—Rebel 
Assault II is more like a carnival shooting 
gallery where ducks and bears poke out 
their heads and you shoot at them. Like 
Interplay Productions’ Descent II and 
Microsoft’s Fury, Rebel Assault II makes 
you fly through an obstacle course, but 
unlike those two games, the race course is 
locked in; you aren’t free to fly just any¬ 
where. Despite all this, the last time I saw 
Rebel Assault II it was a best-seller. That 
must say more about the cachet of Star 
Wars than the game itself. 

Rebel Assault II, The Hidden Empire / LucasArts / 
(800) 985-8227, (415) 472-3400 / $55 est street price / 
Reader Service No. 724 


F'jmT* ZORK NEMESIS OOOO 

EjjBJ This is the grandchild of the 
HNal granddaddy of them all—Zork, 
the text-only adventure of 15 years ago 
that lets your imagination fill in for the 
missing graphics. Along the evolutionary 
trail, Zork (still a DOS game) has taken 
on some genes from Broderbund’s Myst, 
today’s standard for the adventure game. 
In Zork Nemesis, which is distributed 
on three discs, you have to rescue four 
alchemists from everlasting hell—if you 
don’t have anything else planned for the 
next 40 hours. The artwork looks beauti¬ 
ful enough to match anything you can 
imagine, and the puzzles are challenging. 
(I had a hard time solving them, and I 
even peeked at a secret cheat sheet.) If it’s 
been a long time since you last “zorked,” 
this is a good way to pick up the ball. 

Zork Nemesis / Activision / (800) 477-3650 / 

$55 list price / Reader Service No. 723 



strategy? Then chill out with Icebreaker. 
It’s one of those rare, completely original 



Pyramid Scheme: Icebreaker plays 
out in a strange but interesting way. 




games that’s also endlessly fascinating. 
You have to guide a little pyramid 
around the screen, shooting and smash¬ 
ing into other pyramids before some 
“hunter” pyramids catch up to you. 
Sometimes you fight. Sometimes you 
lead your pursuers to their demise by 
tricking them into bottomless pits. I 
know. It all sounds kind of strange. 
That’s because it is strange, unlike any¬ 
thing you ever played before. 

Icebreaker / Magnet Interactive / (800) 996-0011, 
(202) 625-7171 / $40 est street price / 

Reader Service No. 726 


fjtgm. WORMS OOO 

(>|jSpf Sometimes you’ve gotta read the 
manual. And sometimes even 
that doesn’t help. Usually I abandon 
anything as difficult as this DOS game. 
But it’s so complex and so playful, I 
wasted the better part of a morning with 
it. The game pits tiny worms against each 
other—up to 16 at a time, each of which 
can be controlled by a different player. 
These are not your ordinary creepy 
crawlers. They’re armed with bazookas, 
grenades, jackhammers, and the most 
dreaded of all—the exploding killer 
sheep! The idea is to move the worm 
warriors over a landscape, which is dif¬ 
ferent each time you play, so they’re in 
the best position to use their weapons. 
Mostly I just blew up my worm. You’ll 
need to set aside some time to figure out 
Worms. But if you want something chal¬ 
lenging, different, and with a sense of 
humor, this is it. 

Worms / Ocean of America / (800) 483-8632 / 

$50 est street price / Reader Service No. 727 


EARTHWORM JIM 


LaBsJ What? More worms? Well, this 
one actually has more in common with 
Rayman than with Worms, despite hav¬ 
ing the the same slimy protagonists. 
Earthworm Jim (like Rayman) is a side¬ 
scrolling game, but like Worms it has a 
good sense of humor, whether Earth¬ 
worm Jim is being chewed up by a junk¬ 
yard dog or launching a cow into orbit. 
And for those who like a high mayhem 
factor, Jim is armed with a machine gun 
and enough rounds of ammo to make a 
government militia jealous. 


Earthworm Jim / Activision / (800) 477-3650 / 
$50 est. street price / Reader Service No. 728 
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In June 1996, Micron's Millennia PI 66 and 
Millennia PI 33 won two of three 
PC Magazine Editors' Choice awards. 

















Millennia™ PI 66 


■Millennia Plus PI66 


i Home MPC™ PI 33 


Home MPC PI 66 


•Intel 166MHz Pentium 0 processor 

• 512KB pipelined burst cocbe, (lash BIOS 

• 8XEI0E CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•16-bit stereo sounds speakers 

•PCI 64-bit 30 video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft 1 ’ Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows* 95 i MS* Plus! CD 
ft • 5-year/3-yeor Micron Power” warranty 


• 8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE bard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 
•Microsoft Works 95 CD 



•16MB EDO RAM* 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf® 95 CDs 


$ 2,299 


Business lease S78/month 


• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 512KB pipelined burst coche, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows 95 & MS Plus! CD 
•Microsoft Office Pro 95 S Bookshelf 95 CDs 

ft • 5-year/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 


• 16MB EDO RAM • IGB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 



•32MB EDO RAM* 2GB Fast SCSI-2 bard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 


s 3,199 


Business lease S109/month 


• 32MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17* Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 
•MicrosoftOffice Pro 95 i Bookshelf 95CDs 


s 2,899 


Business lease $99/month 


• With 133MHz Pentium processor..subtract $200 

• With 150MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 

•With 200MHz Pentium processor.ss 


• 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 bard drive 

• 17” Micron 17FGx, .26dp (15.8” display) 


s 4,299 


Business lease SI4i/month 


• With 150MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 

• With 200MHz Pentium processor..add $200 



• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 
•256KB pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 
•8MB EDO RAM* 1.0GB EIDEborddrive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound & speakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• Microsoft Phone telephony software 

• Internet ready: 

Internet in o Box from CompuServe®/Spry 
Internet Explorer 

• Prodigy 8 , America Online* & CompuServe 
trial memberships 

•PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7' display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 
•Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 & MS Plus! CD 

• Quicken* Financial Pak includes: Quicken Deluxe 
5.0; Quicken Financial Planner"; Quicken Parents' 
Guide to Money"; Quicken Family Lawyer" 

• Microsoft Home Pok includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 
95; Encarta® 96; Encarto 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central" 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0: Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania* 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pock; CD Sampler (including 
Fury3 game demo) 

ft • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

s l,999 


• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 
•16MB EDO RAM* 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• 16-bit 30 Wavelable stereo sound card 

• Advent AV270 2x25 watt stereo speakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice moil 

• Microsoft Phone telephony software 

• Internet ready: 

Internet in a Box from CompuServe/Spry 
Internet Explorer 

• Prodigy, America Online & CompuServe 
trial memberships 

•PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows 95 & MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• Quicken Rnanciol Pak includes: Quicken Deluxe 
5.0; Quicken Financial Planner; Quicken Parents' 
Guide to Money; Quicken Family Lawyer 

• Microsoft Home Pak includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 
95; Encarta 96; Encarto 96 World Allas; Music 
Central 96; Wine Guide; Arcode 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pack; CD Sampler (including 
Fury3 game demo) 

ft • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

s 2,999 
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Welcome to Micron Electronics, Inc. 
The Technology Leader. 


MICRON 



Outstanding Performance—Don’t Take Our Word for It. 

Talk is cheap when you’re speaking for yourself. But when it’s from the mouth of an industry expert, 
it carries weight. Here are a few of many examples of what they’re saying about Micron PCs: 

Micron Home MPC ". . . the fastest we’ve ever tested... as well as a marvelous family package ... it wins our Top Rated 
award . . . .”— Family PC, May 1996 

Micron Millennia “In short. Micron covers all the bases with this BestBuy”. -PC World, March 1996 
Micron PowerServer “This is definitely a best buy”-Computer Shopper, January 1996 

Micron Millennia TransPort “...nearly a dead ringer for IBM’s ThinkPad...but performs better and saves you about $2,500. 

-PC Magazine, April 1996 
The Right System for You 

Micron makes a suite of outstanding solutions designed for the way you work or play. From home systems to servers, 
desktop PCs to portable multimedia solutions, Micron always comes through with a system built to satisfy. For details and 
prices, turn the page. 



if 5-year limited warranty an microprocessor and main memory 
if 3-year limited parts-only system warranty 

y 1-, 2- or 3-year aptiaaal oa-site service agreement lor all desktop systems 
it 30 days ol free Micron-supplied software support 
■ ‘ 30-day money-back policy 
y 24-boor technical support 

Ml safes are subject to Micron’s standard funded warranties and Urns and conditions ol sola. 
Copies of oar limited warranties trtaylle obtained an oar web site at by calling Micron. 



Pentium 



800 - 362-7309 

http://www.mei.micron.com 
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SUPERIOR SOLUTIONS BY DESIGN 



A ny PC maker can claim to offer a solution that covers your needs. But at Micron 

Electronics, we prefer to let our history and our products speak for themselves. We 
think you’ll agree it’s an impressive story. 

Superior Manufacturing—A Micron Tradition 

Micron builds PCs with a legacy of excellence. Our manufacturing processes grew out of 
nearly two decades in the semiconductor business, where precision is measured in millionths 
of an inch, and quality in parts per million. We’ve built strategic relationships with compa¬ 
nies like Intel, Microsoft and Novell. From this solid background, we’re forging unbeat¬ 
able systems you can count on today and tomorrow. 

Award-Winning Products 

In the past two years, leading industry publications have applauded Micron 
PCs with more than 140 awards for product performance, customer ser¬ 
vice and support. This includes PC Magazines Best Products of 1995 and 
Editors’ Choice awards in several categories. Add more than 40 PC World 
Best Buy awards and you’ve got an impressive technology hall of fame. 


Recognized Service and Reliability 

After your purchase, the story continues. Just ask PC Magazine readers. They 
bestowed on us the coveted Readers’ Choice for Customer Service and 
Reliability in 1994 and 1995. And PC World recently awarded us first tier sta¬ 
tus along with the likes of Apple, Compaq, Digital and HP. Pretty good com¬ 
pany, wouldn’t you say? 

Micron Power™ Warranty*—An Industry First 

We support our reliability promise with the industry-leading Micron Power 
warranty. It backs the microprocessor and main memory for five years, an 
industry first. Add a three-year, parts-only system warranty and a 30-day 
money-back guarantee, and you can rest assured that you’re in good hands. 


RELIABILITY RANKINGS 



Source: K World Reliability & Service Monitor, May 20 ■ November 20, 1995 







Millennia Transport PI 33 


• 133MHz Mobile Intel Pentium® processor 

• Intel 430MX PCIset 

• 256KB L2 pipelined burst cache 
•16MB EDO memory (48MB mux.) 

• 4X modular CD-ROM drive 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 1MB EDO memory 

• Pick-a-Poinl" dual pointing devices integrate 
both pointing stick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive (1.2GB max.) 

• 3.5' modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

• 16-bit stereo sound 

• Built-in stereo speakers and microphone 

• 2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Video and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone und line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one back 

• Parallel, serial, VGA and 2 PS/2 ports 

• Dimensions: 117 x 9.4’x 2.0’, Weight: 6.9 lbs. 1 

• Nylon carrying case 

• Microsoft® Windows® 95 and MS® Plus! CDs 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 and Bookshelf® 95 CDs 

• Kensington" secruity lock 11 

$ • 5-year/3-year Micron Power” limited warranty* * 

t 6.9 lbs. indudes 3.5'floppy and one battery, 
tt lock secures both Millennia TronsPort and MicronDoc 


•16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 
•1.2GB removable hard drive 



• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 
•Motorola® Montana 28.8 fox/modem 
•11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 
•1.2GB removable hord drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 



• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• Motorola Montana 28.8 fax/modem 

• 12.1' active matrix color display, 800 x 600 
•1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 



PowerServer SMP PI 33 ■ PowerServer SMP P266 


• Intel 133MHz Pentiumprocessor 
•Dual Pentium SMP ZIF sockets 

• 512KB write-back cache, flash BIOS 
•Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

•PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI fast-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5’ floppy drive 

• PCI 64-hit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive boys 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 & MS Plus! CD 
$ • 5-yeor/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 


• 16MB RAM • 1GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15’ Micron 15FGx,.28dp (137 display) 



• 32MB RAM* 2GB SCSI-2 hord drive 
•15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (137 display) 


s 3,199 


Business lease $109/month 


• With second 133MHz Pentium processor.. 

•With Microsoft Windows NT Workslolion 3.51 CD. 


• Dual 133MHz Pentium processors 

• 512KB write-bock cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fost-20 controller 
•8X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Full-size lower with 10 drive boys 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 
$ • 5-year/3-yeot Micron Power warranty* 


• 32MB RAM* 2GB SCSI-2 hord drive 

• 15’Micron 15FGx,.28dp (137 display) 



•64MB RAM* 4GB SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 17’ Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 


s 4,799 


Business lease $163/month 



• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 
•256KB internal cache, flash BIOS 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5'floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64 bit 30 video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workslolion 3.51 CD or 
Windows 95 A MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 
$ • 5-yeor/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 

• 16MB EDO RAM* 1.0GB EIDE bard drive 

• 15' Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7' display) 


s 2,699 


Millennia Plus Pro200 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

• 256KB internal cache, flash BIOS 
•PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fost-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•16-bit stereo sounds speakers 

• PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows Nr Workstation 3.51 CD or 
Windows 95 S MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 S Bookshelf 95 CDs 
$ • 5-year/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 

• 32MB EDO RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (137 display) 


•32MB EDO RAM* 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 
• 17’ Micron 17FGx, .26dp (15.8’ display) 


5 3,699 


s 3,299 , 


• 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 


s 4,799 


• Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3COM 3C509 Combo network adopter 

• 3.5" floppy drive 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft DOS 6.22/Windows for Workgroups 3.11 
5-yeor/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

•PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (1MB EDO) 
•8MB EDO RAM* 1.0GB EIDE hord drive 

• 14" Micron 14FGx, ,28dp (12.9” display) 

• Microsoft Works preinstalled 


5 1,499 


• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3COM 3C509 Combo network adapter 

• 32MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 
•3.5" floppy drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 
$ • Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

5-yeor/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 


Business lease $51/month 


• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 

• 16MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 
•15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 preinstalled 


s 3,282 


*1,943 


• 128MB EDO RAM* 9GB Fast SCSI-2 hord drive 

• 21 "Micron 21 FGx,.26dp (20.0" display) 


7,899 



• 900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 
• Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
• International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 6am-7pm (MT) 

• 208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 

• Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 
•GSA Contract #GS35F4317D 

I Tollfree from Mexico . Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day-7 Days A Week 

95 - 800 - 708-1755 


\ 800 - 708-1756 


MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 


800 - 362-7309 

http://www.mei.micron.com 


800 - 708-1758 






















































You Want More? 

Custom configure your new Micron™ system with our most popular options. 


I Multimedia Options 

• Creative lobs SoundBlaster" 32 Wnvetoble sound. 

...$59* 

•Creative labs SoundBlaster 32 Wnvetoble 3D sound w/2MB RAM.,. 

.$149’ 

•Advent AV270 Powered Partners stereo speakers.. 

$99 

•Advent AV370 Powered Partners stereo speakers w/subwooler.. 

.$199 

• Microsoft SideWmder" 3D Pro joystick 

.$59 



1 Storage/Media Options 

• Plextor EightPlex 8X 1.2MB/S SCSI internal CD-ROM drive. 

.$200' 

(upgrade from systems with standard 8R EIDF CD-ROM drivel 
• Iomega SCSI Jot drive with i .OGB removable cartridge. 

.$399’ 

• Iomega Zip IDE drive with 100MB removable cartridge. 

.$99 

• Iomega Ditto BOO I400/800MB) Travon Tap bar 1 jp w tope 

.$149 

• lomego Ditto 3200 II.6/3.2GB) Travon Tope back up w/tope. 

.$299 

•Sony 4/8GD DDS 2 DAT SCSI Tape back up w/tape 

.$999’ 



Quicken® Financial Pak 


• Quicken Financial Pak, including: Quicken Deluxe 5.0; Quicken Rnancial Planner"; Quicken Parents' Guide to Money"; 
Quicken Family Lawyer".$69 



IDisplayAideo Options 

• 17” Hitochi SuperScnn 1711 (15.9* display) ,26dp color monitor.. 

.$150 ft 

• 21' Hitochi SuperScon 2111 (20” display) ,26dp color monitor.. 

.$1,050 ft 

• Diamond Steoltb64 video card w/2MB VRAM . 

.$150 tit 

• Diamond Stealtb64 video card w/4MB VRAM. 

.$300 ttt 

• #9 Imagine 128 video cord w/4MB VRAM. 

.$500 ttt 

• #9 Imagine 128 video card w/8MI VRAM 

.S750 ttt 



Communication Options 


I Other Options 



• 3COM 3C509 Ethernet ISA NIC (BNC, AUI & RJ-45). 

•3COM 3(595 Fast Etherlink PCI 10/100 NIC (RJ-45 only).. 

• SMC ISA TokenCard network card 


CS 


* Upgrade from systems with standard 16-bit stereo sound card 
"Requires SCSI Host Adapter 

“* 11.34 modem includes trial memberships to CompuServe* Prodigy* nnd America Online® 
(Requiressound card 

ft Upgrade from systems with standard Micron 17" 17FGx color monitor 
ttt Upgrade from systems with standard 64-bit 2MB video cord 


• 900 E. Hardier Rood, Nampa, ID 83687 

• Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sal 7am-5pm (MT) 
• International Soles Hours: Mon-Fri fiom-tpm (MT) 

• 208-893-3434 • Fox 208-893-3424 

• Purthase Order Fax 208-893-B992 

• GSA Contract #GS35F4317D 
• Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day-7 Days A Week 
• Technkat Support Ml: l«hsupporl.iKi[@mim.!oin 


Circle 106 on reader service card. 



800 - 362-7309 


http://www.mei.micron.com 































to guide 


your project down a clear path 


Introducing new Microsoft Project 

for Windows 95. 


Now you can manage projects more simply, more smoothly, by communicating project information 
as it occurs. With new Microsoft® Project you can convey project status quickly and effectively 
so your boss, customers, and coworkers are always in the loop. From sharing task deadlines 
and responsibilities, to letting people know about changes and the impact they’ll have on 
the deadline, you have the tools to organize your projects into manageable steps and keep 
them moving in the right direction. New Microsoft Project unlocks the doors of communication 
and gives you the power to navigate the most efficient route to a successful end product. 



Graphical views let teammates visualize where the project is going. 

With Microsoft Project you can display project data in ways that everyone can understand. Great-looking 
Gantt Charts integrate text, timelines and graphical bars so everyone can see start and finish dates, inter¬ 
dependencies and task assignments. Throughout your project, you can also use a 
Monthly Calendar report to share your plan in a format that’s clear and easy to 
read. And since Microsoft Project shares many of the same key commands 

__ with other 0ffice applications, it will be easy to create schedules and reports. 

But if at any time you need help, type in a question and the Answer Wizard 
| iniJJ gives you the information you need. Microsoft Project helps you illustrate 

every phase of your project so you and your team keep your goals in sight. 



Microsoft 

















Keep everyone moving on the same track with open lines of communication. 



gStart 


Now yop cpn take full advantage of Windows 95. 

Microsoft Projects the world’s best selling project management software 
| and now is optijq^ed to work hand-in-hand with the 32Jit performance, 
advance^ mukitaJfei'g. and simplified user interface of the Windows'95 
operating system, "together, they help open the linesjf communication. 
Togetha$| tb'% |elg\pu\enhance the way you matjge your projects. 

* K v x * -i 

a wA .am 


BMicrosoft Project is completely integrated with a wide range of e-mail systems* and Schedule-*- 
I so that with a single click, changes and additions are immediately distributed to and from 
■teammates. Assignments, task changes, and progress can be communicated and updated 
I without ever reentering information, so you save time and eliminate mistakes. And because 
I Microsoft Project is a member of the Office family, sharing data between programs is easy. 

For example, you can start building a schedule by simply dragging a task list out of Microsoft 
Excel and dropping it directly into your Microsoft Project plan. You keep communication clear 
[ and information consistent and your project continues to move exactly the way you planned. 
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BY CHRISTOPHER LINDQUIST AND DANIEL WILL- 


hat?! You don’t have a home page yet? You can bet 
everyone else does—especially your competitors. 

Y ¥ Not having a Web site is like not having a listing in the 
Yellow Pages. The Web is crawling with customers you’ll never see 
if you don’t make an impression on the Internet. 

And you don’t have to be a Fortune 500 company to get your 
message out on the Web. These days, anyone with 20 bucks and 
20 minutes can set up a first-rate site and have instant access 


Get Web-Wise: 

With the latest services and software, you can build a site in less time- 
and for less money—than you think. 


Instant Home Pages 114 

Design your own Web 
page in minutes with 
online services and 
instant-page-creation 
sites on the Web. 

Some of the services 
are even free! 


Web Publishers 120 

New graphical 
Web-publishing tools 
make a stop-’em-dead 
custom page as easy a; 
drag and drop. 


Service or Server? 121 

You’ve got your Web 
page—now where 
should you post it? Get 
the lowdown on renting 
site space or setting up 
your own server. 


Designers for Hire 122 

So maybe you don’t 
want to design your 
own site. Here’s how to 
find the perfect Web 
designer or consultant. 










flrcviV* 


to the world’s fastest-growing market. 

Of course, if you want a really killer page, you’ll have to work 
harder—but not much. Today’s best Web-page creation tools make it 
easier than ever to set up sites that’ll have them coming back again 
and again. Don’t have the time to design a page from scratch? We 
help you find a real pro to do it for you. 

The truth is, with the right tools and the right help, it’s simple to build 
the perfect Web page. Let us show you how. 


Complete Toolbox: 

Find everything you need among these 200 Web tools to build 
the Web site of your dreams. 


Access Control 

132 

CGI/Scripting 

136 

Java 

138 

VRML 

142 

Audio/Video 

132 

File Converters 

136 

Misc. Internet 

140 

Browsers 

142 

Authoring 

134 

Graphics 

136 

Site Management 

140 

Servers 

143 

Browser Plug-ins 

134 

HTML Editors 

138 

Statistics 

142 




WWW.PCCOMPUTING.C 


113 



WEB PAGES 


Web Tools: Cheap and Easy Sites 


Home Pages in an Instant 


Got 45 minutes and a credit card? If so, you’re 
halfway to your own home page on the World Wide 
Web. Believe it: Dozens of companies will give you an 
instant Web site for a painless price. 

If you already subscribe to an online service you’re in 
luck. America Online, CompuServe, and Prodigy offer 
free Web sites to their subscribers. But business users 
shouldn’t expect lots of hand holding or special features 
like online order forms or connections to your corpo¬ 
rate databases. (Prodigy is an exception—it’s working 
on a set of business-oriented Web services that will go 
online shortly.) Prodigy also lets you rent more Web¬ 
page storage space as you need it, but America Online 
and CompuServe limit users to a rather meager 2MB 
and 1MB of storage, respectively, for each site. 

If you have images of a megasite in your head, take 
a look at one of the dedicated Web-hosting services 
that offer instant pages for a monthly fee ranging from 
free to $85. (You can access these through an Internet 
service provider or your online service’s Web-access 
feature.) Companies such as InfoStreet ask you to fill 
out a simple form, which they then use to automati¬ 
cally create your page and post it. Other hosts like 
Cyber Design scan in your company logo and build a 
templated page with little intervention from you. Most 
Web hosts offer Web design and maintenance services 
for an additional fee if you want to expand your site. 

Be sure to evaluate your current and future needs 
before you jump into an instant Web site, however. 
Some services charge a fee each time you modify 
your page, so if you need to update it often (to reflect 
changing prices, for example) consider services that 
let you revise at no cost. If you want visitors to 



Just the Facts: Creating a Web site with InfoStreet is as 
easy as filling out an online form. All the work is done for you. 


download files, you’ll need an FTP site—something 
many instant services don’t include. Also check ser¬ 
vices to see if their servers are connected with high¬ 
speed lines such as Tl. A big pipe means potential 
customers will get to your site as quickly as possible, 
without annoying delays. 

If you hit a ceiling (run out of space or need new 
technology, for example) and have to move to anoth¬ 
er service provider, be prepared for some trauma. 
Some Web-hosting services will forward visitors to 
your new site but others won’t. 

If you want to be on the Web, it’s waiting for you. 
Just break out your credit card and get yourself a site. 


DO IT YOURSELF 


THREE STEPS TO CREATING A WEB SITE ON COMPUSERVE 



Get the Tools: Go to the Internet 
forum and select Home Page 
Wizard, then download the page- 
creation software. 



Make the Page: The easy-to-use 
Home Page Publishing Wizard 
helps you instantly create a 
colorful, professional Web page. 



Show It to the World: Click on the 
Publish button to go to the Our 
World site. Upload your page, and 
you're on the Web. 
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Top Home-Page Services 

_. // // /// _ 


1 Product 

Price* 

/Jr 

<## 

// 

/// 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Sgg InfoStreet 

(800] 789-8150 

Reader Service No. 833 

$22.50/ 

month 

10MB 

Yes 

Yes 

Free search engine, 
backup tools, and 
usage statistics; high¬ 
speed T1 connection. 

Basic page created with 
form is quite plain; 

FTP site is not included 
in basic plan. 

kkkkk 

Tons of features and 
flexibility for a fair price. 

America Online 

(800]827-6364 

Reader Service No. 836 

$9.95/month 
(included in 
subscription] 

2MB 


Yes 

Posting sen/ices 
advertise your page; 

FTP site included; fast 
TCP/IP connection. 

Limited to 2MB of 
storage; requires 
service subscription. 

kkkk 

An ultraeasy and 
inexpensive way to 
make your first page. 

CompuServe 

(800]848-8990 

Reader Service No. 837 

$9.95/month 
(included in 
subscription] 

1MB 

Yes 

No 

Flome Page Wizard 
creates great pages; 

FTP site included; fast 
TCP/iP connection. 

Maximum storage of 

1 MB; must subscribe 
to service. 

kkkk 

Great Web tools at a 
great price—especially if 
you already subscribe. 

Instant Technologies 

(800]263-6741 

Reader Service No. 83 8 

$10 setup; 

$10/month 
($20/month 
for FTP site] 

1MB 

Yes 

Yes 

Fullset of sen/ices, 
including FTP site 
for an extra fee. 

Basic forms-based 
pages are plain; only 

1MB of storage 
allowed. 

kkkk 

A service that gives you a 
fast start and grows with 
your company. 

Joe’s CyberPost 

joe@joes.com 

Reader Service No. 83 3 

Free 

ipage 

Yes" 

Yes 

Extensive forms-based 
editor; high-speed 

T1 connection. 

Can’t process orders 
from your page; FTP 
site not included. 

kkkk 

If one page is enough, 
this good-looking 
freebie's a steal. 

Prodigy 

(800] 776-3449 

Reader Service No. 840 

$9.95/month 
(included in 
subscription] 

1MB 


No 

Extra storage is 
available for one 
dollar per megabyte; 

FTP site included. 

More complex than 
America Online or 
CompuServe; must 
subscribe to service. 

kkkk 

The most business- 
friendly of the major 
sen/ices. 

SpryNet 

(800] 777-9638 

Reader Service No. 841 

$19.95/month 
(includes 
Internet 
account] 

5MB 

Yes 

— 

Uses same Home Page 
Wizard as CompuServe; 
FTP site included. 

Can’t process orders 
from your page. 

kkkk 

A full-featured, easy-to-use 

Web host for less than 
$20 a month. 

Cyber Design 

(770] 998-2497 

Reader Service No. 842 

$35 for 

1 page 

1 page 

Yes 

(limited] 

No 

You get to have your 
company logo on page; 
if your products don’t 
sell, maintenance is free. 

Basic pages have a 
templated look. 

kkk 

A quick way to get your 
corporate image on the 

Web. 

Majon Int’l 

(800] 758-0102 

Reader Service No. 843 

$175 for 

7 months 

1 page 

Yes” 

Yes 

Design form includes 
space for images, order 
forms, and a hit counter; 
T1 connection. 

FTP site not included. 

kkk 

Great forms-based 
designer, but you can get 
more for the money. 

Webez 

(310] 230-1960 

Reader Service No. 844 

$85/month 

10MB 

Yes 

Yes 

Plenty of storage and a 
slick forms-based 
page maker; high-speed 
T1 connection. 

Much more expensive 
than InfoStreet for 
similar services. 

kkk 

Cool site provider, but the 
competition bests it 

World Yellow Pages Network 

(510] 524-4495 

Reader Service No. 843 

Free 

1 page 

No 

Yes 

No fee forthe first 
page; high-speed 

T1 connection. 

Basic page is plain; 

FTP site not included. 

kkk 

The pages don't look great, 
but you can't beat the price. 

Wysiweb 

(609]771-6705 

Reader Service No. 846 

Free 

Unlimited 

Yes” 

Yes 

Unique browser-based 
page creator supplies 
dozens of options. 

Page creator might 
overwhelm novices; 

FTP site not included. 

kkk 

It’s free, so what do you 
have to lose? 


"DIRECT PRICE. * 

■IMAGE MUS' 

ALREADY SF 

ON THE INTERNET. 




■Mckkk Excellent Good. 'kkkAcceptable kkPoor k Unacceptable 


. c o 


115 

















WEB PAGES 


Final Analysis: Get on the Web Now 


Home-Page Fast Track 


i 

! 

i 


Not everyone has the time to learn the ins and outs of 
creating and posting a stop-’em-dead home page. So 
instant home-page service is a great alternative. All 
you need is a bit of desire and a few spare moments. 
No tricky HTML to learn. No expensive hardware to 
set up. No exorbitant monthly fees. Just fill out a 
form, and your products are immediately advertised 
around the world. 

But not all instant Web services meet every need. If 
you’re just trying to sell a car or post a picture of your 
dog, consider a basic, easy-to-use service like the ones 
America Online or CompuServe offer. You’re limited 
to 1MB of storage, but your page won’t cost you any 
more than a standard subscription. Prodigy is more 
confusing to use, but it lets you rent more storage 
space as your needs grow—a feature that appeals to 
many business users. Don’t forget that you can also 
use these services’ Web-access tools to explore other 
instant-Web-page services. 

If you’re willing to spend $20 a month or even a 
bit more, Web-specific instant services offer more 


possibilities than the commercial online companies 
do. Many Web hosts provide fee-based consulting 
and site-maintenance services to help you adjust your 
pages as your needs grow. And the Web-centric site 
purveyors—such as InfoStreet and Instant Tech¬ 
nologies—often provide access to technologies like 
forms-based ordering (via Common Gateway Inter¬ 
face scripting) to help you run a more efficient—and 
more profitable—online business. 

And if you still aren’t sure whether the Web is 
where you need to be, try out one of the free site ser¬ 
vices such as Joe’s CyberPost, World Yellow Pages 
Network, or Wysiweb. Unless you’re an HTML 
whiz, your page will look fairly uninspired with 
these services. But if you include your e-mail address 
and list your site on a couple of search engines like 
Yahoo and WebCrawler, you’ll be able to see if the 
Web is working for you. 

So why aren’t you on the Web already? With so 
many quick, easy, and inexpensive options, there’s 
really no excuse. Christopher lindquist 
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WEB PAGES 


Total Solutions: Publishing and Management Tools That Do It All 


Custom Web-Page Design 

PCConiPuting 


It’s your company, so why let someone else dictate 
how your Web site looks and works? With the lat¬ 
est design and management tools you can build a 
first-class site just the way you want it. And you 
don’t have to learn an encyclopedia full of HTML 
tags to do it. 

Advanced HTML elements like tables, frames, and 
image maps set your page apart from the competi¬ 
tion’s, but these high-tech features often stump even 
hard-core HTML hackers. The latest page editors 
hide the HTML under slick drag-and-drop tools. 
Want to add an image? Just click on the filename and 
drag it into position on the page. Looking to make a 
hyperlink? Double-click and add the name of the 
appropriate Web address. When you’re building a 
large site, editing the code is just the beginning. Once 
your site includes a dozen or more pages, the real 
challenge is keeping your links in order and your 
content up to date. A seemingly small change on one 
page could create a domino-like chain of events that 
will have users fuming over missing information and 
broken links. 

Simple Site Management To handle numer¬ 
ous links and increasing content, a new crop of 
enhanced Web-site tools has emerged. More than 
just HTML editors, these applications offer 
advanced site-management features. These tools act 
like “page databases” and offer outline and graphical 
views that display your site’s underlying architec¬ 
ture, as well as how pages and files are linked. The 
best of these new site designers let you track page 
links, find missing files, and even move entire pages 
without creating a frustrating string of broken links. 



WYSIWYG Wonder: Microsoft’s cleverly designed 
FrontPage makes it easy to create and manage a Web site. 

The best of the best of these new Web-site tools is 
Microsoft’s FrontPage 1.1. (We reviewed a late beta 
version.) This intelligent tool corrects multiple miss¬ 
ing links with a single update rather than a page at a 
time, saving you hours of tedious maintenance. To 
help shorten development time, FrontPage provides 
WebBots—prebuilt components that instantly add 
features like discussion groups and forms to a Web 
site without requiring programming. FrontPage also 
offers easy-to-comprehend graphical and outline 
views of your entire site, so management chores are 
less burdensome. 

But FrontPage has one major flaw, at least for 
Continued on page 122 


USABILITY 


HIGHLIGHTS AND LOWLIGHTS OF WEB-PAGE PUBLISHING TOOLS 



familiar Windows 95 Explorer, 
FrontPage offers side-by-side 
Web-site views: Outline and Link. 



Behind the Scenes: True to its 
name, Backstage Designer Plus's 
real power lies beneath its 
sometimes confusing interface. 



Nothing but Code: Designing 
a Web page with QuickSite is a 
job that’s best suited for HTML 
programming veterans. 
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Top Web-Page Publishing Tools 


^^Produc^^ 

| Price* 

/ 


// 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

gjEg Microsoft FrontPage 
■ 1.1 (beta 2) 

Biifl [800] 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 847 

$149 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Good management 
tools: WebBots 
make it easy to add 
advanced features. 

Can't directly edit 

HTML from within 
the program. 

irirfcfc 

The easiest and most full- 
featured page-creation 
and site-management tool. 

GNN GNNpress 

[800] 819-6112 

Reader Service No. 848 

Free 

Partial 

No 

No 

Easy to use: easy to 
post files on the Web. 

Editor and browser 
display pages 
differently; limited 
site management. 

Basic management 
features, but you 
can’t beat the price. 

Macromedia Backstage 
Designer Plus [beta] 

[800] 326-2128 

Reader Service No. 844 

$79 

Yes 

No 

No 

query support; 
PowerApplets quickly 
add high-end features. 

Editor doesn't support 
table design or import 
word-processor files. 

☆☆☆☆ 

A serious contender for 
heavy-duty site 
management. 

DeltaPoint QuickSite 

[800] 446-6955 

Reader Service No. 8jo 

$80 

No 

No 

No 

Flexible object- 
oriented approach 
saves time. 

Interface is difficult for 
users who aren’t 
familiar with an 
object-oriented model. 

ickk 

A promising tool for HTML 
vets, but others might 
find it confusing. 


•kkkkk Excellent kMrkGood kkk Acceptable kkPoor k Unacceptable 


Service or Server? The Connection Question 


You have your site, so now it’s time 
to post it for the world to see. But 
do you rent space from a Web host 
or set up your own server? 

It’s usually much easier-and less 
expensive-to rent space. In general 
$20 to $50 a month will buy you 
5MB of disk storage and 500MB of 
data transmission (the data sent to 
users’ browsers when they look at 
your pages). Once you establish an 
account, you send your files via FTP 
to a directory on the host’s Web 
server. Within moments, anyone on 
the Web can see your pages. 

You don’t need your own 
Web server to get a domain name 
(such as Ziff-Davis Publishing’s 
www.zd.com). Many hosts provide 
“virtual" domains for anyone renting 
space from them. A domain name 
costs $50 from the Internet-naming 
service InterNic, and most Web hosts 
charge only a small service fee to 
request a name for you. 

But if you want complete control 
over your page content and security, 
running your own server offers 
some advantages. For example, you 
don’t need to worry about whether 


your host is doing everything 
possible to protect your valuable 
information. You also get to decide 
how your site connects to other 
applications, such as corporate 
databases or customer-service 
programs. Such connections, when 
properly done, turn a simple Web- 
based ad into a revenue-generating 
machine. You can also test and add 
new files and features more quickly 
and with fewer restrictions because 
you don’t have to go through a host’s 
Webmaster. And unlike renting from 
a host, you don’t have to share 


connection bandwidth with a host of 
other “virtual tenants.” 

But be warned: Running a server 
requires considerable financial 
and technical investments. Fast 
hardware and high-speed Internet 
connections don’t come cheap. 

You also need a well-trained, 
dedicated staff to keep the system 
up and running. 

If that sounds daunting, 
consider renting space at first. 

If it doesn’t work out, you can 
always take your pages and post 
them on your own site later. 


Best Way to the Web 

Pros Cons 

Service • Inexpensive • Dependent on quality of host 

• No responsibility for • Little control over configuration 

hardware or connections and security 

• Hosts offer technical support • Per-download charges add 

up overtime 


Server • More control over configuration ‘Expensive 

and security ‘Can be difficult to maintain 

• No need to share bandwidth • Requires dedicated staff 

• Can connect to local corporate 
databases 


• PCCOMPUT 
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WEB PAGES 


Total Solutions: Publishing and Management Tools That Do It All 


Continued from page 120 

veteran developers: You can’t edit HTML code 
from within the program. Even so, many users will 
want to avoid the code anyhow. 

Like Microsoft’s FrontPage, GNN’s GNNpress 
provides graphical and outline site overviews, though 
FrontPage’s views are less tangled and easier to 
manipulate. And GNNpress makes it simple to post a 
file to the Web by just assigning the file an address. 

Macromedia’s Backstage Designer Plus (also 
reviewed in late beta form) takes a similar tack as Front- 
Page. Like the WebBots in Microsoft’s FrontPage, 
Backstage Designer Plus’s Macromedia PowerApplets 
simplify advanced page creation. This collection of 
Shockwave multimedia applications and JavaSoft’s Java 
applets let you add features to your Web page without 
writing any HTML code. And Backstage Designer 
Plus includes tools for remote management, so you can 
update your site when you’re away from the server. 

If you’re a programmer, you’ll especially like the 
object-oriented style of DeltaPoint’s QuickSite. This 
editor makes it easy to modify your site, and it 


attempts to free you of FTIML coding by walking you 
through the design process with helpful wizards. But 
unlike the other products we tested—and Adobe’s 
upcoming PageMill and SiteMill for Windows— 
QuickSite is far from WYSIWYG. So beginners might 
first want to try one of the easier products. But anyone 
who wants to get behind the scenes and play with 
some code will find QuickSite to their liking. 

Free Trial Downloads One of the best features 
these products share is page publishers. Best of all, you 
can download free demo versions of all these page 
publishers. Check out PC Computing’s Web site at 
www.pccomputing.com for links to each. All four of 
these applications show that as the Web gets more 
complex—and more mature—site-management suites 
are replacing stand-alone HTML editors. In fact, 
HTML will soon move largely to the background 
like today’s PostScript code, rarely seen by the typical 
user. And with the help of friendly, point-and-click 
WYSIWYG interfaces, Web-page creation and site- 
management tools are now accessible to everyone. 


Hired Help: Bringing In an Expert 


Sometimes it just doesn’t pay to 
do things yourself. Creating a 
professional-quality Web site 
requires more time, technical skill, 
and artistic talent than many 
businesses have to spare. If that’s 
your situation, it’s time to turn to a 
Web designer or consultant. 

Web designers cover the artistic 
side of Web-site creation, such as 
page layout, typographic design, 
and graphics production. Some 
designers produce the HTML code 
to create the actual pages, while 
others don't. 

Web consultants, on the other 
hand, are more likely to have the 
technical skills necessary to take 
charge of your site’s complete 
development and maintenance. 
Some consultants have staff 
designers and programmers to 
create your pages. At the very least, 
a good consultant should be able to 
lead you to competent designers 
and HTML coders. 

Whichever way you go, be sure 
to take a long look at a potential 
designer’s or consultant’s online 
portfolio. And use your own 
computer and modem to view the 
sites: Pretty pages cached on a 


consultant’s laptop might look 
great in the demo, but they won’t 
tell you a thing about the site’s 
actual performance. For example, 
large graphics appear enticing, but 
they can slow page access to a 
pace guaranteed to drive away 
customers. Also consider how well 
the sample sites work. Can you 
navigate through the site 
efficiently? Are the 
graphics attractive 
and pertinent? Do 
the images load 
quickly? Is the 
site’s look 
appropriate to a 
client’s products 
and services? If so, 
take the final step: 

Contact the clients 
whose sites are in 
the portfolio, and 
ask whether the 
designer or 
consultant came in 
on time and within 
budget. 

Don’t settle for 
the first hot 
designer or 
consultant who 


catches your eye. Shop around. 
Extensive lists of designers and 
consultants are available on 
Yahoo at www.yahoo.com or at 
DesignSphere at www.dsphere.net. 
Your Web site might be the only 
thing Net-cruising potential 
customers ever see about your 
company, so it pays to do things 
right the first time. 


Questions to Ask a Pro 

• What sites have you designed or produced, 
and where can I see them? (They should 
provide more than one example, and the 
examples shouldn’t look similar. Make sure 
the sites represent the client more than the 
designer or consultant.) 

• Do you have any experience in my field? 

(It's useful for the designer or consultant to 
understand your, business so they create a 
site that’s appropriate for what you do.) 

• Will you arrange for a host to get a domain 
name and host the site? 

• How long will the whole process take? 

• How do you charge for the site design and 
production work? Hourly? On a project basis? 

• May I speak with one of your previous clients? 
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For Windows 95 and Windows NT 1 


For Windows 3. lx. Runs on Windows 95 
and Windows NT" 


Includes 

CorelWEB.GALLERY 


9 No HTML knowledge required 


Over 7,500 Internet-Ready Clipart Images! 


9 Over 7,500 Internet-ready clipart images in GIF or IPEG formats 
9 Visual file manager makes it easy to preview, organize and access 
all your images 

9 Full-color reference manual included 


Corel WEBoDESIGNEAf 


Powerful Web Page Publishing! 

9 Over 100 professionally designed templates 
9 Easily create Web pages with word processor-type features 
9 Add flair with background images, font sizes, styles and colors 
9 Includes hyperlinks and image hotspots to link your Web page 
to local pages or other Internet sites 
9 Create HTML text from most major word processor 
applications using CorelWEB.Transit 


CorelXARA™ 

Fast, Easy and Amazing Jj _ 

32-bit Graphics! KPH 


Internet Mania 

An Easy Way to Surf and Gather 


PC Connection 

1 - 800 - 800-1 673 


I V 


Hot new products for 
Internet graphics and publishing! 


M99IBC 


wmmi 


Circle 233 on reader service card. 


*US$ plus applicable taxes. 
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Final Analysis: Site-Creation Tools 


Set Your Sites on the Web 






Web-page creation tools are still in their infancy. But 
they’ll soon mature and strengthen into the hottest 
application category since the spreadsheet. Despite 
their youth, a few products are leading the way to the 
point-and-click future of Web design. 

Microsoft’s FrontPage 1.1, for example, is remark¬ 
ably advanced. Strong page-editing features and intuitive 
site management give it an early edge. FrontPage offers 
an unequaled combination of power and ease of use. 
This—plus the fact that the Windows Explorer will 
someday merge with the Internet Explorer—makes 
FrontPage not only the best bet but also the safest one. 

GNN’s GNNpress is surprisingly well equipped for 
freeware. Its site-management tools aren’t as sophisti¬ 
cated as the others, but it covers the basics. When used 
with GNN’s Web-hosting service, GNNpress supports 
extra features like database connections. Still, it has some 
weaknesses, including an editor that forces you to man¬ 
ually create tables in HTML. 

The beta version of Macromedia’s Backstage 
Designer Plus that we tested was rough, both in its 


editor (which didn’t support tables) and in its 
Explorer, which isn’t as intuitive as Microsoft’s. 
Even so, many will find Backstage Designer Plus 
useful in its ability to create database front ends. 

Although DeltaPoint’s QuickSite is extremely flex¬ 
ible, it’s too complex for novices. Programmers will 
like the product’s object-oriented approach, but begin¬ 
ners will find it confusing—particularly when com¬ 
pared with its easy-to-understand WYSIWYG cousins 
like FrontPage and Backstage Designer Plus. 

You can be sure many other players will jump 
into this exploding market. For example, Adobe is 
slated to release the Windows 95 versions of its pop¬ 
ular PageMill and SiteMill tools this fall. Other even 
more powerful products are just around the corner, 
too. But if you’re ready to stake a claim on the Web 
today, consider Microsoft’s FrontPage the top 
choice for easing the process. 


Daniel Will-Harris is a freelance writer and 
graphic designer. 
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ur new Smart-UPS 
sures the web hits you 
ant... and prevents 
lose you don’t 
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Whether you’re using the Web to 
support, or to surf, once you mak 


Our award-winning PowerChute® plus software 
is available for major web platforms, including 
Windows™ NT and Solaris .” PowerChute plus 
provides automatic notification of power problems 
and safe shutdown of applications whether you're 
there or not Plus, FlexEvents™ provides custom 


CD 


ere when they need you for product info, and safe shutdown of applications wl 

il supporter sales. there or not Plus, FlexEvents™ prov 

g your server go down due to a power hit notification (email, paging) and mors 
inging a “Come Back Later” sign on your With Smart-UPS you get SmartBc 

rant door. Some customers will come voltage regulation, CellGuard™ intell 


voltage regulation, CellGuard™ intelligent 
“ management (for n 
battery life), hot-sw 
user-replaceable ba 
and SmartSlot™ c 



Upgrade Now! APC's Trade-UPS" Plan 
boosts Web server power protection 

H Now you can easily trade in your old UPS for enhanced APC protection. Plus , discover the myths and musts of web 
server protection. See how Smart-UPS® seamlessly integrates with and provides graceful shutdown for major web 
platforms, including Windows NT and Solaris. Get your FREE handbook or demo disk today! 



-788-2797 fax / Worldwide: (+1)401-789-5735 / 
800-347-FAXX PowerFax Literature 
132 Fairgrounds Rd., W. Kingston RI02892 USA 































Final Analysis: Site-Creation Tools 


Set Your Sites on the Web 


Web-page creation tools are still in their infancy. But 
they’ll soon mature and strengthen into the hottest 
application category since the spreadsheet. Despite 
their youth, a few products are leading the way to the 
point-and-click future of Web design. 

Microsoft’s FrontPage 1.1, for example, is remark¬ 
ably advanced. Strong page-editing features and intuitive 
site management give it an early edge. FrontPage offers 
an unequaled combination of power and ease of use. 
This—plus the fact that the Windows Explorer will 
someday merge with the Internet Explorer—makes 
FrontPage not only the best bet but also the safest one. 

GNN’s GNNpress is surprisingly well equipped for 
freeware. Its site-management tools aren’t as sophisti¬ 
cated as the others, but it covers the basics. When used 
with GNN’s Web-hosting service, GNNpress supports 
extra features like database connections. Still, it has some 
weaknesses, including an editor that forces you to man¬ 
ually create tables in HTML. 

The beta version of Macromedia’s Backstage 
Designer Plus that we tested was rough, both in its 


editor (which didn’t support tables) and in its 
Explorer, which isn’t as intuitive as Microsoft’s. 
Even so, many will find Backstage Designer Plus 
useful in its ability to create database front ends. 

Although DeltaPoint’s QuickSite is extremely flex¬ 
ible, it’s too complex for novices. Programmers will 
like the product’s object-oriented approach, but begin¬ 
ners will find it confusing—particularly when com¬ 
pared with its easy-to-understand WYSIWYG cousins 
like FrontPage and Backstage Designer Plus. 

You can be sure many other players will jump 
into this exploding market. For example, Adobe is 
slated to release the Windows 95 versions of its pop¬ 
ular PageMill and SiteMill tools this fall. Other even 
more powerful products are just around the corner, 
too. But if you’re ready to stake a claim on the Web 
today, consider Microsoft’s FrontPage the top 
choice for easing the process. 


Daniel Will-Harris is , 
graphic designer. 
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’('provides the most complete, 
liable and controllable 
ig UPS in our review.” 


Smart-UPS 

1000XL 


FREE 

DEMO DISK! 

call or download from 
our NEW PowerPage" 
http://www.apcc.com 
Click on “Free Stuff’ 


800-800-4APC 


)ur new Smart-UPS 
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|r Whether you’re using the Web to sell, to 
) support, or to surf, once you make the 
3 investment in a homepage you've made a 
■ramitment to your customers. A commitment 
be there when they need you for product info, 
thnical support, or sales. 


Our award-winning PowerChute® plus software 
is available for major web platforms, including 
Windows” NT and Solaris.“ PowerChute plus 
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Business Savvy. 



Whether your business relies on basic spreadsheets or the most advanced 
multimedia applications, ViewSonic® has the perfect Graphics Series monitor 
for YOU! In fact, our Graphics Series offers NINE different monitors, ranging 
from 15" through 21" (various viewables) for both PC and Mac® systems. 
Each provide the unique combination of performance, features, value and 
screen size to meet your specific needs. 

Graphics Series Monitors 

These are not ordinary monitors. Absolutely not! Our Graphics Series monitors 
deliver sharp, crisp images with quality and features you’d expect to find only 
in more expensive models. Features like OnView® controls for easy on-screen 
adjustments, ViewMatch® to match screen color to printer output, and overscan 
capabilities which provides use of the entire screen. And Ttug & tP/ai/ +■ 
for easy installation with Windows® 95. 

For multimedia, personnel training and internet applications, the Graphics 
Series PerfectSound™ 15GA and 17GA multimedia monitors are the ideal 
choice. With high fidelity speakers integrated into the bezel for directed stereo 
sound, a built-in microphone*, headphone jack, as well as mute and volume 
controls, these award-winning monitors offer a unique experience in sight 
and sound. 



The ultimate in high performance monitors, the ViewSonic GT770 and GT800 
blend aperture grille mask technology and the vertically flat SonicTron'" 
screen to produce the sharpest, most brilliant colors from center to corner. 
The high contrast images are the richest and brightest available today. 
ViewSonic is the price/performance leader in the monitor industry. Our monitors 
meet or exceed the latest environmental and safety standards, including the strict 
TCO certification, and are backed by a limited 3-year warranty on CRT, parts 
and labor... the best in the business. Plus your company can take advantage of 
our special 48-hour Express Exchange" Service option. 

At ViewSonic, we make more than just good 
business monitors. We make good business sense. 



ViewSonic® 


Phone: (800) 888-8583 or (909) 869-7976; Agent Code 6646 
Internet: http://www.viewsonic.com 

bject to change without notice. Corporate names and trademarks are the property of their 
respective companies. © ViewSonic Corporation 1996 
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THE OFFICE 


Without leaving it behind. 




These days your office can be anywhere you do 
business. Whether you’re downtown or in your dining 
room, you need to stay in touch. That's why Fujitsu 
Microelectronics offers a complete family of integrated, 
world-class PC Cards, to give you immediate access 
to vital information while in the office or on the road. 

Our ultraportable PC Cards offer a wide range 
of capabilities including multimedia, LAN, and high¬ 
speed communications. With Fujitsu, you get instant 
compatibility with virtually all of today’s PCMCIA 
standard computing platforms in addition to multi¬ 
function capability and interoperability, 
yy Plus, our intuitive Microsoft* Windows- 
based installation software automatically 


sets up and configures your PC, which means 
fewer headaches and hassles. With Plug and Play 
features like hot insertion and 
removal, there’s no need to reboot 
your system when swapping 
cards. You even get the ease and 
comfort of our extensive customer 
support services that ensure customer satisfaction 
and help you get the most from your investment. 

So, if today’s virtual office is leaving you feeling 
a little detached, call 
Fujitsu Microelectronics 
at 1-800-642-7616 and 
we’ll get you connected. 

Circle 207 on reader service card. 
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Web Tools: Access Control and Audio/Video 
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200 Killer Web Tools 

Get ready: It’s time to build that world-beating Web site of your dreams. And 
we have the tools to help you do it right. PC Computing’s staff looked long 
and hard to find the best Web-page development products, from servers to 
site managers to HTML editors. Now you get to benefit from all that effort. Our 
favorites receive our best of the Internet award, but the others have plenty of 
value to offer, too. Look for links to all of these top tools on PC Computing's 
Web site at www.pccomputing.com. Then make yourself a site. 






Access Control 

| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Microsystems Software 

Cyber Patrol 

(800) 489-2001 

Reader Service No. 8ji 

$50 

Easy to customize; 
LAN-based 
versions available. 

Might accidentally 
block some sites 
that aren’t 
questionable. 

|^| Inexpensive 

and user-friendly. 

Webster Network Strategies 
WebTrack 

(800) 967-0066 

Reader Service No. 852 

$495 to 
$11,995 

Powerful and 
flexible business- 
oriented blocking 

Runs only on Unix 
servers. 

^j| A great 

tool to control 
employee surfing. 

More Cool Tools 

J.D.K. Software Internet Filter/ 

jeffk@awinc.com / $40 direct / 
Reader Service No. 853 

Netscape Communications Proxy Spyglass SurfWatch / 

Server / (415) 937-3777 /$995 direct/ (800) 458-6600 / $50 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 834 Reader Service No. 8f6 

Solid Oak Software Cybersitter/ Trove Investment Net Nanny/ 

(800)388-2761 /$40direct/ (800) 340-7177/$40 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 8ff Reader Service No. 8; 7 

Audio/Video 

| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Progressive Networks 
RealAudio Server 

(800)230-5975 

Reader Service No. 838 

$495 

Sends live or 
recorded sound 
directly over the 
Web. 

If you want this 
audio, you have 
to be willing to pay 
for it. 

^ A great 

way to add any 
kind of sound to 
your site. 

Voxware ToolVox Encoder 

(609)497-1212 

Reader Service No. 8yy 

Free 

Compresses voice 
files (WAVor AIFF) 

No phone-based 
technical support. 

Cheap, easy 
sound for the Web. 


special server 
required. 


More Cool Tools EnhancedCu-SeeMe2oi/ 

www.wpme.com / $69 direct / 

Ember Software Wanvas / Reader Service No. 861 

(509) 946-6342 (fax) /$10 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 860 

fi PC Computing Best 


Open2u ActionStudio / 

www.open2u.com/action / $250 direct / 
Reader Service No. 862 



Simple Sound: Add streaming 
audio to your Web pages 
without even trying with 
ToolVox Encoder. 



Not Just Browsing: Netscape’s 
Navigator Gold browser lets you 
edit pages without exposing 
you to raw HTML code. 



Pages in an Instant: Create a 
home page instantly using the 
templates in Forman’s 
Interactive Internet Creator. 
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Up to 133 MHz 
Pentium' processor, 
hard drives up tol GB. 


Programmable beys proyide’ 
one-touch access to mobile 
applications. 


Detachable 
lithium ion 
battery 

handle 

keyboard 

tilt. 


Choice of SVGA 
displaysjrom 

11.3" CSTN 
to 11.8" CTFT. 


I want a notebook that’s as flexible as I am. I want it to be full function with a long-lasting battery. 



pentium® 
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I Web Tools: Authoring and Browser Plug-ins 


Cons 


Verdict 


Microsoft FrontPage 1.1 

(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 847 


Good management Can't directly edit Qj| The easiest, 

tools; WebBots HTML from within most full-featured 

make it easy to add the program. page-creation and 

advanced features. site-management 

tool around. 


Netscape Navigator Gold 2.0 $79 

(415)937-3777 

Reader Service No. 863 


Common-sei 


Not as feature-rich 


Browse the Web 
or build your own 
pages with this top- 
notch combo tool. 



Shock Your System: Add great 
sound, clever animation, and 
interactivity to your site with 
Macromedia’s Shockwave. 


More Cool Tools 

Corel Web.Designer/ 

(800) 772-6735 / $99 d irect / 

Reader Service No. 864 
DeltaPoint QuickSite / 

(800) 446-6955 / $80 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 830 
Forman Interactive Internet Creator 
3.0 / (800) 299-9638 / $189 direct / 
Reader Service No. 863 


FutureTense Texture / 

(508) 263-5480 / $495 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 866 
GNN GNNpress / (800) 819-6112/ 
free / Reader Service No. 848 
LinkStarSite Launcher/ 

(954) 426-5465/free/ 

Reader Service No. 867 


Macromedia Backstage Designer 
Plus (beta)/(800)326-2128/ 

$79 direct/ Reader Service No. 844 
Next Software WebObjects / 

(800) 879-6398/free/ 

Reader Service No. 868 
ParcPIace-Digitalk VisualWave / 
(800) 759-7272 / $4,995 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 869 



Price 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Macromedia Shockwave 

(800)326-2128 

Reader Service No. 870 

Free 

Adds animation 
and sound; 
supported by most 
browsers. 

Slow load times. 

The best 

all-in-one multimedia 
plug-in. 

Progressive Networks 
RealAudio 

(800)230-5975 

Reader Service No. 871 

Free 

Supports playback 
of live and 
prerecorded 
sound over the Web. 

The slower your 
connection, the 
worse your sound. 

A quick way 
to add some noise to 
a silent site. 


More Cool Tools 

Adobe Acrobat Amber / 

(800) 272-3623/free/ 

Reader Service No. 872 
The Brainstorm Company 
Webmaster 3.0/ 

(213) 969-2455/$9 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 873 
Doesn't Byte Software Esig95 / 
dbs@micron.net/$8 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 874 
DOSNet/users.com/jorman/free / 
Reader Service No. 87s 
Dr. Jack's HTMLview / 
registration@drjack.com / $10 direct / 
Reader Service No. 876 
Indexer / spider.compart.fi/ 
-anders/free/ 

Reader Service No. 877 
Integrated Internet FTP/ 
iiftp@aquila.com / $25 direct / 
Reader Service No. 878 


InterVu MPEG Player/ 

into@intervu.com / free / 
Reader Service No. 879 
Jasc Media Center/ 

(800) 622-2793 / $39 direct / 
Reader Service No. 880 


MWolf@T-Online.de/$20 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 881 

Off-Site Labs Cache Master/ 

osl@neosoftcom/$20 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 882 

0pen2u Action/ 

www.open2u.com/action / $25 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 883 
Qian Shareware Animator/ 
markqian@aimnet.com / free / 
Reader Service No. 884 
Sirsi Vizion / (205) 922-9825 / free / 
Reader Service No. 883 
Software Publishing ASAP 
WebShow/ (800) 336-8360 / 
free / Reader Service No. 886 


Totally Hip Software Sizzler (beta) 

(604) 685-6525/free/ 

Reader Service No. 887 
Troy Rollo TwinSock 2.0 / 
troy@cbme.unsw.edu.au / free/ 
Reader Service No. 888 
Vector Development Dunce 
Dial-Up Networking Connection 
Enhancement / (913) 271 -2175 / 
free! Reader Service No. 889 
Visual Components Formula 
One/Net / (800) 884-8665 / free / 
Reader Service No. 890 
WebServerSearch/ 

(330) 263-4320 / $60 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 891 
Wintronix Keep Goin’ / 

(801) 532-4865/$9 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 892 
WSTBai951.2 / jdzg@infinet.com / 
$10 direct/Reader Service No. 893 


* 


PC Computing Best 


RealAudio Player:12newPf®f31 



Did You Hear That? With 
Progressive Networks’ RealAudio 
you can listen to live and 
prerecorded audio broadcasts. 



More to See: Adobe’s Acrobat 
Amber turns graphically rich 
documents into knock-’em- 
dead Web pages. 



Convert the Masses: Get your 
graphic images into Web-site 
shape with Alchemy Mindworks’ 
Graphic Workshop. 
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Can run internal 
diskette drive 
simultaneously 


I want to use a CD-ROM with full-motion video. I want 3 batteries with up to 10 hours of life. 
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Web Tools: CGI/Scripting, File Converters, and Graphics 


CGI/Scripting 

| Price 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

CGIHTML 

eekim@fas.harvard.edu 

Reader Service No. 894 

Free 

Describes a set of 
Croutines for 
creating Common 
Gateway Interface 
programs; includes 
tutorial and samples. 

Only C programmers 
need apply. 

^ Build your own 

CGI apps from 
scratch. 

CGI.pm 

lstein@genome.wi.mit.edu / 
Reader Service No. 89; 

Free 

Uses objects to 
create Web fill-out 
forms on the fly 
and to parse their 
contents. 

You've got to love 
programming 
languages to use 
this one. 

A powerful if 
complicated CGI- 
forms package. 

More Cool Tools 

BIPED / dunlop@eol.ists.ca /free / 
Reader Service No. 896 

CGlWrap / nneul@umr.edu / 

$10 to $40 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 897 

Digital Clock /sammart@direct.ca/ 
$5 direct / Reader Service No. 898 

Endless Visions WebCount 2.0 / O’Reilly & Associates Cgi32.bas / 

joshua@ni.net / $15 direct / [800] 998-9938/free/ 

Reader Service No. 899 Reader Service No. 472 

Hip Communications Perl for O’ Reilly & Associates NT Peri / 

Win32 / [604] 606-4600 / free / [800] 998-9938 / free / 

Reader Service No. 450 Reader Service No. 473 

Hip Communications Web Kit / O’Reilly & Associates Perl CGI 

[604] 606-4600/free/ Library/[800] 998-9938/free/ 

Reader Service No. 4S1 Reader Service No. 474 

File Converters 

| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Alchemy Mindworks 

Graphic Workshop 

[800] 263-1138 

Reader Service No. 47s 

$40 

Converts almost 
any graphic format 
to another graphic 
format. 

Some graphic 
formats will not 
convert, including 
CorelDraw 6.0. 

A superior 
graphics file 
converter. 

InfoAccess HTML Transit 

[800] 344-9737 

Reader Service No. 476 

$495 

Automatically 
converts your 
existing documents 
into HTML format. 

Doesn't work 
equally well on all 
table conversions. 

Give new 

Web life to your 
piles of old files. 

More Cool Tools 

Advantage HTML Processor/ 

joe@vantage.demon.co.uk/ 

$20 direct/Reader Service No. 457 
DBF to HTML/ andyhosk@aol.com / 
$20 direct/ Reader Service N0.4; 8 

ForeFront ForeHTML / 

[800] 357-8507 / $169 direct / 

Reader Service No. 479 

Microsoft HTML Driver/ Quarterdeck HiJaak 95 / 

[800] 426-9400 / free / [800] 683-6696 / $50 direct / 

Reader Service No. 460 Reader Service No. 463 

MMedia Research LView Pro 1 .D / SkiSoft Web Publisher Professional / 

[954] 458-9077 / $30 direct / [800] 662-3622 / $990 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 461 Reader Service No. 464 

QuadralayWebWorks Publisher/ Wayne Software HTMStrip/ 

(512] 719-3399 / $895 direct/ bguthrie@nmaa.org /free / 

Reader Service No. 462 Reader Service No. 463 

Graphics 

| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Color Machine 

elizabeth.hamilton@uc.edu 
Reader Service No. 466 

Free 

Makes adding 
color to you rHTML- 
page backgrounds 
child's play. 

No documentation 
or online help. 

ti Quick and 
colorful pizzazz 
foryourWeb site. 

Group 42 Weblmage 

[800] 520-0042 

Reader Service No. 467 

$40 

Creates image 
maps and edits 

GIF, JPG, and the 

Not a one. 

^ A must-have 
tool for any 

Webmaster. 


new PNG format. 


H PC Computing Best 



Fast Transit: InfoAccess’s 
HTML Transit takes your old 
documents and converts them 
into Web-ready form. 



Watch This: Get a fresh look at 
your graphic files with MMedia 
Research’s LView Pro file 
converter. 



Colorful Performer: Want a 
custom color for that page 
background? Color Machine 
mixes hues for you. 



On the Map: Creating classy 
and functional image maps is 
easy with Group 42’s Weblmage. 
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I travel light, real light. I don’t need a floppy. And I want it all at around 5 lbs. 



pentium® 


COMPAQ 


































Web Tools: HTML Editors and Java 


More Cool Tools 

Boutell.Com Mapedit/ 

boutell@boutell.com /$25 direct/ 
ReaderService No. 468 
Corel Web.Galleiy / (800) 772-6735 / 
$69 direct/Reader Service No. 469 
DigitalStyle WebSuite Standard 
Edition / (800) 541-1175/ $299 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 470 
Game Tool Technologies Colorwiz / 
info@gttweb.com / $10 direct / 

Reader Service No. 471 


IntelliTech Systems BIC Wiz / 

intellitec@aol.com /free / 
Reader Service No. 472 
MapThis/tc@galadriel.ecaetc 
.ohio-state.edu / free / 

Reader Service No. 473 


NetCarta CyberPilot Pro / 

(408) 461 -8920 / $35 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 473 


Net-Scene PointPlus/ 

(210) 366-8878 /$299 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 476 
Search/thivierl@canuck.com / 
free / Reader Service No. 477 

Totally Hip Software WebPainter / 

(604) 685-6525/$50 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 478 

Vector Development Color Picker 
for HTML/ (913) 271 -2175 / free / 
Reader Service No. 480 


HTML Editors 


Cons 


Anawave HotDog $80 Powerful editor. Currently not a 

Professional 2.0 great online help. 32-bit application. 

[800)711-6030 

ReaderService No. 481 


SoftQuad HoTMetaL Free Offers massive Some image 

[416) 239-4801 design control, truncation may 

Reader Service No. 482 file importing, occur in certain 

and an excellent situations. 
HTML tutorial. 


Verdict 

^j| The leader of the 

HTML-editing pack. 


Tons of tools and 
powerful features 


More Cool Tools 

DerekWare HTML Author / 

derek@shell.masterpiece.com / free / 
Reader Service No. 483 
DS Products QRead for Windows 
95 2.0/(800)242-4775/ 

$23 direct / ReaderService No. 484 
EdWin 2.0 / (803) 699-6395 / 

$35 direct /Reader Service No. 483 
Eon Solutions EasyHelp/Web / 
eon@cix.compulink.co.uk/ 

$140 direct / Reader Service No. 486 
FLFSoft HTML Builder 1.1/ 

(713) 524-6394/$30 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 487 
GT Technologies Quadrature 1.4/ 
(800) 306-0036/$35 direct/ 
ReaderService No. 488 


Gulf Coast Software WinHTML / 

(800) 928-8679/$25 to $49 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 489 


Quarterdeck WebAuthor 2.0 / 

(800) 354-3222/$50 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 49s 


HTMLAssistant Pro for Windows/ 

(800) 349-1422/free/ 

Reader Service No. 490 


ReVoL Web Worker 1.2a/ 

jon@junk.demon.co.uk/$19 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 496 


InContext Spider 1.1/ Stoopid Software Gomer HTML 

(800) 263-0127 / $99 direct / Editor 1.5 (beta) / gomer@clever.net / 

Reader Service No. 491 $15 direct / Reader Service No. 497 


Informatik WebPen / (610) 640-03: 
$19 direct/ Reader Service No. 492 
Internet Software Technologies 
HTMLed32 / (506) 364-2540 / 

$29 direct/ReaderService No. 493 


WebEd Suite for Windows / 

kread@ozemail.com.au /free / 
Reader Service No. 498 
WebEdit 2.0 / www.nesbitt.com / 
$80 direct / Reader Service No. 499 


Q&D Software Development Web Media Publisher Pro R6 / 

WebMania Pro 1.5a / (201) 635-1824 / software@wbmedia.com / $30 direct / 

$50 direct /Reader Service No. 494 Reader Service No. 300 



HTML Hound: Anawave’s 
HotDog Professional contains all 
the tools that hard-core HTML 
programmers need. 



Code with Class: Gulf Coast 
Software’s WinHTML supports all 
the latest HTML features, 
including forms and tables. 



Web Wiz: The HTML wizard in 
Internet Software Technologies’ 
HTMLed32 makes it easy to 
begin building Web pages. 


Java 


Price* Pros 


Applicom Software Industries $39 You don’t have to 
RadJa knowJava-just 

info@radja.com point and click. 

ReaderService No. 360 


JavaSoft Java Developers Free Latest version has 
Kit 1.0.2 a basic debugger; 


Reader Service No. 361 


lots of examples 
included. 


Cons Verdict 

You're limited to A terrific 

whatever RadJa graphical Java 

knows how to create; performer, 
difficult to set up. 


Debugger is fM The 

command-line only; original Java 
Unix developers will compiler, 

feel more at home 
than anyone else. 


til PC Computing Best 



Java Lite: Applicom’s RadJa 
lets you build Java applets 
without having to know a single 
line of Java code. 
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Just Connect 

Software creates 
i point-and-click 
virtual office. 


The Compaq 
PremierSound audio 
system. 16-bit 
stereo sound in 
any configuration . 


I want sound. Big, big sound. I want a full duplex speakerphone so they can hear me in Texas. 
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Web Tools: Miscellaneous Internet and Site Management 


More Cool Tools 

Anawave Egor / (800) 711-6030 / 
$80 direct /Reader Service No. 362 
Dimension X Liquid Motion / 

(888) 369-5282 / $149 direct / 
Reader Service No. 363 
HORB / hirano@etl.go.jp / free / 
Reader Service No. 364 


InfoSpace WebCharts 1.0 / 

(888) 463-6772 /$10 direct / 

Reader Service No. 363 

JavaMaker/ 

hcchoi@saitgw.saitsamsung.co.kr/ 
free / Reader Service No. 366 

ModelWorks Software JPad Pro 

1.0/ cmurphy@modelworks.com / 
$29 direct Reader Service No. 367 
Open Solutions CafeBabe32 2.0 / 
OpenSollnc@aol.com / $25 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 368 


SunSoft Java Workshop 1.0/ 

(800) 786-7638/$295 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 369 
Symantec Cafe / (800) 441 -7234 / 
$130 direct/ Reader Service No. {70 
Symantec Just-in-Tlme / 

(800) 441-7234/free/ 

Reader Service No. 371 


Corel InternetMania 

(800) 772-6735 

Reader Service No. 372 


$19 Utility pack includes You probably won't 
CorelFTP, Personal need all the 
Web Server, Home features-but for $19 
Page Author, Lycos who cares? 

Web Search, Web 
Catalog, NewsScan, 
and QuoteScan. 


Verdict 

An eclectic 
and useful mix 
of tools for any 
Web-tech lover. 


Q&D Software Development 
WebForms 2.1 

(201)635-1824 

Reader Service No. $73 


$22 to Create extensive 

$35 HTML forms 

with text, list 
boxes, and more. 


Standard version 
doesn’t directly 
import from POP3 
mail servers. 


A fast way to get 
useful information 
out of your users. 


More Cool Tools 

Berkeley Systems Web.Max / 

(800)344-5541 /$40 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 374 
Brooke Hedrick WebDigger 1.0 / 
brookeh6@aol.com / free / 

Reader Service No. 373 
Corel Web.Data / (415) 772-6735 / 
$99 direct / Reader Service No. 376 
Excite for Web Servers / 

(415) 943-1200/free/ 

Reader Service No. 377 


InContext WebAnalyzer 1.0/ 

(800) 263-0127 / $149 direct / 
Reader Service No. 378 


O’Reilly&Associates PolyForm / 

(800) 998-9938 / $99 direct / 

Reader Service No. 382 


Lotus InterNotes Web Publisher 2.0 O’Reilly & Associates WebBoard / 

(800) 346-1305 /$2,995 direct/ (800) 998-9938 /$99 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 379 Reader Service No. 383 


Netscape LiveWire Pro / 

(415) 937-3777 / $699 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 380 
NetScheme Software InterMart 
Toolkit / (508) 480-0877 /$695 direct / 
Reader Service No. 381 


Sybase web.sql / (800) 792-2731 / 
$695 direct / Reader Service No. 384 
Verity Topic Search for MIIS / 

(415) 960-7600/free/ 

Reader Service No. 383 


I Site Management 

| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

CyberSpyder Link Test 

thaman@magi.com 

Reader Service No. 386 

$25 

Helps system 
administrators test 
and verify HTML 
links. 

Currently supports 
only HTTP URLs. 

A great way to 
make sure eveiy link 
on your site still exists. 

Informatik WebParse 

(610)640-0339 

Reader Service No. 387 

$19 

Scan through e-mail 
files for important 
data from Web- 
response forms. 

Incompatible with 
some text formats. 

fa An inexpensive 

yet automated way 
to collect data from 
your site users. 


More Cool Tools 

AB Software HTML Check / 

(617) 762-8617 / free/ 

Reader Service No. 388 


Ipswitch What’sUp / 

(617) 676-5700 / $145 direct / 
Reader Service No. 389 


Woodruff Software Systems 
WinFossil 1.11/(206)888-2404/ 
$15 direct / Reader Service No. 390 


ft PC Computing Best 


© 

Spas . ; 


HistoiyEtement id-11 

MozillaAppletContext #fr«nes-l #urwges*0 
EjnhfddedAppletFrarne id=25454272 dxurr 
codebaseURL^fik :/C%7C^avaAJeRioCkick 



Rachel Gollub 
rmB.0hfinn.sun.com 


No Decaf Here: JavaSoft’s 


Java Developers Kit has 
everything you need to create 
Java applets. 



Maintaining Top Form: 

Q&D Software Development’s 
WebForms helps you build 
impressive Web-based forms. 



Getting to the Good Stuff: 

Convert your database 
information into Web-publishable 
form with Corel’s Web.Data. 



Spyder Web: Check all your 
links and automatically find 
any broken threads with 
CyberSpyder’s Link Test. 
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What more can I say? I just want it to be cool. Real functional. Introducing the Compaq Armada 4100. Life should be 
so flexible. For more information, call 1-800-853-9521. Or visit our site at www.compaq.com. 
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Has It Changed Your Life Yet? 
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Web Tools: Statistics, VRML, Browsers, and Servers 


I Statistics 

Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

e.g. Software WebTrends 

(503] 294-7025 

Reader Service No. 391 

$299 

Great collection of 
tools; affordable 

Not as robust as 
Interse’s Market 

Focus 2. 

Tells you 
everything that's 
happening on your 

Interse Market Focus 2 

(408]732-0932 

Reader Service No. $92 

$695 to 
$3,495 

Extensive set of 
data-collection 

Expensive and 
complex. 

A serious tool 
for intense Web-site 
data collection and 
analysis. 

More Cool Tools 

Brooke Hedrick DStats 1.5/ 

brookeh6@aol.com / $25 direct / 
Reader Service No. 393 

Huntana WebStat Explorer/ 

webmaster@huntana.eom / 

$45 daecU Reader SetviceNo. 394 

Huntana WebStat Graphic / Jumbo GraphicTrak / 

webmaster@huntana.com / $50 direct webmaster@jumbo.com / free / 

($30 with WebStat Explorer] / Reader Service No. 797 

Reader Service No. 343 O'Reilly 8, Associates VBStats/ 

Huntana WebStat Plus / (800] 998-9938 / free / 

webmaster@huntana.com / ReaderServiceNo.398 

freeto WebStat users / SingleStat2.11 forWebSite/ 

Reader Service No. 346 derek@connectnet.net.au/free/ 

Reader Service No. 599 

I VRML 

Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Caligari Pioneer 

(800] 351-7620 

Reader Service No. 600 

$99 

You can create 
almost any shape 
foryourWeb site. 

Difficult for novices. 

Take the time 
to learn it, and you'll 
be on your way to 
building 3-D images. 

Microsoft ActiveVRML 

(800] 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 611 

Free 

Lets you easily 
cruise through 

2-D and 3-D 
worlds. 

Works only with 
Microsoft’s 

Internet Explorer. 

1^1 If you like the 

Web, you’ll love 
ActiveVRML's 2-D 
and 3-D scenes. 

Netscape Live3D 

(415] 937-3777 

Reader Service No. 612 


Included in 

Navigator 3.0. 

RICE. 

Navigation interface 
takes some time 

f^| Tumsyour 

browser into a 
virtual-world 
cruising tool. 

More Cool Tools 

Chaco Communications VR Scout 

1.3 / (408] 996-1115 / $29 direct / 
Readier Service No. 613 

IDS VRealm Builder 1.0/ 

(912] 236-4374/$499 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 614 

Paragraph Int’l Virtual Home Space SuperScape Viscape / 

Builder 1.0 / (800] 810-0055 / (415] 812-9380 /free / 

$50 direct / Reader Service No. 615 Reader Service No. 700 

Senses World Up/ (415] 331 -6318 / Virtus WalkThrough Pro 2.5 / 

$3,500 direct /Reader Service No. 616 (800] 847-8871 / $400 direct / 

Sony Pictures Imageworks Reader Service No. 701 

CyberPassage / (800] 222-7669 / VRML Express 1.0 for Windows 95/ 

free /Reader Service No. 617 NT/cmurphy@modelworks.com / 

$29 direct / Reader Service No. 702 

1 Browsers 

Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Microsoft Internet 

Explorer 3.0 

(800] 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 703 


Easy interface; 
looks and works like 
other Windows 95 
apps. 

Still doesn't support 
all the technology 
in Netscape’s 
Navigator. 

It does almost 
everything, Microsoft 
supports it, and 
it’s free. 

Netscape Navigator 3.0 

(415] 937-3777 

Reader Service No. 717 

$49 

You can be sure 
that all cutting- 
edge technology 
will be compatible. 

Microsoft has it 
beat on price and 
usability. 

If you want the 
browser used by more 
people than any other, 



ril 
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It’s in the Mail: Informatik’s 
WebParse lets you pull useful 
information out of e-mail 
messages sent to your site. 


User Profile by Regions 



What’s Going On? Keep tabs 
on everything happening on 
your site with the statistics tools 
in e.g. Software’s WebTrends. 



VRML Veteran: Caligari’s 
Pioneer lets you construct 
your own 3-D worlds to 
publish on the Web. 



Get Active: Create and view 
interactive 2-D and 3-D 
environments with Microsoft’s 
ActiveVRML developer’s kit. 
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More Cool Tools 

Attachmate Emissary 1.1/ 

(800)426-6283/$99 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 718 


NCSA Mosaic 2.1.1/ 

mosaic-w@ncsa.uiuc.edu /free / 
Reader Service No. 729 

Quarterdeck Internet Suite 2.0 / 

(800) 683-6696 / $40 direct / 
Reader Service No. 7 30 


Spry Internet in a Box / 

(800) 777-9638/$40 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 743 

Symantec Cybeijack 7.0.3 / 

(800) 441 -7234 / $49 direct / 
Reader Service No. 744 


1 Servers 

[| Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Microsoft Internet 
Information Server 

(800)426-9400 

Reader Service No. 766 

Free 

Price is right-free 
with NT Server. 

Requires $999 NT 
Server (competing 
appscanrun on the 
less-costly NT 
Workstation); lacks 
proxy support. 

Speedy 

performance plus 
strong NT security 
integration and 

ODBC support. 

O'Reilly & Associates 
WebSite Professional 

(800)998-9938 

Reader Service No. 767 

$350 

Inexpensive, 
feature packed, 
easytouse- 
and it runs under 
Windows 95. 

Pricing isn't as 
attractive since 
Microsoft started 
giving away its 
Internet information 
Server. 

b An easy, 

low-cost way 
foranyone to 
start a Web site. 



Hummingbird Communications 
Columbus / (416) 496-2200 / 

$245 direct / Reader Service No. 680 


OS T echnologies WebNotes / 

(508) 433-0200 / $1,995 direct / 
Reader Service No. 343 


sales@csm.co.at /$99 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 802 


Apache-SSL 1.05/ 

apache@apache.org / free 
(noncommercial); $495 (commercial), 
c! 1 reel / Reader Service No. 803 

Arcane Software Vermillion FTP 
Daemon 1.08 / mbk@jhu.edu / 

$30 direct / Reader Service No. 804 

Beyond Software 

EnterpriseWeb/VM/ (408)496-1920/ 
$6,500 to $55,000 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 803 
Cat Soft Serv-U 2.0b/ 
RB5@acpub.duke.edu /$25 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 827 
□enicomp Systems Winsock RSHD / 
71612.2333@compuserve.com / 

$35 direct/Reader Service No. 828 
European Microsoft Windows NT 
Academic Center (EMWAC) HTTP 
ServervO.991 /emwac@ed.ac.uk/ 
free /Reader Service No. 829 
Firefox Internet Document Server/ 
(800) 230-6090 / $995 direct / 

Reader Service No. 830 
Frontier Technologies SuperWeb 
Server for Windows NT / 

(800) 929-3054/$795 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 831 
FTP Software Esplanade / 

(800) 286-7369, ext. 75/$289 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 832 
GNN GNNserver/(800) 879-6882 / 
free! Reader Service No. 679 


IBM Internet Connection Server for 

M VS / (800) 426-2255 / $2,350 to 
$10,560 direct / Reader Service No. 681 

ILAR Concepts FolkWeb Server/ 

support@ilar.com/$120 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 682 
InfoExpress Virtual TCP Online / 

(415) 969-9609 / $89 per client direct/ 
Reader Service No. 683 
I nfovav Spinner/alla@infovav.se / 
free Reader Service No. 684 
Innovative Desktop ExpressO 
Internet Server/ (800) 730-7213 / 

$125 (nonprofit); $195 (commercial), 
direct / Reader Service No. 339 
JSB Intranet Jazz Server/ 

(800) 572-8649 /$295 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 3 40 
Mustang Software Wildcat 5 for 
Windows95 and NT/ 

(800) 999-9619 /$349 for 16 users, 
direct/Reader Service No. 341 
Netscape Commerce Server 1.1 for 
Windows NT / (415) 937-3777 / 

$995 direct / Reader So vice ,Vr;. 342 
Omnicron OmniHTTPd Server 1.0 
(alpha 6) / glau@husc.harvard.edu / 
free / Reader Service No. 343 
Open Market Secure Webserver 
2.0 / (800) 801 -8504 /$4,995 direct / 
Reader Service No. 344 


Process Software Purveyor 
Webserver (Windows 951.1) / 

(800) 722-7770 / $295 direct / 

Reader Service No. 346 
Qbik Software WinGate / 
adrien@iconz.co.nz / free for single 
users / Reader Service No. 347 
Quarterdeck WebStar NT/95 / 

(800) 683-6696/$399 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 348 

Spry Web Server for Windows NT/ 

(800) 777-9638/$245 direct/ 

Reader Service No. 3 49 
TEC Solutions TECWeb Server/ 
(408) 973-8855 / $10,000 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 3 30 
Texas Imperial Software Winsock 
FTP Daemon / (512) 346-2729 / 
direct/Reader Service No. 331 
T radeWave T radeVPI / 

(512) 433-5300 / $15,000 for 100 users, 
direct/ Reader Service No. 3 32 
Wayfarer QuickServer / 
sales@wayfarer.com / $5,000 for 10 
users, direct / Reader Service No. 3 33 
Webshare / (713) 918-1180 / f ree / 
Reader Service No. 3 34 
Wildbear Consulting WinSmpt 
1.07 / (519) 576-3873 / $50 direct / 
Reader Service No. 333 
Windows httpd 1.4/ 
rdenny@netcom.com/$99 direct/ 
Reader Service No. 3 36 


b 


PC Computing Best 



Dr. Livingston for the Web: 

Microsoft's Internet Explorer is 
a full-featured app with an 
easy-to-use interface. 



Still the Leader: Netscape’s 
Navigator takes advantage of all 
the Navigator plug-ins, plus it 
supports Java applets. 



Internet Information Server gets 
Windows NT users on the Web 
fast-and for free. 



Starter Site: O’Reilly & 
Associates’ WebSite Professional 
has plenty of features, and it even 
runs under Windows 95. 
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There is a part of you that remembers 
(vaguely) 

HOW IT FEELS 

TG BE PASSIDNATE ABOUT YOUR WORK. 


TO FIND A CHALLENGE AROUND EVERY COI 


TO CONSTANTLY SEARCH OUT FASTER, SMARTER 
WAYS TO GET THE JOB DONE. 


There is a part of you that 

STILL NEEDS TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS. 


























SYNOPSIS 


MULTIMEDIA: Desktop 
features wrapped 
neatly in 8-pound 
packages. 148 

WORKHORSE: Road-ready 
portables at down- 
to-earth prices. 150 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Can you 

make do with a 
workhorse or should 
you splurge for all 
the bells and 
whistles? 152 

DECISION MAKER: We 

help you decide 
which notebook 
is best for your 
needs. 152 


Speedy CD-ROMs: Some budget 
notebooks, like Toshiba’s Satellite Pro, 
pack in a six-speed CD-ROM (top). 

Multimedia Prowess: Turn a TV into 
a big-screen presentation tool with 
Micron’s Millennia TransPort (bottom). 


Perfect 

Blazing-fast Pentiums, screaming 
CD-ROMs, monster screens. 


G reed didn’t go out with the ’80s. When it 
comes to notebooks, the rule is simple: 
Always buy more than you need. More 
power, more features, a bigger screen, and a fatter 
hard drive can protect you from the unforeseen. 

Besides, being greedy is easy these days. Even on a 
tight budget, you can get more than you’d expect. 

Today’s top-end multimedia portables give you all 
the features of any decent desktop system: a 
120MHz or 133MHz Pentium, 16MB of RAM, a 
gigabyte of storage, a quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 
and a big, high-resolution color screen. ° 

Admittedly, these tech-heavy portables aren’t 
cheap. Nor are they fun to tote. With active-matrix t 
displays up to 12.1 inches and CD-ROM drives, 
high-end multimedia notebooks have ballooned 
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High Portability: Take only what 
you need on the road with Dell’s 
7-pound Latitude Cleft], 

Get the Point: Trackballs are 
scarce; touch pads and pointing 
sticks reign. Only Micron’s 
Millennia Transport gives you 
both [right]. 



Portables 


You know you want one! 


past the conventional 8.5-by-l 1-inch form factor to 
9 by 12 inches and bigger. They also typically weigh 
a back-straining 8 pounds or more. 

Of course, many of these high-end multimedia 
machines rarely see the road. Instead, they’re used 
as desktop replacements and for the occasional 
business trip. Others are riding the explosion in 
road-worthy multimedia. They let you deliver your 
presentation in style no matter where you are. 

Even if you can’t spend over $3,500, you needn’t 
forgo multimedia. Today’s productivity workhorse 
notebooks pack midrange Pentium CPUs, big hard 
drives, and up to 11.3-inch color displays. Some 
even have removable CD-ROM drives. 

So go ahead—get greedy. 

BY MARTY JEROME 


Multitask: Swap the CD-ROM for 
a floppy drive, battery, or hard drive 
with Twinhead’s SlimNote (top]. 


Big Display: Impress your 
audience with the 12.1-inch screen 
on Compaq’s LTE 5300 (bottom]. 
















NOTEBOOKS 


Reviews: Portable Desktop Replacements 


Multimedia Marvels 


Presentations never get a second chance. Lose your 
audience’s attention, and the deal dies. This should 
be reason enough to buy a portable that delivers the 
best show possible. Key features of a superlative 
multimedia notebook include a big, high-resolution 
color display, ultrafast CPU performance, 16MB of 
EDO RAM, a fast CD-ROM drive, and the ability 
to use a variety of multimedia data types such as 
sound and full-motion video. As PC Computing s 
labs discovered, these features are standard on 
today’s high-end machines. 

Showstopper Compaq’s LTE 5300 is a case in 
point. It sports a 133MHz Pentium, as do Micron’s 
Millennia TransPort, Olivetti’s Echos P133, and 
AMS Tech’s PowerCD 8550. The other systems 
come with 120MHz Pentiums. 

The LTE 5300 was second only to the Millennia 
TransPort in overall performance, thanks to its fast page 
memory and 256K L2 cache. Samsung’s Sens 810 and 
Olivetti’s Echos P133 were also speedy—especially with 
graphics. Digital’s HiNote Ultra II CTS5120 and the 
Echos P133 came with six-speed CD-ROM drives, giv¬ 
ing them maximum multimedia performance. The other 
notebooks come with quad-speed drives. 

Big Screen, Long Life The LTE 5300’s 12.1-inch 
display dwarfs the screens of every other machine 
except IBM’s ThinkPad 760CD, although the Echos 
P133’s 11.8-inch screen comes close. Audiences of as 
many as five can view this size screen with ease. 

Despite its big color display, fast CPU, and L2 
cache, the LTE 5300 managed almost five hours of 
charge life—on nickel-metal hydride batteries, no less. 
This was impressive, though well behind the Sens 810 



Song and Dance: Compaq’s versatile LTE 5300 offers a 
resplendent 12-inch screen and 133MHz performance. 


(which lasted almost 7 hours), Toshiba’s Tecra 
700CT, and the Millennia TransPort—all of which 
use lithium-ion technology. But with the LTE 5300 
you can swap the CD-ROM drive for a second bat¬ 
tery to gain even longer life. 

For that matter, you can swap the CD-ROM drive 
for a second hard drive. In other words, the LTE 5300 
adapts to your changing demands. This flexibility gives 
it an edge over the Millennia TransPort and the Tecra 
700CT. Its price and power make it superior to the 
ThinkPad 760CD. And its big display and outstanding 
usability help it surpass everything else. 


Performance: Text and Graphics _ 

Micron Millennia TransPort (133MHz) 



ITE: WINST0NE 96 IS A TEST THAT RUNS 15 OF THE MOST POPULAR WINDOWS BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 


Rip Roarin’: A CPU’s clock speed isn’t everything, 
as some of the faster 120MHz systems demonstrate. 



NOTE, ZDIGIT IS A BATTERY TEST THAT ELECTRONICALLY SIMULATES COMMON USER ACTIVITY. 


Long Haul: Despite battery-draining features, most 
multimedia portables get at least three hours of life. 


148 


UGUST I 996 









































Top Multimedia Notebooks 


I Product 

Price* 

Tested 

Display** 

Weight 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

gag! Compaq LTE 5300 

gif [800] 345-1518 
ies7 Reader Service No. 74 f 

$6,179 

133 MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.35GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

12.1 inches 

8.3 

pounds 

Screaming 
performance; top- 
drawer technology; 
big, radiant screen. 

A bit pricey. 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

When only the 
best will do, look 
no further. 

Digital Equipment HiNote 

Ultra IICTS5120 

[800)642-4532 

Reader Service No. 746 

$4,898 

list 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.08GB 
hand drive, six-speed 
CD-ROM drive 

10.4 inches 

5.4 

pounds 

Feathery weight; 
innovative 
design; quick CD 
performance. 

Smallish screen; 

extremely 

delicate. 

☆☆☆☆ 

The first high-end 
multimedia 
portable you’ll take 
with you everywhere. 

IBM ThinkPad 760CD 

[800)426-2968 

Reader Service No. 747 

$7,584 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.2GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

12.1 inches 

pounds 

First-rate 

modularity; 

resplendent 

display. 

Middling 
performance; 
most expensive 
system we tested. 

'te&kk 

Still a leader, if 
you can afford it. 

Micron Millennia Transport 

[800)438-3343 

Reader Service No. 748 

$4,899 

133MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM,1.2GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

8.0 

pounds 

Top performance; 
tireless battery 
life. 

Big and boxy. 

☆☆☆☆ 

An excellent 
machine for a 
light itinerary. 

Toshiba Tecra 700CT 

[800)334-3445 

Reader Service No. 749 

$4,999 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.13GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

8.6 

pounds 

Unflagging 
battery life; fine 
versatility. 

Pricey for a 
120MHz system. 

☆☆☆☆ 

Wait for the sale- 
betteryet, wait 
for the upgrade. 

Gateway 2000 Solo S5120XL 

(800)846-2000 

Reader Service No. 770 

$4,099 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.2GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

7,2 

pounds 

Totable weight; 
down-to-earth 

Lethargic 

CD-ROM 
performance; 
tinny sound. 

☆☆☆ 

High-end multimedia 
at a reasonable price. 

NEC Technologies 

Versa 4080H 

[800) 388-8888 

Reader Service No. 771 

$5,400 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.08GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

10.4 inches 

7.2 

pounds 

Top-notch 

modularity; 

respectably 

lightweight. 

Small display; 
steep price. 

☆☆☆ 

Still a contender, 
but the design is 
showing its age. 

Olivetti Personal Computers 
Echos PI 33 

(888)465-4838 

Reader Service No. 752 

$4,999 

133MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.2GB 
hard drive, six-speed 
CD-ROM drive 

11.8 inches 

7.6 

pounds 

Big screen; good 
performance. 

Could use a 
boost in 
battery life. 

☆☆☆ 

A solid presentation 
platform for 
the money. 

Samsung Electronics America 
Sens 810 

(800)933-4110 

Reader Service No. 753 

$3,999 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.3GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

9.2 

pounds 

First split ergonomic 
keyboard for 
notebooks; 
unbeatable battery 
life. 

On the heavy 
side. 

☆☆☆ 

Your hands will 
thank you; your 
shoulders will not. 

Twinhead SlimNote 8120TV 

[800)995-8946 

Reader Service No. 744 

$4,195 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.3GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

8.0 

pounds 

Great versatility; 
terrific price. 

Middling 
performance; 
anemic 
battery life. 

☆☆☆ 

A good desktop 
replacement, but 
keep it near an 

AC outlet. 

AMS Tech PowerCD 8550 

(800) 886-2671 

Reader Service No. 774 

$4,765 

133MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 1.3GB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

8.7 

pounds 

Loaded with 
features, including 
video-capture 
circuitry. 

Slow 

performance; 
short battery life; 
shoulder- 
straining traveling 
weight. 

☆☆ 

Dollarfor dollar, 
you can find a 
better system. 


•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE UNLESS NOT! 

tD OTHERWISE. * 

•ACTIVE MATRIX. 




irtcMrk Excellent Good ★★★ Acceptable 'kkPoor ★ Unacceptable 
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NOTEBOOKS 


Reviews: Portable Power for Under $3,500 


Workhorse Wonders 


Expensive, high-end multimedia notebooks are fine 
for putting on a show, but what about real work? Give 
us something down to earth—roll-up-your-sleeves 
productivity at a price that won’t send the folks in pur¬ 
chasing into gales of laughter. We set a budget ceiling 
of $3,500, then looked for the most that price could 
muster. We found that even at that price point, you 
don’t have to sacrifice performance or features. 

Power and Pedigree To winnow down the 
crowd of contenders, we set some fussy requirements: 
100MHz Pentium, 8MB of RAM, and a 10.4-inch color 
screen. “Pshaw,” said the folks at Toshiba, handing us 
a Satellite Pro 420CDT. Priced at $2,999, it meets our 
minimum requirements and even features full multi- 
media capability—including 2MB of video RAM and a 
six-speed CD-ROM drive. Dollar for dollar, you won’t 
find a better value anywhere. 

Only Dell’s lightning-fast Latitude XPi P100SD 
outperformed the Satellite Pro 420CDT. Twinhead’s 
SlimNote 8100CX tied for third with WinBook’s 
XP5 in our performance tests. The SlimNote costs 
nearly $500 more, but it comes with a quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive. It’s also worth noting that Canon’s 
Innova Book 360CD, equipped with AMD’s 
133MHz P75 CPU, was a middling performer, and 
NEC’s Versa 550D, which uses Cyrix’s 100MHz 
5x86 chip, arrived dead last in overall performance. 

The Satellite Pro’s six-speed CD-ROM performance 
led the group. Canon’s Innova Book, Twinhead’s Slim¬ 
Note 8100CX, and Olivetti’s Echos P100E use quad- 
speed drives. None of the other machines came with 
CD-ROM drives. The Satellite Pro had an 11.3-inch 
screen. Every other notebook came with the industry- 



NOTE: WINSTONE 96 IS A TEST THAT RUNS 15 OF THE MOST POPULAR WINDOWS BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 


Pentium Pace: 100MHz Pentiums and superfast 
video help top notebooks outmuscle the competition. 



Big Bargain: Toshiba’s Satellite Pro 420CDT packs many of 
the features found in notebooks that cost thousands more. 

standard 10.4-inch screen, though WinBook’s XP5 and 
the Echos P100E use active-matrix models. 

Never Say Die The Satellite Pro showed off excel¬ 
lent charge life, coming in third after Dell’s indefatigable 
Latitude and AMS Tech’s SoundPro P54. Both systems 
use expensive lithium-ion technology. Of course, cost¬ 
ly technology doesn’t guarantee top performance: The 
SlimNote and the WinBook also use lithium ion, and 
both placed near the bottom of our battery tests. 

Speedy performance, multimedia, long charge life, 
superb usability, and seductive price—is there any rea¬ 
son to dislike Toshiba’s Satellite Pro? 



NOTE: ZDIGIT IS A BATTERY TEST THAT ELECTRONICALLY SIMULATES COMMON USER ACTIVITY. 


Full Charge: These workhorse portables will keep 
up with you on the road and beyond. 
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Top Workhorse Notebooks 


| Product 

| Price* 

Tested 

Display** 

Weight 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

gjjjgjjjjjj Toshiba Satellite 

Pro 420CDT 

MB C800D 334-3445 

Reader Service No. 736 

$2,999 

100MHz Pentium, 

8MB of RAM, 810MB 
hard drive, six-speed 
CD-ROM drive 

11.3 inches 

7.0 

pounds 

Big screen; full 
multimedia; 
alluring price. 

What’s not to 
like? 

irkirkk 

When your budget 
is tight, this is the 
machine to get. 

You won’t be sorry. 

Canon Innova Book360CD 

[800] 423-2366 

Reader Service No. 737 

$2,599 

133MHz AMD 5x86 
CPU, 8MB of RAM, 

810MB hard drive, 
quad-speed 

CD-ROM drive 

10.4 inches 

7.4 

pounds 

Amazing price 
for full multimedia 
mobility. 

Middling 

performance. 

irkkk 

Cheapest way to 
put a multimedia 

PC in your hands. 

Dell Latitude XPi PI OOSD 

[800]613-3355 

Reader Service No. 778 

$3,499 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

810MB hard drive 

10.4 inches 

7.0 

pounds 

Loads of power; 
long battery life. 

Pricey, given 
its lack of a 
CD-ROM drive. 

irkirk 

A sturdy bread- 
and-butter 
productivity PC. 

Digital Equipment 

HiNote VP CSS5100 

[800] 642-4532 

Reader Service No. 779 

$2,274 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

810MB hard drive 

10.4 inches 

6.9 

pounds 

Good battery life; 

AC adapter doubles 
as battery. 

Average 

performance. 

irkkk 

A solid productivity 
notebook at a 
terrific price. 

Twinhead SlimNote 8100CX 

[800]995-8946 

Reader Service No. 760 

$3,490 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 810MB 
hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

10.4 inches 

7.9 

pounds 

Solid performance, 
great versatility, 
and multimedia 
to boot 

Steep price 
compared with 
that of the 
Satellite Pro. 

irkirk 

Brimming with 
technology found 
in much more 
expensive 
portables. 

Compaq Armada 1120 

[800] 345-1518 

Reader Service No. 761 

$1,899 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

810MB hard drive 

10.4 inches 

7.1 

pounds 

Great price; 
travel-happy 
form factor. 

Yawning 
performance; 
no multimedia. 

kirk 

A very entry-level 
machine. 

NEC Versa 550D 

[800]388-8888 

Reader Service No. 762 


100MHz Cyrix 

5x86 CPU, 8MB of 

RAM, 540MB hard 
drive 

10.4 inches 

7.5 

pounds 

Fetching price; 
good usability. 

Disappointing 
performance; 
hefty weight for 
no CD-ROM. 

kirk 

Entry-level all 
the way. 

Olivetti Personal Computers 
Echos PI 00E 

[888] 465-4838 

Reader Service No. 763 

$3,499 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

1GB hard drive, quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive 

10.4 inches, 
active 

7.7 

pounds 

Full multimedia; 
active-matrix 
display; floppy 
drive swaps for a 
second battery. 

Meager battery 
life; sluggish 
performance. 

kkk 

Smart design and 
solid multimedia. 

WinBook XP5 

[800]468-2162 

Reader Service No. 764 

$2,999 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

810MB hard drive 

10.4 inches, 
active 

7.1 

pounds 

Speedy 

performance, active- 
matrix display, and 
a modem for under 
three grand. 

No CD-ROM 

kkk 

A hard worker 
with good usability. 

AMS Tech SoundPro P54 

[800] 886-2671 

Reader Service No. 763 

$2,512 

100MHz Pentium, 

16MB of RAM, 

800MB hard drive 

10.4 inches 

7.8 

pounds 

Agreeable price; 
long battery life. 

Sleepy 
performance; 
tubby weight 
given there’s no 
CD-ROM drive. 

irk 

As entry-level 
workhorses go, 
better systems 
abound. 


•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. “DUAL-SC/ 

MM PASSIVE MATI 

„X UNLESS NO 

TED OTHERWISE. 




irirtrirk Excellent -kMrk Good Acceptable 'kkPoor ★ Unacceptable 
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NOTEBOOKS 


Final Analysis: Totable, Affordable-and Loaded 


Peerless Portables 


Eighteen months ago, multimedia split notebook design 
squarely down the middle. On the one hand, the larger 
displays and 5.25-inch CD-ROM drives required for 
multimedia forced notebooks to balloon in size and 
weight. The extra space allowed manufacturers to add 
full-size keyboards, palm rests, multifunction drive 
bays, and a raft of technologies and features typically 
found only on desktop PCs. Multimedia notebooks 
became desktop replacements and presentation plat¬ 
forms. They also became big, heavy, and expensive. 

On the other hand, workhorse portables sacrifice 
big screens and CD-ROM drives for lighter weight 
and a lower price. They’re typically not as versatile as 
pricier multimedia notebooks, and they lack panache. 

But it appears that these two types of notebook 
design are about to merge, thanks to price wars and 
technological advances. Toshiba’s $2,999 Satellite Pro 
420CDT, for example, is clearly a workhorse portable. 
Yet it delivers excellent multimedia, even if it lacks the 
flair of more expensive multimedia portables. 

Meanwhile, Digital’s HiNote Ultra II CTS5120 


proves that a full-featured multimedia notebook 
does not have to be shoulder wrenching. And IBM’s 
new ThinkPad 560 will feature a 133MHz Pentium, 
a CD-ROM drive, and a 12.1-inch display, while 
weighing only 4.1 pounds and measuring a superslim 
1.2 inches (see “Ultratrim and Built to Travel,” July, 
page 52). Compaq plans to slenderize its machines to 
1.5 inches while increasing the display to 11.8 inch¬ 
es. If these titans are any indication of future trends 
(and we think they are), next year’s battle will be for 
thin notebooks with all the bells and whistles. 

As these two design philosophies come together, 
your budget will dictate the path you must take. But 
before you dismiss multimedia portables out of hand, 
consider using one as a desktop replacement system. 
Also, if your salary depends on the presentations you 
give, buying a cheap multimedia portable could save 
you now—but cost you later. 


Lab testing was performed by Ibrahim Gul and 
JonMilelli. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT NOTEBOOK FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that’s Choose the next most 

most important. important factor. 






f product to buy is.. 


Dell Latitude XPi P100SD 


Micron Millennia TransPort 


Toshiba Satellite Pro 420CDT 


Toshiba Satellite Pro 420CDT 


Toshiba Satellite Pro 420CDT 


Samsung Sens 810 


Toshiba Satellite Pro 420CDT 


Gateway 2000 Solo S5120XL 


Digital HiNote VP CSS5100 

















































brilliance 


marketing plans 
press releases 


corrections 


8 pages per minute 
1200 x 600 dpi output 
Windows ' 1 and * 

DOS compatible 
5 year LED printhead 
limited warranty 

$729 (with manufacturer': 
rebate)* I / i 

1-800-OKI-TEAM x646 „ 


They’re your ideas. 
We just help:” 


;ata makes a full line of Windows, ■fids and Adobe™ PostScript™ compatible personal bus 
'experience. Ready for an upgrade? For a full spec sheet, call Fax Back 1-80CHB5 









Color is color, until you print 
at full throttle. 


Power up a Phaser® 340 color printer. And all your work will be right on time, right on the money. It prints 4 
color pages per minute at lid per color page. So everyday reports, memos and overheads are all suddenly practical. 

At 600 dpi. With PostScript™ And for any size workgroup. The Phaser 340 is reliable, affordable and 
Adobe PostScript network manageable. It supports PCs, workstations and Macs. And it’s supported by Tektronix, a 
Fortune 500 manufacturer, who makes all the best solutions for color across the enterprise. Tektronix Phaser Printers 




[i 


NEW Phaser 340 NEWPhaser550 


j m 


Phaser 440 NEWPhaser480X 


Tektronix 

/ 


Call 1-800-835-6100, Ext. 1273 
http://www. tek. com/CPad?1273 


Circle 123 on reader service card. 



























Sweet 



Seventeen 

MaltP thp hirr k \mn\/P tn 3 17-inrh mnnit 


Make the big \^move to a 17-inch monitor 

N 


'ow there’s no excuse to have 
anything less than a 17-inch 
monitor on your desk. Sure, 20- 
and 21-inch displays are astonishing, but 
they’ll also set you back around $2,000 (see 
“The Big Picture,” June, page 156). Today’s 
17-inch monitors offer a sizable advantage 
over 15-inch displays at an affordable price. 

It may not sound like much, but a couple 
of inches on a monitor look a lot bigger 
than you’d think. We’re talking 30 percent 
bigger than a 15-inch display. That means 
larger windows. More data on the screen. 
Higher resolution. In effect, there’s one- 
! third more space to view your apps and 
\ get your work done. 

- And 17-inch monitors are no longer the 
1 pricey playthings of artists and desktop 

BY CHRIS O’MALLEY 
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MONITORS 


17-Inch Displays: More Screen for the Money 


publishers—in recent months they’ve gone main¬ 
stream. Good ones sell for around $900. If you’re 
buying a new PC, you can probably upgrade to a 
17-inch monitor for less than $300. These low prices 
make 17-inch displays the price-performance lead¬ 
ers in the monitor market. 

OK, so you’re convinced. Now it’s time to shop. 
Overall image quality should top your list. And 
while the Trinitron-style (sometimes called verti¬ 
cally flat) tubes have long been preferred for their 
bright, rich colors, this roundup found that the more 
common Shadow Mask tubes produce a picture of 
equal—and even superior—quality. In fact, our jury 
of experienced monitor users rated two Shadow 
Mask models, Samsung’s SyncMaster 17GLsi and 
Panasonic’s PanaSync/Pro P17, as having the best 
picture quality overall. ViewSonic’s PT770, which 
uses a Trinitron cousin called SonicTron, was a close 
third. Nokia’s Trinitron-tubed Multigraph 447Xav 
and Sampo’s Shadow Mask-based AlphaScan 17gx 
rounded out our top five. 

A fast refresh rate is important to prevent flicker 
at high resolutions. All the monitors in this roundup 
display images at 1,024 by 768 resolution at an 
acceptably flicker-free rate of 75Hz or higher. NEC 
Technologies’ MultiSync XV17+ and Sony’s Multi¬ 
scan 17sfII both drop to a more flicker-prone 60Hz 
at 1,280 by 1,024 resolution—though few people 
need such high resolution on a 17-inch monitor. 
Nokia’s Multigraph 447Xav supports 72Hz at 1,600 
by 1,200—but that ultrahigh resolution is better 
suited to the more expansive screen space on a 20- 
inch or larger display. 

While eye-pleasing, rich color and fast refresh 
rates are top considerations, an easy-to-use control 
panel can be a great asset if a monitor’s default set¬ 
tings leave you unimpressed. Samsung’s retractable 




Good Looks, Great Price: Super color, intuitive controls, 
and a low price make Samsung’s SyncMaster 17GLsi an 
easy choice for buyers of 17-inch monitors. 


12-button console and onscreen icons are a model of 
user-friendly design. The easy-to-understand con¬ 
trols on the monitors from Panasonic, Sampo, NEC, 
and Sony are also a pleasure to use. Adjusting the 
other monitors sometimes became frustrating, how¬ 
ever. For example, the dial and ten buttons on 
Nanao’s FlexScan T2-17TS make for tedious 
changes, while Smile’s CA1706M2 stymies users 
with a cryptic LCD display. 

At a street price of $919, the top-rated Samsung 
SyncMaster 17GLsi is our value leader. But Sampo’s 
AlphaScan ($729) and NEC’s MultiSync ($849) both 
performed well enough to qualify as bargains. 
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Top 17-Inch Monitors 


^^Produc^^ 

| Price* 

Tube 

Type 

Dot 

Pitch 

Maximum 
Refresh Rates 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

gB Samsung Electronics 
SyncMaster 17GLsi 

SB [800)933-4110 

Reader Service No. 731 

$919 

Shadow 

Mask 

0.26mm 

100Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 80Hz at 1,280 
by1,024;68Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Crisp, clear 
images and 
convenient, 
hideaway controls. 

None 

irkitirk 
Samsung’s got a 
great picture and 
a great deal. 

Panasonic 

PanaSync/ProPl7 

[800)742-8086 

Reader Service No. 732 

$879 

Shadow 

Mask 

0.25mm 

106Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 81 Hz at 1,280 
by 1,024; 65 Hz at 
1,600 by 1,280 

Nice color and 
intuitive four- 
button controls. 

Picture quality 
could be 
slightly sharper. 

idrkk 

A colorful performer 
at a down-to-earth 
price. 

ViewSonic PT770 

[800)888-8583 

Reader Service No. 733 

$875 

SonicTron 

0.25mm 

101 Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 77Hz at 1,280 
by1,024;66Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Includes 20 
custom control 
configurations. 

Difficult to modify 
the programmable 
modes. 

itkkk 

A monitor that's 
easy on the eyes. 

Nokia Display Products 
Multigraph 447Xav 

[800) 296-6542 

Reader Service No. 734 

$949 

Trinitron 

0.25mm 

110Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 85Hz at 1,280 
by1,024;72Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Built-in stereo 
speakers and 
microphone. 

Images could be 
crisper; tedious 
controls. 

itkkk 

* This one’s made 
to order for 
multimedia. 

Sampo Technology 
AlphaScan 17gx 

[770)449-6220 

Reader Service No. 733 

$729 

Shadow 

Mask 

0.26mm 

100Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 76Hz at 1,280 
by1,024;65Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Good color; 
simple five- 
button controls. 

Images become 
grainy around 
screen edges; 
slight blur. 

-Mrtrk 

A worthy display 

your wallet. 

Eizo Nanao Technologies 
FlexScan T2-17TS 

(800)800-5202 

Reader Service No. 73 6 

$1,149 

Diamondtron 

0.25mm 

110 Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 82Hz at 1,280 
byl,024;66Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Auto-adjust 
button fits images 
to size of screen. 

Focus could 
be better; 
cumbersome 
controls. 

☆☆☆ 

Good image quality, 
but it costs a bit 
too much. 

NSA/Hitachi 

SuperScan Elite 17 

(800)441-4832 

Reader Service No. 73 7 

$875 

Shadow 

0.26mm 

101 Hz at 1,024 by 
768; 76Hz at 1,280 
by 1,024; 66Hz at 
1,600 by 1,200 

Monitor displays 
resolution and 
refresh rate 
at start-up. 

Focus could 
be tighter. 

kirk 

The same dollars 
can buy better 
picture quality. 

Mitsubishi Electronics 
Diamond Pro 17TX 

[800)843-2515 

Reader Service No. 73 8 

$1,059 

Diamondtron 

0.25mm 

105Hzat 1,024 by 
768; 80Hz at 1,280 
byl,024;70Hzat 
1,600 by 1,200 

Roll-down control 
panel hides away 
when not in use. 

Picture could 
be more crisp. 

kitk 

A solid performer 
that doesn't come 
cheap. 

NEC Technologies 

MultiSync XVI7+ 

(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 739 

$849 

Shadow 

Mask 

0.28mm 

76Hzat 1,024by 

768; 60Hz at 1,280 
by 1,024 

Easy-to-use 
onscreen controls. 

Images lose 
focus near screen 
edges; only fair 
color. 

kirk 

A top-name maker 
builds a bargain 
monitor. 

Sony Electronics 

Multiscan 17sfll 

[800)352-7669 

Reader Service No. 740 

$1,099 

list 

Trinitron 

0.25mm 

75Hzat1,024by 

768; 60Hz at 1,280 
by 1,024 

Sharp picture 
with nice color; 
easy controls. 

Can't set each 
color individually. 

kitk 

Good color but 
pricey. 

Princeton Graphics Systems 
Ultra 17+ 

[800)747-6249 

Reader Service No. 741 

$729 

Shadow 

Mask 

0.28mm 

75Hzat l,024by 

768; 75Hz at 1,280 
by 1,024; 60Hz at 
1,600 by 1,200 

Controls labeled 
with easy-to- 
understand icons. 

Grainy images 
lean toward 
yellow. 

☆☆ 

A low price but 
below-average 
image quality. 

Smile lnt’ICAl706M2 $685 Shadow 0.26mm BOHzat 1,024 by LCD panel displays Blurry, washed- 

[800)876-4532 Mask 768; 75Hz at 1,280 current resolution out picture; 

Reader Service No. 742 by1,024;66Hzat and refresh rate. cryptic controls. 

1,600 by 1,200 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE. 

***** Excellent **** Good *** Acceptable ** Poor ★ Unacceptable 
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k 

Simply can’t keep 
up with the 
rest of the field. 
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MONITORS 


Final Analysis: The Best 17-Inch Monitors 


Widen Your View 


Your eyes don’t lie. And they say it’s time to get that 
17-inch monitor. But be warned: Even the fastest 
refresh rates, simplest controls, and absolute lowest 
price won’t make up for poor picture quality. 

You don’t have to compromise: Samsung’s Sync¬ 
Master 17GLsi excels at everything. Its crisp screen 
exhibits great color. Making adjustments is a breeze 
thanks to the monitor’s roll-down control panel and 
onscreen guides. And at just over $900, it’s a great value. 

We found some other superb 17-inch choices, 
too. Both Panasonic’s PanaSync/Pro P17 and View- 
Sonic’s PT770 impress with great image quality. 
They also deliver a slightly finer dot pitch (.25mm 
versus .26mm) than the 17GLsi. 

Nokia’s Multigraph 447Xav didn’t look quite as 
good in our jury’s eyes, but its high refresh rates and 
built-in speakers and microphone make this monitor an 
interesting multimedia option. Mitsubishi’s Diamond 
Pro 17TX also presents pixels better than most, but at 
$1,059 it costs more than much of the competition. 

Sampo’s AlphaScan 17gx rests in the middle of the 


picture-quality pack, but its simple controls and low 
$729 street price make it a great choice for the cost- 
conscious. Ditto for NEC’s $849 MultiSync XV17+ 
display. Like all NEC monitors, the XV17+ is rock 
solid—though its .28mm dot pitch is behind today’s 
technology curve. Sony’s Multiscan 17sfII also fits in 
with this middle-of-the-road group, but you’ll pay a 
bit more ($1,099 list price) for the Sony brand name. 

Eizo Nanao’s FlexScan T2-17TS and NSA/ 
Hitachi’s SuperScan Elite 17 are not bad displays, but 
their slightly fuzzy pictures and somewhat confusing 
controls didn’t impress our panel—and you can do 
better for the same money. Princeton Graphics’ Ultra 
17+, at $729, and Smile’s CA1706M2, at $685, do have 
low prices, but their image quality can’t compete with 
that of the other monitors we tested. And poor picture 
quality is never a good deal. 

Chris O’Malley is a writer who specializes in video 
and telecommunications. Lab testing was performed 
by Ibrahim Gul. 





Samsung SyncMaster 17GLsi 


Panasonic PanaSync/Pro PI 7 


Samsung SyncMaster 17GLsi 


Panasonic PanaSync/Pro PI7 
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Q: What happens when you combine 128 -bit video 
technolo gy and the fastest memor y chip? 


♦ 

Tseng Labs ET6000,128-Bit Graphics Accelerator 

(Ideal for displaying multiple video windows) 


MoSys Muftibank MDRAM - 800 MB/sec.Transfer Rate 

(Ideal for obliterating any graphics bottleneck) 
















Quanta 12000 System Also Includes: 


Now Get 6X As Mi 


✓ 12.1" Super VGA Active Matrix Screen 
/ 120 MHz Pentium Processor AU 
/ 16MB RAM 

/ 810MB Hard Drive cd-rom 

y Lithium-Ion Battery 
y Optional 4X or 6X Modular CD-ROM 


*3499 


• 120 MHz Pentium® Processor 

(Upgradeable to 133MHz Pentium * 1 

• 16MB ram 

f Upgradeable to 40MB RAM) 

• 810MB Hard Mve ^ 

•Modular 3-5" 1.44MB Floppy 

• Internal Lithium-Ion Battery 

• Advanced Power Management 

• AC Charger 

• Windows® 95 Keyboard 

• Deluxe Carrying Case 


Both Fully-Loaded Systems Include thePp 


CD Quality Audio PCMCIA Expand 


Screen & Video 


ACTIVE^ 

Matrix 















eh From Nimantics! 



Orion 6X 150 

• Intel 150 MHz 
Pentium® Processor 

• 32MB RAM 

• 2.1GB Hard Drive 


Built-in Internal 6X CD-ROM 
and Internal 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy 
Internal NiHM Battery 


• Advanced Power Management^^^ 
•AC Charger 

• Deluxe Carrying Case VjjvJ®/ 

Pentium' 

The Orion 6X Product Family is available in a variety 
of custom-configured options starting at $2999 


Orion 6X150 


/ 12.1" Super VGA Active Matrix Screen 
/ 150 MHz Pentium Processor f||f 
/32MB RAM llji 

/ 2100MB Hard Drive ( .2 .1GB=2.1 Billion Bytes) CD-ROM 
/ Simultaneous Internal 6X CD-ROM 
Drive and 3-5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 
/ 2MB PCI Video RAM 


*4999 


Optional “Mega” Warranty adds 36 
t months of nationwide on-site 
I courage through General Electric. 


Orion 6X 133 

• Intel 133 MHz 
Pentium® Processor 

• 16MB RAM 

• 810MB Hard Drive 

$3999 


Ports & Jacks 


Performance Extras Service & Support 


$4999 


NIMA 


r Parallel Port 
Serial Port 
Infrared Port 
External Microphone Jack 
■'External Speaker Jack 
^Mie-In/Line-Out Jack 
! 1 External CRT Port 
pB Keyboard Port PS/2 

Circle 282 on reader service card. 

Nimantics Direct Order Hotline 

800/646-5005 

(TOLL FREE IN US AND CANADA) _ 

Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. PDT “ItsT ®C W1 
de U.S. Phone: (714) 573-4030 • Fax Your Quote Request to: (714) 573-4025 (24 Hi 
Corporate Leasing Available through Nimantics Direct 























Underneath it all, we’re still the same. 


You may not know the name, but you’ll 
surely recognize the face. Beginning with models 
launched in April, “EIZO” will become the 
brand name on every new Nanao monitor added 
to our line. 

Each one will carry on the legacy of 
quality, innovation and performance 
synonymous with Nanao. In fact, the 
only difference you’ll see is the name 
on the front of the bezel and the innova¬ 
tions that consistently put us far ahead of our 
competition. 



EIZO monitors will continue to be developed 
and manufactured by Nanao. You can count 
on the same leading edge technology, advanced 
performance and superb construction you’ve come 
to expect under the Nanao brand name. 
For years, Nanao monitors under the 
EIZO brand name have been the lead¬ 
ing choice of discriminating corporate 
business users in Europe. You’ll soon 
ask for them by the same name in the U.S. 

As you can see, the more things change, the 
more they stay the same. 




Eizn 

PRODUCED BY NANAO 


NANAO 











INSTANT 


Part Two of Our Windows 95 Series 


Windows 95 


BY ED BOTT 


EXPERT 

The only Windows 95 manual you’ll ever need 


165 Internet Support Everything you 
need to get connected—fast. 

167 MS Exchange A universal in-box for 
e-mail and faxes. 

169 Networking Support Get answers to 
network problems—now! 

171 System Utilities Don’t overlook the 
basic disk- and file-maintenance tools. 

173 Working with Disks The lowdown on 
protected-mode drivers, FDISK, and 
why you can’t copy Windows 95 
diskettes. 

175 Help Use Microsoft’s hidden Help file: 
the comprehensive Resource Kit. 

177 CD-ROM Support Get your 
multi-CD changer working. 

179 Hardware Make Plug and Play work- 
even when it doesn’t want to. 

181 Windows Registry Inside the mother 
of all configuration files, the Windows 
95 Registry. 

183 Shutting Down Before you hit the Big 
Red Switch, check here. 


Sometimes it feels like the only thing missing from 
the shrink-wrapped Windows 95 box is the do-it- 
yourself lobotomy kit. Don’t despair: There’s 
much more to Windows 95 than the dopey My 
Computer icon. If you want a deep, meaningful, 
thoroughly technical dialogue, you needn’t look 
far. Just try configuring TCP/IP support, or 
convincing Microsoft Exchange to retrieve your 
Internet mail, or tracking down a pesky interrupt 
conflict when what you plugged isn’t playing. 

Which is why we’ve assembled these guides to 
Windows 95’s toughest topics. (See Part One of 
“Instant Windows 95 Expert,” July, page 138.) 
They’ll turn those grown-up tasks into child’s play. 
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Steer your projects to ail on-time finish with 
SureTrak Project Manager 1J5. 

Pull into the express lane. SureTrak helps you hit deadlines, reach goals and 
get projects done faster, better and for less. Plan projects—even multiple 
projects—in minutes. Make sure you have the people to handle 
the work and, if not, reschedule low-priority activities. 

Track costs and forecast cash flow so you’ll know 
when your project begins to turn a profit 

Drive forward with confidence: just $299. SureTrak makes getting started a snap with wizards, 



project templates and a comprehensive online tutorial. It’s also easy to analyze options with 
SureTrak’s intuitive graphical presentation, quick-change scheduling and easy-to-read 
reports. And SureTrak is Microsoft 8 Office compatible complete with 




ZG6HBAP 
micro GEn ze =* 


OLE 2.0 automation. 

Call I -800423-0245 now. Get a FREE SureTrak 1.5 demo 
disk and a copy of Making k Happen, a common sense 
guide to project management 


PRIMAVERA 

How the world says 
project management 

Internet: sales@primavera.com 
http://www.primavera.com 

Circle 214 on reader service card. 
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Internet Support: Speed Your Web Connections 


A. Check the Use AutoOial box, and 

Windows will pop up a connection 
properties dialog box each time a 32-bit 
application requests Internet access. 

B. Use these connection properties to set up 
access to dial-up Internet providers. Look 
for the Server Type button, then click on 
TCP/IP settings to provide separate IP 
addresses for connecting to different 
services. 

C. Lost track of time? It happens. Check 
Auto Disconnect to stop the meter— 
the default setting is 20 minutes of 
inactivity. Adjust the idle time to match 
your preferences. 

D. If file and print sharing services are 
bound to the TCP/IP protocol, anyone on 
the Internet can, theoretically, browse the 
contents of your hard disk. The system 
security check makes sure those 
services are disabled before connecting. 

E. After you create a dial-up connection, 
save it and click on the Properties button 
to finish the configuration. 



GETTING STARTEI 


What is it? Windows 95 Internet support 
includes TCP/IP, 16- and 32-bit Winsock 
DLLs, and a dial-up networking applet that 
supports the popular Point-to-Point 
Protocol (PPP). For a price, the Microsoft 
Network offers an optional dial-up Internet 
access network. 


What does it do for me? All the software 
plumbing you need to connect to the 
Internet is available as part of the basic 
Windows 95 package. You’ll have to go 
elsewhere for a Web browser, though, and 
the handful of included Internet utilities, 
like the command-line FTP client, are 
rudimentary at best. 


0 

G 

ui 

* 

(/) 


How do I set up a dial-up Internet connection? The Internet Setup \1HH 
with its Q&A-style dialog boxes, is the easiest wayto configure yoursystem for 
dial-up Internet access. To do it yourself, install the 32-bit Windows 95 TCP/IP 
driver and use the Network Control Panel applet to configure it for your IP 
address, gateway, and domain name server. Then install Dial-Up Networking" 
support and set up a PPP connection to your service provider. 

Why did my TCP/IP connection stop working when I installed Windows 

95? Windows 95 renamed the version of WINSOCK.DLL that your access soft¬ 
ware uses and replaced it with its own version. Ask your service provider if 
there’s a Windows 95 update available. If not, move WINSOCK.OLD into the 
same folder as your access software and rename it WINSOCK.DLL. 

I just upgraded my Web browser to a 32-bit version, and now I can’t 
connect to the Web. What's wrong? You’re probably using older Internet 
access software, such as Trumpet Winsock, that uses a 16-bit WINSOCK.DLL. 
Newer 32-bit Internet utilities like your Web browser require 32-bit Winsock 
support; when you install Windows 95's built-in TCP/IP support, this facility is 
included in WSOCK32.DLL. 


How do I set it up? The easiest way is to 
use the Internet Setup wizard, available at 
an additional cost as part of the $45 Plus 
CD. You can also download the entire 
Internet Jumpstart Kit, including 
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer Web 
browser, at no cost from Microsoft’s Web 
and FTP sites. 


My Internet service provider charges by the hour. How do I keep my 
access costs as low as possible? Open the Control Panel and double-click 
on the Internet icon. Check the Use AutoDial box and turn on Auto Discon¬ 
nect. Now, whenever an application, such as a Web browser, requests Inter- 
•“ net access, Windows 95 will dial automatically, then disconnect after a 
2 specified amount of idle time. You may need to adjust this setting or disable 
it before lengthy downloads; otherwise, Windows 95 will close the connection 
111 before the file transfer is complete. 

G 

^ I have a high-speed Internet connection on my PC at work. Can I con¬ 
nect my home PC to the Net using the Dial-Up Server? No, you can’t set 
w up your office PC as a dirt-cheap ISP. The Dial-Up Server (found on the Plus 
2 CD) allows two Windows PCs to communicate using TCP/IP, but it doesn't 
allow you to reroute Internet packages. 
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Plug In To NationsBank PC Banking FREE 
And See What Your Computer Can Do. 



Develop a 
custom retirement 
plan 


Transfer money from savings to checking 


Organize all 
your expenses 
in minutes 


Track and 

organize your credit 
card charges 


Balance 
your checkbook 
automatically 


Pay 
any bill 
electronically 


Make tax 
preparation 
painless 


Introducing The New, 

Free Way To Bank From Your 
Home Computer. 

NationsBank PC Banking gives you a 
seamless integration of on-line access to 
NationsBank with award-winning 
Managing YourMonef 11 software. There 
is no monthly service fee 
with a NationsBank check¬ 
ing account. And it is the 
only on-line banking sys¬ 
tem designed from the 
ground up by a bank and 
a software company working together. 



On-Line PC Access To All Your 
Accounts, 24 Hours A Day. 

A secure on-line connection lets you use 
your Windows®-compatible PC to balance 
your checkbook, pay bills and handle any 
of your banking needs. All your transac¬ 
tions are protected three ways: with your 
on-line banking ID, encrypted Personal 


Identification Number (PIN) and person¬ 
ally selected password. With our Pay Your 
Bills service, you can pay all of your bills 
as simply as sending E-mail. You can even 
schedule any recurring bills to be paid 
automatically. All with the peace of mind 
of knowing thatyour bill payments are 
processed by NationsBank, a company 
with 20 years of successful experience in 
this field, handling millions of transac¬ 
tions per year. 

Incredibly Easy To Use. 

You may already know financial software 
can make it easier for you to keep track 
of where your money goes. But the 
combination of Managing Your Money 
software - rated one of the best and 
easiest to use by a leading PC magazine - 
and the unique on-line access to 
NationsBank delivers so much more: 

• A simple graphical user interface 
accessing powerful planning tools 
for taxes, college and retirement. 

• Account data is automatically 
downloaded into the software - 
there’s no need to input data by hand. 

• If you are using Quicken®, Microsoft 
Money® or others, a file utility can 
automatically import existing files 
in minutes. 

• Both accounts and software are fully 
supported with a toll-free phone 
number. 


*The free software is a limited-time offer. There is a $5.95 shipping and handling charge for the software. Normal checking account charges 
may still apply. Windows and Microsoft Money are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Quicken is a registered trademark of 
Intuit Corporation. Managing Your Money is a registered trademark of MECA, L.L.C. ©1996 NationsBank Corporation. NationsBank sub¬ 
sidiary banks are Members FDIC. Available at NationsBank of Texas, N.A, beginning March 1996 and other NationsBank locations at various 
times throughout 1996. #50305 



Plug In Today And Get Free 
On-Line Service And Software!* 


Simply call toll-free today. Our knowl- 


will help you find out how to receive free I 
monthly service with a checking account, I 
and, for a limited time, free Managing I 
Your Money software and free on-line bill I 
paying service. 


Call NationsBank Today 

1 - 800 - 255-7129 

Or, if you prefer, complete and return the coupon below. 


Yes, I want to receive free PC 
Banking service with a checking 
account and, for a limited time, free 
Managing Your Money® software* 
and free on-line bill paying service. 

Name_ 



Address 
City, State, ZIP. 


Do you currently have a NationsBank 
checking account? □ Yes QNo 


Or Call 1-800-255-7129. 

See us on the Internet: http://www.nationsbank.eom/l 

NationsBank I® 

Official Sponsor 1996 U.S. Olympic Tbam I XXX. . 


*The free software is a limited-time offer. There is a $L- 

and handling charge for the software. Normal checking account 
charges may still apply. Managing Your Money is a registered 
mark of MECA, L.L.C. ©1996 NationsBank Corporate 
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MS Exchange: Universal In-Box 



A. Microsoft Exchange profiles are 
collections of mail components. The 

default profile includes a set of Personal 
Folders, a Personal Address Book, and a 
mail or fax provider. 

B. The default message store, called 
Personal Folders, acts as a universal in¬ 
box that stores e-mail, faxes, and even, in 
theory, voice messages. 

C. The Internet Mail provider is part of the 
Internet Jumpstart Kit. Use the Connection 
tab to tell Exchange whether to use the 
network or the modem to connect to 

the Net. 

D. Don’t want your mail password stored 
with your mail file? Then don’t enter it 
here. You’ll be prompted for the password 
each time you check your mail. 

E. Click here to select which standard to 
use—MIME is the default—when 
sending file attachments across the 
Internet. Try sending a few sample files 
to make sure it’s working properly. 


GETTING STARTED X 


What is it? Microsoft Exchange is an 
industrial-strength e-mail client that lets 
you plug in services that talk to fax 
machines, SMTP Internet mail servers, 
Microsoft Mail machines, and even 
CompuServe mail. Documentation is sparse 
and the configuration options are daunting. 
For some tasks, like faxing, performance 
can be maddeningly slow. 


X 


a 


What does it do for me? If you’re 
employed by a sprawling multinational 
corporation that’s standardized on 
Exchange, you’ll appreciate its sheer bulk. 
And if you use Microsoft Network as your 
e-mail address, Exchange is your only 
choice for sending or retrieving e-mail. But 
for basic faxing and dial-up Internet mail, 
it’s more trouble than it’s worth. 

How do I set it up? Look on the desktop 
for the icon labeled Inbox. Right-click and 
choose Properties to configure your mail 
store (the file that holds all your messages) 
and personal profiles. Double-click to open 
Exchange and see all your e-mail and faxes 
in an Explorer-like window. 


Q 

u 

X 

X 

4 

► 


or 

tc 


All my messages have an equal sign (=) at the end of each line, and 
many of them are going out with RTF attachments. How do I send 
plain text? Your correspondents are seeing “quoted printable MIME for¬ 
matting" in its raw form. To get rid of it, click on the Message Format button 
on the Internet Mail properties sheet and uncheck the Use MIME box. 

Exchange dials my Internet service provider automatically each time I 
start it up. How can I control when it dials my modem? Open the Inbox 
Properties dialog box and highlight Internet Mail in the list of installed ser¬ 
vices. Click on Properties, then on the Connection tab. In the section headed 
Connecting to Internet Mail, choose Network instead of Modem, then click on 
OK. (Make sure AutoDial is enabled for Internet access.) Windows will pop up 
a connection dialog box that lets you say OK before sending or receiving mail. 

Why do I have to shut down Exchange every time I want to use my 
favorite communications program? The other program doesn’t use Win¬ 
dows TAPI (telephony application program interface) services. If your 
Exchange fax driver is set to answer automatically, it will refuse to surrender 
the modem. The solution is to disable Auto-Answer for faxing, or to find a 
TAPI-aware communications program that can share the serial port. 

Every time i start up Exchange I’m told the modem couldn’t be initial¬ 
ized. What’s the problem? This bug occurs when you install the Internet 
Mail provider and fax services in your Exchange profile. At startup, both try to 
initialize the modem, and whichever gets there second has to send an error 
message to you. Click OK, and the configuration process will finish properly. 

When I shut down Exchange then restart it, my computer sometimes 
hangs. Am I doing something wrong? Exchange starts up several helper 
applications, including the At Work fax driver and mail spooler, each time you 
load it. These programs aren’t unloaded until a few minutes after you close 
Exchange, so if you try to restart the mail program while the helper applica¬ 
tions are still in memory, Exchange can hang. The solution: Leave Exchange 
running, if possible, or wait a few minutes before restarting it. 
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FieldWorks Field Workstations" have been put 
to the challenge by the world’s most grueling and 
demanding work environments; from ice core 
testing in the sub-zero climates of Antarctica to 
testing nuclear reactor power plants worldwide to 
aiding corporate America’s large field sales and 
field service fleets. Our attention to detail, MIL-SPEC 
rugged design and usability makes the FieldWorks 
computer line the logical choice in mission-critical 
applications as well as your own specialized 

application. FieldWorks has _ 

met the challenge of 

today’s most severe 1 

working environments. \ 

133 MHz Pentium® processor HV"' \ 

ISA/PCI Slots... SKM 

CD-ROM...PCMCIA... 

Call today for an 
information kit on the 
complete FieldWorks 
Rugged product line. 


9961 Valley View Road 
Eden Prairie, IVIN, USA 55344 
Phone: (612) 947-0856 
Fax: (612) 947-0859 
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Networking Support: Share Files and Resources 



r? e Dial-Up Adapter 
|;i: WNatSemi NE4100 Infomovet 
I f NetBEUI -> NatSemi NE410 
IT TCP/IP ■> Dial-Up Adaplei 


A. Virtually every network configuration 
task can be done from this dialog box. The 
fastest way to get here? Right-click on 
Network Neighborhood, then choose 
Properties. 

B. Add client software, drivers for network 
cards, communication protocols such as 
TCP/IP, and services here. To share files 
and printers, you must add the File and 
Printer Sharing service. 

C. Click on Add to choose from a list of 
available network components. Use 
Remove to uninstall a component, such 
as a network protocol using the incorrect 
network adapter. 

D. To configure a network component, 
select it and click on Properties. Most 
settings are strictly for gearheads, but the 
TCP/IP settings must be entered properly 
before you can reach the Internet. 

E. Select a primary network log-in here. 
If you use the same password to log in to 
all networks, you can enter it here and 
skip the extra log-in screens. 


GETTING STARTED (A 


What is it? Right out of the box, Windows 
95 offers peer-to-peer networking and 
supports connections to most popular 
client-server networks, including Windows 
NT and Novell NetWare. TCP/IP support 
for Internet access is also included. 


What does it do for me? With the 
appropriate network adapters, any two 
Windows 95 machines can connect and 
share files, printers, and fax modems. Dial- 
Up Networking allows network 
connections across a phone line or over a 
serial or parallel cable. And the built-in 
client software lets you connect to NetWare 
servers without forcing you to use 
additional software. 


How do I set it up? If you have a network 
card installed in your machine, Windows 
95 should detect it and install the 
appropriate drivers at setup. Right-click on 
the Network Neighborhood icon to add 
new client software, adapters, protocols, or 
services such as file and print sharing. 


> 


O 


Why can’t I see other Windows 95-based computers on the network? 

Even if you don’t plan to share disks and printers on your PC, you need to 
install the File and Printer Sharing sen/ice before you can access shared 
resources on another system. Open the Control Panel, start the Network 
applet, click on the Add button, and choose Service. 

Each time I log in, I am asked for a password. Is there a way to prevent 
this? In very informal networked environments it’s possible to bypass the 
log-in step completely. This is a two-step process: First, right-click on the Net¬ 
work Neighborhood and use the Properties dialog box to set the Primary 
Network Logon to Windows Logon. Then open the Control Panel Passwords 
applet and change the password to blank. 

Browsing through the Network Neighborhood takes forever. Is there a 
faster way to connect to a file server or a shared PC? Try using univer¬ 
sal naming-convention (UNC) names for shared network drives and folders. 
To enter a UNC name, you’ll need to know the name of the server and the 
shared volume on that server. Use the WserveAshare syntax to enter UNC 
names in common dialog boxes, in the Start menu’s Run dialog box, and in 
shortcuts. If you navigate to a shared folder through the Network Neighbor¬ 
hood, right-drag that folder to your desktop to create a UNC shortcut to it. 

I’m used to creating drive mappings on my local PC from our NetWare 
server. Do I still need to do this with Windows 95? UNC names are gen¬ 
erally preferable to drive mappings. If you plan to use applications that don’t 
recognize UNC names, or if your network administrator uses batch files to 
start some applications, you'll still need to map drives. Right-click on the 
Network Neighborhood icon and choose Map Network Drive. 

When I save files to our NetWare server, all my long filenames are 
automatically truncated. How can I get NetWare to recognize the 
longer names? The only way to force NetWare to support long filenames is 
to install an additional piece of server software called the OS/2 Namespace. 
Ask your network administrator about this. 
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You never give your HP printer a second thought. You just know it’s going to work. 
Now that same HP performance can be found in a line of PCs designed specifically 
for the demands of small business. The HP Vectra 500 PCs. They arrive ready to work- 
some armed with Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95 Professional Edition and Microsoft 
Publisher. And to make everything a little more manageable, HP gives you free online 
service and support. Dealers include: Intelligent Electronics, 
Computerland, Datago, MicroAge, Inacom and CompUSA 
Corporate. For more information, call 1-800-322-HPPC, 
Ext. 1558.’ And see what a good family name can do for you. 
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Minitower or Desktop models: 

•Intel 100,120,133,150 or 166 MHz 
Pentium processor 
•8 or 16MB EDO Memory 
(128MB max) 

•256KB cache memory' 

•64-bit PCI video 
•2.5GB hard drive' 

•4X,6X or 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive’ 
•28.8 fax/data modem with 
telephone answering machine 1 
•16-bit Soundblaster audio* 

• Hands-free headset with microphone 1 
•1-year on-site warranty 1 
•1-year free phone support for hard¬ 
ware, 90-dayfree software support , 


HP PCs For Small Business 
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System Utilities: Keep Your Hard Drive Humming 



A. The Windows 95 Backup utility was 
written for Microsoft by Colorado Memory 
Systems. An upgraded version is available 
on the World Wide Web at www.microsoft 
.com/windows/software/backupd.htm. 

B. Don’t expect bells and whistles from 
the Disk Defragmenter, which does basic 
defragging duty only on regular and 
compressed drives. 

C. The DriveSpace 3 upgrade on the Plus 
CD handles large disks and offers many 
compression options. It also includes a 
copy of the Compression Agent utility, which 
recompresses files in the background. 

D. ScanDisk is the latest-generation 
graphical descendant of the old DOS 
CHKDSK utility. Options let you choose to 
scan files only or the entire disk, and 

to require confirmation and set 
preferences before repairing errors. 

E. The System Agent, also included on the 
Plus CD, schedules applications to run at 
predetermined times. By default, it runs 
a basic menu of disk maintenance tasks. 


GETTING STARTED (A 


What are they? A suite of no-frills system 
utilities (virus checker not included) ships 
with Windows 95. The Backup utility is not 
installed by default, and several valuable 
utilities are available only on the Plus CD. 
Run the Windows 95 Setup program and 
look in Accessories to install the System 
Resource Monitor. 

What do they do for me? ScanDisk and 
Disk Defragmenter handle basic disk 
management, while Backup is adequate for 
most non-SCSI tape drives. The 
DriveSpace 3 upgrade in Plus is worth 
installing if you already use compression. 

How do I set them up? All these utilities, 
and more, are found in the Accessories 
folder that cascades out of the Programs 
menu. Want to eliminate waste caused by 
large clusters? Use DriveSpace 3 to store 
data in a single compressed file, but leave 
compression off to improve performance. 


How do I run ScanDisk and Disk Defragmenter automatically?!! you 

don’t mind spending a little extra money, use either the System Agent pro¬ 
gram, found on the Plus CD, or Norton Program Scheduler, included with a 
number of Symantec products. To run ScanDisk automatically each time you 
start your PC, create a shortcut in the Startup group using the command line 
SCANDSKW/A/N. The first switch checks all nonremovable local hard drives; 
the second allows the scan to proceed without requiring your input. To auto¬ 
matically defrag files and free space on all local drives, use a shortcut with the 
command DEFRAG /all /F /noprompt. 

ScanDisk keeps restarting midway through the scan. What’s wrong? 

You’ve encountered a known bug in ScanDisk. A background process in 
Windows 95 itself is writing to the disk. Exit ScanDisk, restart Windows, and 
try running ScanDisk again. 

How do I track system resources? Windows 95 handles memory and 
swap files far better than Windows 3.1, but it's still possible, under some cir¬ 
cumstances, for a buggy program to drain your system’s resources. To keep 
a graphical display of system resource levels anchored to the Taskbar, 
install the System Resource Monitor (you’ll find it in the Accessories list) 
and add it to your Startup group. 

My hard drive crashed and I need to restore all files from my backup 
tape. What do I do? If you used the Full Backup Set option. Windows 95 auto¬ 
matically saved a backup copy of your system settings dff the tape. You’ll need 
to boot the hard drive and install a compact version of Windows 95 before you 
can run the Backup utility and restore all your programs, data, and system set¬ 
tings. If you installed Windows 95 from a CD, be sure to start your system with 
a boot disk that includes the real-mode CD-ROM drivers. 


Can I use the Windows 95 Backup program to restore old backups I 
u made with MS-DOS 6.0? No, the older backup files use an incompatible 
2 format. To find the MSBACKUP program needed to restore them, look on the 

Windows 95 CD in the Other\Oldmsdos\Msbackup folder. 
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Have These Five Common 
Windows 95 Problems 
Stopped You? 



mysterious program 

crash. Your system doesn’t 
crash completely but you still 
lose your data. 


JThe 
• soft 


unresolved 
software conflict. 

You install a new graphics 
program. It replaces your video 
configuration with one for 
Windows 3.1. No more video. 

I The semi-botched 
I installation. Your new app 
installs perfectly. But when you 
try to run it, you see a “Missing 
DLL” message. 

_ Play... Not! 

You’ve installed new hardware, 
but it doesn’t work. 



. non-disappearing 
application. You uninstalled 
an application properly. But it’s 
still listed in the program menu. 


Stop Software Conflicts 
Before They Stop You! 

New Vertisoft Fix-It™ automatically finds and 
fixes thousands of software conflicts and hard¬ 
ware configuration problems before they can 
crash your system. 

Vertisoft Fix-it’s sophisticated knowledge-base 
of over 1,000 Windows 95,3.1 and DOS appli¬ 
cations lets it find and fix whatever’s out of 


Fix-It crash- 
proofs your 
PC and fixes 
problems 
with a click! 



whack - like these system stoppers: 

• Missing program files 

• Incorrect configurations 

• Conflicts between applications, 
hardware and Windows 95 


you can easily remove changes that cause 
problems. It even automatically intercepts 
application crashes so you can save your data. 
And on-line updates to its knowledge-base 
make it easy to keep Vertisoft Fix-It up-to-date. 


• Windows system problems 

• Hardware device problems 

Plus, it’s unique Preinstallation Inspector finds 
and fixes conflicts before you install applications. 
Vertisoft Fix-It also watches over your system 
alerting you to new problems, catching conflicts, 
and backing up changes made to your system so 


Features 

Vertisoft 

Fix-It 

First Aid 

95 Deluxe” 

Supported 

applications 

1000+ 

<100 

Finds conflicts among 
programs, hardware and Win 95 

YES 

NO 

Removes erroneous software 
and/or hardware installations 

YES 

NO 

Ensures system registry and 
configuration file integrity 

YES 

NO 

Integrates with Win 95 
device troubleshooters 

YES 

NO 

Complete crash protection for 
16-and 32-bit applications 

YES 

Limited 

Programs like Norton Utilities™, WinProbe ” 
and WinCheck It” detect hardware errors only. 



ca/f 1-800-466-5875 


ext.1308 



If Fix-It doesn’t 
crash-proof your 
PC, return it within 
30 days and owe 

' nothing more. If you ..— —-i 

like it, pay only $49.95 - that’s $30 off the suggested 1 
retail price! Also available at your local retailer. ' 


OFFER 

ENDS 

9/15/96 


http//:www.vertisoftsys.com 


Artisoft 


Fix-It Stops Your Windows Problems Before They Start... Automatically! 


© Copyright 1996 Vertisoft Systems, Inc. Vertisoft Fix-It is o trodemorlc of Vertisoft Systems, Inc. All other brand names ore trademarks of their respective users. This offer is available in the US end Conodo only and is not valid with ony other offer. 
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Working With Disks: Safe Storage Options 



A. Floppy disks still require formatting. 
Fortunately, the task is available on the 
right-click shortcut menu. To create an 
emergency startup disk, use the Control 
Panel’s Add/Remove Programs applet. 

B. The outstretched hand underneath this 
hard disk icon means the disk is 
available for sharing with the rest of the 
network. To edit a disk volume label, 
right-click and choose Properties. 

C. Mapped network drives appear in 
the My Computer window with their own 
icon. To remove a mapped network 
drive, right-click on the icon and 
choose Disconnect. 

D. Right-click on a drive icon and choose 
from the selection of shortcuts for disk- 
maintenance tools. The status lines track 
the last time you used each utility. 

E. Click on the Compression tab to create 
or maintain a DriveSpace compressed 
drive. If you’ve upgraded to DriveSpace 3, 
the informational display here is 
dizzyingly complete. 


GETTING STARTED tfl 


What is it? Windows 95 includes 
protected-mode drivers for IDE and SCSI 
hard drives, floppy drives, and most 
removable media types. Because the 
operating system still uses the FAT file 
system, you need to use FDISK and 
FOR MAT /S after a disk is up and running 
for low-level disk maintenance. 

What does it do for me? You’ll find a 
wealth of information about disks of all 
sorts in the My Computer window or in 
the Windows Explorer window. The 
common tree-and-list Explorer view makes 
it possible to move files and folders 
between storage media with ease. 

How do I set it up? To see all storage 
devices available on your PC, look in the 
My Computer window. To format, copy, 
or label disks, look for the appropriate 
command on the right-click shortcut 
menu. To recognize network drives, right- 
click on Network Neighborhood or on 
any folder on any file server. 
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How do I see how much space is available on my hard drive? Open the 

My Computer window. In Details view, total size and free space are displayed 
for every drive. In other views, you'll need to select the hard drive’s icon and 
look at the status bar at the bottom of the window. To see detailed information 
about compressed drives, right-click on the drive icon and choose Properties, 
then switch to the Compression tab. 

Why does the hard drive suddenly burst into activity when I haven’t 
done anything? If you’ve installed the Plus System Agent, it might be running 
a scheduled program. For example, the default System Agent setup checks 
free disk space once an hour. The other likely explanation is that the system 
is taking advantage of your inactivity to resize the Windows 95 swap file, 
which grows and shrinks dynamically as you work. 

How do I copy a floppy disk using a single drive? Open My Computer, 
right-click on the drive icon, and choose Copy Disk. Select the same drive in 
both the Copy From and Copy To panes. Windows 95, unlike previous 
Microsoft operating systems, copies floppies in a single pass. 

I have a 1GB hard disk. What’s the most efficient way to partition it? In 

the FAT file system that Windows 95 uses, all partitioning schemes waste 
some disk space because they divide the disk into equal-sized clusters. 
Even a zero-byte file uses at least this minimum amount of space. The most 
space-efficient partitions are puny ones of 127MB or less. In practical terms, 
though, your best bet is to keep each of your partitions below either 511 MB 
or 1,023MB; these breakpoints are where minimum cluster sizes jump from 
16K to 32K and from 32K to 64K, respectively. 

I tried to back up my Windows 95 setup diskettes, but got an error 
message: “Windows cannot copy this type of disk.” What’s wrong? For 

Windows and other applications, Microsoft packs 1.6MB onto each diskette 
using the nonstandard Distribution Media Format. To copy these disks, you 
can’t use DOS or Windows; you'll need a third-party utility like Winlmage. To 
download a copy, visit our Web site [www.pccomputing.com]. 
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NewCom brings you together. 


You‘re in New York. Your design team is in Tokyo. 
With remarkable Digital Simultaneous Voice Data 
modems (DSVD) an ordinary analog phone line is 
all you need to collaborate. No expensive ISDN or 
T-l lines needed, no quirky, hybrid modems; it’s 
easily configured. Talk and send/receive data at the 
same time. Duplex technology makes voices from 
halfway around the world sound like they’re next 
door. And NewCom quality modem design speeds 
your data at rates up to 28,800 Kbps. 


demands of virtually all applications, from 
spreadsheets to word processing, from page design 
to multi-media. And at the end of the day, use 
NewTalk’s remote gaming applications for remark¬ 
ably lifelike game play with competitors on all parts 
of the globe. 

NewCom also manufactures superior full duplex 
Speakerphone, Voicemail and Data/Fax modems 
for PC’s in a configuration that’s just right for your 
business or home. 



The NewTalk 2000 family of DSVD modems for 
embedded applications responds instantly to the 
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Help: Troubleshooting Advice 





l?1xl 



A. Use the three tabs at the top of the 
Help window to look through an outline- 
style table of contents or a phrase- 
based index, orto search the entire file 
for particular words or phrases. 

B. On the Find tab, enter the text to 
search for. Index entries that include the 
text you typed appear in the matching 
words listed just below. 

C. Click on the Options button and check 
the appropriate boxes to search for 
phrases orto postpone the search until 
you click on the Find Now button. 

0. Click on the Rebuild button to select a 
different set of options for the full-text- 
search index. The cost of a full index that 
includes phrases? About three times more 
disk space. 

E. Why the checkbox next to each topic? If 
you’ve enabled the option to find similar 
topics, use these boxes to identify topics 
that are close to what you’re looking for, 
then click on the Find Similar button. 


iws 95’s Help files don’t have the answers I’m looking for. Is 
a more comprehensive resource available? Yes, and if you have 
-ROM version of Windows you already own it. Look for the Windows 95 
rce Kit, a searchable Help file named Win95rk.hlp, in the Admin\ 
iHelpfile folder, and copy it to your hard drive. The Resource Kit is also 
lie as a thick paperback book for $49.95 from Microsoft Press. 

|ht the floppy-disk version of Windows. Where can I get the 
that come with the CD version, including the Resource Kit? All 

ssing Windows files are available on Microsoft’s Web site, www 
ioft.com/windows/software/cdextras.htm. 

ing to search the Help file for a two-word phrase, but Windows 
is all entries that contain either word. How do I narrow the 

l? By default, the Windows 95 Help engine creates a full-text index that 
Is word searches. If you create an index that includes phrases as well, 
ccupy significantly more space-the Resource Kit’s index, for example, 
is from 900K to nearly 4MB. To change the index, launch Help, click on 
d tab, then click on the Rebuild button. 

a problem that’s not covered in the Help files or the Resource 
here do I look next? Try the Microsoft Knowledge Base. It’s available 
TechNet CD, on The Microsoft Network and CompuServe (GO MSKB), 
a a searchable page orftfie World Wide Web, at www.microsoft 
b/. Some oftne postings are strictly informational, like Article Q141602, 
icial “List of Confirmed Bugs in Windows 95." But others include point- 
rpatches and instructions for workarounds. 


3 I’m having trouble tracking down what’s causing my problem. Where 
^ should I look first? Click on the Start button and choose Help. Expand the 
Troubleshooting entry on the Contents tab and see if your problem is listed 
411 there. These Q&A-style troubleshooters, complete with hot buttons to jump 
£ straight to configuration dialog boxes, are an excellent way to make sure you 
have asked all the right questions. 
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Help: Troubleshooting Advice 



A. Use the three tabs at the top of the 
Help window to look through an outline- 
style table of contents or a phrase- 
based index, or to search the entire file 
for particular words or phrases. 

B. On the Find tab, enter the text to 
search for. Index entries that include the 
text you typed appear in the matching 
words listed just below. 

C. Click on the Options button and check 
the appropriate boxes to search for 
phrases or to postpone the search until 
you click on the Find Now button. 

0. Click on the Rebuild button to select a 
different set of options for the full-text- 
search index. The cost of a full index that 
includes phrases? About three times more 
disk space. 

E. Why the checkbox next to each topic? If 
you've enabled the option to find similar 
topics, use these boxes to identify topics 
that are close to what you're looking for, 
then click on the Find Similar button. 


GETTING STARTED 

What is it? The Windows 95 Help engine 
handles old and new Help files using a simple 
table of contents that includes excellent 
troubleshooting advice, plus tabs that let you 


Windows 95’s Help files don’t have the answers I’m looking for. Is 
there a more comprehensive resource available? Yes, and if you have 
the CD-ROM version of Windows you already own it. Look for the Windows 95 
Resource Kit, a searchable Help file named Win95rk.hlp, in the Admin\ 
ReskitXHelpfile folder, and copy it to your hard drive. The Resource Kit is also 
available as a thick paperback book for $49.95 from Microsoft Press. 


search indexes. 

What does it do for me? A valuable 
change in Windows 95 is the addition of full- 
text-search indexing, which allows you to 
look for words or phrases within a Help file 
instead of depending on the developer’s 
ability to construct an index. The Windows 
Resource Kit Help file is a powerful 
example of how to get the right answer 
quickly using this feature. 

How do I set it up? Setup is handled 
automatically. The first time you click on the 
Find tab for a new Help file, Windows 
constructs an index of all the words in the file. 
Use the Rebuild button to replace the default 
full-text-search index with a larger one that 
includes words and phrases. 


w I bought the floppy-disk version of Windows. Where can I get the 
u extras that come with the CD version, including the Resource Kit? All 

g the missing Windows files are available on Microsoft’s Web site, www 
.microsoft.com/windows/software/cdextras.htm. 

O 

I’m trying to search the Help File for a two-word phrase, but Windows 
g returns all entries that contain either word. How do I narrow the 
search? By default, the Windows 95 Help engine creates a full-text index that 
^ supports word searches. If you create an index that includes phrases as well, 

it it will occupy significantly more space-the Resource Kit's index, for example, 

^ balloons from 900K to nearly 4MB. To change the index, launch Help, click on 
the Find tab, then click on the Rebuild button. 

< 

I have a problem that’s not covered in the Help files or the Resource 
Kit. Where do I look next? Try the Microsoft Knowledge Base. It’s available 
on the TechNet CD, on The Microsoft Network and CompuServe [GO MSKB), 
and via a searchable page on the World Wide Web, at www.microsoft 
H .com/kb/. Some ofme postings are strictly informational, like Article Q141602, 

2 the official “List of Confirmed Bugs in Windows 95.” But others include point¬ 
ers to patches and instructions for workarounds. 


3 I’m having trouble tracking down what’s causing my problem. Where 
^ should I look first? Click on the Start button and choose Help. Expand the 
Troubleshooting entry on the Contents tab and see if your problem is listed 
111 there. These Q&A-style troubleshooters, complete with hot buttons to jump 
g straight to configuration dialog boxes, are an excellent way to make sure you 

have asked all the right questions. 
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Prepare to push your PC into the next dimension with chip and Diamonds optimized drivers and InControl 
Stealth 3D from Diamond. The first in a superior Tools—you'll gain a whole new perspective on speed. 


line of affordable Plug and Play 3D accelerators with 
outrageously fast 2D graphics, vivid 3D animation 
and striking MPEG video playback—from the market 
leader in high-performance graphics subsystems. 
Stealth 3D dramatically improves graphics-intensive 
business applications, action games and overall 
system performance through greater resolution, 
millions of colors and extreme speeds. With optimum 
64-bit graphics acceleration, lightning-fast response 
rates, Silicon Magic RAM technology, S3's ViRGE 


Stealth 3D runs under Windows® 95, Windows® 
NT 3.51 and DOS operating systems and will 
be compatible with future 3D applications for 
Windows 95 using Microsoft® DirectX APIs. Plus, 
it comes bundled with Interplay's Descent* 1 II and 
Sony's Destruction Derby". So, if you're ready to 
speed in three dimensions contact Diamond at 
http://www.diamondmm.com and get everything 
you need to launch into the future of 3D graphics 
acceleration, today. 


Stealth 

3D 

ACCttEHAIED 


Look for these logos on a 
new class of applications 
designed to take advantage 
of Stealth 3D graphics. 



For more information, I 
contact Diamond at 
http://www.diamondmm.com/spccj 



24-Hour Fax-On-Demand: 1-800-380-0030 ♦ 1-800-4-MULTIMEDIA 

respective holders. ‘Windows® 95 performance tests conducted by Diamond Multimedia Systems, Inc. using Ziff-Davis' WinBench® 96 v. 1.0 on a Micron Millennia™ with Intel® Pentium™ 166MHz CPU, 256K RAM cache. 16MB fl 
EDO RAM. and I GB hard disk, EIDE controller, and 256 disk cache. The following products were tested: Stealth 3D 2000, 2MB DRAM, driver v. 4.02.012, 4/19/96, Matrox Millennium™. 2MB WRAM. v. 2.22.039, 2/19/96, Hercules ■ 
Graphite Terminator 64/Video. 2MB DRAM. v. 4.51. 2/16/96, ATI Video Xpression™, 2MB DRAM, v. 2.12. 1/26/96, all at 800x600(LF) at 24 bit at 75Hz except Hercules at 32 bit. 
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CD-ROM Support: IDE and SCSI Setup Secrets 



A. Plug and Play should handle the 
configuration details for most CD-ROM 
drives. To change the default settings, 
open the Device Manager and find the 
drive entry in the outline-style list. 

B. The Target ID and logical unit number 
are shown for SCSI drives. For IDE-based 
CD-ROM drives, both of these values are 0. 

C. Firmware is the control software 
that's hard-coded onto the drive 
circuitry. If your CD-ROM drive won’t 
play music CDs properly, you may need 
a firmware upgrade. 

D. Don’t be fooled by the vaguely technical 
label here. Remove the checkmark from 
this box to disable AutoPlay, a feature 
that automatically runs certain types of 
CDs, including the Windows 95 disc. 

E. By default, these boxes are empty and 
your CD-ROM drive is assigned the first 
available drive letter. To ensure that you 
can always access the drive with the 
same drive letter, fill in both of these 
boxes with identical entries. 


SETTING STARTED 


What is it? Out of the box, Windows 95 
provides support for SCSI and IDE CD-ROM 
drives, as well as proprietary interfaces from 
Panasonic, Mitsumi, Sony, and others. 

What does it do for me? Protected-mode 
CD-ROM drivers handle disk caching 
automatically. They also allow you to play 
audio CDs and automatically install and run 
CD-ROMs (especially games and 
home/consumer titles) that include an 
AutoPlay information file. 

How do I set it up? Use the Add Hardware 
wizard to install support for a CD-ROM 
drive. If the drive is not supported by 
Windows 95, you may need to use the DOS- 
style CONFIG.SYS driver and MSCDEX 
program. Additional configuration options, 
including the ability to specify a drive letter 
for a CD-ROM drive, are available in the 
Device Manager. Click on the CD-ROM 
drive entry and then on the Properties button 
to access these settings. 
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Windows 95 automatically plays some CD-ROMs as soon as I insert 
them. How do I prevent this? To disable the AutoPlay feature for a 
CD, hold down the Shift key as you insert the disc into the player. To dia^™ 
AutoPlay permanently, open the Control Panel, double-click on the Sys 
icon, then switch to the Device Manager tab. Expand the CD-ROM bra 
and select your CD player. Click on the Properties button, and then on the 
Settings tab. Remove the check mark from the box labeled Auto Insert Noti¬ 
fication and close the Device Manager. 


How do I change the drive letter of my CD-ROM? Follow the instructions 
in the previous answer and navigate to the Device Manager, then to the Set¬ 
tings tab for your CD player. In the section at the bottom of the dialog box, 
enter the desired drive letter in the boxes labeled Start Drive Letter and End 
Drive Letter. For a single CD-ROM drive, these entries should be identical. 


Why can’t I access my CD-ROM drive in MS-DOS mode? Your CD-ROM 
drive should always be available for MS-DOS windows you launch from 
within Windows 95. When you boot directly to a command prompt or switch 
to the special MS-DOS mode, the protected-mode CD-ROM driver is not 
available. To use the CD-ROM drive, add the real-mode device driver (typi¬ 
cally included with your CD-ROM drive) in CONFIG.SYS and load MSCDEX.EXE, 
found in the Windows\Command folder. It’s an excellent idea to make sure 
both files are available bh your startup disk as well. 

How do I know whether I’m using MSCDEX or not? Open the My Com¬ 
puter window and switch to Details view. If the display tells you the CD-ROM 
is using exactly 127MB, that’s a sure sign MSCDEX is running. Otherwise, it’s 
most likely the protected-mode drivers have kicked in. 


^ Does Windows 95 provide support for CD-ROM changers? Microsoft 
recommends that you stick with real-mode drivers for most CD changers. 
111 Otherwise, each time you launch the Windows Explorer or open a folder 
g; window, Windows 95 shuffles through all the discs in the changer to see 
their current contents. Depending on the number of discs in the changer, 
that can cause a significant delay. 
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• Other 2D • Imagineer™ 

Drawing Tools Technical 


Draw your own conclusion. 


Iraagineer’s easy-to-use drawing tools and 
intuitive on-screen feedback render other 
drawing programs obsolete. Intergraph 
Imagineer™ Technical lets you create precision 
2D drawings with half the mouse-clicks, 
keystrokes and command changes of most 
drawing software. 

Designed for Windows® 95 and Windows NT® 
Imagineer makes it easy to combine drawings 
with text files, spreadsheets, presentations 



and more. Imagineer also works with AutoCAD 
and MicroStation® files - no complicated 
translation required. 

You’ll find Imagineer makes drawing 
simpler than you ever imagined. Order 
Imagineer Technical today or test drive it 
with a free evaluation CD and draw your 
own conclusion. Special competitive 
upgrade and CAD companion 
pricing available. 




I INTgGRAPH , 

Imagineer 

^Technical 


Precision drawing made easy. 


$495 


Mention Priority Code C08 

Visit our Web site for exciting 
information and contest offerings: 
www.intergraph.com/iss/draw 


INTERGRAPH 
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Hardware: Automatically Install New Add-ins 



A. Right-click on the My Computer icon and 
choose Properties to see details about 
installed hardware. The Hardware Profiles 
tab is intended for use on notebook PCs 
with docking stations. 

B. Click on the plus sign to expand a 
branch. Each installed hardware device has 
its own entry and icon in the hardware tree. 

C. The red X over a device icon means it is 
currently disabled. The yellow exclamation 
point means there is a configuration 
problem— a missing driver or resource 
conflict, for example. 

D. Click on the Properties button to view or 
change settings, driver, and resource 
information for each device. To resolve a 
resource conflict, click here and choose 
the Resource tab. 

E. Gearheads can view and save detailed 
configuration information. Click on the 
Print button to produce a hard copy of 
details for a single branch or the entire 
system (you’ll need lots of paper). 


GETTING STARTED 


What is it? The Plug and Play code in 
Windows 95 takes most of the mystery out of 
installing new hardware devices, and there’s a 
huge selection of driver software that handles 
the majority of legacy devices. 

What does it do for me? Because 
protected-mode drivers for most common 
hardware devices are included with the base 
operating system, most users don’t need to 
mess with CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT. 
The Device Manager provides a convenient 
central location for renewing and managing 
hardware settings. 

How do I set it up? At startup, Windows 
95 will normally detect hardware that 
conforms to the Plug and Play specification 
and automatically install and configure 
drivers for each device. Use the Control 
Panel’s Add New Hardware wizard to install 
support for all other devices. To see a list of 
all the hardware on your PC, right-click on 
the My Computer icon, choose Properties, 
and click on the Device Manager tab. 
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Windows 95 does not have a driver for my new piece of hardware.! How 

do I use it? Check with the manufacturer to see whether a Windows 95 driver 
is available. If not, you’ll have to make do with the older real-mode drivers l^e 
downside is a potential degradation of system performance and less i ouvatv- 
tional memory for DOS boxes. 

My older sound card is supported by Windows 95, but Setup did not 
detect it. How do I install it? Install the real-mode drivers that came with 
the sound card, then run the Add New Hardware wizard again. If the system 
doesn’t detect your sound card, look through the list of installed hardware 
in the Device Manager, click on the Properties button for each one, then 
check for conflicts on the Resources tab. 

How do I know whether all of my real-mode drivers were replaced 
successfully? Right-click on the My Computer icon again, and this time 
click on the Performance tab. The information in the center of the dialog box 
tells you whether any crucial system components are running with the sup¬ 
port of real-mode drivers. The three buttons at the bottom of the box allow 
you to tweak advanced settings. 

I need to turn off a built-in piece of hardware, and Windows won’t let 

me. Sometimes Plug and Play is a little too efficient for its own good. If your 

system includes a resource (such as a serial port!) that you want tp iiisable, 
open therControl Panel’s System applet, click on the Device Itiianager tab, 
and select the device. Click on the Propertieabutton and uncheck the Orig¬ 
inal Configuration box on the bottom of the General tab. A red Xwill cover the 
icon in the Device Manager. 

How can I see an inventory of all the IRQs, DMA channels, and other 
hardware settings used by my computer? Open the Device Manager 
and select the Computer icon at the top of the tree. Now click on the Proper¬ 
ties button. To save a hard-copy listing of all system settings, click on the Print 
button. To reserve an IRQ or other setting so that Windows 95 doesn’t use it, 
click on the Reserve Resources tab and then on the Add button. 
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Introducing Agent 95", the performance companion for Windows® 95 that automatically alerts you to bottlenecks, 1 
memory hogs and situations that cost you time and aggravation. Agent 95 includes four “agents” that work in I 
real time to help you maximize your PC’s performance and RAM compression. Prevent slowdowns and ^ 
take the guesswork out of your system’s performance. Look for Agent 95 at computer stores everywhere. I 

For information call 1.800.571.7558 or visit www.connectix.com. Conneetix 


Agent 95. Prevent big slowdowns. 

Circle 184 on reader service card. 











| Instant Windows 95 Expert 


Windows Registry: More Startup Secrets 


A. Most settings are changed using Control 
Panel applets or by application setup files. 
To change settings manually, open the 
Windows folder and run Regedit.exe. 

B. Settings are stored in keys (shown in the 
left pane), which in turn contain values 
(shown in the right pane). To add or edit a 
key or value, right-click on an entry. 

C. There are six root keys, each beginning 
with the letters HKEY. The H tells 
developers that the key is a handle to 
access system resources. 

D. Information about the current hardware 
is stored in H KEY_LOCAL_M ACHIN E. 
This information includes settings gathered 
by the Plug and Play code in Windows 95, as 
well as preferences the user enters, such 
as the local time zone. 

E. Information about users with profiles 
set up on the system is stored in 
HKEYJJSERS. Specific information 
about the user currently logged on is 
found in HKEY_CURRENT_USER. 
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What is it? The Windows Registry is the 
mother of all INI files. Literally assembled 
each time you start your PC, its contents are 
gathered from Plug and Play events, settings 
files for the machine (System .dat) and the 
user (User.dat), and in some cases system 
policies enforced from a network file server. 
Windows keeps a hidden backup copy of both 
crucial DAT files in the Windows folder with 
the extension DAO. 

What does it do for me? Windows 95 uses 
the Registry to manage virtually all your 
hardware and software settings. Most 
Windows 95 applications now add entries 
here rather than in private INI files that clutter 
up the Windows folder. 
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How do I set it up? Most Registry settings 
are changed via Control Panel applets. 
Poking around with the help of the Registry 
Editor can be informative, but think twice 
before making any changes: A corrupt 
Registry can ruin your entire month. 


Do I still need CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT? Only if you have a piece of 

hardware that requires a driver not included with Windows 95. Most of the 
common CONFIG.SYS entries, including drivers for CD-ROM players, sound 
cards, and SCSI adapters, load as 32-bit protected-mode drivers and don’t 
require any conventional memory. With newer systems, you’re unlikeiylo 
need either of these startup files. 

Then can I delete Windows 3.Vs WIN.INI and SYSTEM.INI files? Bad idea. 
For compatibility reasons, Windows 95 maintains pared-down versions of 
both these files, and older 16-bit Windows applications still record prefer¬ 
ences and settings here. If you delete either one, Windows will create a new 
version containing default settings the next time you boot up, and your 16-bit 
Windows apps will lose all the preferences you’ve set up. 

How do I boot to a command prompt? You can interrupt the Windows 95 
boot process and display a menu of startup options by pressing the F8 key as 
soon as you see the “Starting Windows 95” message. To make sure you always 
stop at this menu before continuing into Windows, modify a hidden startup file, 
MSDOS.SYS, that you’ll find in the root directory. Add the line BootMenu=1 
under the [Options] heading. (Complete documentation for the MSDOS.SYS file 
is in the Windows 95 Resource Kit.) 

I upgraded to Windows 95. Can I still boot DOS or Windows 3.1? That 
depends on the choices you made when you installed the Windows upgrade. 
If ydu left MS-DOS on yoursystem, you can boot to the previous version of DOS 
using the F8 startup menu. For even quicker access, add the line BootMultM 
to the [Options] section of MSDOS.SYS and you can invoke good ol’ DOS by 
pressing F4 when you see the “Starting Windows 95” prompt. 


g, How can I tell if my PC is using any real-mode drivers? When you see the 

Windows 95 logo, press the Esc key (you may need to do it twice) and watch 
UJ the messages. As a final check, right-click on the My Computer icon, choose 
K Properties, and look on the Performance tab. You can tell at a glance whether 

any crucial tasks are being run by 16-bit code. 
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Shutting Down: Exit INindows Safely 



A. It’s not exactly intuitive, so trust us: 
Click on the Start button to shut down. 
Notebooks with Advanced Power 
Management also offer a Suspend 
option here. 

B. Use the Shut Down option before 
turning off all power to your PC. This 
option closes open files and prompts you 
to save any files that have changed. 

C. The Restart option gracefully closes all 
running programs, then reboots your PC. 
Hold down the Shift key to bypass the 
Power-On Self-Test, which is equivalent 
to a warm boot. 

D. To run a balky DOS application, 
restart in MS-DOS mode. Properties for 
DOS programs allow you to specify 
unique startup files, including device 
drivers, for each one. 

E. If you're connected to a network, 
log In as a different user to quickly 
restart Windows without going through 
the entire boot cycle. 
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What is it? Unlike Windows 3.1, Windows 
95 allows you to shut down or restart using 
menu commands. If you’ve enabled user 
profiles or installed a network client, 
you’ll also have an option to log in with a 
different user name. 
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What does it do for me? Because of Plug 
and Play, the startup and shutdown routines 
are far more important in Windows 95 than 
they were in the days of DOS and Windows 
3.1. Shutting down properly allows 
Windows to close work in progress, tidy 
up open files, and write configuration 
information to the Windows Registry. 

How do I set it up? The Shut Down and 
Restart options are enabled by default when 
you install Windows 95. A third option, to 
shut down all running programs and reboot 
in MS-DOS mode, is also available. You 
can modify the default settings for MS-DOS 
mode by editing the properties of the 
MS-DOS application. 
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There’s no Suspend option on my notebook’s Start menu. Hot 
make it appear? Open the Power applet in the Control Panel. At the 
of the dialog box you’ll see options to show the Suspend menu choice 
various configurations. 
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I like my desktop exactly as it is. How do I not save desktop settings on 
shutdown? The solution may be more bother than the problem. First, enable 
system policies. To do so, open the Passwords applet in the Control Panel, go 
to the User Profiles tab, and check the box labeled Users Can Customize Their 
Preferences. Next, install the System Policy Editor [found in the \Admin\App- 
tools\Poledit folder of the Windows 95 CD]. Use the Policy Editor app to mod¬ 
ify the Default User profile-look under System, Restrictions, and place a 
check mark in the Don’t Save Settings at Exit box. 


How do I change the Windows 95 shutdown logos? Two files in the Win¬ 
dows folder contain the logos used at shutdown. LOGOW.SYS is the screen that 
says, “Please wait while your computer shuts down.” LOGOS.SYS contains the 
“It’s now safe to turn off your computer" message. Despite the extensions, 
both files are actually bitmaps that can be edited using Microsoft's Paint. Make 
a backup copy, and don’t change the size or resolution of either image. Save the 
edited files to the same name, and the new logos will appear at shutdown. 

What is MS-DOS mode and how do I use it? For DOS applications that 
simply Won't run under Windows 95, use MS-DOS mode, which’ effectively 
throws your system into the equivalent of real-mode DOS. All running Win¬ 
dows and DOS applications are shut down when you switch into MS-DOS 
mode. To return to Windows, type EXIT at the command prompt To fine-tune 
MS-DOS mode settings, right-click on the DOS program icon, choose Prop¬ 
erties, and on the Program tab click on the Advanced button. 


It sometimes takes several reboots when I’m trying to reconfigure 
m part of my system. How can I speed up the reboot process? To bypass 
g slow parts of the boot process, select Shut Down, choose Restart, and press 
Shift as you click on OK. 
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3D XPRESSION 

See the difference 


f REE Thfi 
;auDEs Affordable 

3 D 3 gSaes Graphics 

Upgrade to 

Play Games, Watch 

Videos, Explore the 

Internet & Work in 

Windows 95 


ATI 3D XPRESSION VERSION 


Why spend money on just 
graphics accelerator, 
when you can get it all 
with the 3D XPRESSION ... 
oetter performance, superior 
graphics, TV-quality video, 
and powerful 3D acceleration. 
Get awesome application 


STANDARD VERSION 


Visit our Web site for further 
details and other product info. 


ATI TECHNOLOGIES INC. 

33 Commerce Valley Drive Eos) 
Thornhill, Ontario, Canada L3T 7N6 


Telephone: 

Facsimile: 

CompuServe: 

Faxlnfo: 


(905) 882-2600 
(905) 882-2620 
GOATITECH 
(905) 882-2600 (press #2) 


ww.atifech.ca 


TECHNOLOGIES INC. 


Perfecting the PC 


.ATI, 3D XPRESSION and 3D RAGE i 


ed trademark of J 
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We’re not suggesting that you buy one of our new 10/100 PC 
Cards in the interest of petty one-upmanship. Buy one 
because it’s the only way to connect a notebook to 100Base-TX 
Fast Ethernet networks. I The CreditCard Ethernet Adapter 
10/100 comes in two versions, Ready and Upgradable. The 
10/100-Ready senses your network speed and adjusts itself 
automatically to both 10Mbps and 100Mbps networks. I And, 
if you’d like to move to 100Mbps Fast Ethernet in the future, 
we offer the 10/100-Upgradable for the price of 10Mbps. It 
connects at 10Mbps now and upgrades to 100Mbps with the 
simple addition of a new cable. I Both are compatible with 
a wide variety of networks, including NetWare, Windows 95 
and Windows NT, and offer Xircom’s 30-day money-back 
compatibility guarantee. I To find out more, visit our Web site at http://www.xircom.com..Or give us a call 


1-800-882-4019 and order a CreditCard Ethernet 10/100 Intro Kit. Before one of your co-workers does. 


















% 




WIRELESS 
LAN ACCESS 



The CreditCard Ethernet Adapter 10/100-Ready Intro Kit for $169.00 * 
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It’s all here! 
PC Computing’s 
exclusive Windows 95 
software guide to 
essential—and 
entertaining—home and 
office applications. 


Windows 95 

BUYERS’ GUIDE 

In This Issue: 

• Hijaak Graphics Suite 95 • Discovery Channel Connections 

• ASAP WordPower 1.95 • Photoimpact 3.0 • Financial Tune-Up 

• The Plains & Santa Fe Collections • Exploring Word Pro 96 

• Tony La Russa Baseball 3 • WinWay Resume 4.0 

• Natural Stress Relief • Visual Staff Scheduler Pro • 3D Movie Maker 

• Internet Starter Kit • Totally Twisted • Maps and Data 

• Multimedia Dogs 2.0 • Flow Charting PDQ • EarthTime2.0 

J Go buy it! ^ Good, but limited. fl Stop! Buyer, beware. 
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powerful new world of interactive communication. 


Create and send 
VMail™ over the 
Internet 



Video Answering 
Machine 


Whether your friends and family are halfway around the world or just down the street, 
AudioVision lets you see them face-to-face with eye-popping live digital video. Just add a 
popular digital camera such as those from Connectix or Vivitar (or even a camcorder with 
video capture board) to your PC with AudioVision, and you now have a powerful digital 
video phone that can communicate using two-way live video and audio sessions. 

Unsurpassed performance and innovative features. AudioVision was designed tc 
run well over standard telephone lines, thanks to its powerful compression technology. In 
fact, it’s as much as three times faster than other products. AudioVision is also the only 
product to offer VMail™ which allows you to record and send video e-mail messages 
Internet that any Windows ui 
fer makes AudioVision the pe 
too. But let’s face it, AudioVision is just plain cool and will forever change communication. 1 

Buy AudioUision now and connect a friend for $40 off. inside every AudioVision 1 
box is a coupon for $40 off the purchase price of another copy of AudioVision. Once you try I 
it, you’ll want to hook up your friends, family, 
colleagues - everybody - and let them all see what 
they’ve only heard before. A Better Way to Communicate. 


Works with popular 
digital cameras and 
camcorders 


the 

Simultaneous, real-time file trans- 
usiness communications solution, 


SmithMicrocw 

SOFTWARE luM I 


n the Web at tuwiv.smithmicro.com or call 800-964-7674for a dealer near you. 

:ro Software, Inc., 51 Columbia, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 
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, bother with costly hard- 
ware when 50 bucks gets you 
Hurricane - the highest-rated utility in its 
category? (And it's a cinch to install.) 

Hurricane replaces virtual memory, 
Well slows you to a crawl) by hunting down 
unused memory. Its RAM Expander™ 
compresses RAM for improved Windows 95 
performance. Its WinPack™ compresses a 
urogram to reclaim its memory at the click of 
/our mouse. And for Windows 3.x Heap 
Expander™ provides unlimited resources 
U deons up after applications. In fact, 
prricone incorporates an entire arsenal of 

S hancing utilities which install (or 
automatically, and are guaranteed 
'to hove your system operating at peak 
| speed. Yes, Hurricane will 

B lfn accelerate your computing 
iy N even if you have tons of RAM. 

Bil When it comes to 
Hurricane, the experts are 
unanimous: 

PC Magazine raves: 
"Mane whirls Windows performance to 
flffll heights"."It is essential equipment for 
today's Windows PC."' "Nothing else come 

Circle 379 on reader service card. 



Sure there are 
alternatives to 
ticane... 


HURRICANE™ isn't the only way to signifi¬ 
cantly speed up your PC's performance and 
make it possible to run many, many programs 
at once... 

...It's just the only way that makes sense. 

A CPU upgrade will give you about the 
same 20-30% performance improvement as 
Hurricane. But at $500, it's ten times the cost 
and a #@%?! to install. 

Then again, you could install more RAM 
for the relatively bargain price of just $250. 
But that's still five times the price of Hurricane 
(and a degree in computer engineering 
wouldn't hurt). 


close to letting us load and run so many 
applications at once... hands-down the best 
package around." 1 Windows Magazine 
is in awe: "Hurricane is a veritable 
HoudinL.the difference 


is definitive: "Hurricane provides the 
best performance ," 4 The Christian 
Science Monitor gushes: "...There's a 
new star on the horizon. Hurricane allowed 
me to load 14 of my favorite programs at 
the same time." 1 Computer Shopper 
gets to the bottom line: "Hurricane offers the 
most bang for the buck." 6 

Unless you have hundreds of dollars 
burning a hole in your pocket (and need to 
tinker with the innards of your PC) get your 
Hurricane today. It's available at your 
favorite software dealer, or direct from Helix at 
1-888-795-1200. If you're not 100% 
thrilled, return within 60 days for a full refund. 

Phone: 718-392-3100 Internet http://www.helixsoftware.com 


'9/26/95 ’2/20/96 *9/95 *10/95 *12/12/95 ‘11/95 
© 1996 Helix Software Co. All rights reserved. 
















"P&Cje$c.M Color is per {*cf for *mII 
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love if!" 


Samantha Kostecki 

Small Business Owner/Realtor 


High resolution, 24 bit color or 256 
Grayscale —printed or on scree 
the fastest in its class. 


Integrated Xerox® TextBr/dge® for 
Logitech will even 'read’ text directly 
your wordprocessor for editing. 


Whether you manage a small office or work right out of your home, Logitech PageScan Color is the perfect scanner for 
you. It includes fully integrated software offering personal document management, faxing, copying, optical character 
recognition and color scanning. It's easy to set up and use, very powerful and designed to be a partner in your 
business. For FaxBack information call: 1-800-245-0000, Document 4046. Or phone 1-800-936-0083 
for more information.Visit Logitech and PageScan Color @ http://www.logitech.com 

One<lick operation to scan, type, Scan sheets or bound Flatbed capability in a compact The only color sheet-fed scanner to plug 

file, copy, or fax. materials in no timel size that fits neatly next into any PC parallel port no need 

to your PC. to open your PC. 
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WINDOWS 95 


Quarterdeck and Discovery Channel Multimedia More reviews on page 198 


GRAPHICS UTILITY 


HiJaak Graphics Suite 95 


H When it comes to business graphics, looks are every¬ 
thing. And if you’re running Windows 95 and work 
extensively with graphical images, you’d be wise to 
invest in Quarterdeck’s HiJaak Graphics Suite 95. 
This utility includes all the graphics tools you need to create 
and edit graphics in more than 75 image formats. It also 
includes a clip-art library of more than 10,000 images. The 
program is 32-bit and OLE 2.0-compliant, so you can easily 
drag and drop files between applications. 



HiJaak is composed of 
four modules: Capture, 

Paint, Scan, and Sketch. 

Capture lets you grab 
screens easily in almost any 
image format. Paint is a use¬ 
ful, but basic utility for con¬ 
verting images into different 
formats and adding special 
effects such as textures, fil¬ 
ters, and 3-D. Scan is a tool 
that lets you quickly 
import scanned images, and 
Sketch lets you access the 

clip-art library and create your own sketch images. 

Unlike stand-alone graphics utilities such as JASC’s Paint 
Shop Pro or Inner Media’s Collage, HiJaak Graphics Suite 
combines four applications that you can access from one 
interface. And when you register the product, Quarterdeck 
will send you a cool morphing utility called HiJaak Morph. 

All told, Quarterdeck’s HiJaak Graphics Suite 95 is a great 
bargain at $149. If you do a lot of graphics work on your 
desktop, you’ll be drawn to HiJaak. RICH SCHWERIN 


HiJaak Graphics 
Suite 95 

Pros: Well-integrated, 
easy-to-use graphics utility 
at a sweet price. 

Cons: Better have at least 
35MB of hard disk space. 
Verdict: Your best choice 
for creating and manipulating 
graphics under Windows 95. 

$149 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(800] 638-6696, (310] 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 768 


Recomputing professional discount order form 



As a professional involved with computers, you are entitled 
to a reduced rate on PC Computing. Return this form to 
receive PC Computing for up to 68% off the newsstand price. 
BONUS SOFTWARE: The Magic for Windows® CD-ROM -- FREE with 
your paid subscription. 

Check one: □ 1 year (12 issues) for $16.97 — SAVE 64% 

□ 2 years (24 issues) for $29.97 — SAVE 68% 


Name (Please Print) 4SET1 

Company 




City State Zip 


REPLY REQUESTED _RETURN THIS FORM TO GUARANTEE SAVINGS. 


Annual newsstand price: $47.40. Non-U.S. add $16.00 per year. U.S. funds only. 
□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill me later. Canadian GST included. Please allow up to 30 days for shipment of first issue. 

Software requires Windows® 3.1, running on a 386 or better, with 6MB RAM or 
more. FREE software will be shipped upon payment. 
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P&cjeZcM Color is perftcf for wall 
business... if s easier and more versatile 
than 'flatbed stagers. I love if!' 


Samantha Kostecki 

Small Business Owner/Realtor 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


PCComputing 

PO Box 50253 
Boulder, CO 80321-0253 


Check out our Web site — 

http://www.pccomputing.com 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 66 BOULDER, CO 
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Quarterdeck and Discovery Channel Multimedia More reviews on page 198 


GRAPHICS UTILITY 


HiJaak Graphics Suite 95 


HiJaak Graphics 


R When it comes to business graphics, looks are every¬ 
thing. And if you’re running Windows 95 and work 
extensively with graphical images, you’d be wise to 
invest in Quarterdeck’s HiJaak Graphics Suite 95. 
This utility includes all the graphics tools you need to create 
and edit graphics in more than 75 image formats. It also 
includes a clip-art library of more than 10,000 images. The 
program is 32-bit and OLE 2.0-compliant, so you can easily 
drag and drop files between applications. 



HiJaak is composed of 
four modules: Capture, 

Paint, Scan, and Sketch. 

Capture lets you grab 
screens easily in almost any 
image format. Paint is a use¬ 
ful, but basic utility for con¬ 
verting images into different 
formats and adding special 
effects such as textures, fil¬ 
ters, and 3-D. Scan is a tool 
that lets you quickly 
import scanned images, and 
Sketch lets you access the 
clip-art library and create your own sketch images. 

Unlike stand-alone graphics utilities such as JASC’s Paint 
Shop Pro or Inner Media’s Collage, HiJaak Graphics Suite 
combines four applications that you can access from one 
interface. And when you register the product, Quarterdeck 
will send you a cool morphing utility called HiJaak Morph. 

All told, Quarterdeck’s HiJaak Graphics Suite 95 is a great 
bargain at $149. If you do a lot of graphics work on your 
desktop, you’ll be drawn to HiJaak. rich schwerin 


Suite 95 

Pros: Well-integrated, 
easy-to-use graphics utility 
at a sweet price. 

Cons: Better have at least 
35MB of hard disk space. 
Verdict: Your best choice 
for creating and manipulating 
graphics under Windows 95. 

$149 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(8003 638-6696, (310] 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 768 


MULTIMEDIA ENTERTAINMENT/EDUCATION 

Connections 

B Discovery Channel addicts know James Burke well. 
He’s the perky British science guru who introduces 
viewers to the intricacies of history, technology, 
society, and ideas. Discovery Channel Multimedia 
brings you Connections, a CD-ROM that combines mul¬ 
timedia with the history and technology of Western civi¬ 
lization in a game that’s like a journey through time. 

You begin in the English countryside outside a 
medieval castle, near a hovel and some merchants’ shops. 
Explore the area and you run into Burke, who informs 




you that the “Web”—a vast 
interconnection of people, 
thoughts, events, and things 
that make up history—is 
coming apart. Before van¬ 
ishing, Burke provides 
some direction, and then 
it’s up to you to save the 
Web. Throughout your 
adventures, you meet inter¬ 
esting historical characters, 
from well-known inven¬ 
tors like James Watt to sim¬ 
ple palace guards. 

The game is part adventure and part mystery. Every¬ 
thing is connected to everything else—that’s the motto. 
And while you initially seem to be dealing with a mish¬ 
mash of history and technology, it all makes perfect sense 
before you’re done, not unlike Burke’s television series. 

The interface is simple to master, with full-motion video 
and easy-to-access controls. With a cool soundtrack to boot, 
Connections is nothing short of absorbing, guaranteed to 
hold your interest through hours of play. MICHAEL BANKS 


Pros: Player interface, 
full-motion video, and 
soundtrack are excellent. 
Cons: You’ll put your life 
on hold while you play. 
Verdict: James Burke fans, 
rejoice. Never heard of him? 
Pick up this CD anyway. You 
won’t be disappointed. 

$50 list price 

Discovery Channel Multimedia 
(8003 678-3343 
Reader Service No. 769 
























You’ll Wonder 
Why You Ever Went to 
Statistics Class 

STATGRAPHICS* Plus for Windows 



Because STATGRAPHICS Plus for Windows 
packs everything you need to know about statis¬ 
tics into one easy-to-use package. We've filled it to 
the brim with exciting features you won't find any¬ 
where else. Like menus that guide you through even 
the most complex analyses. Eye-popping graphics 
designed to be so interactive they practically read 
your mind. And our convenient StatGallery that 
allows you to print graphics and text on the same 
page to produce boss-pleasing reports and presenta¬ 
tions every time — on time. 


Whether or not you ever took a statistics class, you'll fin 
yourself mastering everything from regression analysis 
ANOVA. But if you need a refresher course, our revolutii 
ary new StatAdvisor will help you 
interpret your results with a click of the 
mouse. Your analyses will become so 
understandable, you'll think we packed 
your favorite statistics professor in the 
box for you. 

Faster, Easier, 

Smarter 

There's more, too. Like our unique 
StatFolio feature that lets you automat¬ 
ically store and re-run an entire analy¬ 
sis without worrying about writing macros or any complex com¬ 
mands. And support for OLE and DDE that gives you the flexibility to 
share data and results with other Windows applications. And for 
more specialized tasks, you can choose from five optional modules: 
Quality Control, Experimental Design, Time-Series Analysis, Advanced 
Multivariate Methods, and Advanced Regression Models. 


lii a Class by Itself 

Data analysis doesn't get any easier than this. Whether you're a novice 
or an expert, STATGRAPHICS Plus for Windows puts you 
ahead of the class. And it runs under Windows, 

Windows NT, and Windows 95. The choice is 
yours. So call today for all the details. 


800-592-0050 - Ext. 175 


Outside the U.S. - 301-984-5412 
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Instant Interpretations 
from StatAdvisor 




























Saving Location 


mimm 


Location: ftp: //ftp. vocal... ub/iphonel 7. exe 

S aving: C: \N etscape 2.0... am\iphone17. exe 

Status: 704K of 809K (at 9.7K/sec) 

Time Left: 00:00:53 

Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimi 87 * 

; Cancel ~| 


IN 53 SECONDS YOU CAN 
BE TALKING TO ANYONE IN 
THE WORLD. FREE. 


www.vocaltec.com/demo121.htm 


Download a FREE demo of the award-winning Internet Phone today! There’s never been a better time to try this break¬ 
through software from VocalTec. It’s fully cross-platform compatible for Mac and Windows. So if you have Internet access, a 
standard multimedia computer and Internet Phone software, you can have a real-time, full-duplex voice conversation with anyone, 
anywhere in the world, who has the same setup. And it’s FREE, except for your regular 
Internet access charges. Hard to believe? Come see for yourself. PICK UP THE 


For more information on where you can get Internet Phone, call 201-768-9400, 
e-mail: info@vocaltec.com or stop by our Web site or one of the locations listed below. 


VocalTec, Internet Phone and Interi 



INTERNET PHONE 

I VOCALTEC! 

Phone Company are trademarks of VocalTec, Inc. 

software© 
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What kind of person can get 
Hootie & The Blowfish, 
Tori Amos, and Collective Soul 
on his calendar? 


You. And no recording industry experience required. 
Announcing Now Up-to-Date, m the only schedule and 
contact manager that brings you the world of the Web. 

Take off to sites like Atlantic Records. With a single 
drag and drop, you can add your favorite artist’s concert 
dates, even a whole group of 
them, to your calendar. Find 
Tori Amos’ tour date for your 
home town and simply drag it 
into your calendar, along with 
a hot link back to 
| the Atlantic site. 

No typing. 

No extra steps. 

Need someone’s e-mail 
address? Surf over to the 
Four 11 site, where you can 



add it into your Now Up-to-Date address book in 
a single drag and drop operation. 

Got an intranet at work? Now Up-to-Date Web 
Publisher lets you post calendars and address listings 
with absolutely no HTML programming. Everyone 
has easy access to employee directories, client lists 
and project schedules through their Web browser— 
Windows 95, 3.1 and Mac OS alike. 

To download a free trial of Now Up-to-Date, 
visit the Now Software Time Management Network 
at http://www.nowsoft.com/trial7. You’ll find everything 
you need to get started, including links to the growing 
list of Web sites already publishing calendars and 
address books. 

To find out how Now Up-to-Date can , 
get you connected, call 1-800-730-7856. ;p| 

Sunglasses optional. MatfOS SS!' 


\m 


ATLANTIC 


Visit www.atlantic-records.c 

Now drag-and-drop 


any event into 

your personal calendar. 


Now Up-to-Date, the Now Software logo, and “It's about time," are trademarks of Now Software, Inc.; Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corp.; Macintosh 
and Mac OS are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc.; the Atlantic Records logo is a trademark of Atlantic Recording Corporation; Fourlf is a trademark of Fourll Corp. 
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"TriSpectives_deserves the killer-app label!" 

Stanford Diehl, BYTE Magazine, October 1995 



TriSpectives 

* PROFESSIONAL 


The New Standard for 3D 



Visit us on the Internet at http://www.eye.com 


"The next killer app in the 
graphics market!" 

Malcolm Davies, President, Nemetschek Systems, Inc. 


TriSpectives - Professional — the New Standard for 3D — is the first complete 3D design 
program for Windows® 95. By combining unprecedented 3D modeling, illustration and 
animation features, TriSpectives is the ideal solution for all your 3D design needs. 


Use TriSpectives Professional to: 

• Quickly create 3D conceptual models of new designs. 

• Develop detailed parametric 3D models and assemblies to full manufacturing specifications. 

• Design realistic floor plans. 

• Create amazing virtual worlds for the Internet. . 

With TriSpectives you'll design faster, you'll use 3D for more than you can imagine, and you'll 
have fun doing it! 

INCLUDES: 

• Import/export filters for 3DS, AVI, BMP, DFF, DWG, DXL^ 

EPS, GIF, IGES, JPEG, OBJ, PCX, POV, RAW, RTL, SAT, 1 * 

STL (Stereolithography), TGA, TIFF, Visual Basic, & VRMLw 

• 1,000 IntelliShape " 3D models 

• 250 scaleable textures, colors and surface finishes g , ■ 

• 50 document templates 

ACiS 


Contact your local 
retailer for low pricing, or 

order direct from 3D/EYE for: 

$ 549 . 95 * 

1-800-WIN95-3D 

or 716-871-5041 Ext. 6515 

60-Da/ Money-Back Guarantee! 




PC Connection' 

1 - 800 - 800-1111 


‘OSS’plus applicable taxes and shipping. Additional charges may apply far inte 
© 1995,3D/EYE, Inc. TriSpectives, IntelliShape, SmartMotion, SmartDimensions, SmartSnop and SmartRender are trademarks and 3D/EYE is a registered trademark of 3D/EYE, Inc. ACIS® is a registered trademark of 
SPINAL TECHNOLOGY INC. Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. All other product, brand or compnny names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective holders. TS-L013-5609 
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if you think file transfer is all we do, 
you need some time away from the office. 


^ To appreciate how much more LapLinh® 
wi'iStalrss for Windows® 95 has to offer, all you have 
to do is hit the road. 

Wherever you go—across the hall, across 
town or across the country-if you’ve got LapLinh, 
you have everything you need to access anything 
you want on your desktop or your network. 

With this single piece of software, you 
can read and send e-mail, run databases and 
custom applications, synchronize data and, yes, 
even transfer files. 

Since there’s no need to change apps to 
do all these things, there’s no need to hang up 
and redial. And since LapLinh works the same 


way over modems, IPX and TCP/IP networks, 
serial cables, parallel cables, wireless, even the 
Internet, there’s no need to laboriously reconfigure. 

And there s no need to worry about 
compatibility. Our 16-bit version is built ri ght 
into LapLinh for Windows 95, so connecting 
to Windows 3.1 systems is no problem at all. 

By now, you probably can’t wait to get your 
hands on the latest LapLinh. So you’ll be glad to 
know that upgrading-from an earlier LapLinh, 
or from another product altogether-is ridiculously 

inexpensive. Call 800-843-939?. Better yet, 

see your reseller. It’ll give you an excuse to get 
away from the offi ce 


TRMLING 

SOFTWARE 


©1996 Traveling Software, Inc. LapLink is a registered trademark of Traveling Sofh 
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BEST 


12 years of experience”, 

in bringing new products to market will make a company understand 
what is “state of the art”. From multimedia to professional to workstation PCs, 
ProGen® systems feature the latest technologies at the best prices. 
Expect equally solid service and support from ProGen®; ProGen® ProCare features 
a 3-year limited warranty and 1-year on site service*. Feature for feature, dollar for dollar, 
ProGen® Systems offers the best value in the industry. Speak to a ProGen® consultant today and discover the difference. 

* On site service is based on the discredon of ProGen® technical support. 
Leasing Rate will vary pending on State Legislation, and for business or corporate only. 

30-day money-back Guaranteefshipping cost not included) 


ProGen® Discover MPEG 


• Intel PCIset Based Systemboard 

• 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

• 16 MB EDO RAM 

• 2.1 GB Fast EIDE Hard Drive 

• ProGen® GOLD 64V+ 2 MB EDO (S3 Trio 
64V+), MPEG, Cinepok 

• 32 voice WovePlayer PnP sound card 

• 28.8kbps FAX/Modem w/Voicemail 

• Fast 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
« lotus SmartSuite 96 


• 1.44 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 4-device Bus Mastering Enhanced IDE Controller 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD & Monuol 

• 15", ,28dp PnP monitor 

• 104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 

• Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 

• 80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 

• Omni Software Collection^ Titles), L/R Hooded Gome Pod 

• ProGen® ProCare Warranty 



pentium’ 


100MHz g £1509 

133MHz 4/ £1629 
166 MHz JI849 
200 MHz (2049 


® Nova 


• Genuine Intel Performance/VS Systemboord 

• 256K Internal L2 Cache 

• Foster PCI 2.1 compliont & EDO copoble 
82440FX PCIset 

• 32 MB EDO RAM (up to 128 MB) 

• Large Capacity 2.5 GB Fost EIDE Hard Drive 

• Matrox Millennium 3D 1600x1200 
2MB WRAM 

• Super 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 



GOLD 3D 4MB (S3 Virge) add $60 



Creative Labs SoundBlaster 32 PnP 

1.44 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 
33.6kbps FAX/modem 
MS-Windows® NT Workstation v3.51 
17", .26dp PnP monitor 
104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 
Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 
80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 
ProGen® ProCare Warranty 



PENTIUM'PRO 


180 MHz J 3349 
200 MHz * 3449 


We accept VISA, M/C, Discover, & American Express 


Sales Hours: M-F, 6:30 AM. - 7:00 RM. PST 

1 - 800 - 848-1356 

Customer Service: 1-800-848-8767 
M-F, 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. PST 


ProGen® Technology, Inc. 

©1996 ProGen® Technology, Inc. Inte 


15501 Redhill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92680 Ph: 714/566-9200 Fax: 714/566-9267 BBS: 714/566-9255 E-Mail: progen@ix.netcom.com. 
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■ Software Publishing and Ulead Systems More reviews on P a g e2o 4 

PRESENTATION GRAPHICS 


ASAP WordPower 1.95 


H Everyone wants great-looking presentations, but 
who has the time or energy to learn a complicated 
presentation package? Software Publishing Corpo¬ 
ration’s (SPC) ASAP WordPower 1.95 proves that 
the best presentation graphics program isn’t always the 
one with the most bells and whistles. 

You won’t find fancy collaboration or multimedia fea¬ 
tures in ASAP WordPower, just the basics for quickly creat¬ 
ing great presentations. Use it as a stand-alone application or 
with your word processor. Its intelligent formatting lets you 


instantly convert outlined 
text from your word proces¬ 
sor into slides. Or, if you’re 
starting from scratch, just 
type in your text, click on 
the Preview tab, and select 
from 22 predesigned lay¬ 
outs, 14 designs, and 18 
color schemes. It also 
imports pictures, logos, 
sounds, and PowerPoint 7.0 
presentations and slides. 

You can’t create data 
charts in ASAP, but you 
can insert charts from appli¬ 
cations such as Microsoft’s Excel or SPC’s Harvard 
ChartXL. While it can’t handle the sophisticated multime¬ 
dia effects of full-featured presentation products like Har¬ 
vard Graphics, ASAP WordPower is ideal for those who 
need to create no-fuss presentations right away. Want to try 
before you buy? Download a free 30-day trial version of 
ASAP WordPower from a link at www.pccomputing.com 
orfromwww.spco.com. LIESL LA GRANGE NOBLE 


ASAP WordPower 
1.95 

Pros: Build a sensational 
presentation in minutes. 
Cons: Design templates 
are a bit inflexible; no 
built-in chart functions. 
Verdict: Creating 
presentations doesn’t get 
any easier than this. 

$99 est. street price 
Software Publishing Corp. 
[800] 336-8360 
Reader Service No. 770 



IMAGE EDITOR 


Photolmpact3.0 


|||1 Don’t let your desktop-publishing efforts and Web 
ipi pages disappear into the vast desert of underwhelming 
Ml designs. Give them some punch with Photoimpact 
189 3.0, a photo-editing package from Ulead Systems. 
Photoimpact is powerful and extremely easy to use. It han¬ 
dles many of the same effects that loftier image editors like 
Adobe’s Photoshop do—but costs much less. 

The AutoProcess Tools provide one-click straightening, 



cropping, and focusing. 

For editing images, it has 
contrast, brightness, and 
moire controls. It’s also 
simple to choose special 
effects. The EasyPalette 
window displays each 
installed effect in thumb¬ 
nail previews. Select one 
and it’s applied to your 
photo. You can even apply 
distortion effects to shapes 
in a photo and to text. 

There are also gradient fills 
and a large library of backgrounds to choose from. 

Another handy device is Photoimpact’s Album feature, 
which displays a thumbnail of each item in your collection 
of images for quick and easy selection. One drawback, how¬ 
ever, is the lack of support for GIF files. 

Unless you’re a professional designer, Photoimpact has 
just about every feature you need to create high-impact special 
effects with your photos—at a low price. JIM burton 


Photoimpact 3.0 

Pros: Exceptionally 
powerful and inexpensive 
image editor, yet it’s still 
easyto use. 

Cons: Doesn’t support 
GIFfiles. 

Verdict: Much of the power 
of a high-end image editor 
for less money. 

$99 est. street price 
Ulead Systems 

[800] 858-5323, [310] 523-9393 
Reader Service No. 771 
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Everyone said only a miracle 
could make ISDN simple. 



In troducing the world’s simpl est, smartest, fastest ISDN modem. 


The new ADTRAN Express XRT“ 
makes connecting to ISDN easier 
than ever before. The XRT elimi¬ 
nates the set up hassles that plague 
other ISDN modems. Our unique 
Express Configuration Wizard™ 
has patent-pending algorithms that 
automatically detect phone com¬ 
pany parameters. All you need to 
know is your ISDN phone number 
and you’re up and blazing on the 
Internet in minutes. To make it 
even easier, the whole process is 
delivered to you with a familiar 
Windows 95 look and feel. 


With Express XRT, easy connec¬ 
tion is only the beginning. 

> Ultra-high speed data rates 
up to 230,400 bps with 
compression. 

> Windows 95 Plug and Play 
compatibility. 

> Remote configuration and 
diagnostics for easy connection 
to corporate networks. 

> Supports your existing analog 
modem without requiring an 
extra COM port (patent pending). 

> Also available in an affordable 
data only model: Express XR™ 


The Express XRT is everything 
you’ve been waiting for in an 
ISDN modem. But it’s just what 
you’d expect from ADTRAN, 
the leading supplier of advanced 
ISDN technology to the telecom¬ 
munications industry. If you 
want the speed of ISDN, but 
have been waiting for someone 
to make it simple, your prayers 
have been answered. 

AdIrati 

EXPRESS XRT 

Get on with it. 


Access our Web page at http://www.adtran.com for more information or call 1-800-326-3700, ext. 291 for the dealer nearest you. 









1-800-554-1635 


■Mjk Help the wicked witch complete her potion! 

hr racula’s Secret" is a challenging and fun-filled 
game on CD-ROM that will transport you to a weird 
and wachy world where nothing is quite what it 
seems. Can you find the Count’s castle and unravel the 
mystery within? Outwit the mischievous creatures of 
the night as you play and all will be revealed! 


J secRf?b 


For Windows' 3.1> 
and Macintosh" 
Runs on Windows 
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Now FreeHand 
Makes It Easy To 
Drag & Drop CoreL 



Move To FreeHand 5 Fon Only $149. 

Iw there are 500 great reasons to move to 
^eHand. 

We call them Quick Starts. 500 easy 
fates that help you 
I everything from 
feness cards to letterhead 
newsletters. You just drop 
iyour own text, and 
wre ready to go. i 

j Of course,there 

e plenty of other reasons to go with 



FreeHand. Because FreeHand gives you all the 
desktop publishing and graphic design power 
you need with powerful illustration tools, 
multiple page layout, text control,and a 
superior drag & drop interface. And let's not 
forget FreeHand's reliable PostScript” printing 


Only $149 $229-$359 


Save $250 When You Upgrade, Or 
Pick Up The Whole Studio For $599. 

FreeHand 5 is just $149 for current users, as well as 
for owners of Windows versions ofCorelDraw, Deneba 
Canvas, Micrografx Designer, and Adobe Illustrator. 

A $39Sf~ value! And for the most powerful set of 
graphics and design tools, move up to the FreeHand 
Graphics Studio (includes FreeHand Fontographef, 
Extreme 3D m , and Macromedia xHes"). 



is=? 


and crash-free performance, which you simply 
can't count on with CorelDraw, 

Best of all,you can pick up FreeHand for just 
$149." And there's no need to worry about all 
your existing CorelDraw 3,4 or 5 files, because 
FreeHand reads those, too.Then if you're still not 
convinced that FreeHand beats CorelDraw (or 
makes your life easier),you'll get your money 
back Guaranteed. 

So drop what you're doing with CorelDraw. 
And do it better with FreeHand. 

30-Day Money Bach Guarantee! 

Call 1-800-945-9360* 
http://www.macromedia.com/ 



Tools To Power Your Ideas '“ 


























Set Up Shop On The Internet! Yes, It’s That Easy! 

a A Coll TTho \A7oh With Thp TntP.mP.t f y .YC*£*tC%Y ^ Of 


Market And Sell O ver The W eb With The Internet Creator 2 

Presenting the fastest, easiest way to put ■ggHBHBEMI ■***< Automatic Navigation bars, 1,000 free icons 

your business on the Internet—with and images, Table editor, Previewer and more. 

internet Creator from Forman Interactive. ||_, < n __ Internet Creator ran import and modify 

They know Web sites, They’ll even put your j [ g]j gr ■ 


business on the Internet for as little as $57 
per month. And the first month is free! 

Fast. Build and customize your Web site in 
minutes using sophisticated page templates 
and automatic Web site creation wizards. 
Transferring your completed Web site takes 
virtually no time with the automatic upload 
feature. Easy. Simple fill-in-the-forms 
interface allows any ‘ 



existing home pages or let you create a custom 
page from scratch. You simply build a 
hierarchical tree of data objects in a Windows 
format, then let Internet Creator generate 
the final HTML code. To move data objects— 
audio clips, video clips, images, photos, 
documents, or links to other home pages—you 
simply drag and drop them! Rich-text fields are 
used for descriptions, so you can add as much 
information as you need to describe your 


professional-looking Web sites. You’ll be able to deliver pictures, audio, products. Once your Web page is built, you simply send it to your existing 

and binary files with a simple mouse click. Affordable. Most Web page Internet Service Provider, or let Forman Interactive put you on the 

software doesn’t handle Web site management. Those that do sell for Internet for as little as $57 per month—with the first month FREE! 
$400 to $1,000. Internet Creator combines sophisticated page creation -Designed for small- to medium sized businesses, the Internet Creator 

and site management for only $99.99. Features Include: Market basket has capacity for graphics, audio and video. Editing is easy, just like filling 

ordering, Secure transaction support, Unlimited number of sites, out a form" —National Institute of Business Management 

m W -fu m Four itufe M front mWkml XT 




FORlYlflN 

INTEfiflC 


F54-1002 Internet Creator 3.0 WIN.$93.99 


Smart & Friendly 

Solutions For Your CD Recording Needs! 



Just about anyone who needs to store data, music, video, graphics, 
files or documents could use this complete CD recording bundle. 
The CDs you create will hold more, cost less and be 100% compat¬ 
ible with the millions of CD-ROM players in the world. You can 
even reach into the world of multimedia CD recording. It has 
never been easier to create multimedia CDs! With a full 1MB 
buffer to enhance performance, these recorders are ready for the 
most demanding jobs. The CD-R 1002 is a 2X recorder, while the 
new CD-R 4000 is a 4X unit, recording at over 600KB/sec! Includes 
over $1800 of software including: Incat Systems, the #1 rated CD- 
ROM Stamping Software, Easy-CD Pro 95 CD-Recording software 
for Windows 95 and NT 3.51, Easy-CD Pro yjflljfjrflllf 
Multimedia 3.0 CD-Recording software for 
Windows 3.1, Easy-CD Pro CD-Recording software JfigSS 
for Macintosh and CD-Workshop for Windows 3.1, Utrl 
and Easy CD Backup for Windows. 

Awarded “Best Buy ”—PC World 1/96 


SI 17-1000 CDR1002 Pro 2X Int.$799.99 

S117-1002 CDR 1002 Pro 2X Ext.$899.99 

S117-1004 CDR 4000 Pro 4X Ext.$1379.99 


Turn Any Hard Disk Into A ^SyQuest EZFIyer 23BH B 
Parallel-Port Portable! 



J95, 


Great idea! Simple to use! Now that the price of an IDE hard 
disk has dropped to pennies per megabyte, how would you like 
to own a multi-megabyte, external hard disk that you can take 
anywhere and quickly plug into any printer port? And what are 
you going to do with that old 210MB you recently replaced? Well, 
now you can take any IDE hard disk and install it in this inex¬ 
pensive external case—that plugs into any parallel port for 
portable convenience wherever you go. Great for file transfers, 
backups, and especially laptops that need more disk space. 
Smash hit here at Tiger! 


H22-1100 Quick IDE To Parallel Hard Disk Kit. 



$90099 _ 

ifcww i Time Mangement, Easy To Carry 

The EZFIyer™ 230 from Syquest solves the storage problems of tmb| 1 
better than any other product. It combines the flexibility of adatacap ] 
tridge three and a half inches square with the blazing speed of W| 
drive technology. The EZFIyer™ 230 is one of the most solidly built, I 
easy-to-use, small and lightweight drives available today, It’s made of I 

I r, mi i' ud mume t-. In I r I lie ill I 1 hi .. w I 

er. Users will find it a truly unique and powerful asset for years to com I 

EZFIyer™ Uses The Fastest 
Data Storage Technology 


Average Seek Time In Miliseconds Imsl 


#• 


FREE CheckFree 

With Any Order From Tiger! 

Pay your bills electronically! CheckFree sends 


■ #C 124-1000 ‘plus *5.95 shipping i 


Hfe’re open around the clock from Monday 8 ACCOUNT until we have SHIPPED your order! OM I IMGIH I IKL UE8V 
■ - until Saturday 12 Midnight and Sunday 8 SHIPPING METHODS: Overnight on in-stock items. Areas serviced own#® 
at (800) 765-2562 to place your order or UPS may be shipped UPS, FedEx or Airborne. Back Orders shipped “besting* 1 

1 ■ ■•«ll • I .. 36 DAY GUARANTEE I. Him ... • 


a.m. until 11 p.m.(EST). Please call l-- ... 

fax to (305) 529-2990. International customers call (305) I 
CORPORATE, EDUCATIONAL AND VOLUME SALES: Call (800) 269-8710 for quan¬ 
tity pricing volume bids, educational bids, and sit* licenses. 


Dineis Club, personal checks and money orders. 


Discover Card, Carte Blanche, 
■s. Mb DO NOT CHARGE YOUR 


you buy from Tiger is 
ew Cyrix computer is 
for a new unit. Sony, 


prices are always dropping on CPU’s and Motherboards, Tig 
tion on these items in the event prices do drop. 


































































Own A 6x86 For $ 388 

I Incredible Price Breakthrough On The New Cyrix 6x86. world’s 
\ Fastest Windows PC! Why Not Own The Best—For Just $399.99 
Uhl The Cyrix 6xS6 Is The Fastest... The Cyrix 6x86 has architectural execution stalls. This allows the Cyrix 6x86 to 
features not found on any other processor. Compared to the Intel perform a cache access in one clock cycle, verm 
tatlum... well, there isn’t much of a comparison. The Cyrix 6x86 is much the two dock cycles required on the Pentium. 

(ter to Intel's latest Pentium Pro (P6) than the standard Pentium. But Out-of-order-completion lets the faster instruc- 
. fcPffltiumProisnotagoodchoicefortoday’ssoftware.Itisn’toptinmed tim exit the pipeline out of order, saving pro- 
faSli software—'whichincludesallDOS,Windows3.xandWindows95 cessing time without disrupting the program 
mtous. It's well known that the Pentium Pro runs Windows 20% slower flow. 80-bit floating point unit (FPU) makes the 
Ita even the standard Pentium. Unfortunately, the Pentium Pro was Cyrix 6x86 perfect for CAD, spreadsheets, data- 
teigned for operating systems that aren’t really operating yet. On the bases and all applications designed for serious 
^^hand, the Cyrix 6x86 is optimized for x86 software. The Cyrix 6x86 number crunching. All told, the Cyrix 6x86 is 
esarae advanced features of Intel’s Pentium Pro, but they’re all tailor the best choice for all of today's operating sys- 
“■tthe kind of applications you use. So when the game is to run DOS, terns. Not just DOSand Windows 95, but also 
s3,x and Windows 95 applications, the Pentium Pro isn't even in OS/2, Solaris, UNIX, NextStep and many more. 

! right ballpark. And the Cyrix 6x86 wins the pennant for the world’s And the Cyrix 6x86 makes the perfect network 
processor. Superscalar architecture provides two pipelines to server. Performs flawlessly with Novell NetWhre, 
m^leimtructiminparaUeL This means faster processing. Banyan Vines, Microsoft LAN, WindowsNT. 


COMPLETE 

UILD-IT-YOURSELF ,v/ 

6 KIT! 


ing increases the number of pipeline stages to 

System Features 

• Three 5.25" Drive Bays 

• Two 3.5" External Drive Bays 

• One 3.5" Internal Bay 
’ • 230 Watt Power Supply 


pftsfard Only. Use your existing case—and 
imply slip in this advanced 686 board. Takes 
justa lew minutes to install and connect. 

“*‘“""1 PCI Local Bus Expansion Slots, - 

Standard ISA Slots. 256KB Pipelined Burst SRAM, 

1 128MB Memory, Four 72-pin SIMM Slots. Supports Standard 
ary, 32-Bit Enhanced PCI IDE Controller, Supports Up To Four 
Mode 4 Hard Disk Rates To 22MB/Sec, Two 16550 High- 
orts, ECP/EPP High-Speed Parallel Port. Plug And Play BIOS, 

J et. Award PCI BIOS, Flash ROM Upgradeable BIOS. Auto 

iction, Setup, Sun—^ — ---*- 

i BIOS. Green PC I... 

Cyrix And Pentium CPUs To 200MHz 


You get the both of best world’s with this amazing ! 
offer: the world’s fastest procsessor in its 
class, and a high-performance, top-qual¬ 
ity motherboard. For starters, you'll love 
the added performance the onboard PCI 
Controller delivers. Together with an 
Enhanced-IDE hard disk, you'll witness data transfer rates over 16 
MB/second—easily 6 times faster than earlier hard disks. And large 1 
or 2 GB hard disks install with a single click—totally automatic, The 
printer port is the latest ECP/EPP design, which moves data over 10 
times faster than earlier parallel ports. You get faster printing, faster 
parallel drive backups and more. The two serial ports contain top- 
notch 16550 UABT chips, which are vital to reliable modem tranfers at 
28.8KB/second. The Plug and Play BIOS automatically configures PCI 
cards for hassle-free installation. 


Cyrix Beats The Pentium! 

The Cyrix 6x86 P90+ is the fastest in it's class. Bar nonet 


. 


Norton Syslnfo v8.0 Results 


The World’s Fastest Computer: 

The New Cyrix 6x86 Speedster! 

The Next Generation In PC Technology Is Here Today! The Cyrix 6x86 Beats 
The Pentium! Prices Start At Just $499.99. Outstanding value! 

intto ran Windows 95 on the world’s fastest computer? You can with chips. But unlike the Pentium Pro, the 6x86 is opti- 
Hte hot new processors from Cyrix! The new Cyrix 6x86 series have mized for 16-bit and 32-bit Windows software. The 
tai tested, proven, and are now ready to run on your desktop like fact is, Intel's Pentium Pro was built for systems 
nothing you've ever seen before. Cyrix is faster than the Pentium, that don’t exist on the desktop yet. Cyrix’s 6x86 was 
Paster to the Pentium Pro. Faster than any other PC on Earth for built for Windows 95, Windows 3.1 and DOS—all 
[Wiing DOS, Windows 3.1, Windows 95, and all your favorite applica- the applications that are important today and for 
“Tt And at this low price, this easy-to-install upgrade is unbeatable, many years to come. The 6x86 includes an 80-bit 

hsier Than You Think! Today's PCs are amazingly easy to FPU for math calculations, 32 registers (versus 8 in 

-- * 1 install parts. This kit includes a Cyrix CPU already the Pentium), dual pipelines for twice as many 

a PCI motherboard, installed in this roomy case with instructions as the Pentium, and lots of other tech- 
: supply. You simply remove the hard disk, video card, floppy nicai advances. Bottom line: the Cyrix 6x86 is the 
! and RAM chips from your old PC (just a few screws and cables) fastest, fully compatible x86 processor in the world. 
Islip them into this hot new 6x86. It’s easy! We’ve even included a Runs Windows 3.1,95, NT, OS/2... 
to show you how. How about the motherboard? The world’s fastest 

j) U Semation Speed Devours The Pentium! The Cyrix 6x86 is processor deserves the world’s best motherboard. 

; P»n compatible with Windows 95, Windows NT, Windows for The Intel Triton chipset is the industiy’s most 
irkgroups, Windows 3.1, 3.0, DOS, NetWare and OS/2. Check the trusted, high-performance chipset for super-fast 
I specs and you’ll see the Cyrix is faster than any other PC processor. PCI bus speeds. The 256K of pipelined, write-back 
Cyrix 6x86 processors are the absolute fastest available for both SRAM is the fastest made. It supports the fastest 

it and 32-bit Windows applications—the kind businesses use both EDO RAM (or your existing RAM). The 16550 
; MV and in the future. Technically speaking, the 6x86 has features Serial ports and high-speed Parallel port are the 
fund only in the Pentium Pro and the Macintosh’s PowerPC 604 best to be found. The onboard 32-bit PCI con¬ 
troller delivers i 


fastest hard disks ....... w . ..... JUU( ulU¥O0 

at over 16MB/second, easily 5 times faster than earlier hard disks. " The Cyrix machines tested produced 

Even the BIOS Setup is amazingly easy. Use your mouse (or key- some of the best Winstone 96 and 

bowg> t o dkk qnee cm-Ante DMc^Peted? wad you’jw done WinBench 96 scores that PC Labs has 


I f ftta instructions and our return policy are included in your order. Alaska, 
mtwtoMcoml Hawaii add an additional flO delivery charge. International 

l rimikigrimimdsMppmg&lmMmg.TgermmstherigMtosid)stir 
[ Ms proto g( equal or greater value. ALL PRICES AND OFFERS SUBIECTTO 
P MVGE is a registered trademark of TgerDired, Inc All trade- 

( MB tfpuring herein are acknowledged. Not responsible for typographical 


Shipping Charges: ::!£ 

Shipping & handling is $6.99 for the first item, and $1.00 for each 
additional item up to 7 pounds total. Overweight orders (over 7 lbs.), 
shipping & handling charges are $1.00 per pound. UPS shipping and 
handling charges apply to computers, hardware and peripherals 

Circle 292 on reader service card. 


INSTOCK AND READY TO SHIP! 

800-765-2562 

P/ease Mention Code “CDH” 































WINDOWS 95 


I Odyssey Computing and RT Computer Graphics More reviews onpage 21 


FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


Financial Tune-Up 


H Does your business need a lift? Then maybe it’s 
time for a financial tune-up. 

Odyssey Computing’s Financial Tune-Up 
squeezes dozens of financial-analysis tools into a $50 
package. Don’t let the low price fool you—this is a seri¬ 
ous business product that uses modules to help you fore¬ 
cast cash flow, budget for long-term investments, and test 
a variety of “what if” scenarios designed to find the most 
profitable direction for your company. 



The 90-page user’s man¬ 
ual describes how to use 
the software modules and 
explains the financial theory 
behind each one—in lan¬ 
guage that even nonac¬ 
countants will understand. 

Unfortunately, getting 
your data into Financial 
Tune-Up requires a signifi¬ 
cant time investment. The 
software provides no links 
to accounting packages. 

Instead you must painstak¬ 
ingly enter every number by hand. Fortunately, Financial 
Tune-Up uses helpful wizards to walk you through the 
process. It also saves all your information in a workbook 
that you can recall for later use. 

Once you’ve massaged the numbers, show them off in a 
colorful graph with the click of a button. Paste the results into 
a word-processing document or export the file in a format 
compatible with Microsoft’s Excel. Financial Tune-Up helps 
keep your business running smoothly. CHRIS LINDQUIST 


Financial Tune-Up 

Pros: Excellent, well-written 
manual and easy-to-use 
financial tools. 

Cons: Doesn’t provide hooks 
to import data from 
accounting packages. 
Verdict: An inexpensive 
way to get a grip on 
your bottom line. 

$50 est. street price 
Odyssey Computing 
[800] 965-7224, [619] 675-3660 
Reader Service No. 77 2 


The Plains & Santa Fe 


H Tired of cartoonish artwork? Looking for a classier 
cache of clip art? The Plains Collection and its com¬ 
panion volume, The Santa Fe Collection, are two 
solutions. The images in these discs won’t wow you 
with high-tech special effects, but their historical accuracy 
has earned them a place in the U.S. postage stamp series 
American Indian Dance (to be issued this month). 

Both collections feature editable, black-and-white 



illustrations (you can add 
color to them) represent¬ 
ing Native American art. 

The Plains Collection offers 
over 200 designs in 11 cate¬ 
gories, such as animals, 
people, and artifacts, plus 50 
border designs. The Santa 
Fe Collection provides 500 
images in 23 categories, 
including pottery and sand 
paintings. Some designs 
date back 1,000 years to the 
Anasazi culture. 

All images come as ZIP-compressed WMF files on 
multiple discs. The installation process is somewhat 
tedious, and one complete collection requires as much as 
30MB of hard disk space. A file-extraction utility and file 
viewer are included. You can’t view files before extracting 
them, but a printed catalog is provided. If you need to add 
pizzazz to your work and want to avoid that canned-art 
look, these uncommon collections will get your docu¬ 
ments the attention they deserve. MARTY beaudet 


Collection; 

Hie Santa Fe 
Collection 

Pros: Designs are unique, 
interesting, and fully editable. 
Cons: Hard-disk hogs; if you 
want coloryou havetoaddit. 

Verdict: A useful collection 
of unique clip art. 

$79 each, est. street price 
RT Computer Graphics 
[800] 891-1600, [505] 891-1600 
Reader Service No. 773 
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FILEMAKER PRO 3.0. THE ONLY RELATIONAL DATABASE 
DESIGNED FOR BUSY BUSINESS PEOPLE, NOT OEARHEADS. 



Business is booming and you could use a 
database. But the thought of putting your 
business on hold while you figure one out 
doesn't exactly thrill you. That's why there's 
FileMaker® Pro 3.0 for Windows. Whichever 
version of Windows you're running - Windows 95, NT or 
Windows 3.1 - you can get the job done easier with FileMaker 
Pro. Just open up the box and start running your business like 
a well-oiled machine. 

FileMaker Pro 3.0 has the features you need. It's got a 
complete set of database templates to get you started, 
powerful mail merge capabilities, new word 
processing improvements, and automatic 


phone dialing. Its ScriptMaker® feature lets you automate routine 
task and menu commands, helping you be even more efficient. 
And its built-in networking support allows many users to share a 
database simultaneously, even over the Internet. 

If you want a database that helps sort out your business 
without putting you out of sorts, 
your decision is clear: FileMaker 
Pro 3.0 for Windows. 

For more information, 
visit your nearest reseller, call 
Claris at 1-800-293-0617 
ext. 1156, or visit us on the 
Web at www.claris.com 


"Claris truly supports our ability to be 
cross-platform and gives us flexibility 
to choose which Windows e '- 

works best for us." , , „ 

-Andrew Dyer, 
lime Magazine's Technology Manager 

"Claris FileMaker Pro 3.0 is one of the 
few end-user databases that actually 
lives up to its claims of simplicity." 

-PC Computing, 4/96 











The Most Powerful Notebook. 
The Fastest Processor. 

The Newest Software. 



Not Enough Memory. 


Now that you have that powerful new system, the 
possibilities are endless. 

Unfortunately, your memory isn't. 

That's where Apricorn comes in. 

Because for over 12 years, we've been making the 
world's highest quality notebook and laptop memory. 
Which means you'll always get the best products, the 
most advanced technology and the right configurations. 
All with an unconditional lifetime warranty. And prices 
low enough to let you really stock up. 

So just call 1-800-458-5448, and you'll never 
have to think about memory again. 

There, don't you feel better already? 

A 

APRICORN 

The Notebook Memory Experts 

© 1996 Apricorn, Inc. Corporate Address: 10670 Treeno Street, San Diego, CA 92131 
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nee he got his Quantex, this Beefeater knew that his days as a 
member of the Royal Guard were numbered. Whenever he’d think 
about his Quantex, he couldn’t help but smile. After all, he’d just made 
one of the smartest buys since computers were invented. And it wasn’t just 
the price, but the features and technology, too. Dollar for dollar, feature for 
feature, Quantex can’t be beat. So after decades of spurning tourists 
trying to twist his mouth into a grin, his stony visage has fallen. If only 
he’d bought another brand, he’d have kept that unflappable frown. 

Sorry, old chap. 



“The 
QP5/150 
SM-2 is a 
brute 
that will 
keep the 
competition on its toes” 
(May ‘96). 



“The most compelling 
configuration for its price 
remains the Quantex 
QP5/166 SM-2” (April *96). 


“If it’s 
speed 
you’re 
after, 
this 

QP5/100 
M-4 Pentium trounces the 
competition” (April ‘96). 


Newsweek 


Special Edition “Computers & 
die Family” recognized the 
QP5/75 as one of the “14 Best 
PCs For the Long Haul.” 
































Design ed fo r 

World Of Difference 99 

Microsoft ' 
Windows'95 

IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT, YOU CAN DO IT WITH A QUANTEX PC. 

You can be the one who establishes the Internet's first Buckingham Palace Guard Fan Club Home Page (if that’s your 
cup of tea.) Or, buy concert tickets. Send flowers. Make a tasty bundle trading soy stocks. Fax a pizza order while fine- 
tuning a presentation. It can even help kids do division with an online tutor. 

In a world of infinite possibilities, a Quantex PC gives you the power to do it all. Share ideas, work together, use new 
ways of interacting with people, places, and information. Is it easy enough for you to use? Yes. Can it grow with your 
needs? Yes. Fully warrantied? Yes. Affordable? Yes yes yes. So play the stock market. Or a video game. A Quantex PC 
makes communicating in an unlimited, immediate, and around-the-clock world effortless. 

AWARD-WINNING SYSTEMS ARE OUR ADVANTAGE. 

From all-in-one family multimedia to cutting-edge Pentium® Pro microprocessor power desktop systems, a chart¬ 
topping Quantex PC is the market’s most rewarding purchase. That’s because every system delivers better components, a 
stronger list of features, and more ease of use, all at a greater value. And our commitment to total quality is reflected in 
ourtop reliability ratings coupled with enhanced support. It’s all done with one goal in mind: your absolute satisfaction. 

QUALITY HARDWARE MAKES QUALITY SYSTEMS. 

lustry-renowned components guarantee both top-flight performance and maximum reliability. So we only work 
with the best names in the business: Intel, Microsoft, Novell, Panasonic, Corel, Diamond Multimedia, Sony, Western 
Digital, MAG Innovision, Matrox, Altec Lansing Multimedia, Ensoniq, Toshiba, and STB - it’s all in there. So go ahead, 
judge us by the company we keep. When it comes to quality, we simply won’t settle for second best! 

EVERY QUANTEX IS 100% NOVELL CERTIFIED. 

We’ve gone the extra mile to ensure that every component in a Quantex has been tested and approved 
by Novell for NetWare compatibility. So if you plan to use your Quantex as a server or a network terminal, 

Bond hooking up to your workgroup is painless. 

PERFORMANCE ANIMALS CRAVE INTEL’S PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSORS. 

Got a serious need for speed? For all-out performance in advanced 32-bit software, the 
Pentium Pro Processor can’t be beat. Utilizing new Dynamic Execution processing techniques and 
an integrated L2 cache, Intel’s newest CPU actually exceeds the performance levels of proprietary 
RISC workstations at a fraction of the price. And because it’s fully compatible with preexisting 
applications yet designed for up and coming 32-bit software, this system will lead the pack 
for a long, long time to come. We at Quantex have incorporated the Pentium Pro 
processor into complete power desktop systems for the ultimate in speed, reliability, 
accessibility, and flexibility. So if you’re looking for cutting edge, check out our 
Pentium Pro processor-based offerings. 

http://WWW.QUANTEX.COM 

It’s true! Yahoo Internet Life Magazine (5/96) recognized us as having one 
of the very best PC manufacturer-sites on the Web with a ☆☆☆☆ review. Now, 
you can consult with one of our salespeople, or access Quantex system 
information and specifications. Or, check out our Knowledge Base and 
download new software upgrades. Our site is the place to be! 

New sales hours! 9 a.m. to midnight, Monday through 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday (ET)! 


pentium® 



this mini¬ 
tower 
near the 
top.” (July ‘96). 


“The 

QP5/150 
SM-2’s 
overall 
perfor¬ 
mance was higher than that of all 150MHz 
systems, and it nearly kept pace with the 
166MHz Pentium systems” (March ‘96). 



“Quantex 
has the 
perfor¬ 
mance, 

| value, 

** and multi- 
media features to do any 
family proud” (May ‘96). 



vn 

m 

www.quantex.com 


























QP5/133 M-2 


|$ 1849 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set j 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB PowerGraph 64-Bit 3D Video w/2MB 
EDO DRAM (True Color Video Playback) 

■ 15" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) I 

■ 36.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetoble Sound Card I 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse | 

■ Windows 95 with M ' “ ' 


QP5/100 M-2... 
QP5/120 M-2... 
QP5/150 M-2... 


QPS/166 M-2.$2099 


ntex That’s 


Designed for 



Microsoft 

Windows 95 



pentium 9 


QP5/133 SM 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium* processor a 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Dri v a. 

■ STB PowerGraph 64-Bit 3D Video w/ 2MB EDO 
DRAM (Sue Color Video Playback) 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 SM.$1849 

QP5/150 SM.$1999 

QP5/166 SM.$2149 


QP5/166 SM-1 


$2449 


QP5/200 SM-2 


$3049 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor « 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive . 

■ STB Ught5peed 128B* Video w(2MB MDRAM 

■ 17" 26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Rjnasonic PtVCMOM tor $299 more 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wovetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium processor n I 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set »» 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 3.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Dri^^p 

■ Matrox Millennium 6frBit 3P.Vkfeo w/2MB WRAM j 

■ 17" 25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) | 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Ftnasonic PD/CD-ROM for $299 (non ] 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers w/ subwoofer 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 1 


QP5/120 SM-1.$2149 

QP5/133 SM-1.$2199 

QP5/150 SM-1.$2299 


QP5/120 SM-2.$2549 

QP5/133 SM-2.$2599 

QP5/159 SM-2.$2699 

QP5/166 SM-2.$2849 































Right For You 


QP5/150 M-3 


5 2249 


QP5/166 M-4 


$ 2599 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44M6 Floppy Drive 

■ STB PowerGraph 64-Bit 3D Video w/2MB 
EDO DRAM (True Color Video Playback) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 36.6 Fax/Modem wAfoice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/Subwoofer 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor fl 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 24MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB LightSpeed 128-Bit Video w/2MBMDRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 36.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/Subwoofer 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 M-3.$2099 

QP5/133 M-3.$2149 

QP5/166 M-3.$2399 


QP5/120 M-4.$2299 

QP5/133 M-4.$2349 

0P5/150 M-4.$2449 


Family Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectHome: 

PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; Write With Me; Grammatik; 
Clip Art for the Home; Clip Art for the Office; Read With Me 
1 & 2; PerfectWorks for Kids 

■ Quicken SE 

■ Comptons Interactive Encyclopedia 

■ Comptons Zoo Explorer 

■ Comptons Reference Collection . 

■ Bodyworks 5.0 

■ Me & My World Multimedia Picture Dictionary 

II New Riders Official Internet Yellow Pages & Win95 Primer Combo 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 


Professional Software Bundle 


■ Corel WordPerfect Suite: 

Corel WordPerfect 7; Corel Quattro’Pro 7; CorelFlow 3; 
Corel Presentation 7; SideKick 95; Dashboard 95; Envoy 7; 
Netscape (AT&T WorldNet Services); Corel Screen Saver; 
150 Fonts; 10,000 Clip Art Images 

■ Corel Internet Mania 

■ Corel Print House 

■ Quicken SE 

■ Comptons Interactive Encyclopedia 

■ Comptons Reference Collection 

■ SharkWare (Top-Selling Contact Manager) 

■ Astound (#1 in Multimedia Presentations) 

■ Resume Designer 

■ New Riders Official Internet Yellow Pages & Win95 Primer Combo 

■ Key Master Maps 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 


QP6/200 SM-2 

Pentium® Pro 


$3199 
3 - 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ Intel 440FX Chipset 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache ... 

■ 3.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Matrox Millennium 64-Bit 3D Video w/2MB WRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice 

■ Toshiba 8X 145ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Rnasonlc PDfCD-ROM for $299 more 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers w/ subwoofer 

■ ATX Tower Case 


■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


OP6/150 SM-2.$2949 

0P6/166 SM-2.$3049 


QP6/200 WS-2 

Features 
Pentium® Pro 
Processor 


$3849 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ Intel 440FX Chipset 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 4GB Fast Wide SCSI Hard Drive 


■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940W PCI Wide SCSI Controller 

■ Matrox Millennium 64-Bit 3D Video w/4MB WRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ Toshiba 6.7X 145ms SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Panasonic PD/CD-ROM for $199 mote 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ MS Natural Keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty' 

■ Upgrade to 21" MAG Monitor for $799 mote 

■ 2GB SCSI for $300 less 


Upgrade Specials 


Options Available with System Purchase 

■ Microsoft Natural Keyboard.Add S39 

■ Panasonic KX-6100 Laser Printer..Add $349 

■ Seagate Tape Backup 850MB.Add $149 

■ Seagate Tape Backup 3.2GB.Add $199 

Options Available with QP6 Workstation Purchase Only 

■ Sony 1.3GB Magneto Optical Drive.Add $1299 

■ Seagate 8GB SCSI Tape Backup.Add $399 

■ Iomega Zip Drive.Add $179 



|f% 1-800-787-8686 

www.quantex.com 


QP6/150 WS-2.■•—■■$ 3549 New sales hours! 9 a.m. to midnight Monday through 

QP6/180 WS-2.$ 3699 Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday (ET)I 


Quantex Microsystems, Inc. 

400B Pierce Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 


1 * 1 ? 


Puerto Rico 
1-800-793-4185 
























WINDOWS 95 


Apte and Stormfront Studios More, 


! 


[' 


WORD PRO TUTORIAL 


Exploring Word Pro 96 


Exploring Word 


H Team Computing, Lotus Assistants, Cycle Keys, 
SmartMasters... feeling overwhelmed by all the new 
features in Lotus’s Word Pro 96? Let Exploring 
Word Pro 96 be your graphical, interactive guide to 
every component of this word processor. 

Exploring Word Pro 96 lets you learn at your own pace 
by presenting the information in four sections. Word Pro 
Basics gives you an overview of Word Pro and walks you 



through the tasks you’ll 
perform most often. When 
you’re ready to dive into 
Word Pro’s collaboration 
features, you can turn to the 
section devoted to Team 
Computing. The Reference 
Tools part includes step- 
by-step guides to the most 
commonly used features, a 
glossary, and answers to 
the most frequently asked 
questions. If you’re still 
unsure about a thing or 
two, consult the Index. It doesn’t just give you the definition 
of an InfoBox, for example, it can take you to the section 
where that topic is covered. 

Most of the sections use presentation-type slides with 
screen shots of Word Pro to illustrate different features. 
Many screens are interactive and let you try out tasks like 
building a table. If you’re upgrading or migrating from 
another word processor, Exploring Word Pro 96 helps make 
the transition a smooth one. LIESL LA GRANGE NOBLE 


Pro 96 

Pros: Interactive screens 
teach you everything there 
is to know about Word Pro 96. 
Cons: Could be a bit more 
interactive by linking 
directlyto Word Pro. 

Verdict: Learn the ins and 
outs of Lotus's Word Pro 96. 
$35 est. street price 

(8003 494-1112, (847) 866-1872 
Reader Service No. 774 


MULTIMEDIA GAME 


Tony La Russa Baseball 3 


H lf you love baseball, nothing can replace the smell 
of freshly cut grass, the crack of a bat, and the taste of 
roasted peanuts at the ballpark. But Stormfront Stu- 
dios’ Tony La Russa Baseball 3: 1996 Edition 
comes close. The new edition of this multimedia CD- 
ROM packs a wealth of statistics, lineups, and schedules 
into an action-packed game that lets you pick and choose 
which teams do battle on the diamond. 



For fans who have always 
wanted to tour the major 
leagues’ best ballparks, you 
can explore 28 different 
parks in realistic 3-D while 
listening to audio clips from 
baseball figures such as Hall 
of Famer Mel Allen and San 
Francisco Giants announcer 
Hank Greenwald. Bush 
leaguers can brush up on 
their game with video tips 
from former Oakland A’s 
manager Tony La Russa, 
and try their hand at managing a team through a fantasy 
draft, in a minirotisserie league. 

The CD includes dozens of digital color photos of major- 
league players, from Barry Bonds to Mark McGwire. How¬ 
ever, this disc could stand an update—it still uses DOS 
graphics. Nevertheless, the advice and insights of Tony La 
Russa—currently manager of the Saint Louis Cardinals— 
make Stormfront’s latest title a three-run homer. It’s well 
worth the $40 admission price. RICH SCHWERIN 


Tony La Russa 
Baseball 3: 

1996 Edition 

Pros: Action-packed, stat- 
packed, and fun-packed. 
Cons: The archaic DOS 
graphics could be better. 

Verdict: This multimedia 
CD is a guaranteed hit 
for baseball fans. 


$40 list price 
Stormfront Studios 
(8003 245-4525, (4153 479-2800 
Reader Service No. 777 
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Windows 8 95 and Windows NT Workstation 
put the power of a server on your PC. 
New Back-UPS* Pro " will keep it there... 



multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95 or Windows NT 
Workstation, experts say it may 
be time to invest in APC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
power is the largest single cause of 
a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 

leave your premium machine unprotected. 


data loss, and oi 


Back-UPS 

Pro 

6 5 0 ^ 


Starting 

gmm at $239! 

’ ^^"*8 Includes 

FREE 

Plug& 

; -"liy. Play 

software! 



You get safe automatic shutdown 
(whether you're there or not), power 
event recording for power quality 
analysis, real-time display of UPS status, 
and certified Windows 95 Plug & Play 
compatibility for easy installation. 



"[With Windows 95].. Users 


I PERFORMANCE BY CHOOSING A UPS 
LICENSED TO BEAR THE DESIGNED 

for Windows 95 Logo...” 
Microsoft 


yf...Should be standard equipment 

RY DESKTOP... EFFECTIVE, AFFORDABLE, 
DESIGNED TO LAST...” 

PC Computing 


SurgeArrest™ & Back-UPS® & 
Protectnet™ Back-UPS PRO 

AC and dataline surge UPS for PC and 

suppressors. advanced workstations 


Matrix-UPS™ & 
Accessories 

Modular UPS for client/ 



Starting at $ 19 Starting at $ I 19 Starting at $299 Starting at $3499 


Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS “Designed 
for Windows 95”. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard” intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy’s Law may send 
in your direction. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
to $25,000 guarantee against surge damage to your 
equipment (see details). 

All in all, you can’t make a bad choice when 
you choose the company that protects more PC’s 
than all other UPS vendors combined: APC. 

For 6 minutes of runtime on a typical 486, 
choose BU Pro 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
runtime, choose the BU Pro 420PNP or 650PNP. 
Call for a Free demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
visit our PowerPage ” at http://www.apcc.com 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

Dept. E7 

401 -788-2797 fax / 800-347-FAXX PowerFax“ 
132 Fairgrounds Rd., W. Kingston RI 02892 USA 


Circle 136 on reader service card. 


























GIVING BIRTH TO GREAT IDEAS SHOULDN’T 
INVOLVE SO MUCH LABOR. 



You only have one chance to make an impression. 

One opportunity to really reach out and grab them. 

Trouble is, your time is limited and drafting a powerful 
presentation isn't easy. Bottom line, you need a 
fast and easy multimedia solution that will have you 
creating more dynamic presentations in no time. What 
you need is PEP'”—the complete electronic document 
solution designed to bolster your performance and 
leave your audience speechless. 

With PEP, you can publish and distribute compelling multimedia 
presentations and documents without headaches or hassles. 
This comprehensive software makes your documents more 
powerful, your presentation more persuasive, your Web Site 
re impactful and your information more 
accessible—ultimately saving you time 
and money while keeping you ahead of the 
competition. 



With the mere touch of a button you can combine 
text, graphics, sound, pictures, drawings and even 
video—that turn lifeless information into a lively 
display of cutting-edge multimedia. Pius, with hot 
links, outlines, folder tabs, keywords and customized 
searches, you can put readers directly where you 
want them to be. 

What's more, PEP makes output and distribution 
faster than you ever thought possible. Documents can be sent 
and used anywhere from your local area network, on diskette, 
CD-ROM or over the Internet. Send them to anyone with MS- 
Windows, even if they don’t own PEP. It’s that simple. 

So, if you think you're ready for the ultimate in high speed 
electronic publishing, call Group 32 today at 800-553-0400 
and we’ll give you everything you ppillinOO 
need to breath life into your ideas lj| 
while setting your documents on fire, corporation 


ASK FOR PEP AT A RETAILER NEAR YOU. 










Professional CAD Software for Windows 95 


DesignCAD 




9 


The Complete 
CAD Solution. 

These eight great products cost 
over $1900 individually. Your price 
for DesignCAD Office is only $995. 

Also available for Windows 3.1. 


• DesignCAD 2D 

• DesignCAD 3D 

• DesignCAD 3D Symbol Library 

• DesignCAD 2D Symbol Library 

• Scan Pro 

• Instant Estimator 

• DesignCAD 2D Video Training 

• DesignCAD 3D Video Training 





























AAAAAAAAAA 

AAAAAAAAA 


▲ A 
A A 


Na\ 


Anatomy 



70172 Hz High Refresh Rate 


MPRII,DHHS 


Multimedia, 
Plug-n-Play ready 


Software driven 
color balance 


Easy to access front 
panel controls, OSD - On 
Screen Display setting controls 


0.28mm/0.26mm NI 
Flat Screen 


Rich full sound, excellent 
highs and thunderous 
lows - 


Designed for Microsoft 
Windows 95 


Energy Efficient, 
Low Radiation 


Movies, video conferencing, 
music, CAD-CAM --' 


of Excellence. 


Now experience true multimedia with bright colors, excellent focus and 
high fidelity sound with Delta's NEW 17" Multimedia Monitor. 



ntroducing Delta's 17" Multimedia 
Monitor the DB-1765 series. Delta 
^Products has been making monitors for others 
for over ten years. Now they are coming direct 
to you with this years most exciting 
multimedia, Plug-n-Play monitor. 


Whether you are using it for word processing, 
music, or sophisticated CAD-CAM programs, 


Delta will make viewing a pleasure. Delta's line 
of 15" and 17" Multimedia Monitors are quality 
built to rigid technical standards. Available in 
flat screen with super fine dot pitch, the 15" 
and 17" monitors come with up to 1280 x 1024 
NI full screen resolution, plus software driven, 
easy-to-use color balance for fine tuning. 

As with all multimedia sound is everything. 
Built into every Delta Multimedia Monitor are 
state-of-the-art speakers producing excellent 
highs, and thunderous lows, giving you that 
extra edge of excitement when playing your 
favorite action CD. 


Delta brand monitors are extremely well priced 
for major savings, and are backed with a 3-year 
warranty*. To learn more about this or other 
fine Delta products, as well as a dealer near 
you, call our toll free number now. Of course, 
distributor inquiries are always welcomed. 

1-888-88DELTA 

1-510-770-0660 

&LhE\JA 

QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 


JSO9002 m H 


© 1996 Delta Products Corporation. All specifications are subject to change. All other trademarks or trade names 
are the property of their respective companies. *2-year parts and labot 3rd year limited warranty. Write: Monitor 
Sales - 3225 Laurelview Court, Fremont, CA. 
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A proven market leader that handles any job; 2D, 3D, 

No extra modules to buy. Specialized support for many design 
civil and electrical engineering, landscape, theater/lighting, food si 

program that’s easy to use, easy to buy: lower entry & training costs, 
less downtime AND much higher productivity 
HE cross-platform solution: identical code means flawless file transfer 
between Mac & Windows. Full 32-bit power! 

A program that can be used for every stage of the design 
process — from concepts, to working drawings, 
models and visual proposals 

;ram you can try... RISK-FREE 


MiniCad 6 

AD Solution? ! 


MACINTOSH WINDOWS 


Full-Featured CAD Program 

i Integrated Professional Solutions 

MikiCal* C: Tlili Comilltl CAD L'ackaul! 

MiniCad 6 has just what you’re looking for: a complete 2D/3D 
drafting environment, a powerful database allowing you to generate^ 
estimates, schedules, reports and more, and a built-in macro 
language to automate routine drafting tasks...even digital 
terrain modeling! All highly organized and easy-to-use. 

*— f ~ —’- ; liti-~ -“ u - 


AND...full file transfer capabilities to other major programs! 

L'K AKU DkAFTIKG TOOLKIT™ 

Our FREE Toolkit is packed with thousands of symbols, 
tools, commands, templates, parametrics, formatted reports, H ' T ' N " 
worksheets and sample files targeted at specific industries. 

No extra symbol libraries to buy! Fewer hassles and more time to design — 
so much of the work has been done for you. These specialized feature sets 
are powerful, complete and solidly integrated into MiniCad 6, giving you 
the design flexibility and targeted industry solutions you need. 

LVIi COMEAKY Willi 11 VliAlUs OF CAD LiXEUKlEKCli 

_in its 11th year, Graphsoft’s MiniCad is the best-selling CAD program 

on the Macintosh, utilized by design professionals in over 80 countries 

and 12 languages. 

.’uv It Uisii'Buu; will 50 Days*! 

When you buy MiniCad 6 from a participating dealer* you’ll get Graphsoft’s 
no-hassle 30 day money back guarantee. You 11 also get 18 months of free 
technical support, a 24 page quarterly newsletter and multi-media CD that 
covers the operation of each tool and command, and working MiniCad files 

from around the world. 

information please contact Graphsoft at 10270 Old Columbia Road, Columbia MD 21046 LT(K)-48(1-8053 (Uqil. CJ 
* 410-290-5114 Fax:410-290-8050, In Canada dill PaXaBEmili0dai> l 3f< For Academic pricing call 1-800-531-3227 



1A SDA Q TRADED COMPANY 






















For the nearest dealer, call: 

888-2-IOMEGA, ext. jl9 
Or see us at: www.iomega.com 



The Jaz" drive is you, 
man. It's fast, it holds 
tons of stuff, and it's 
personal. You won't find 
an easier or cooler way 
to upgrade your hard 
drive. Just connect it 




to your PC or Mac and 
you're jammin': files, 
pictures, graphics, video, 
CAD stuff, whatever. And 
with its dark green color, 
hey, the cat's got style. 



1GB disks for $99.95. 

Compact one-gigabyte cartridges. 
Great for graphics, sound, and video. 
Portable files. Fast, easy backup. 


X 


AUSE IT’S YOUR STUFF. 


1 


iomega 






WINDOWS 95 


WinWay and InnerFlow Software More reviews onpage22S 


EMPLOYMENT AID 


WinWay Resume 4.0 


B Ever wish that instead of tennis or basket weaving 
you took Job Hunting 101 in college? For the recent 
grad, hindsight is twenty-twenty. But even if you’ve 
been working for years, your job-searching skills 
could probably use some fine-tuning. If you’re a resume 
procrastinator or completely out of practice, WinWay 
Resume 4.0 helps by turning what would otherwise take 



months of tedious research 
and interview preparation 
into easy-to-use job-finding 
software. 

WinWay Resume 4.0 is 
not your everyday how-to 
program. While it provides 
instructions on creating 
both a marketable and 
attractive resume, it also 
includes sample resumes in 
every major career field, 
contact management fea¬ 
tures, and direct access to 
job sources on the Internet. 

The most helpful aspect of WinWay Resume 4.0 is the 
multimedia interview simulation. It offers appropriate 
responses, via talking heads, to commonly asked questions 
in categories such as past experience, education, and salary. 

We all know that it takes more than just a software pro¬ 
gram to find the right position for you. But with the help 
of WinWay Resume 4.0, you’re one step closer to landing 
the perfect job offer. KEDREN DILLARD 


Resume 4.0 

Pros: Build a resume, 
prepare for an interview, 
and find a job. 

Cons: You still have to 
pick up the phone and 
make the follow-up calls. 
Verdict: Won’t offer you a 
job, but can help you find one. 

$40 est. street price 
WinWay Corp. 

[800] 494-6929 
Reader Service No. 776 


MULTIMEDIA STRESS MANAGEMENT 


Natural Stress Relief 


8 The phone is ringing off the hook, your boss wants to 
see you right away, and the deadline for that impor¬ 
tant project was yesterday. Stressed out? Take three 
deep breaths, slowly count to ten, and then go buy a 
copy of InnerFlow Software’s Natural Stress Relief. 

InnerFlow teamed up with Dr. Geoffrey D’Arcy, founder 
of a stress and pain clinic in Cambridge, Massachusetts, to 
create this package, which includes a CD-ROM and two 
cassette tapes. While the CD is somewhat useful, the real 
value is in the hypnotically relaxing audiotapes. D’Arcy 


WoJtaess Center 





calmly leads you through 
three weeks of sessions 
designed to ease the pres¬ 
sures on your mind, relax 
muscle tension, and help 
you sleep more soundly. 

The core of Natural 
Stress Relief is the Wellness 
Center. Once you overcome 
its nonintuitive navigational 
interface, you can find 
immediate relief in a ten- 
minute on-the-spot exercise 
or take one of several stress- 
management courses, set goals, and evaluate your daily 
progress. There’s also a library of health-related information 
and more than an hour of video clips of D’Arcy answering 
common questions about stress- and health-related issues. 

While the onscreen courses are useful, many stressed-out 
individuals would do better to get away from their desktop 
computers and listen to the calming audiotapes. Either way, 
at $79 Natural Stress Relief is less expensive than a trip to the 
doctor for a stress-induced illness. RICH Schwerin 


Relief 

Pros: Calming audiotapes; 
a wealth of multimedia 
stress-management 
information. 

Cons: Kludgy interface can 
make for slow navigation. 

Verdict: Helps you balance 
your life and finally relax. 

$79 est. street price 
InnerFlow Software 
[800)928-9868, (617) 935-3494 
Reader Service No. 777 
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According to the will 


iomega 








You've always wanted a monitor this good. 
. I))n e^L Now you can afford one. 








No other Windows 95 big screen monitor gives you more: The finest 
dot pitch money can buy. The ability to display 40% more pixels than 
competing aperture grill monitors. 1600 x 1200 maximum resolution. 
u It all adds up to crisper detail and improved readability,even for 
very small text. And at $1,995 (MSRP), it's an extraordinary buy. 
. • p r *-* To learn more, send for our free monitor buyer's kit. Call NSA at 
I i | 800 441-4832. Or dial our faxback system at 800 555-8552. 


v;SSi< 




■ 0.22 mm horizontal pitch 

■ VGA to 1600x 1200 

■ 31-85 KHz, 50-160 Hz 


Circle 138 on reader service card. 


SuperScan 

HITACHI 









You’ve got insurance 
(/Johnny crashes your car. 


But what // lie crashes 
vom- hard drive? 

■ 



That's why you've got to buy an Iomega Ditto drive. It's a cool little red drive that works like 
surance for all the stuff on your PC: software applications, files, work, games, everything, 
pi just point and click and the Ditto drive goes to work backing up your entire hard drive. And 
ile ft works, you can continue to work. Naturally, installation has been made super simple. All of 
:h has made Iomega one of the fastest-growing data storage companies in the world, 
io protect all the important stuff on your PC with the Ditto drive. At $149.95, how can you afford 
o? See your computer or electronics dealer today. Because, as you know, accidents can happen. 

BECAUSE IT’S YOUR STUf F.” 


The Ditto"Easy 800 


It's like insurance for the 
important stuff on your PC. 
Installs in 5 minutes. 
Also available in a 
3.2 gigabyte model. 



We recommend 3M Travan™ 
TR-1 minicartridges for use 
with the Ditto Easy 800 drive. 



1-step software 

Easy to use 

point-and-click operation. 
Backs up while you work. 




iomega 











mmi 






























































The 1.6-GB hard drive 
offers o/ympic sized storage for 
today's larger programs and 
operating systems. 


8X CD-ROM d 

for as little as 


200 Watts ot 

power, with six drive bays and five 
expansion slots, the OPTIMA MT 
goes that extra mile. 


Marathon quality at a price no one car 
beat, that’s the ALR OPTIMA MT Loaded | 

with 133-MHz PSPlti UITI technology, a whop¬ 
ping 1.6 gigabyte hard drive and f3St PCI pentium® 
graphics, the ALR OPTIMAMT runs circles 
around other low-cost PCs. And talk about endurance. Like 
our award-winning servers and workstations, the ALR OPTI¬ 
MA MT offers unprecedented reliability backed by an industry 

leading 5 Year/36 Month warranty and one year of 

on-site service.* You’ll notice that our competitors aren’t 


nearly so confident in the quality of their systems. 

It’s a confidence that you’ll find built into the entire ALR 

OPTIMA family. With prices starting at $945 and CPU 
speeds up to 1 50'MHZ, there’s an ALR OPTIMA for 
practically every application. 

To find out more about the ALR OPTIMA, sprint over to 
your local ALR reseller. Or call our toll-free number. 


Advanced Logic 

- Keyword ALR Advanced 


Research, Inc. 


1-800-444-4ALR 

(ref# 5211) 

Circle 196 on reader service cord. 


Research, Inc. 9401 Jeronimo, Irvine. CA 92718 (714)581-6770 RAX: (714) 581-9240. Prices, 
















with your desktop performance I 

needs - now, for the future. > \ r \ 

In order for your notebook to 
kei'f) m stop with no compromise 
desktop performance, you need 
The 

STtP Note Plus comes packed with 

h r* ms equal or better than any ' - ■'V-?*‘ *'•"'" 

desktop PC: ^^^mS K g ^ ^ ^ ^ SSsSSgSB 

No compromise performance 

Up to 133MHz Pentium processor Modularity for customized tasks 
Up to 40 MB RAM Removable floppy drive provides: 

256KB synchronous L2 cache 4X CD ROM capability 

Clear, fast graphics Support for second battery 

Huge 11.3" or 10.4" DSTN or Removable Hard Drive 

TFT display Up to 1.3GB 


800 x 600 x 256 colors SVGA 
resolution on 11.3"display 
Accelerated PCI graphics 


Multimedia Subsystem Keeps 
You in Step 
16-bit stereo sound 
Built-in stereo speakers 
Built-in microphone 


http://www.everex.com 


Room to Grow 


Tech Support: 1-800-262-3312, 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

1-800-EVEREX1 


Full PCMCIA support 
Docking station support 
(shown in screen) 

Port Replicator support 


Keep the Beat 


2 year limited warranty 1 
48 hour Hot Swap for first year 
All at an affordable price 



Microsoft ' 
Windows 95 


Pentium® 


Circle 111 on reader service card. 


The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Proces- 
Microsoft Corporation.The EnergyStar emblem does not represent EPA endorsement 















Free Software! 

The 


ICR It! 


Scanning OS” 

Now Yon Can Scan Direct to Any Windows Application 


Bonce to scan convert 
[paperwork to text, 
retyping! 

Hail It! — 

is YOU scan, you can 
■ your image over 
Trie mail without 
Elite application! 


J PageManager turns 
■scanner into a stand- 
p fax machine. Just 
p your pages straight to 
■fax modem! 


Print/Copy It! 

pi your scanner into a 
bopypiachine! Just Drag & 
fflto print, copy or edit 
Bou scanned. 


« Seen Help 

IT* ft K 

m 3 


& 


Jane at4 Jar»at19 




Riesto! 


• N 


TT 


iSB D 


DM K 


* om WT7F f 

E-Mai 

Fax Print WinWord 

Creel Photoshop Presto! 


9 ? ^ 

f ? t * ® 



Drag & Drop It!- 1 

Drag & Drop documents to the 
applications you use most! Just 
add them to the Application Bar. 


Add Your Apps! 

Plug-in your favorite Windows 
applications! You can add multiple 
applictions like MS Word, Excel, 
Adobe Photoshop, Presto! Pro, etc. 


Scan Direct! 

The Scan Buttons let you 
scan to any application! Add 
up to 10 applications for one 
button scanning to Print, 
Copy, Fax, OCR & E-mail! 

File It! 

Save what you’re working 
on in an electronic file 
cabinet with text search 
tools. Type notes and 
highlight important info. 

Other Features! 

Presto! PageManager offers 
Text Annotation, Image 
Editor, Text Editor, and 
Built-In OCR. 


Jj happened to you: 

Bend $500 for great new 
Sre, but it doesn’t work with your 
:? So you spend $400 for a 
|nner, and now it doesn’t work 
Iff existing software? 
w all your concerns. That’s 
Be offer Presto! PageManager LE, 
tanning OS” that adds scanning 
ies to any Windows application. 


Call Today for Your FREE* Software! 

800-670-7271 

Or Download Presto! PageManager** 

http://www.tophat.com 


Presto! PageManager LE will turn 
your scanner into a multi-function 
peripheral. You can have one-button 
scanning, printing, copying, faxing, 
image editing, and OCR with any 
Twain-compliant scanner. 

Presto! PageManager adds value to 
your scanning investment. Call today 
to order Presto! PageManager, and for 
the first 100,000 callers, it’s FREE!* 
($99 value). 


'resto! PageManager le 


pdnoil-refundable $9-95 (US) or $19.95 (Canada) shipping & handling charge. Outside US 510-252-0267. ** There is a non-reiundable $9.95 charge to download from the Internet, 
or American Express card ready when you call. CD-ROM format. One copy per household. Offer good only in the US and Canada. Information and prices subject to change without i 
1996 NewSoft, Inc. Presto!, Presto! PageManager, Magic Within, and all other Presto! Products are trademarks of NewSoft, Inc. All other product i 
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Atlas Business Solutions and Microsoft More reviews on page 23 6 


Visual Staff Scheduler 


B it’s hardly rocket science, but arranging and assign¬ 
ing employee work shifts is frustrating and tedious. 
Visual Staff Scheduler (VSS) Pro 2.0 from Atlas Busi¬ 
ness Solutions, a graphical scheduling program, 
greatly simplifies this task for you. 

VSS Pro lets you easily define and input employees’ shifts 
and adjust them later. Once you’ve assigned shifts, you can 
change the number of days that appear on the schedule (up 
to 42 fit on a page), and customize the fonts and colors to 
create a professional-looking schedule. The program also 



3D Movie Maker 


H lf your kids want to make movies, they don’t need a 
multimillion-dollar budget or Steven Spielberg’s 
phone number. They just need 3D Movie Maker 
from Microsoft. This is one of the most creative chil¬ 
dren’s CD-ROM titles around. Aspiring young directors 
can learn elementary 3-D animation and make their own 



prints out expense reports 
and personal schedules for 
each employee, and you 
can tabulate and print an 
employee’s vacation days 
and sick days. The docu¬ 
mentation is thorough, and 
a helpful online tutorial 
explains the basic functions 
of each feature and pro¬ 
vides step-by-step guides 
to keep you from getting 
bogged down in the sched¬ 
uling process. 

Besides helping to assign shifts and reduce potential 
conflicts, VSS Pro records which workers will be on call, as 
well as your own miscellaneous notes. The only downsides 
are the lack of a print preview for schedules and reports, 
and no identification of onscreen icons. 

VSS Pro is an effective tool that’s more than up to the 
task of scheduling, and it’s fairly easy to install and use. 
With your scheduling taken care of, ail you need to worry 
about are those dreaded no-shows. WAYNE Kawamoto 


Scheduler Pro 2.0 

Pros: Assigning work shifts 
has never been simpler. 

Cons: No print-preview 
screen or identification 
of onscreen icons. 

Verdict: A boon to anyone 
who gets hung up in 
scheduling work shifts. 

$149 C$495 for a 20-user license) 
Atlas Business Solutions 
(800) 874-8801 
Reader Service No. 778 


movie masterpieces in a few 
easy steps. 

A quirky purple guy 
named McZee is the host 
and helper who provides 
inspiration in the Idea room. 

When kids enter the Project 
room, the rollerskating 
director, Melanie, guides 
them through projects 
designed to teach the build¬ 
ing blocks of animation. 

Once they’ve mastered the 
basics, they create original 
movies in the Studio. 3D Movie Maker supplies the actors, 
sounds, scenes, and camera angles; kids put them together. 
When it’s a wrap, kids screen their movies in the Theater. 

3D Movie Maker is a blast. The resulting movies aren’t 
Citizen Kane, but they’re fun. WAV sound files can be 
imported to enhance the music and dialogue. More clickable 
hot spots in the theater would be nice, and the graphics are 
sometimes dark and murky. But overall, 3D Movie Maker is 
great for aspiring filmmakers of any age. juliepolito 


3D Movie Maker 

Pros: Great step-by-step 
guidance through 
the basics of making 
animated movies. 

Cons: Why such 
gloomy graphics? 
Verdict: Too bad 
professional animation 
software isn’t as easy. 

$45 est street price 
Microsoft Corp. 

(800) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 779 
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“The Best Way to Bring 
Pictures Into Your PC” 





"fc results are astonishing... Get one—you’ll love it” 

-PC Mogajint 

“produces terrific video stills... the best we've ever seen” 

“For the first time, you can get print-quality images from video” 


SNAPPY Brings Stunning Pictures 
Prom Video Into Your PC 

Shy's Snappy lets you grab sensational PC stills 
any camcorder, VCR or TV. It’s easy! Just 
lug Snappy into the printer port on the back of 
■our desktop or laptop PC. Then connect any 
video source to Snappy with the included cable. 

Watch your PC screen and when you see the 
picture you want, click Snap. It's really that 
simple. For the first time ever, ANY scene your 
camcorder can see, ANY tape in your VCR or ANY 
showon TV can be a perfect still on your PC. 

With the press of a single button, Snappy 
captures breathtaking images in 16.8 
million vibrant colors at record- 
breaking resolutions up to 1500 x 
1125. It’s perfect for thousands 
ofuses from desktop publishing, 
databases, faxing 
and Internet pictures, all the way 
toPC photo albums, school 
reports or just morphing your 
friends into celebrities grabbed 
from TV. Snappy is already the 
USA’s best-selling PC video add- 
. Hundreds-of-thousands of PC 
users are surprising their families, 
amazing their friends and impressing 
their clients with awesome stills 
grabbed right from 
video. Snappy is 
the technology 


breakthrough that 


more powerful, 


award-winning software 

■Buy a Snappy and you’ll also get Fauve Matisse SE 
yfpr paint, retouching and titling and Gryphon 
Morph for morphing, warping, and special effects. 


★ ★★★★ 

Cwwwtef . 
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PictureTel offers 
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best overall systems 


WARRANTY & SUPPORT 

Not only we offer great 


MAGNA MEDIA 


1899 


• Intel Pentium 166MHz Processor 

• 256KB Synchronous Pipelined BURST Cache 

• Intel 430FX PCIset & Plug 'n Play Flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO Performance Enhanced Memory 

• 1,6GB EIDE Hard Drive 

• #9 Virge 3D 64-bit Graphics Engine w/2MB EDO 
DRAM (MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

• Terminal Velocity & Screamer 3D Games on CDs 

• 28.8 Voice Fax/Modem with Software 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 16-bit Sound Card & Speakers 

• 15" SVGA Flatscreen Color Monitor (Optional 17") 

• 104-key Keyboard & Serial Mouse 

• Smart Design 8-Bay Tower Case 

• Microsoft Windows 95 on CD 

• Choice of lotus Smartsuite 96 or Microsoft Works, 
Money, Encarta 96 & Entertainment CD Bundle 

• 1.44 MB, 3.5", Floppy Disk Drive 

• Netscape Navigator WWW Browser, 
America On-Line & CompuServe software.* 


5 1649 5 1749 

133MHz Pentium Processor 1 SOMHz Pentium Processor 


MAGNA GRAPHICS MEDIA 


*2199 


BUSINESS LEASE: S68/MONTH 

• Intel Pentium 166MHz Processor 

• 512KB Synchronous Pipelined BURST Cache 

• Intel 430VX PCIset & Plug 'n Play Flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO Performance Enhanced Memory 

• 2.0GB EIDE Hard Drive 

• Matrox Millenium 3D 64-bit PCI w/2MB WRAM 
(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

• MPEG Playback Video Software 

• 28.8 Voice Fax/Modem with Software 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Plug 'n PlayAW32 Wavetable Sound Card 

• 300 Watt 3D SURROUND Sound Speakers 

• 15" SVGA Flatscreen Color Monitor (Optional 17") 

• Microsoft Windows 95 on CD 

• Choice of lotus Smartsuite 96 or Microsoft Works, 
Money, Encarta 96 & Entertainment CD Bundle 

• 1.44 MB, 3.5", Floppy Disk Drive 

• 104-key Keyboard & Serial Mouse 

• Smart Design 8-Bay Tower Case 

• Netscape Navigator WWW Browser, 
America On-Line & CompuServe software.* 


30 Day Money Back, 
Lifetime Technical Support, 
Lifetime Labor & One Year 
Parts Warranty which can be 
extended up to 4 year with our 
optional GE Service Protection 


Call for other MAXIMUS 
Award Winning Systems! 

TO ORDER, CALL 

MAXIMUS 

800 * 888*6294 

Internet http://www.maximuspc.c 

MAXIMUS COMPUTERS, INC. 

International: 818.305.5925 • Fax:818-357.9140 
710 E. Cypress Ave, Unit-A • Monrovia, CA 91016 
Hours: Monday-Friday 7-7 Saturday 9-5 P, S. T. 
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3D BLASTER! 

Shatter lite Visual Limits 
with 3D Graphics! 




































J’tTI 


With today's operating systems and applications, you 
afford to choose between quality and quantity. You need both. 

You know it. So does Western Digital. That's why we now offer 2.1 GB 
and 2.5 GB hard drives. That's right. A 2.1 GB and a 2.5 GB drive 
from the company that makes the world's most recommended hard drives. 


But Wait, 





Windows 95. Windows NT, OS/2 

50-150 MB 

Business, graphics and 
utility software 

150-500 MB 

Games/education 

100-400 MB 


Graphics, presentations, 
spreadsheets, etc. 

300-600 MB 

Sound - 30-40 min. hiqh fidelity 

225-450 MB 

Video - 30-40 min. compressed 

270-540 MB 

On-line services, Internet: 
downloaded files 

100-500 MB 


Western Digital didn't have to sacrifice performance to break the 2 GB barrier. These 
new hard drives offer 5,200 RPM spindle speed and sub 12-millisecond seek times. 
And, of course, Western Digital's award-winning quality and reliability. 

2.1 GB and 2.5 GB hard drives. We've got them. You're going to need them. Because 
if you think today's applications eat up storage, wait till you see tomorrow's. 


Why a Higher Capacity Hard Drive is Important 

This chart illustrates how much hard drive space an 
average computer user would require over a three year 
period (over 2 GB). A Western Digital high-capacity, 
high-performance hard drive lets users efficiently run 
more of today's software - and tomorrow's. 


Phone: 1-800-832-4778 Internet: http://www.wdc.com/ DocuFAX: 714-932-4300 


i is start i saaasstt 


e Windows'?! 


The World's Most 
Recommended 
hard Drive ' 


525 WESTERN DIGITAL 
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www.softboard.com 


M I C R 0 F I E L D 

&“9 |« "" -i 

Microfield Graphics, Inc, 

9825 SW Sunshine Court 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
503-626-9393, Fax 503-641-9333 
e-mail: sb_info@mfg.com 


Imagine the project where 
you all have the same vision, 
the same objectives, and the 
same notes. 


SoftBoard® only looks and feels like an ordinary whiteboard. 
Whatever you create on a SoftBoard appears instantly on your 
Windows™-based PC or Mac®. Once it's there, you can save it, 
print it, cut and paste it, e-mail it, fax it, even network it to 
multiple sites. Use SoftBoard in collaborative discussions and 
brain-storming sessions. You can share information, create new 
ideas and keep records without tedious transcribing. 


From personal to conference room sizes, wall or cubicle mount, 
table top, or mobile, there's a SoftBoard to fit your needs: model 
201, a full-size wall mounted version; model 203, integrated 
with a rolling stand; and model 205, a personal size version for 
your office wall, table top, or cubicle. 


For our brochure and information on all our SoftBoard models 
call 1-800-334-4922 today. 
























VisionTek: http://www.visiontek.com ©1996 




Hands on. It's the way VisionTek designs and manufactures VISIONTEK/ 
each and every memory module. Meeting or exceeding OEM 
specifications. Count on VisionTek to deliver "mission-critical" 
components. 100% tested, guaranteed-compatible and lifetime 
warranteed. So commited to quality control, you'll flip. 1-800-360-7185. 
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$479"* 


0 OQ 


889 




* 69 " 


AN INNOVATIVE ALTERNATIVE FOR MULTIMEDIA AUTHORING 


* 39 " 


* 199 "* 


MORE AMAZING COREL PRODUCTS 
FOR YOUR MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS 


ideal for Creating: 

Multimedia applications 
and games 

^ Corporate presentations 

Interactive training 
guides 

^ Kiosks 

' Digital publications 
Screen savers 

•f Incredible Value! 

(* 200+ fonts 

* 1,100+ clipart images 

* 250+ video clips and animation files 

* 1,400+sound files 

* 100+ graphics-packed libraries 
including complex 3D images 

* 100+ pre-made transition effects 

* 150+ backgrounds 


TigerDirect 


1 - 800 - 897-0024 
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IDG Books Worldwide and Berkeley Systems More reviews on page 244 


INTERNET UTILITIES 


Internet Starter Kit 


H lf you’re looking to learn more about the Net but 
don’t just want to read another book on the subject, 
check out The Internet for Windows for Dummies 
Starter Kit. This collection of books and software pro¬ 
vides everything you need to learn about the Internet. 

The Starter Kit includes The Internet for Dummies and 
The Internet for Dummies Quick Reference. These two 



books are extremely handy 
guides to what the Internet 
is, how it works, and how 
to access it. Also in the box 
is The 1994 Internet White 
Pages, which offers useful 
information on Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) and 
domain names, in addition 
to a multitude of e-mail 
addresses. You can pur¬ 
chase updates to the White 
Pages via subscription. (All 
the books in the Starter Kit 
were published in 1994 by IDG Books Worldwide.) 

The bundled software includes NetManage’s Internet 
Chameleon suite of apps for Web browsing, e-mail, Telnet, 
Gopher, FTP, and other basic Internet tasks. One drawback: 
You can use Chameleon only with the six specified ISPs. 

The Internet for Windows for Dummies Starter Kit is 
well worth the $40 price. If you’re not on the Net yet or 
you feel unclear on how to get started, this package is just 
what you need to get on the I-Way. MICHAEL BANKS 



The Internet 
for Dummies 
Starter Kit 

Pros: A solid collection of 
Internet books and software. 
Cons: Internet Chameleon 
works only with specified ISPs. 

Verdict: Ready to tackle 
the Net? The Starter Kit has 
all you need to get going. 

$40 list price 
IDG Books Worldwide 
[800} 762-2974 
Reader Service No. 780 


Totally Twisted 


S Fed up with flying toasters? Weary of warping stars? 
1^1 Bored by bouncing balls? Had it up to here with all 
|^| the innocent and cozy screen savers on the market? 
IHl You’re in for a change of pace, because there is an 
alternative—and alternative is the key word. 

Berkeley Systems—the company responsible for Amer¬ 
ica’s obsession with screen savers—has released a new col¬ 
lection called Totally Twisted. With an emphasis on blood 



and gore, this set consists of 
13 fully animated, custom¬ 
izable screen savers that are 
absolutely sick and gross. 

It starts innocently 
enough: You’ll chuckle at 
the lighthearted whimsy of 
a bungee-jumping cow. 

But you might not exactly 
guffaw out loud when the 
cord unexpectedly breaks 
and the cow plunges to the 
ground, exploding in a 
spray of blood and bone. 

And what about the sweet little kitty playing on the 
grass? Isn’t it cute? Uh-oh, here comes a lawn mower. 
You can guess what happens next. 

Many of the animations parody Berkeley Systems’ clas¬ 
sic screen savers. Flying toasters become flying toilets. A 
hypnotic fish tank is transformed into a nasty toxic swamp. 

At first it’s funny to see this subversion of the stuffy 
world of screen savers. But the joke soon wears thin, and 
then it’s just more of the same. leander KAHNEY 


Totally Twisted 
After Dark 
Screen Saver 

Pros: Not your average 
screen saver. 

Cons: Not everyone likes 
toilet humor. 

Verdict: Twisted images 
are amusing but they get 
old fast. 

$30 est. street price 
Berkeley Systems 
[800) 344-5541 
Reader Service No. 787 
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Best answers 


Today, • a ■ • 

muLion 

of people will experience 
their worst niqhtmare. 



They will lose presentations and 
reports to a computer crash! 


They will blame their 
software or hardware 
when a power problem 
is really responsible. 

Power problems can also 
cause network and hard drive 
crashes, read/write errors, cor¬ 
ruption or loss of data, faulty 
data transmissions, system 
lockups, premature failure of 
components and much more. 


Best Power products are your 
answer. They clean up dirty 
power, which can reduce your 
computer problems by up to 
80%.* They also provide 
backup power to shutdown 
gracefully in a blackout. 

And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
bundled with free software, 
providing power monitoring 
and automatic unattended 
shutdown for your system. 


Don’t take unnecessary risks. 
Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 


1 - 800 - 469-4842 

Ask for operator 356 


E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.co 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 




est 

Power 
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The Answer in Power Protection 






ZIPping Files 

is as easy as Drag and Drop... 



...With No Cryptic Commands 


Vertisoft Zip-lt's m efficient file compression lets 

you complete online transfers in seconds, and 

free-up megabytes of hard disk space. 

Zip-lt's a Must For... 

■ Surfing the Internet. Data, sound, graphics, and 
video files are almost always compressed. You need 
an easy way to extract them. 

1 Transferring files. Smaller files are easier, faster and 
cheaper to share online or on floppy. 

* Ending hard disk clutter. Large files and infrequently 
used files can be compressed to take up less disk space. 

All the Features YOU Need 

■ 100% PKZIP compatible — the worldwide 
compressed file standard. 

■ Designed for Windows ® 95, 3.1 and NT 

■ Easily create compressed ZIP files — just 
drag and drop files to compress them. And you can 
create Windows-compatible self-extracting ZIP files 
to share with people that don’t have Vertisoft Zip-It. 
They just point-and-click to extract the files they need. 

■ Extract any ZIP file in seconds — double¬ 
click a ZIP file to view a list of the ZIPped files within 
it. Then point-and-click to extract them. 

a Instantly view and edit ZIPped files — 
double-click a ZIPped file to view it with its associated 
application or with one of Vertisoft Zip-It’s many built-in 
viewers. You can even edit a ZIPped document without 
ever extracting it. 

■ Netscape Navigator ™ compatible — 

new Vertisoft Zip-It plug-in module lets you easily 
view and extract ZIPped files on the Internet from 
within Navigator. 



■ Remotely view 
and extract 
ZIP files — 

new Remote Zip 
function lets you 
preview and extract 
portions of ZIP files 
over the Internet 
without download¬ 
ing the entire ZIP 
file. (FTP site must 
have remote zip server.) 


Quickly view files 
without extracting 


“...makes ZIPping pies a breeze." 

PC Magazine, May 14, 1996 


TRY 


ZppjBfREE 

cal 1 * 800466-5875 «ti208 


Call now and we'll rush you Zip-It FREE! Pay only a $7.50 
shipping and handling fee. If Zip-It isn't the fastest and 
easiest way to ZIP and unZIP files in Windows, return it 
within 30 days and owe 
nothing more. If you like it, 
pay only $39.95 — that's $30 
off the suggested retail price! 

Also available at your local retailer. 


http//:www.vertisoftsys.com 




not valid with any other offer. © Copyright 1996 Vertisoft Systems, Inc. Vertisoft Zip-It is a trademark of Vertisoft Systems, Inc. All other brand r 
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It’s actually power 
problems masquer¬ 
ading as hardware 
or software problems. 

Sure, you can blame your pro¬ 
gram or equipment when your 
computer locks up. But it’s 
probably bad power. And most 
power problems are undetect¬ 
able, even though the average 
computer site is hit by 289 a 
year. They can cause crashes, 
corrupt or lost data, faulty data 
transmissions and lots more. 




Best Power products are your 
answer. If you have a blackout, 
they give you enough power to 
shutdown everything correctly. 
They also clean up dirty power 
before it reaches your equipment, 
which can reduce your computer 
problems by up to 80%.* 


And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
bundled with free software 
on CD-ROM to program 
automatic shutdown in the 
event of a power failure. 


Don’t let power-related 
downtime affect your bottom 
line. Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 


1 - 800 - 469-4842 

Ask for operator 357 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.cc 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 

dropped 82% after installation of a UPS. 
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Fortress® Uninterruptible Power Systems 
(Includes Free Software) 


The Answer in Power Protection 








(And the price will blow you away.) 

Imagine one of these on your conference room table. A new 
LitePro® 210 multimedia projector. Out of one end blasts bright, 
colorful video and computer graphics. Out of the other end (and 
the top) you get rich, room-filling sound powered by JBL® speakers. 

We even packed in things that make it easier. Like software 
that adjusts the picture for you. And our exclusive CableWizard™ 
that slashes the wire jungle down to just one cord. 


Yet there’s one thing we left off—a hefty price tag. Our new 
projectors are modular. So you only pay for what you need. And 
you can upgrade later. It’s innovations like these that have made 
us the world leader. And projectors like this that’ll blow you away 


InFocus 


Take a test drive: 1-800-294-6400 
or http://www.infs.com 


Phone (503) 685-8888 Fax (503) 685-8631. In Europe: Phone (31) 23 5623200 Fax (31) 23 5624388. PCC ©1996 In Focus Systems, Inc. In Focus and LitePro a 
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Every Best Power 
Single-Phase UPS 
comes bundled with free 
unattended-shutdown 
and monitoring software. 

What happens if you’re away 
from the office when an out¬ 
age hits, even with a UPS? 

Best Power unattended- 
shutdown software is the 
answer. In a power emer¬ 
gency, it can page or 




e-mail you, notify users of 
impending shutdown, close 
your system properly and 
allow remote monitoring. 

Plus, it’s completely free. 
Many UPS makers will tell 
you their software’s free 
and just raise their prices. 
But Best Power bundles free 
software on CD-ROM with 
every Single-Phase UPS, or 
you can download it from 
the Internet. 


50 when you leave your com¬ 
puter or network, leave it in 
good hands. Protect it with 
Best Power’s free software. 

Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1 - 800 - 469-4842 

Ask for operator 358 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.com 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 

51 Best; 

■S Power 



Fortress® Uninterruptible Power Systems 
(Includes Free Software) 


The Answer in Power Protection 
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Think Your System is Optimized? 
Think Again. 


Or better yet let Qualitas do the thinking for you. 
New Qualitas MAX 8 for Windows 95, Windows 
3.lx and DOS optimizes your system the way 
other RAM programs can’t. It safely manages 
system resources to your best advantage and 
maximizes Windows RAM, without any complica- 


Easily Beat Windows Memory Problems 

Windows requires low DOS memory for every 
single application. Even with systems with 
large amounts of RAM. So while you may have 
plenty of total memory available, you still get 
“insufficient system resources” errors. 

By making Windows use extended memory 
instead of low DOS, new Go Ahead technology 
lets you open more Windows applications at once. 
As a result, for the first time, you can fully use 
Windows OLE. 

Together with Qualitas’ updated, award¬ 
winning 386MAX features, you get the maximum 
possible amount of memory for both Windows and 
DOS applications running in Windows. So you 
can run all your memory-hungry programs like 
today’s hottest CD-ROM games, Norton Utilities, 
Internet software, and PC Tools. 



Take Your Performance to the MAX 

No more “Out of Memory” messages. No more 
guesswork in optimizing your Windows configuration. Just greater 
memory power and increased performance for Windows 95, 3. lx, 
and DOS. 

With full Plug ’n Play support, convenient toolbar display of 
system resources and smooth Windows installation and setup, 
Qualitas MAX 8 is the total solution for all of your current and 
future Windows needs. 


See your local dealer or call direct today. 

1 - 800 - 733-1377 

Available at: CompUSA • Computer City • Best Buy • Micro Center • Egghead 


Qualitas 


The Intelligent 


All company and product names are trademarks or 
© 1995 Qualitas, Inc. Qualitas, 7101 Wisconsin A 

http://www.qualitas.com info@qualitas.com 


registered trademarks of their respective owners, 
enue. Suite 1024, Bethesda, MD 20814. 
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Memory Manager 


















STACK THE DECK 
IN YOUR FAVOR. 



1 * 800 - 327-8627 [ 


mx What if you knew crucial information ahead of your competition? What if 
you could literally see all the intertwined functions of your business inside 
a single picture? Imagine having that kind of power every hour of every day. 

You can. In fact, thousands of companies successfully use it every day. It’s Maplnfo® 
desktop mapping. And it’s changing the way business is being done. 

How? With the help of a map. It can bring together all different kinds of data. 
Transforming those boring rows and columns into obvious, actionable answers. Go 
ahead and ask even the toughest business questions. Our desktop mapping applications 
can instantly reveal hidden relationships and patterns, bring new opportunities into focus, 
and help you see things you couldn’t see before. Things your competition still can’t see. 

That’s the power. The power of holding all the cards. You’ll be making crucial 
decisions on issues other companies haven’t even begun to think about. And without 
question, you’ll have one heck of an unfair advantage. 

Call for our free demo disk. Or visit us on the Web at http://www.mapinfo.com. 
After all, you’ve got every reason to want to stack the deck in your favor. 


side US 1-518-285-6000. runs on Wm 


mdHP!* Mtpfn/o and IheMapInJb logo are togis 



With Maplnfo, boring data 
becomes exciting maps that provide 
a powerful picture of your business. 
Analyze your business with an 
affordable Maplnfo solution 
that's just right for you. 


Jl Maplnfo 
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MaconUSA and Inroads I ntaractive More reviews on page 232 
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BUSINESS MAP DATA 


Maps and Data 

■ Want to map your sales or marketing data geographi¬ 
cally in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet? Just use the 
software’s built-in mapping functions. But if Excel’s 
mapping features are too limited, turn to MaconUSA’s 
Maps and Data for Microsoft Office 95—a comprehensive 
collection of world maps and market statistics. 

Maps and Data offers handsome line-art charts of each 
U.S. state and the world’s major countries. These detailed 
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REFERENCE CD-ROM 


maps show regions broken 
down to county or zip- 
code levels (or their equiva¬ 
lents) and display cities, 
main airports, highways, 
and more. You’ll also find 
Census Bureau statistics 
(from 1990) that cover 
demographics such as popu¬ 
lation and income. Using an 
Excel spreadsheet, you can 
represent the data in colors 
for each zip code, county, 
state, or country, or use 
tools like dot densities, pie charts, and graduated symbols. 

The collection comes with basic instructions on entering 
and displaying the data in Excel, and suggestions on how to 
use maps. It also contains information about most major 
countries, but offers complete maps only of Europe and the 
world. One hitch—you can’t map and compare by continent. 

If you’ve maxed out Excel’s mapping abilities, use Maps 
and Data for Microsoft Office 95. You’ll find you can put 
your business on the map—literally. WAYNE KAWAMOTO 



Maps and Data 
for Microsoft 
Office 95 

Pros: Afirst-rate collection 
of maps for Excel. 

Cons: Setup can be tricky. 

Verdict: Anyone serious 
about making thematic maps 
for their business will find 
this collection useful. 

$99 est. street price 
MaconUSA 

[800] 903-3127, [617] 254-2295 
Reader Service No. 782 


Multimedia Dogs 2.0 


B There’s more to a dog than just a cute face. If you’ve 
decided to get a dog and want to learn more about all 
the breeds out there, Inroads Interactive’s CD-ROM, 
Multimedia Dogs 2.0, is a good place to turn. 

A bone-shape toolbar is your navigational palette, and it 
includes brief breed narratives, informational videos, games, 
and other tidbits. For each type of dog you’ll find a picture, 
a short historical write-up, and the breed characteristics. 



However, the write-ups 
don’t cover temperament 
and weight—two impor¬ 
tant factors in choosing 
your dog. You must fill 
out a Fetch profile of the 
characteristics you’d wel¬ 
come in a dog, and Multi- 
media Dogs provides a list 
of suitable breeds. 

The most useful infor¬ 
mation in Multimedia Dogs 
is not in the breed anec¬ 
dotes or videos, but under 
the Topics option. There you’ll find great advice and facts 
about everything from house training to dog shows. 

Multimedia Dogs is a good place to start if you’re try¬ 
ing to narrow down a breed search to a few select dogs. 
To get more detailed facts, you’re better off visiting a 
dog-oriented Web site or your local bookstore. If you’re 
already a dog owner, you’ll enjoy learning about other 
breeds and playing the Name That Dog breed-identifying 
game included on the CD. kyla K. carlson 



Multimedia 
Dogs 2.0 

Pros: Offers facts, photos, 
and videos on most dog breeds. 
Cons: Lacks detailed data; 
an annoying Multimedia Cats 
ad appears every timeyou exit. 
Verdict: A good place to go 
for basic breed information if 
you've decided to get a dog. 

$30 est. street price 
Inroads Interactive 
[800] 722-6527, [888] 467-6237 
Reader Service No. 783 


244 


GUST 1996 







































DELL DIMENSION 
Reliable PCs For 
High Performance 
Computing 


> Mini Tower Model 

> 16MB EDO Memory 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

t1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 
r 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

> 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator 
with 2MB VRAM 

t 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 


* MS® Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows® 95 

* Microsoft® Windows NT™/30 Days Free 
Support/MS Mouse 

* 3 Year Limited Warranty 1 with 
1 Year On-site' Service 

* Now, Microsoft Windows NT 4.0 Upgrade 
Coupon included at no extra charge. 0 

* Upgrade to 32MB of EDO memory, 
add $249. 


The New 

200MHz Dell Dimension 
XPS Pro200n 


MM 


PRO LEAVES THE 


IN THE DUST / 1 



-PC Computing, 3/96 




WJNDCWSNI PENTIUM.PRO 


PC Computing, March 1996 article reprinted with permission of PC Computing. ©Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. tFora 
complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA L.R, 2214 W. Braker Lane, Suite D, Austin, 
TX 78758. ^Business leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. ^On-site service provided by BancTec Service Corporation. 
On-site service may not be available in certain remote locations. °0ffer valid in the U.S. only and applies to this system if 
purchased between 6/1/96 and 9/30/96. Upgrade available on CD only and printed user documentation is not included. 

to change without notice. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Pro Processor 
logo is a trademark of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft, Windows and the Windows NT logo are registered trademarks 
and Windows NT is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 


H No ifs, ands, or buts. Just 
pure, unbridled speed. Period. 
That's the Dell Dimension XPS 
Pro200n. The breathtakingly fast machine 
that prompted PC Computing to reach for 
oxygen as they remarked, "...it's the fastest 
Intel-based system we've ever seen- hands 
down'.' And in comparing the performance 
of this Pentium Pro to that of the Pentium, 
they said, "...exceptional - more than double 
that of the 133MHz Pentium." 

So, if you're a 32-bit power user and want 
optimal Windows NT performance, give us 
a call. We'll set you up with what they're 
calling the ultimate Pentium Pro system. You 
know, the one with no asterisks. 


MsLL 

H. l .l:l. l d:l - 

800 - 901-3355 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canadatcall 800-233-0750 

I' Keyeodg iff)2l33 | 



























DIAMONDTRON FROM ra ■ wounii 
THE REINVENTION OF CRT TECHNOLOGY 


Now there is an entirely new way of looking at your monitor. DIAMONDTRON from Mitsubishi Electronics is a complete 
reinvention of CRT technology. Everything you’ve seen before will pale in comparison to the display performance and application 
versatility of Mitsubishi’s new family of sharper and brighter DIAMONDTRON monitors, including the Diamond Pro® I7TX 
(17" CRT/16.0" diagonal viewable image) and Diamond Pro 2ITX (21" CRT/19.7" diagonal viewable image) models. 

Along with the superb image quality and large viewing area of the DIAMONDTRON CRT is a Digital Chassis design which 
results in a lighter, more compact enclosure for easy integration into existing work spaces. 

Make sure your next monitor isn’t based on out-of-date technology. Ask for Mitsubishi's cutting edge DIAMONDTRON 

monitors. With a design this revolutionary, there will 
soon be followers. So, remember to specify the original 


| The Mitsubishi Desktop Product Line 

Model 

CRT Size 

Maximum Addressable 
Resolution (H x V) Pixels 

AutO-SCe 

m Range 

Estimated 
Selling Price 

Performance Line 

Diamond Scan15HX 

15713.8" DVI* 

1280x1024/60 Hz Nl, 
1024x768/75 Hz 

H:30-64 

kHz, V:50-90 Hz 

$450.00 

Diamond Scan 15VX 

15713.8" DVI* 

1280x1024/60 Hz Nl, 

H:30-65 

kHz, V:55-100 Hz 

$410.00 

Diamond Scan 17HX 

17715.7" DVI* 

1600x1200/65 Hz Nl 

H:30-82 kHz, V:50-130 Hz 

$849.00 

Diamond Scan 20H 

20718.6" DVI* 

1600x1200/65 Hz Nl 

H:30-82 kHz, V:50-152 Hz 

$1,699.00 

Diamond Scan 20M 

20718.6" DVI* 

1024 x 7681, 800 x 600Nl 

H:15-38 kHz, V:45-90Hz 

$1,699.00 

Diamond Scan 20LP 

20718.6" DVI* 

1024 x 7681, 800 x 600Nl 

H:15-38 kHz, V:45-90 Hz 

$1,745.00 

Professional Line 

Diamond Pro 17TX 

17716.0" DVI* 

1600x1200/66 Hz Nl 

H:30-86 

kHz, V:50-152 Hz 

$1,059.00 

Diamond Pro 21TX 

21719.7" DVI* 

1600x1200/75 Hz Nl 

H:30-93 

kHz, V:50-152 Hz 

$1,899.00 


* DVI: Diagonal Viewable Image. Certain non-standard timing formats will reduce Diagonal Viewable Image. 


our complete line of color monitors, call us at 
I -800-843-2515 in the U.S. and Mexico. In Canada call 
I -800-387-9630. For immediate product specifications, call 
Mitsubishi Qwikfax at 1-800-937-2094. Or reach us 
online at http://www.mela-itg.com 

A MITSUBISHI 

DISPLAY PRODUCTS 


AiiiliPsg W ® 1?IB £ 1 jBj I 

©1996 Mitsubishi Electronics America, Inc. DIAMONDTRON is a trademark and Diamond Pro is aTegistered trademark of Mitsubishi Electronics America, Inc. 
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The New 
® Standard 
is Here 


One SCSI Drive 


Both 4X CD-ROM and Rewritable Optical 


It's the Phasewriter Dual™ with PD technology 
from Toray and it transcends existing standards 
with more flexibility than any other optical drive. 

| Phasewriter Dual reads CD-ROMs at quad speed 
and reads or writes to optical disks at a blistering 
|87 MBytes/second transfer rate. Just drop a 
ICD-ROM into our new Phasewriter Dual or 
switch to a 650 MByte single-sided rewritable 
disk for portable data exchange. The Phasewriter 
Dual is setting new standards with higher 
capacity and CD-ROM compatibility at a much 
lower cost. 

And it's Fast, Fast, Fast! 

Plug this drive into any platform hardware or 
network and you're ready to go. 


The single front loading tray holds CD-ROMs or 
Toray's CD-size rewritable optical (PD)disks. 
Because it is a SCSI drive, the software identifies 
and mounts either media automatically. 


For information on drives, media or the retailer 
nearest you, call 1-800-TORAY-PD. 


PHAUWRITEkl 


by 

'TORAY' 


email: info@toray.com Internet: http://www.toray.com 

©1995 Toray Marketing & Sales (America), Inc. 













Now 




You Can Bat 


Those Baby Blues 



All Over 
The Internet. 


Introducing Connectix Color QuickCam", 
the camera and software that lets you 
use your computer in fun ways at home, 
business and on the net. Send personalized 
cards. Add images to business reports. 
Videoconference with additional 1 
software. Spiff up your web site.; 
Get Color QuickCam for under $200'. 
Just plug it in, install the software and 
start taking brilliant color pictures > 
and video on your computer. 
















The Monitor that Shows 
You the Whole Dam Tiling. 



^ The Pivot 1700™has other 17"color monitors beat 
from top to bottom. It pivots from horizontal to 
vertical mode to give you the tallest, sharpest display you 
can get. Taller, even, than a 21"monitor! And a whole lot 
more affordable. So now you can read a full 8.5"xll"page 
without scrolling. 

Give us a call today or, 
if you prefer, e-mail us at 
pdlcalif@aol.com for the i 
I whole story. 


800-858-7744 Ext. 22 


http://www.portrait.com 
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Likes 5iuan: After listening carefully to her needs, a Swan sales consultant 


custom-designed a powerful, expandable desktop system with the exact components required 
to serve her specialized legal niche, A few months later when she called Swan for help with her 
legal database, Swans technical support staff walked her through it. When she upgraded her 
memory a few months after that, the same sales consultant advised her of her options, 
then made a recommendation based on her usage patterns. Today she's closing in on her real 


goal: more time with her family and friends; less time in front of a computer. 



prHouseioofflHz $2099 

'.100MHz Intel * Pentium® Processor 

|6MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• I.6GB Hard Drive 

[15 ,28dp Monitor 

64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 

2MB EDO DRAM 
s8X CD-ROM Drive 
128.8 Kbps Internal Fax/Modem 
■16-bit Stereo SoundBlaster™ Compatible 
Sound, Altec Lansing Stereo Speakers 
Microsoft® Office Professional 
3 p limited warranty 

llio available with 


PowerHousei66fHHz $27*19 

• I66MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 
•I6MB Memory, 5I2K Cache 
•2.5GB Hard Drive 

• 15” ,28dp Monitor 

• 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 

2MB EDO DRAM 

•8X CD-ROM Drive 
•28.8 Kbps Internal Fax/Modem 
•16-bit Stereo SoundBlaster™ Compatible 
Sound, Altec Lansing Stereo Speakers 

• Microsoft® Office Professional 

• 3 year limited warranty 

Also available uiith 
17” monitor - $30^9 


5 u)anflote-Plus/CD 133 $3999 

• I33MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

• I2.I” Active-Matrix 800x600 
Color Display 

• 16MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• 1.3GB Hard Drive 

• 6X CD-ROM Internal Module, 

3.5” Modular Floppy Disk Drive 

• 16-bit Stereo Audio, 

SoundBlaster™ Compatible 

• Infrared IrDA Port 

• Lithium Ion Battery 

• I year limited warranty 

Also available uiith 

iooHz processor-$37*t9 


Performance Pro 2oo(T1Hz $^099 

• 200MHz Intel® Pentium Pro® Processor 
•32MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• 2.5GB Hard Drive 

• 17” ,28dp Monitor 

• 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 

2MB EDO DRAM 

•8X CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft® Office Professional 

• 3 year limited warranty 

Also available uiith premium sound package: 
32-bit sound card and Cambridge Sounduiorks 
speakers!! - $^^9 

business leases available on all systems. 
Choose from Windows 95® or Ulindouis AT® pre-installed. 


we, eajv 




for more information, call 800 . 55 / 1 . 67^3 today to speak uiith a 5uuan sales consultant. 

federal customers call: 800.382.1,919 ■ Education/state and iocal government customers call: 800.559.8892 ■ Internet: umjuj.suiantech.com 

Circle 166 on reader service card. 


4 


Swan 

TECHNOLOGIES 




96PCC8 












WINDOWS 95 


Patton & Patton Software and Starfish Software 






Flow Charting PDQ 


W Creating detailed flowcharting diagrams is tricky 
Ig9 business. Want to make things a little easier on 
yourself? Flow Charting Professional Diagrams 
I™ Quickly (PDQ) promises to get your flowcharting 
jobs done easily and expeditiously. 

Flow Charting PDQ gives you standard flowcharting 
symbols, plus those for ANSI, ISO, and electronic circuits. 
The package also includes templates of symbols that you 
choose from. Just drag them onto your chart, type text into 



the symbols, draw lines to 
connect them, and you’re 
set. The QuickConnect 
handle makes it easy to join 
two symbols together: Just 
click on one symbol’s han¬ 
dle and drag it to another’s. 

From there you can add 
arrows or jumps and 
change the line thickness. 

The package is easy 
enough to use, but for the 
price it should include some 
type of wizard to guide 
flowchart novices through the process of creating complex 
diagrams. Other weaknesses are a lack of information on 
what kind of symbol is best to use for a specific operation, 
and no way to detect logical errors in a chart. 

If you’re starting from scratch, Flow Charting PDQ gives 
you the tools you need to create professional-looking flow¬ 
charts. If, however, you have experience with desktop¬ 
publishing or CAD software, you may find that for the price, 
the package you already have is all you need. JIM BURTON 


Pros: Easy to use; includes 
ANSI, ISO, and electronic- 
circuit symbols. 

Cons: Lacks a how-to wizard 
to guide new users through 
flowchart creation. 

Verdict: Good for making 
professional flowcharts, 
but not for novices. 

Si 35 est. street price 
Patton & Patton Software Corp. 
(800) 525-0082, (408) 778-6557 
Reader Service No. 784 


TIME-KEEPING UTILITY 

EarthTime2.Q 

S Time waits for no one—especially during business 
hours. You know the usual workday chaos: conference 
calls to make, meetings to attend, calls to return, and 
piles of paperwork to wade through. The hard part 
about maintaining this daily regimen is trying to do everything 
during standard business hours. And if your business is inter¬ 
national, you might also have to know when it’s 5 p.m. on the 
other side of the globe. Starfish Software’s EarthTime 2.0, 




available as both a stand¬ 
alone app and a plug-in for 
Netscape’s Navigator 2.0, 
solves this problem in one 
quick-and-easy glance. 

With EarthTime you can 
simultaneously monitor 
the local time in eight cities 
of your choice from your 
desktop. The animated 
worldwide map indicates 
areas of daylight and dark¬ 
ness, helping you plan the 
best time to place calls and 
send faxes across time zones. In addition, the software auto¬ 
matically adjusts to accommodate Daylight Saving Time. 

Rather than using a variety of references to look up facts 
about other cities, you can access that data with a mouse- 
click. For example, you can check out a country’s telephone 
codes and its local currency. Although not a necessity, 
EarthTime 2.0 is helpful for anyone who communicates 
around the world. For just $20 you can know the time in 
several countries at once. KEDREN DILLARD 


EarthTime 2.0 

Pros: Forget your watch and 
you'll still know what time it 
is—all around the globe. 
Cons: Of little value unless 
you do a lot of worldwide 
communication. 

Verdict: A few dollars 
from petty cash buys you 
time all over the world. 

$20 est. street price 
Starfish Software 
[800) 765-7839, (408) 461-5800 
Reader Service No. 781 
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Highest Speed. 



14.4 Kbps 


28.8 Kbps ISDN 128 Kbps 



http://www.cardtech.com/ 


















You paid all that money for all that technology, it's time you got your moneys worth. Avery® has a full line 
of products that let you make better use of your laser or ink jet printer. They'll keep you organized and 
working more efficiently, easily. In fact, Avery formats are already in the software you're using. We'll even 
send you a free sample kit while supplies last. So give us a call. And start getting more out of your printer. 


FOR A FREE SAMPLE KIT, CALL TOLL FREE: 

1 - 888 - 283-7972 


ext. 


2 7 9 



AVERY 


Circle 371 on reader service card. 























































































































Boxlight is the leader in 
electronic presentation 
equipment. Boxlight has more 
than 50 models available 
when you call, and our 
presentation experts will help 
you choose the right one. Plus, 
we offer a 30-day money- 
back guarantee and free 
lifetime tech support. 


Your Direct Connection To 
Successful Presentations 


gg 640x480 (800x600 COMPRESSED) 


JBOXUGHT" 

J CORPORATION 


Presenting A Better Way. " 


Government: (800) 497-4009 
Resellers: (800) 736-6956 
International: (360) 779-7901 
Rental: (800) 736-6954 
Fax: (360) 779-3299 
Education: (800) 689-6676 
http://www.boxlight.com 



Monday - Friday, 8am - 5pm PST. Purchase orders accepted. 

Prices subject to change. Quantities may be limited to stock on hand. 






























Xi manufactures the Vastest CAD Workstation* 
now with dual processor as a “standard option”! 


Xi® P133/200 MTower SP 

- Intel® Pentium Processor, Triton II CS 

- 16MB 60ns EDO, 512KB SBP Cache 

- 1.70GB 9ms EIDE Cache Hard Drive 

- Diamond Stealth 64 2MB Video PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic ,26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44 FD, 104K Kb, 2B Logitech mouse 

- Xi 5Bays Mini Tower Case 200W UL PS 

- 28,800 Diamond V34 Fax/Voice/Modem 

- Microsoft® Windows® 95 CD, 6 x CD-ROM 

133/166/200: $2099/$2349/$2599 


Xi P200/400 MTower DP 

- 200MHz Intel Pentium Processor, Triton II 

- 16MB 60ns EDO, 512KB SBP Cache 

- Dual Pentium SMP ZIF Socket 7 

- 2.5GB 9ms IDE4 HD, 5 x ISA, 4 x PCI 

- Matrox Millenium 2MB WRAM PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic ,26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44FD, 104K Kb, MS or Logitech Mouse 

- Xi 1 OBays Mid Tower Case 250W UL PS 

- Microsoft Windows 95 CD, 8 x CD-ROM 1 

SP200MHz: $2949 DP400: $3649 | 

Xi Pro200/400 MTower DP 1 

- Intel Pentium Pro Processor, 256K Int. SBC 

- 32MB 60ns EDO, 256KB Int. SBP Cache 

- Dual Pentium Pro SMP ZIF Socket 8 

- 2.1GB 8ms Wide SCSI-3, UW 40MB/s Ctrl 

- Matrox Millenium 2MB WRAM PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic .26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44FD, 104K Kb, MS or Logitech Mouse 

- Xi 1 OBays Mid Tower Case 250W UL PS 

- Microsoft Windows NT 3.51, 8 x CD-ROM 

SP200MHz: $3849 DP400: $4599 | 

MULTIMEDIA PRO KIT MONITOR UPGRADES VIDEO UPGRADES* 

B32WaveTab, 2Spkr, 10+CD titles $189 17” ViewSonic 17PS ,25dp $ 168 #9 Imagine 128 New Series 24MB $ 368 1 

Surround w/2Spkr, 6.5” Subwoofer $ 179 21” ViewSonic 21PS .25dp $1068 Matrox Millennium 4/8MB $ 149/$ 449 1 

MS Office 95 Pro w/Bookshelf: $ call 21" ViewSonic PT810 ,30ag $ 1229 Diamond Fire GL 8MB Glint/S3 $1199 1 


All Systems Xi Certified for AutoCAD 13, 3D Studio MAX, PRO/E & Microstation 95. 
100+ Options available in stock. Call for a Custom Quote. Business Lease from $78/month. 



CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-432-0486 

INTL: (714)498-0858 FAX: (714)492-6571 

http://www.win.net/xi_comp E-Mail: xi@xi_corhp.win.net 


THREE YEARS WARRANTY: Parts & labor on txionitors, optional on systems. Xi-ONSITE optional express 
free replacement parts shipping. 30 Day Money Back Guarantee. 24Hr. Life Time Toll-Free HW Tech Support. 
Mail: Xi Computer Corporation, 980 Calle Negocio, San Clemente, CA 92673 














































Memory Products For Notebooks & Computers 


"FOR THE FOURTH YEAR IH A ROW, 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS SWEPT THE 
BEST BUY AWARDS FOR RAM 
CHIPS."' IH SPORTS TERMS, 

IT'S CALLED A "4-PEAT". mBfilf 

Nobody beats Memoiy Express • lor last sbipment and at the lowest prices! 
Day in, day out, Memory Express delivers! That's why Memory Express is one 
ol America's leading suppliers, and why weVe been a Computer Shopper’s 
Best-Buy lor Four years straight! 


Each and every Chip, SIMM 
and evaluated, and is ready lor shipment, within hours or even minutes ol your 
call. So whether your order is small or large, you can rest assured that you r" 


’Next-Day'or ground shipping-you choose! It you need immediate, fast air-ship¬ 
ment, call our toll-free sales hotline arid you can have your memory upgrades 
as soon as tomorrow morning! (The cost is normally just a few dollars more.) 

When every penny counts, and your schedule Is not as pressing, we will ship 
immediately via economical and efficient UPS Ground. You choose the method 
best for you. 


HERE’S 
4 REASONS 
WHY... MEMORY 
BUYER’S 
BUY FROM 
MEMORY 
EXPRESS 


For the following Name Band Computer Manufactures, 

Refer to Your Computer Manual for Memory Upgrade Compatibility, 
All non-defective are subject to 10% restocking fee, 
provided returns are in good condition. 




*' 

yflST rrmsmEU 
COMPAQ D€LL 

We Guaranty All Our Memory Product 100% 

OtS^ACKARDBePmImm! 8M AND 16M PHILIPS, AND OTHER PCS 

^ 'SIMM module models onlv not ell models ament R end 1R MR modules 



i 

^ —- 

price is$295fori® 

60ns 32MB Moduli | 

72 Pin Standard & EDO SIMMS | 

Standard RAM EDO RAM 

32MB 8x32-60ns.$312 8x32-60ns.$344.,, 

16MB 4x32-60ns.156 4x32-60ns.172 .., 

8MB 2x32-70ns 82 2x32-60ns.86.....f | 

4MB 1x32-70ns.41 1x32-60ns.. 

32MB ,8x36-60ns ....$327 . 

16MB .4x36-60ns 165 .Cal 

8MB .2x36-70ns 92.Cal 

4MB , 1x36-70ns 47 . _ 

EDO RAM READY TO SHIP 

























































































Uncover all the 
best buys with 
PC Computing’s 

Guide to the 
Direct Channel. 

Plus, don’t miss our 

System Shortlist 

for the lowdown on 
the most popular 
PC configurations 
and vendors. 
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Polywell introduces 
the Alpha Server/ 
Workstation 
to the PC market. 


Mainframe 
performance at 
PC prices! 


Operating Systems: 
Windows NT, Linux, 
Digital UNIX, OpenVMS 


Supports: 
Video/Animation/ 
Image Editing, 

3D Graphics, 
CAD/CAM, 

Internet/ Networking/ 
FileServer. 


275MHz (128-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21064A) basic system with 1GB HD From $2,995 
300MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) standard system with 2GB HD From $6,995 
333MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) advanced system with 4GB HD From $9,995 
400MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) super system with 9GB HD From $14,995 

Polywell also carries a line of Alpha Portables, Disk Array Subsystems. 
Polywell specializes in custom configurations. 

800-300-Poly (7659) 

Tel: 415-583-7222 Fax:415 583-1974 
Internet: www.polywell.com 
e-mail: polywell@ix.netcom.com 




1 POLY WELL 


Polywell Computers, Inc. 1461 San Mateo Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, USA 













Make Money 
in Networking, 
Today's 
Hottest 
New Computer 
Technology 


Get in on the ground floor 

OF THE NEW REVOLUTION IN 
COMPUTING 

The U.S. Department of Labor projects 
phenomenal growth in the computer 
networking field, as more and more 
employers seek the increased productivity 
and performance made possible by network- 
png technology. 

Data processing, data storage, data 
retrieval, information sharing — the daily 
tasks of business can be accomplished in less 
time and for less money with a Local Area 
Network and access to a Wide Area Network. 

; Now you can be the one called in to 
evaluate network needs, purchase and install 
equipment, perform routine 
network maintenance, and 
train staff on the effective 
ise of networked systems 
and the Internet. Best of all, 
you'll have first-hand experience 
with Windows NT, today's fastest-growing 
betworking software, and Netscape __ 
[Navigator™, the Web browser of choice. 

[ Whether you choose to work full- or 
mart-time in this in-demand field, you'll I 
earn top dollar! 



Train with the leader in 

AT-HOME EDUCATION 

As a division of The McGraw-Hill 
Companies and a leader in at-home 
education for over 80 years, NRI knows how 
to build your skills and confidence quickly. 

Step-by-step lessons explain networking 
hardware, software, and procedures in 
careful detail. Even better, you learn by 
doing. Each time you complete an NRI 
hands-on training project, you receive 
helpful feedback from your experienced 
NRI instructor. 

By the time you complete your course, 
you'll know the strengths and weaknesses 
of major vendors, access methods, wiring 
standards, server technology, operating 
systems, and management techniques. 

Plus, you'll have acquired practical 
experience working with Windows NT, the 
server acclaimed for its power, usability, 
and integration. 


Send for your free 

CATALOG TODAY.' 

Send in the postage-paid card below for 
your free catalog describing NRI's 
newest course. You'll get full details on 
NRI's innovative training, services, and 
hands-on equipment. You'll even find 
out how NRI students can communicate 
with their instructors on-line and get 
their tests graded over the phone in a 
matter of minutes. Most important, you'll 
discover why NRI is the best value in 
career training today! 

See other side 
for course highlights - * 

CALL 

1-800-321-4634, 
Ext. 1768 


SEND TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG! 


Train with and keep the most 
impressive computer system avail¬ 
able through home study today! 


✓ 16 meg RAM 

V 540 meg hard drive 

✓ Super VGA color monitor 
with 1 meg video memory 

✓ 14,400 baud fax/modem, plus 
t 10 free hours of America Online 

✓ Quad-speed CD-ROM drive 

V 16-bit sound card 

V Windows 95 

V Windows NT 

✓ Netscape Navigator” Web browser 

V Pentium Upgrade Available 


Schools 

| 4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

YES! Send me the FREE 
career catalog I've checked! 



I □ New! Associate Degree 
in Accounting 
O New! Associate Degree 
in Business Management 


2] Check one FREE catalog only: J PC Applications Specialist 

□ Networking with Windows NT J Visual Programming in C~ 

□ Computer Programming J P esk ‘°P Pubhshin 8 wlth 


□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing , PageMaker 

□ Multimedia Programming 


□ Electronic Music 
Technology 


-wb 

1 

1 

►— - 

1 

1 

Name 

(please print) Age 

1 

I 

Address 

I 

| 

^ 2? 
A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies 

State Zip 

Accredited Member, Distance 

Education and Training Council 4704-0896 





























Navigate the 
Fascinating World 
of Today's Computer 
Networks 


Get in on the ground floor of today's fastest-growing computer 
specialty. Now you can master networking quickly and easily 
with NRl's hands-on course, the only course of its kind to in¬ 
clude a 486DX4/100 MHz system with 16 meg RAM, 14,400 baud 
fax/modem, Windows 95, Windows NT, and much, much more! 


NRl's innovative Networking with 
Windows NT course gives you the complete 
information, first-hand experience, and top- 
notch equipment you need to: 

✓ start a new career as a network 
specialist 

✓ save your current company money 
as you improve worker productivity 

✓ make money in your spare time as a 
freelance consultant 

✓ open a full-time business setting up 
computer networks 

✓ work for a popular vendor of 
networking systems 

✓ make yourself a more valuable, 
knowledgeable employee 

You'll be in touch with the technology 
that's changed forever the way people work 


and communicate. And you'll have the 
know-how that will give you a competi¬ 
tive edge in this opportunity-rich field. 

Every need-to-know 

TOPIC COVERED 

What are the advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages of Ethernet, Token Ring, and FDDI 
interfaces? What ethics govern program 
copying and modification? How do 
digital subsystems "talk" to each other? 
What does setting up a server and 
gateway entail? Is remote access possible 
when networking with Windows NT? 
How do search engines, bookmarks, and 
hyperlinks work? NRI answers all these 
questions and many more in ten 
comprehensive study modules, all 
developed by field experts. 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG! 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


UNITED STATES 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 10008 WASHINGTON, D.C. 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 



4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20078-3543 
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Knowledge reinforced with 

REAL-WORLD APPLICATIONS 

As an NRI student, 
you do everything 
from preliminary 
analysis to eleventh- 
hour troubleshoot¬ 
ing, so you graduate 
with confidence in 
your abilities. 

No other program gives you a full- a 
featured 486DX4/100 MHz system to train 1 
with and keep. You get to know why a 1 
computer's power and speed are so 
important in the networking industry. Youfl 
master Windows 95 and Windows NT for an 
instant resume boost. You take advantage of 
the speed of your 14,400 baud fax/modem 1 
as you compare on-line services and browse j 
the Internet. You even get 16 meg 1 
RAM and a 540 meg hard drive, H 
plenty of space to store application* fl 
and files. 

Training that fits every 

LIFESTYLE AND BUDGET 

NRI understands that most people m 
have family and work responsibilities j 
that make continuing education a 
challenge. That's why NRI allows you 
to work entirely at your own pace. No : 
commuting, no scheduling hassles, no 
classroom competition... just training 
the way it works best for you. afl 
Send for FREE information today! i 
If the card is missing, write to NRI r 
Schools, 4401 Connecticut Avenue, | 
NW, Washington, DC 20008. Or... fl 

Call 1-800-321-4634, 
Ext. 1768 

You may even contact us through our 
World Wide Web Home Page at: j 
http://www.nri-school9.com i 

Card 352 





































Your guide to the top 
PC configurations 


System Shortlist 

Looking to buy a PC? Start with PC Computing’s guide to the most 
mm popular Pentium, Cyrix 6x86, and Pentium Pro configurations from 

today’s top system makers. For up-to-the-minute pricing and product 
information plus live links to all of these companies’ home pages, visit 
PC Computing’s Web site at www.pccomputing.com. Compiled by Kedren Dillard 

.*•/ i -v/ Mf/ 


I PI 33 16/256 1.26/IDE 8i 


I PI 66 32/256 2.0/IDE i 


(800)786-6888 


Advanced Logic Research 


(800) 444-4257 


ALR Optima DT5133 


2/256 1.6/EIDE 4 


(800) 800-6328 


Amax Pentium Pro 200 


2/256 2.0/EIDE 81 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 6 


mstin Computer System 


P-200 Centurion Pro 


Canon Computer System 


iva Media Tower Model MT9330 


)va Media Tower Model MT9600 


(800) 345-1518 


Deskpro XL 6200 M2100/PD 


$5,949 Pro20Q 32/256 2.0/SCSI 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 1 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 1 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 1 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 4 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 4 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 6! 


6/256 2.0/EIDE 8i 


2/256 2.5/EIDE 8 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 8: 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 6i 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 


32/256 2.1/EIDE 8! 


6/128 1.6/EIDE 6X 2 


6/128 1.6/EIDE 6 


PI 33 16/256 2.0/IDE 


PI 66 16/256 2.0/IDE 


$2,695 PI 66 16/256 


32/512 2.5/EIDE 8X 


Comtrade Computer 


i PI 33 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6i 


$1,995 PI 66 16/512 1.7/EIDE 8X 2D/64 


:SI Powerstation $3,625 Pro200 32/512 2.0/SCSI 8 


1.6/EIDE 8X 2D/64 


$2,999 Cl 66 16/256 2.1/EIDE 8! 


1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 


2.0/EIDE 4X 2V/64 


Dimension XPS 200s 


$3,349 P200 32/512 2.5/EIDE 8X 2 


15" 210 Dimension XPS Pro 200n 


Digital Equipment Corp. 


" 212 Venturis FX 5133 


PI 33 16/256 1.6/IDE 6X 1 


1.6/IDE 6X ID/64 


ActionTower 8200 


(800) 383-7391 


1.2/EIDE 6X 2W/64 


1.6/IDE 8X 2D/64 


I PI 66 16/256 2.5/IDE 8X 2D/64 


l Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4 


(800) 322-4772 


Vectra VL4 5/133 Model 1280 MMX 


Vectra VL4 5/166 MT Model 1620 MMX $3,958 PI 66 


Vectra XU 6/200 Model 2000 


$7,231 Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4X 2W/64 15" — 


HiQ Computer Systems 


$2,235 PI 66 16/512 2.0/EIDE 6X 2 


(800) 426-2968 


i" 258 PC 330 

i" 262 PC 350 


263 PC 360 


2.0/SCSI 6X 4V/64 15" 


CCOMPUTING.CO 


























































































System Shortlist 


Your guide to the top PC configurations 


Midwest Micro P5/133 


IWest Micro Office Pro 200 


NEC Technologies 


Nexar Model 9100 


Packard Bell Platinun 


Professional 106 MHz 


QP5/133 M-4 
QP5/166 SM-2 


- MJjjJlli 

$5,014 P166 16/512 1.0/SCSI 4X 2W/64 17" 306 


$7,720 Pro200 32/256 1.0/SCSI 4X 2W/64 


$1,729 PI 33 16/256 


$2,699 P166 16/512 2.0/EIDE 8 


$1,499 P133 16/256 


$2,199 PI 33 16/512 1.6/EIDE 8 


$2,799 PI66 16/512 2.1/EIDE 8 


$4,199 Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 8X 2D/64 


$2,099 PI 33 16/256 2.5/EIDE 6 


$2,799 P166 16/512 2.5/EIDE 8X 2V/64 


$2,485 P166 16/512 2.0/IDE 8X 2D/64 


$2,995 Pro200 16/256 1.6/IDE I 


16/256 1.6/IDE 


$2,809 P186 16/256 1.6/IDE 


$3,289 Pro200 16/256 2.0/IDE 


$1,999 PI 33 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6 


$2,799 P166 16/512 2.1/EIDE 8X 2V/64 


16/256 1.6/IDE 


I PI 66 24/256 2.0/IDE 


$2,849 P166 16/512 1.6/IDE 


(800)999-1278 


$2,475 PI 66 16/256 2.1/EIDE 6X 2V/64 


I P200 32/512 2.1/EIDE 8X ! 


Pro200 32/256 2.1/EIDE 6: 


$1,559 PI 33 8/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 2D/64 


$1,969 P166 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 


Pro200 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6 


$2,109 P133 16/512 

$2,849 P166 32/512 


Swan Technologies 


Thunderbolt Corporate /T6 


US Computer Direct 


Zenith Data Systems 


Z-Station GT 500 Series 


Z-Station 6T 500 Series 


15" 335 
17" 336 


J it, // 


$4,199 Pro200 32/512 4.0/SCSI 6 


$5,086 P166 16/512 2.1/IDE 


32/512 2.1/IDE 8X 8 


(800) 554-6743 


$1,720 PI 33 8/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 20/64 15" 373 


I P166 16/256 2.1/EIDE 8X i 


16/256 2.5/EIDE 8X 2 


(800) 824-7267 


$1,495 P133 16/256 


$2,995 Pro200 32/512 2.5/EIDE 6X 2W/64 


(800) 844-2993 


32/256 2.1/EIDE 6 


2.0/EIDE 8X 2W/64 


$3,495 Pro200 32/256 2.5/EIDE 81 


$2,049 P166 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 20/64 


$4,182 Pro200 32/256 2.0/EIDE 6 


(800) 432-0486, (714) 498-0858 (Calif.) 


16/512 1.7/EIDE 6X 2D/64 


$2,599 PI68 16/512 1.7/EIDE 8X 20/64 


$3,399 Pro200 16/256 2.5/EIDE 8! 


I 1SG/64 15" 387 


I P166 16/256 2.1/EIDE 8 


1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 390 


$1,899 P166 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6 


Zenon Client Server Workstation $3,949 Pro200 32/256 4.0/SCSI 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE, 


X 2W/64 17" 392 



Want more details? 

For the latest pricing and 
w configurations and live 
links to these companies’ 
home pages, visit PC 
Computing’s Web site at 
www.pccomputing.com. 


UGUST 1996 







































































































Sta75 10.1 "Active 8/810MB $3799* 

Sum 90 10.4"High Res. 8/810MB 3799 

il*90 10.1"Active 8/810M8 3999* 

(■120 10.4" High Res. 8MB/1GB 4099 

1 i-in 4X CD-ROM drive 


ore Brand Names, Peripherals and Software 
available. If you don't see it, CALL! 















































































SELECTION 
NG VALUE 


We Carry 


re 


30,000 I I JV 

Products! 

Call COMPLEAT 

T . . A COMPUSA COMPANY 

Today 800-215-8763 


AST 

I Authorized Reseller 


Advantage Adventure 
Multimedia (6x cd-rom) 

■ 6X CD-ROM drive 


AST logo are trademarks of AST 
|Research, Inc. All rights reserved. 


...JEW _ Pentium 100 8MB/1.2GB 

6X CD-ROM drive with 3 disc CD changer (selected models) Pentium 133 16MB/1.2GB 

Advanced Telephony - 28.8 data/fax/modem, 
telephone answering system and speaker phone 
(differs by model, call for details) 

Integrated 3-D surround sound (selected models) 

64-Bit PCI Local bus graphics 
AST Works II navigation software - featuring “SPOT” 

Enhanced IDE interface-fast disk performance 


Pentium 150 16MB/1.6GB 

Pentium 100 16MB/1.2GB 

Pentium 133 16MB/1.6GB 

Pentium 150 16MB/2.1GB 

Pentium 166 16MB/2.1GB 

t with 3 disc CD changer 

Monitors priced separately 





All Models 
Optimized for 
WIN 95 


-Bn 


Ready Multimedia 

For Windows 95 

■ 6X CD-ROM drive* 

■ SoundBlaster compatible audio integrated 
on the system boara 

■ 28.8 faxmodem, full-duplex speaker 
phone & answering machine 

■ Built-in MPEG support for full screen, 
full motion video 


*4X CD-ROM on 7610 


Pentium 120 8MB/1.2GB 4X 

Pentium 133 8MB/1.2GB 6X 

Pentium 150 8MB/1.2GB 6X 

Pentium 120 16MB/1.6GB 6X 

Pentium 133 16MB/1.6GB 6X 

150 16MB/2GB 6X 

166 16MB/2GB 6X 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


HP LaserJet Printers 

I HP LaserJet SI printer (ISM. 4ppm. 600dpi) C3941A... 
HP LaserJet 5P printer (IBM, 6ppm. 600dpi) C3150A... 
HP InkJet Printers 

■ HP DeskJet 340 C2655A. 

“I HP DeskJet 320 (bundle) C2637A#ABA. 

HP DeskJet 600C printer C4547A. 

HP DeskJet 660C printer C2164A. 

HP DeskJet 660Cse printer C4548A. 

HP DeskJet 682C C4567AMB4 . 


.. 879.99 

... S289.99f 

_ 199.99f 

— 199.00t 
...299.001 
....269.001 
.329.001 


HP DeskJet 820Cse printer C4S68A#ABA . 

HP DeskJet B55C printer C4551A. 

HP DeskJet 855(se C4S75A#ABA . 

HP DeskJet 1600C printer (3540A. 

Home Office Products 

HP OfficeJet LX C2891A. 

HP FAX-700 C3530A. 


.399.00f HP ScanJet 4C scunner C2S27B. 

. ..449.001 HP ScanJet 4S portable scanner Cl 127A... 

... 499.00) HP Tape Drives 

.1299.99) HP Tl 000 (internal) C4320RB. 

HPTlOOOe (portable) C4326RB. 

S 599.99 HP SureStore, 2GB, DAT, Int (I S25F.. 

. 509.99 HP SureStore, 8GB, DAT, Ext Cl 529F.. 



C4548A , . 

| HP DeskJet 660Cse — £ j*. 


Hewlett-Packard J25/ %""'T rCrS 

TlOOOe, 800MB m through7/31/% ■ 

Portable 

#C4326RB - • 

$21 9." 


■Mp Drive, Portable, Parallel port interface 
EzDrive, SCSI. External (10134)~II 

MpE.Kit(K0171260A). 

■RE-IDE, Kit (KOI 71620A). 

^BfcdOE, Kit (KOI 72000A). 

.199.95 

.650.00 

.$265.00 

.320.00 

. . 360.00 

KlDEiST3l640Aj . 

HR SCSI-2 (ST32430N). 

HR SCSI-2, External (ST12400NE). 

H, SCSI-2 (ST15230N) 

Z."?.699$ 

IIl070’00 

■REZ135, internal (S782003-001). 

■HB.E2135, SCSI. External (S982136-001).... 

.$199.00 

I ^ ■ q " n ' 

.$263.00 

Tape Drives 


10/20GB, DLT2000, Internal (FR-PCXLT-AA). 

50/100GB, DLT, External (SWXTL-BL). 

T1000,800MB (Travan), Internal (C4320RB)... 

TlOOOe, 800MB (Travan), Portable (C4326RB). 

SureStore, OAT, Internal (Cl I™ 

SureStore, DAT. Internal (Cl! , 

SureStore 6000, DAT, Intern; riKgjj. .1100.00 

.$129.00 


Trinitron, 15", 1280x1024ni .25mm (CPD- 
Trinitron, 17", 1280x1024ni .25mm (CPD- 
Trinitron, 20", 1600x1200ni ,30mm (CPD- 

Magnavox 

.3179.00 1024x768ni .28 

.6990.00 #CM-2089 

$169.00 . $ 250.00 


.489.00 

.1799XJ0 


lewEi 



ii 28mm (CM-2089). 

15", 1024x768ni 28mm (CM-2015). 

17", 1280x1024ni .28mm (CM-4018). 

20", 1280x1024ni ,31mm (20CM64). 

20", 1600x1280ni .27mm (CM-5600). 

21", 1600x1280ni ,28mm (CM21BA). 

MAG Innovision 

14", 1024x768ni ,28mm (DX1495). 

15", 1 280x1024ni 28mm (DX1595). 

17", 1280x1024ni ,26mm (DX1795). 

21", 1600x1280ni 28mm(MX21F). 


Works for Win 95, & Bookshelf 95 (CD).070-056V400. 

Excel for Win 95.065-054V700. 

Visual C++1.0 Windows NT.048-075V100. 

VisualBasic 3.0 for Windows.046-751V300. 

VisualBasic Pro 3.0 Windows.203-851V300. 

VisualBasic Pro 3.0 Windows Upgrade.203-851-101. 


__ .. .. nal (DJ35NRD). ..„..$ 109.00 

Ib 0 1400,1.36GB. Internal (DJ50D6).229.99 

“•Tape, 2.4GB, Internal (PT-25D) . 990.00 

4GB, Internal (PT-50D).1159.99 

• QIC,Internal, CXL (FR-PCXAT-AD).$ 799.00 

ISCSI, RDAT, Internal (FR-PCXAT-AF).1595.00 


14", 1024x768ni .28mm (JC-14W1VMA).„_ 

15", 1280x1024ni .28mm (JC-15W1VMA).409.00 

17", 1280X1024ni .28mm (JC-1734VMA-1).829.00 


Office for Win 95.021-054V700.$439.99 

Office Pro for Win 95 .269-054V700 .534.99 

Office Pro Win 95, & Bookshelf 95 (CD) . 2697056V700 .544.99 

Word for Win 95.059-054V700.. 

Access, for Windows 95 V7.0.077-054V700. 

Access Development Kit for Win 95, CD-ROM ...077-756V700. 

Works for Win 95.070-054V400. 



Deluxe Universal... 
Cd Ti> 
Leather Notebook.. 
Sherpa... 

Prestige I 


"Sore Brand Names, Peripherals and Software 
available. If you don't see it, CALL! 


us at www.pcscompleat.com 

fours weekdays. 8am-8pm weekends. 


800 - 215-8763 
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GOVERNMENT, EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE & INTERNATIONAL ORDER SPECIALISTS 
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You could rummage through old cookbooks for 
that lobster bisque recipe, or use 
recipe finder to try 


Even if you're 2,000 milesfrom 
civilization, you can still get t 
latest news from WOW! online. 


Now up to six people in your home can have their own email address. 


Not sure whether you n 


the Internet? Don’t woi 


,e 

>r 


So you want all the privileges of a pri¬ 
vate online service, but you still want 
the freedom to roam the Internet? Now 
there’s an online service that gives you 
both. Appropriately, it’s called WOW! su 
WOW! from CompuServe® has 
everything a powerful online service 
can offer—email, shopping, sports, 
games, 24-hour news, chat groups, 
and a variety of information services. 
And everything the Internet can give 
you—including access to the World Wide 
Web with thousands of Web sites. 

But WOW! isn’t just another 
online service. It’s technology 
made practical. Instead of layers 
of confusing screens, WOW!’s 


WOW! is like two online services in one 
Our adult design gives you unlimited 
access to WOW! and the Internet while 
the WOW! Kids design lets children 
explore protected online areas. 


simple design lets you tailor the service to 
suit your personal interests. And its color- 
y.«v . L ful CD-ROM-based graphics 
make searching for information 
just as exhilarating as finding it. 

WOW! even has a special design for 
kids. Children will be able to click their 
way through a friendly and fascinating 
online neighborhood. And with 
WOWFs built-in safeguards, parents 
will be able to control which areas of 
the service their kids can visit. 

WOW! 
makes traveling 




simple click lets you add it to a guidebook 
called “My Places.” So with all vow 
favorite finds in one convenient spot, you 
can return to them in seconds. 

With WOW! you also 
get a built-in version o| 
Microsoft’s powerful 
Internet Explorer™ browser 
for cruising the World Wide Web. And 
since WOW! has something for every¬ 
one in your family, we’re giving you 30 
whole days to explore WOW! absolutely 






PCC1 

































id an online service or 
'y, we’ll give you both. 



ree, with unlimited time online (not 
list 10 or 15 hours like most 
ither online services). 

After your first free 
0 days, WOW! can be 
ours for just $17.95 
er month. This flat fee 
;ets you all of WOW!, 


running Windows 95, a CD- 
ROM drive, and a modem. To 
start your 30-day free trial, just 
call 1 -800-9-GETWOW (that’s 
1-800-943-8969) for your free 
WOW! Start-up Kit today. 


Call now for your free Start-up Kit 



I want it _ 

now! 




I want to explore WOW! FREE for 30 days. Send my free WOW! Start-up Kit right away. 


When do you plan to purchase Windows 95! 

□ I already have it □ 3-6 months 

□ 0-3 months □ 6-12 months 


Add,ess AP' Would you like to reserve your copy of WOW! lot Macintosh! 

□yes □ no 

^ ^ Whatisyour modem s speed? 

( ) □ 2400 □9600 

taPhSS — □ 14.4k □ 28.8k 

For faster service, call 1-800-9-GETW0W ext.60 Sr ,CM "“ 

WOW! is available for Windows 95 only. 

PCCt Minimum System Requirements: Multimedia PC (486 or taster) running Windows 95,8MB RAM (16MB RAM recommended). CD-ROM drive, modem (9600 Baud or tester), and a sound cant, 

this otter includes nne Ml month (30 days) ol unlimUed access time, including Internet connection. Members con cancel at any lime during their tint month and owe nothing. 























So you want all the privileges of a pri¬ 
vate online service, but you still want 
the freedom to roam the Internet? Now 
there’s an online service that gives you 
both. Appropriately, it’s called WOW!" 
WOW! from CompuServe® has 
everything a powerful online service 
can offer—email, shopping, sports, 
games,2 
and a variety 
And everythin 
you—including 
Web with thous 
But WOW! 
online service, 
made practical 
of confusing s 


simple design lets you tailor the service to 
suit your personal interests. And its color- 
fill CD-ROM-based graphics 
. make searching for information 

just as exhilarating as finding it. 

WOW! even has a special design for 
kids. Children will be able to click their 
way through a friendly and fascinating 



NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 612 DENVER, CO 


WOW! is like tv, 


access to WOW! ant 
the WOW! Kids desi 
explore protected on 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


WOW! MEMBERSHIP 
PO BOX 481554 
DENVER CO 80248-9927 





































jtd an online service or 
i y, we’ll give you both. 



jte, with unlimited time online (not 
110 or 15 hours like n 
online services). 

After your first free 
(lays, WOW! can be 
ns for just $17.95 
tmonth. This flat fee 
s you all of WOW!, 

0W! Kids, plus Internet 
■all day, every day. 

Si'll never have to pay any 
ffitional hourly fees or 
ld-on charges. 

E low flat fee— 
never < 
ly more. 

! Io use 

DW! all 
i need is a 
iltimedia PC 
♦86 or faster) 


running Windows 95, a CD- 
ROM drive, and a modem. To 
start your 30-day free trial, just 
call 1 -800-9-GETWOW (that’s 
1-800-943-8969) for your free 
WOW! Start-up Kit today. 


Call now for your free Start-up Kit 


1-800-9-GETWOW A ext. eo 


Online made easy. 
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COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


CDW'S COMMIT 
COMES WITH 



CDW Computer Centers, Inc. • 1020 E. Lake Cook Road • Buffalo Grove, IL £ 




































• 8MB (LTE 5100, LTE 
5200) or 16MB RAM I 
(LTE 5280, LTE 5300) 

• 810MB or 1.35GB hard 


Pentium, 


,72MB 


■ 2X CD-ROM drive 
standard (CDW 60599); 
optional 4X CD-ROM m 


$4417- 
$4801- 
$5185 H 
$5761“ 


TOSHIBA 

Tecra 720CDT 


$ 1999 ®° 

$ 2499 °® 


(Jgj)- 

gentium 


ctive-matrix color display 

♦ 16MB RAM standard, 
expandable to 144MB 

♦ 1.2GB removable hard 
rive ♦ 6X CD-ROM drive 
tegrated 28.8Kbps (V.34) 
Jdem ♦ .WAV, MIDI and 


Texas 

Instruments 1 TravelM - 

_ , _ , _ senes no\ 

Extensa 510 

Start doing extraordinary things 

♦ 100MHz Intel Pentium® processor ♦ 8MB 

RAM standard, expandable to 

40MB ♦ 810MB hard drive SjMi 


$ 6198 - 


WLJM HEWLETT 

mL'KM PACKARD / <rs 

HP OmniBook (»S|e) 
5500 Series 
Notebook PC P -- M j 

High performance .jtrtM. 

at mainstream prices 


$ I 9 3 3— CDW 68051 Pentium 

Extensa 570 Series 

Extraordinary value and performance 

♦ 100MHz Intel Pentium* processor 

♦ 8MB RAM standard, expandable to 40MB 

♦ 810MB or 1.2GB removable hard disk drive > 

♦ Removable 6X CD-ROM and floppy disk 

drive ♦ 11.3” DSTN dual-scan (570CD) or ■■ 
10.4" TFT active-matrix (570CDT) 

SVGA color display ♦ 6.4 lbs. 

570CD 810MB hard drive. $2894-, 

570CDT 1.2GB hard drive ... $3849-, 


$5191.40 69767 


120MHz I 


CDW 67239 

’ cdw 67240 pentium 


MENT TO SERVICE 
EVERY ORDER! 



COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 































COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


Snapshot 

The easiest way to bring 


; pictures into your PC 



SHAPPy Video 


WHY 

PAY 

RETAIL? 



LCement software ♦ Fauve Matisse Snappy 
I Edition—painting, retouching and tilting softwar 
I Morph V2.5—morphing, warping and special effe 


CDW Sells 
For Less \ 

rARE, SOFTWARE & PERIPHERALS AT ' PRICES 


Iomega 

Zip™ Drive ' 

Fast, easy and 
worry-free data storage 

♦ 100MB capacity on a single 3.5" Zip 
disk ♦ 29ms seek time, up to 1.4MB/second 
sustained transfer rate ♦ Parallel or SCSI 
interface (SCSI host adapter sold separately) 

♦ Compact and portable: 1.5" x 5.35" x 7.25", 

1 lb. ♦ 1-year warranty 

.S199»co,, „ 

«» $199“c„,. 

3.5” 100MB Zip disk $19^® CDW 51396 

■$149.00 after $60 mail-in manufacturer’s rebate- Valid with 
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COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 








































FIRST SOURCE INTERNATIONAL 


leOUR LOWEST MEMORY 
PRICES EVER! 

Always your BEST BUY on the widest selection of memory upgrades! 

IBM. ^5T EEEI 




Call the Upgrade Experts [@ 

ORDER NOW 

800 - 436-9866 

International Orders Call 714-448-7750 
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with a Rose keyboard monitor switch 


Call today for free catalog 

♦ Print servers 

♦ Data switches 

♦ Keyboard/video control 

800-333-9343 


P.O. Box 742571 ♦ Houston, Texas 77274 
TEL 713/933-7673 ♦ FAX 713/933-0044 


Streamline your computer room by reducing excess equipment. 
Access up to 256 CPU’s from a single keyboard, monitor, and 
mouse. ServeView is our best-selling switch, has every feature 
you can imagine, and installs in minutes. Compare price, fea¬ 
tures, performance, quality, and support and you’ll find Rose 
can’t be beat. 


Call us to discuss your application 
or to receive your free information kit. 


[fjVRDSE 

T«/ELECTRONICS 


Whatever happened to Susan Bolinsky? 


Remember Sue from your dorm? She sang so loud in the shower that nearby construction 
crews would file complaints. Now you'd like to reminisce. But where do you find her? 

PEOPLE PLUS USA, the ultimate people finder on CD-ROM? 

Just enter the name and click. In seconds, there she is...right on your computer: 
Susan Bolinsky, 766 Maciss n Aye., New Yor k, NY 10 01 6-0987 . 2X2-555-0986.i 



Call 1-800-408-0011 

Mon. - Fri. 9 AM -11 PM EST • Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM EST 
All major credit cards accepted 
pccoa 14761 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44136 


• Highly Accurate Nationwide Residential Coverage (80 million listings) 

• Reunion Organizer • Addressbook J| 

• Genealogical Research Sources by State 

• Print Labels, Postcards, Name Tags 
Requires: 386 or better, CD-ROM, 4MB RAM, VGA 
Monitor, Windows* 3.1 or higher. Runs on Windows* 95. 

Introductory price $49.95 + S/H (regular $79.95) 


It could be 
a best 
seller. 



But it's free. 


You can’t buy the Consumer 
Information Catalog anywhere. 

But you can get it, free! It’s your 
guide to more than 200 free or low- 
cost government publications about 
getting federal benefits, finding jobs, 
staying healthy, and more. 

The Catalog is free. The information 
is priceless. Write: 

Consumer 
Information Center 
Department BEST 
Pueblo, CO 81009 



































The Vision 




Austin’s Global Reach: 
The World According to IPG 

Austin is a division ofIPC 
Technologies. When you call Austin, 
you’re tapping into the many benefits 
of a diversified global organization 
with interests in notebook PCs, 
desktop systems, and departmental 
servers. As your company’s needs 
expand and evolve, you can rely on 
Austin ’s global perspective and 


A Critical Eye 

Austin projects eye-catching confidence with 
a comprehensive product line that includes 

high-capacity notebooks, reliable desktop 
systems, and expandable departmental 
servers. We invite closer scrutiny, because all 
Austin systems are configured for performance 
and priced for value. And each machine is 
backed by superior sen/ice and support. 

Make contact with Austin. 


F I D E N C E 


Austin’s Family of Products 

• Austin Edge" Series Notebook Systems: 
Includes Inter’s 430MX m PCISet and 
support for internal CD-ROM 

• Austin PowerPLUS" Desktop Systems: 
Our profile for success features Pentium * 
and Pentium Pro technology and custom 
configuration options 

• Austin Affinity “ Departmental Servers: 
Quad Pentium Pro processors with 

12 hot-swap drive bays and enhanced 
cooling for greater reliability 


Our Mission: Absolute 
Customer Satisfaction 

Quality is our watchword, and our mission is 
absolute customer satisfaction. We're certain 
that our personal attention and higher level 
of craftsmanship will make the difference for 
you. Austin is proven in the PC industry — 
we've won the 5-Star Service Award 
from PC Computing and the Industry 
Information Technology Award from 
Government Computer News. Call now and 
put Austin's commitment to work for you. 
Seeing is Believing. 



Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 

800-268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# GS00K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 










Notebook Solutions 




Base Unit: 

Intel 430MX PCI Set 
256KPipeline Burst U Cache 
3.5" Diskette Drive, (Use external 


16-Bit Stereo Business Audio, 
Built-m Mic, Speaker & External Lme-WOut 
Lithium-Ion Battery 
Integrated Glide Point Mouse 
Base System Weight with Battery: 4 .7 lbs. 
Wm ‘95 Plug n' Play BIOS and 
Windows"' 95 Pre-Installed 

Portable Docking Station: 

6X CD-ROM Drive 
Feature Bay for 35" Diskette Drive 
Built-In lOBase-TEthernet 
Retractable Stereo tyeakers w/ Subwoofer 
Serial, Parallel PS/2 Mouse, PS/2 Keyboard, 
Line-In/Out, MIC, Joysdck/MIDI Ports 
Docking Station Weight: 2.0 lbs. 


Intel 430MXPQ Set 
Internal 35" Removable Diskette Drive, 
(Swappable w/ 2nd Battery or 6X CD-ROM) 
256K Pipeline Burst 12 Cache 


Built-in Mic, Speakers & External Line-In/Out 
Lithium-Ion Battery 
Integrated Glide Poinf Mouse 
Weight with Battery: 6.8 lbs. 
Wm ‘95 Plug n' Play BIOS and 
Windows’ 95 Pre-Installed 


pentium; 


Tike a Second Look 

Austin notebooks are second nature for our 
demanding customers who work hard and 
travel light. Now the Austin Edge Duet, 
with its network-ready docking station, high- 
capacity hard drive, and knock-em-dead 
display, does double duty as a full-featured 
desktop computer. 

Double Life 

You need the high-profile presence of the 
Edge Duet portable multimedia system, 
with 6X CD ROM drive, for high-impact 
presentations. Now you have the added 
convenience of a notebook that simply plugs 
into a docking station and works a double 
shift as your primary PC. 


$151 /month 


$ 4,324 


Austin Edge CD - 133 

133MHz Inter Pentium’ Processor 
11.3" TFT800x 600 Color Display 
16MB EDO RAM (expandable to 40MB) 
810MB Haul Drive 
64-Bit PCI Windows Accelerator - 1MB 
6K CD-ROM Drive (removable for optional 
second battery or diskette drive) 


Business Lease: $138 / month 

$ 3,949 


Driven to Perfection! 

TO ORDER CALL: 

800-268-0494 

2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# GS00K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 

















Desktop Solutions 


20/201 


AUSTIN POWER PERFORMERS 



Austin PowerPLUS 100 

1 OOMHz Intel Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO RAM (expandable to 128MB) 
1.2GB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
64-Bit PCI Video Accelerator - 2MB DRAM 
8K IDE CD-ROM Drive, 16-Bit Audio, 

40WStereo Speakers 
15".28mm NI SVGA Monitor 
101-Key Keyboard & MS Mouse 
Business Lease: $69/ month 

$ 1,849 

Upgrade to PowerPLUS 133 - add $150 


Austin Pro Workstation 
Standard Features: 


180- or 200 MHz 
Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
256lo 512KL2 Pipeline Burst Cache 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Mid-lbwerAlX Chassis 
Win ‘95 Keyboard & MS Mouse 
Energy-Mar Compliant 
Windows ‘95 Pre-InstaUed 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 


One-Year On-Site Service 



| 0494 | pentium; 


See the Difference 

Call Austin and experience our attention to 
detail and fast response. Expect Custom 
Configuration and Quick-Ship promptness 
without extra charges. With Austin, we build 
reliable computers and we stand behind every 
system we ship. 

A Vision of Your Success 

Each Austin desktop gives you a selection 
of innovative features, like the 180MHz 
Pentium Pro processor and 64-bit PCI 
acceleration with 2MB of VRAM, as well 
as an 8X CD-ROM and 16-bit Audio Card. 
Of course, Windows 95 is preinstalled, and 
optional hard-drive capacity ranges up to 2GB. 



Austin Pro Workstation 180 

180MHz Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
16MB EDO RAM (expandable to 128MB) 
2.5GB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
64-Bit PQ Video Accelerator -2MB VRAM 
8XIDE CD-ROM Drive, 16-Bit Audio, 

40WStereo Speakers 

15”. 28mm Nl SVGA Monitor 

Business Lease: $101 /month 

$ 2,699 

Upgrade to Pentium Pro 200 add $100 
Upgrade to Windows NT3-51 Workstation - 

add $275 





















Server Solutions 



AUSTIN DEPARTMENTAL SERVERS 



Austin Affinity XJR Server 
Standard Features: 

256KL2 Cache 
Adaptec 2940WDrive Controller 

16-Bit Pa Video 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
lOBase-TPCI Network Adapter 
3 ISA, 3 Pa Expansion Slots 
Power Cham (26'Hx 10" Wx25.5"D) 
300WPower Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 


Austin Affinity XR-120 

120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
16MB RAM- Expandable to 256MB 

2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drive- Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $140 / month 

$ 3,995 


Austin Affinity XE-150 

150MHz Dual Pentium Processor 
64MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 
3 2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drives - Expandable to 48GB 
Business Lease: $334/month 

$ 9,995 


Austin Affinity XE and XE Pro 
Standard Features: 

512KI2 Cache 
Mylex or AMI PQ RAID Controller 
6X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
16-Bit PQ Video 
100Base-T PO Network Adapter 
Affinity XE: 4 EISA, 4 PCI Expansion Slots 
Affinity XE Pro: 4 EISA 6 PO Expansion Slots 
Tbwer Chassis (26"Hx 10" Wx 25.5"D) 
500WPower Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 
Mylex or AMI Array Management Software 
and Austin’s Novell NetWare Management 
Software Pre-Installed 



Look to the Future 

Your Austin Affinity arrives ready for work, 
designed for easy installation and mission 
critical reliability. Whether you start with 
a single processor or take advantage of 
the first-to-market quad Pentium Pro 
configuration, every Affinity is designed to 
accommodate increasing demands. The 
top-of-the-line Affinity XE Pro offers four 
EISA and six PCI expansion slots for maximum 
expandability to manage your network growth. 


Site Plan for Success 

Austin Affinity. It means a compelling 
combination of raw processing power and 
easy-to-manage networking resources. 

Install up to 12 hot-swappable hard drives, 
each with 2GB or 4GB capacity. And simplify 
network administration with preinstalled 
Austin Novell NetWare 
Management software 
and Array Management 
software. 

PENTIUM.PRO 



Austin Affinity XE-Pro 

200MHz Dual Pentium Pro Processor 
128MB RAM - Expandable to 1GB 
5-2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drives - Expandable to 48GB 
Business Lease: $625 / month 

$ 18,695 

Maximize Affinity XE reliability with hot-swap 
redundant power supply upgrade - $995 


AUSTIN 

Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 

800-268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# GS00K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 
















WE WILL TRY TO MATCH OR BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE. CALL FOR IATEST PRICING!! 



310-539-0019 
FAX: 310-539-5C 


1 - 800 - 433 - 3726 ; 

(US and Canada) 1 


SECURITY WILL 

CALL WINDOW 
NOW OPEN 


Price Inquiries: latradeinq@aol.co 































































































The 

ultimate 

computing 

resource 

online 



From the 


Be sure to 
sign up for 
Personal View 

ZD Net's FREE 
news service that 
you can easily 
configure to track 
only the companies 
and products that 
interest you most. 


Computer Life 
FamilyPC 

Computer Gaming World 
Yahoo! Internet Life 


sources you trust: 
PC Magazine 
PC Week 
PC Computing 
Computer Shopper 
Windows Sources 
Macllser 
MacWEEK 
lnter@ctive Week 


Click into 
ZD Net's world- 
renowned 
Shareware 
Library 
and start 
downloading! 
Over 10,000 
programs — 
all tested, rated 
and reviewed by 
ZD Net editors. 


Join in! 

There's a lot 
going on — 

from wide-ranging 
discussions with 
industry leaders, 
to topical weekly 
chats with editors 
and ZD Net 
personalities — 
there's always some¬ 
thing new, exciting 
and insightful 
happening at 
www.zdnet.com. 


SkYn 

MM 


Circle 101 on reader service card. 






Computing 

M ark>etr>lace 


Use recomputing K^PRESSIHFO to get More Information From Advertisers | 

A phone call is the fastest way to get information from 
a PC Computing Marketplace advertiser. But if you want 
information fast and you don’t want to call, PC Computing 
Xpress Info is the fast way to get more product information. 
Go to http^/www.zdnet.com/marketplace/pcc on the Web. 
Specify which issue of PC Computing you have and click 

on the boxes next to the names of all the companies you 
want information from. Then, fill in the contact 
information and click the submit button. An E-mail 
message is immediately sent to every advertiser you 
checked, telling them you want more information. 

If you need information fast, you should get it fast! 

Index Premier Classified 

Premier Classified 

Premier Classified 

Premier Classified 

HARDWARE 

Bar Coding 295 

Batteries 295 

Boards/Components/Chips 286 295 

Communications 284 

Computer Systems 297 

Input/Output Devices 288 

Bar Coding 

Mass Storage Devices 288 
Music/Midi 286 

Networking 

On-Line Services 287 297 

SOFTWARE 

Accounting 

Bar Coding 289 

Business Applications 289 299 

Communications 

Education 290 299 

Financial 290 

Graphics/Design 292 

Multi-Media/CD-ROM 299 

Music/Midi 

Personal 

Public Domain 300 

/Shareware 300 

Systems/Languages 

Utilities 292 

Adult 300 

Windows 

SUPPORTING 

PRODUCTS 

Accessories 294 298 

Data Conversion/Recovery 299 

Digital Output Services 

Disk Duplication 

General 294 297 

Information Resources 

Services 

Supplies 294 

Account R 

spresentatives 

National Advertising 

Staff / 1-800-825-4237 1 

Katie Gillon Southeast 212-503-5199 Laura Angelino Southwest 212-503-5916 
LynWeiss Northeast 212-503-5101 StewartLindsayMidwest 212-503-5142 

Allison ZelnounNorthwest 212-503-5133 

Robert A. Bader VP, Central Advertising Eileen Convery Premier Production Coord. 

Michael Watson Sales Manager Sherrie Simms Classsified Production Coord. 

Amy Gordon Ad Coordinator 



pWork at Home — Get into^ 
I Medical Claims Processing! I 

| 0^ Earn up to $40,000 a year! 


jH 


Work at home or in a medical office. No experience neces- _ 
sary. Work the hours you choose. Get free facts on how you I 
i can train at home for America’s fastest-growing, money- B 
making at-home career. We show you how to process I 
' medical claims for Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance. I 
Work for doctors, hospitals, clinics. No commuting, no ■ 
selling. Call toll-free or mail this ad today. No obligation! I 

| Call 1-800-388-8765 ".;;, ■ 

School of Medical Claims Processing, Dept. MPI76 
At-Home Professions, 2001 Lowe St., Fort Collins, CO 80525 



UTING 


































Get product info fast from Marketplace advertisers. Go to PC Computing )GPRESSl\ T FO http://www.zdnet.com/marketplace/pcc PREMIER 


SOFTWARE:BUSINESS APPLICATIONS-HARDWARE: COMMUNICATl 


Windows 95 without the risk! 





System Commander makes it safe and easy to 
add as many OSes to your PC as you want! 

Installing a new OS usually leaves your 
current OS unusable. Win 95 goes a step further 
and is unusually predatory. System Commander 
helps protect your existing OS from the new OS. 

Easy Installation System Commander's 
automatic installation will have your PC ready to 
add new operating systems in minutes. 

After installing System Commander, your 
first reboot brings up a menu of the OSes 
already installed. Select the one you want and 
System Commander does the rest. Want to use 
another? Just reboot and make another 
selection. 

Saves $$$ Instead of investing thousands 
of dollars in new PCs, System Commander 


"Yes, here's what you've been 
looking for. The product is 
System Commander... 

Highly recommended" j Jy 

John C. Dvorak Un 



)N READER SERVICE CA 


AutoBoot Technology in a New 'Slimmer' Size! 


■ Control up to 96 file servers with 
just 1 keyboard, monitor and mouse 

■ AutoBoot™ feature boots all 
attached computers without user 
intervention 

■ 1.75" unit fits easily into your 
computer rack using a minimum 
of space 

■ Push-button and keyboard 
controlled scanning standard 


COMMANDER' 


I Control all computers from 
second location up to 150 
feet away 

I Supports all 100% IBM 
compatible PCs and PS/2 
or serial mouse; optional 
Macintosh and Sun 
support available 

I Rear peripheral access 
available 


?r and AutoBoot ai 


(205) 430-4000 (205) 430-4030 fax 


Networld & Interop 
Atlanta, GA 
September 18-20 
Booth #2920 




makes it safe and easy to have as many as 
100 different OSes on a single PC. 

Boot from any combination of hard drives, 
any size and type of drive. Put up to 32 
operating systems in a single DOS partition 
and/or put each OS in its own primary or 
logical partition. System Commander can 
handle any Intel compatible OS, in English or ■ 
any other language, and any combination of ■ 
operating systems! I 

Now you can experience exciting new OSes ■ 
like Win 95 and OS/2 Warp without the risk! 

System Commander is only $99.95 and 
comes with an unconditional . 60 day money 
back guarantee. Get Free overnight shipping 
when you mention this ad.* Order it now and 
have it on your desk tomorrow morning! 

V Communications, Inc . 

4320 Stevens Creek Blvd, #120 ‘ 2 pcc 
v San Jose, CA 95129 

@408-296-4224; fax 408-296-4441 

800-648-8266 

www.v-com.com 







J^CyBEX" 


or CIRCLE 403 ON READER SERVICE CA 






























Don’t Wait for the Mail. 


Get Product Information Fast Via the World Wide Web 


When you need immediate 
product information from a 
PC Computing Marketplace 
advertiser, nothing beats a phone 
call. Almost every advertiser has 
an 800 number and every one has 
a trained staff ready and waiting 
to answer your call. 

But what if you want infor¬ 
mation fast and you don’t want to 
call? Do you send a postcard by 
regular mail? Of course not! 
Today, the fast, easy way to get 
more information is to use the 
World Wide Web and e-mail. 

When you use PC Computing 
Xpress Info on PC Computing’s 
World Wide Web site your request 
for product information is 
instantly sent to PC Computing 
Marketplace advertisers. 

Go To Xpress Info 

Look for “Xpress Info”below 
PC Computing Marketplace ads. 
That means you can request more 
information from the advertiser 
through PC Computing Xpress 
Info. Simply activate your Web 
browser and go to http://www. 
zdnet.com/marketplace/pcc. 


This will take you straight to 
PC Computing Xpress Info at the 
PC Computing Web site where 
you’ll specify which issue you have 
and if you want to see company 
names listed alphabetically or by 
reader service number. 

Click on the boxes next to the 


an e-mail message is sent to every 
advertiser you checked, telling them 
that you’ve read their PC Computing 
Marketplace ad and want more 
information about their products. 

Get it FAST! 

So don’t wait for the mail. 

Add http://www.zdnet.com/ 
marketplace/pcc to your Web brows¬ 
er’s bookmark. Then when you want 
more product information from a 
PC Computing Marketplace adver¬ 
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names of all the companies you 
want product information from. 

At the bottom of the page is a 
form for contact information. Be 
sure to include your e-mail address 
and fax number so advertisers can 
respond quickly. And, if you 
answer the questions about your 
purchase plans, they can better 
tailor their response to you. 

Now your request is ready to 
go. Click on the Submit button and 


tiser go right to PC Computing 
Xpress Info and get the 
information fast. 

If you need product information 
fast, you should get it fast! 

If you haven’t been on the Web yet, 

check out the ads for online 
services and Internet access in 
this issue, look under Internet 
Products in the Product Index 
and Online Services in the 
Marketplace Index. 


recomputing XPRMSSIMO 


PREMIER Get product info fast from Marketplace advertisers. Go to PC Computing J XPRESSfXFO http://www.zdnet.com/marketplace/pcc 
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BOARDS/COMPONENTS/CHIPS-MUSIC/MIDI 





Now 
available 
direct from 
ENSONIQ 


the Soundscape™ 
family of wavetable 
sound cards 


Add the sound of ENSONIQ's 
professional musical instruments to 
your PC-earth-shaking sound 
available direct from the factory at $159.95 SoundscapeElite 
earth-shattering prices! 


with 2 MB wave ROM and effects 


1-800-553-5151 for phone orders/info 
1-800-257-1439 for 


$129.95 Soundscape 

a great value! 


lENBaNiQl 
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I READER SERVICE CARD 


On Line International 

PERSONAL COMPUTERS 

SUPPLIES 

HP • IBM • NEC • COMPAQ • AST 

CABLES • NETWORK CARDS • TONER • 

• PACKARD BELL • DIGITAL • 

RIBBONS • ETC., ETC., ETC. •, SOFTWARE 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

• NOVELL • WINDOWS 95 • ETC. 

PRINTERS 

NOTEBOOKS 

HP • OKIDATA • CANON • LEXMARK • 

TOSHIBA • IBM 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

$1000 to $100,000; UP TO 60 MONTHS REPAYMENT TERMS 

CALL 800 584-9412 ===== 

ii FAX 601-353-1392 i£-=T= 

0, Lea International, LTD 

AN "OR LEA" COMPANY 


1 or CIRCLE 406 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


44 A quarter page 
ad in PC Computing 
Premier pulls as 
well as a full page in 
another computer 
publication.?? 

PUT YOUR AD HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC 
COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

NOW! CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! 

Vice President Marketing 
Capsoft Development Corp. 
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UNLlNt SERVICES 


The lowest flat 
monthly national 
Internet rate 



IDT WEB BROWSER 


IDT WEB BROWSER 


With IDT phone service 
($19.95 without) 

"With AT&T phone service 
($24.95 without) 

IDT phone rates are up to 
50% below AT&T 

All other trademarks are the P 
property of their respective owners. 

For S6K or T1 please call 
(800) 573-9IDT 


File Edit Diem Go Bookmarks Options Directory Help 


Macintosh™ and 
Windows " 3.x/95 
compatibility 


No per minute charges 


Unlimited tech support 
24 hours a day 


Internet access 
available in most 
U.S. cities 


UNLIMITED! 

UNCENSORED! 


|^| a] ®| jaj aj aj sj ol 




File Edit Uiem Go Bookmarks Options Directory Help 


Save up to 99% Monthly with IDT 

Monthly Usage 


™ A0L™ AT&T™ IDT I 

1.5 Hours per day 

$73.70 

$127.95 $19.95 $15.95 

3 Hours per day 

$161.45 

$260.70 $19.95 $15.95 

All day 

$1,389.95 

$2,119.20 $19.95 $15.95 


fer:' mT . | TO SIGN UP/GET INFORMATION CALL ANYTIME : 

HIDT Internet 1-800-245-8000 




CIRCLE 430 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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INPUT DEVICES-MASS STORAGl 


CALL TODAY. 

Project tomorrow 

FOR RENT 


The Instant Access Rental Program. 

Now you can rent full-color projector and panels from In Focus 
Systems, the leader in LCD projection. It’s the affordable, risk-free way 
to discover the impact of electronic presentations. 

• Simply plug into PCs, Macs and VCRs. 

• Portable, inultimedia and high-resolution units available. 

• Call today by 8 p.m., we’ll have one on your desk tomorrow. 


InFocus 


CIRCLE 407 ON READER SERVICE Cfi 





1 - 800 - 843-6497 

mmmm 


The Hands-Down 



Leader 
INMUI ULvices - 


Mouse Systems' PS/2 Mouse is 
designed for you. The 3-button PS/2 
Mouse provides you great perfc 
compatibility, reliability and v: 
this PS/2 Mouse comes with o 
and-chck" programmable soft 
Windows 95. Our mouse ~^ 


your pointing 
devices into sma 
pointing tools. 
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ONLINE SERVICES-SOFTWARE: BAR CODING-BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 



"We can put about 
twice as many 
outbound Netnews 
feeds on a BSDI90 
MHz Pentium than 
on an equivalent 
Sun system. There 
are clear reasons to 
go with BSDI on 
PCs." 

- Kurt Lidl 
Manager of New 
Product Development 


"A single Pentium 
PC running the 
Apache-BSDI combo 
routinely handles 
millions of hits per 


day.yetcoi.... 

less than half of the 
CPU's capacity." 

- Steven Jenkins 


"BSDIhas 
integrated the tools 
and utilities that 
represent the 
ultimate Internet 
operating system." 
- Peter Hakanson 
TCP/IP Manager 
Volvo 


"We've had BSDI 
based machines 
with uptimes of nine 
months or more 
with very heavy 
use. Even BSDI 
486/66 systems 
can handle 150 or 


BSDI-THEINTERNET 
EXPERTS'CHOICE 

ALL-IN-ONE INTERNET AND WEB SERVER SOFTWARE 

Internet experts can tell you BSDI-powered PC servers OUTPERFORM 
WORKSTATION PLATFORMS that cost thousands more. Tell you a 
BSDI Web server can HANDLE MILLIONS OF HITS per day and saturate 
several T1 lines. Tell you BSDI server software comes ready to run your 

WEB, E-MAIL, FTP, NETNEWS, and other Internet and intranet services. 
Tell you BSDI products are built and supported by the TECHNOLOGISTS 
WHO KNOW HOW TO MAKE THE INTERNET WORK. And, if you're 

interested in hearing about top performance and exceptional reliability 
instead of vendor promises and industry hype, they can tell you why 

bsdi is A BETTER CHOICE THAN NT, SUN, OR SGI You can use 

ESDI’s Internet-ready system software as a HIGH-TRAFFIC WEB SERVER 
for pcs, A POWERFUL GATEWAY TO CONNECT NOVELL NETWORKS 
to an enterprise Internet or intranet, or a ROCK-SOLID PLATFORM 
FOR ADVANCED INTERNET AND WEB APPLICATIONS The only 

thing even the Internet experts can’t tell you is why you’ve waited until 


IT'S TIME TO TRY BSDI 
CALL 1-800-303-2731 
FAX 1-719-598-4238 
E-MAILinfo@bsdi.com 
HTTP://www.bsdi.com 


BERKELEY SOETWARE DESIGN, INC. 
Powering the Networked Economy™ 



“With Time & Profit" my secretary generates 
billing automatically from my Calendar’!*,-. »,«*,• 



• Printed calendars 

• Auto-billing from calendars 

• Complete reports on 
Productivity & Profitability 

mplete financial reports 


• Customized bills 

• Quicken® import 

• Check writing 

• Auto-phone dialing 


“Does the work of a client contact program PLUS a calendar/scheduler 
program PLUS a time-billing program PLUS a full-featured accounting 
program. Integrated & Automatic. And at a fraction of the cost.” 
BytePro® Inc. Web Site: http://www.bytepro.com 


a FREE 30 day trial ($9.95 S & H) or for moK 

1 ( 800 ) 713-5322 


XPRESS or CIRCLE 415 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

serious Sir::™ at? 

_1° “ '.Order E ntry ... 5tS£££Si 

GET SERIOUS srs«?r:r: 

. , totally integrated system! 

Witt! . Order Entry/Tracking 


Ma£OrderMmagtr 


or CIRCLE 416 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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BUSINESS APPLICATIONS/EDUCATION 



✓ Verify Any U.S. Address! ✓ Print Labels w/POSTNET Barcodes 

✓ Add ZIP+4 & Carrier Route Codes! ✓ Delete / Recall 1 Pack Databases! 

✓ Eliminate Costly Duplicates! ✓ ZIPs or Records in a Radius! 

✓ Presorts 1st & 3rd Class Mail! ✓ NCOA Service! 

MAILER'S+4 is the complete software solution to the high., 

cost of postage and printing! It speeds deliveries, Try 

reduces return mail and saves on postage! Start MAILER'S+4 
mailing smarter, call and order your copy of v ■■ 

MAILER'S+4 today!! I*ll EE 

/>J( for 30 Days! 

1-800-800-MAIL 

Ask for program #1295A!^^M olfcr * MAILER'S-^ 

XPRE8S or CIRCLE 417 ON READER SERVICE CA 


CREATE PROMOTIONAL SCREEN SAYERS! 



IdLE-EYES™ is a unique screen saver 
customization tool, designed to enhance cor¬ 
porate images and increase product visibility. 
Utilize a combination of corporate logos, 
product photos, video clips, graphics, music, 
sound effects and text to create eye-catching 
and informative screen savers. With IDLE- 
EYES, it’s easy to create custom screen savers to market virtually any 
product or service. IDLE-EYES keeps your company where it needs 
to be—in front of your clients’ eyes, over and over again. 


$199-99 Developer’s Version / $24.99 Personal Versi 
To order or for information: (800) 696-8128 
(EMAIL) sales(n compunnel.com 


>N READER SERVICE CA 




To Success 


Earn your B.S. or M.S. degree in Computer Science—in 
your own home at your own pace 
and save thousands 
of dollars. 



• ALE 
COURSES 
HOME STUDY 

• Increase your earning power ___ 

• Approved for tuition reimbursement COMPUTER 
by leading corporations 

• C++, Visual Basic, and Ada 
courses available 

• Follows ACM/IEEE guidelines 

FOR A FREE CATALOGUE CALL 

1-800-767-AICS. 


SCIENCES 


ACCREDITED 
MEMBER 
World Association 


Now with 
Speech 
Recognition 


The Learning Company 4 


BACHELOR-MASTER-DOCTORATE 

I Business & Public Admin.; Psychology; Theology; 
Health Services Mgmt.; Engineering; Education; 
Graduate Teacher Program; Computer Science; 

‘ minal Justice Mgmt.; Chem. Dependency Spec. 

LAW 

Juris Doctor; Insurance; Tax; Corporate; Labor; 
Patent & Copyright; Arbitration & Mediation 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER PROGRAMS 

I ’Paralegal -Marketing -Family Mediator -Naturopathy \ 

I -Fitness & Nutrition -Hypnotherapy -Hotel & Rest. Mgmt. •plus otl 







Spanish program on t 

jmpiete interactive course on 2 CD-ROMS. Real-life situations build a 
strong foundation in speaking, understanding, reading, and writing Spanish. 

The Learning Company offers a wide variety of language learning product! 
including complete courses and specific skill builders, available in Spanish. 
French, German, English, and Japanese on CD-ROM for the Mac and PC. 

1 - 800 - 290-4568 

P.O. Box 10746, Knoxville, TN. 37939 www.leamingco.com 


)N READER SERVICE CA 


1996 

































EDUCATION 


Video Training for Windows Applications 

KeyStone 


KeyStone, Ybur Windows Training Specialists 
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EDUCATION-FINANCIAL/ACCOUNTING-GRAPHIC/DESIGN-UTIUTl 
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It’s Real for 1% 

CNE Tests 


Manuals for Each Track 

3.lx Track— $450 
4.1 Track— $495 

Meets Novell’s new requirement 


iX Concise to-the-point specifically 
written for professionals 
Being used even in universities 


CNE Test Master 
for Windows— $149 

Interactive software that simulates Novell actual tests 
covers both 3.1x & 4,1 tracks 

Novell CNE Study Guide 
MTL (Demo) 

NSE Pro (CD-ROM) 
When you order all 7 manuals and CNE Test Master 


800PCAGE60 

(800-722-4360) 

20 Audrey Place / Fairfield, NJ 07004 • Tel 201-882-5370 • Fax 201-882-4955 

visit us on the WEB at: http://www2.cybernex.net/~pcage 
or e-mail: pcage@bc.cybernex.net 


4s Low as $29- 9S 

call: 1 - 800 - 239-4087 

FAX ORDERS: 1 -800-774-1118 

(PLEASE CALL FOR A FAX ORDER FORM) 

MC, VISA & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 

Internet: http://www.hotnew.com/checks/ 


Microsoft Certified Professional 
Test Preparation Series 


MCSD Guides 
Now Available: 

Visual Basic Version 3.0 
Visual Basic Version 4.0 

$69. 9S each or 
$180 for the set 


Order Today! 1-800-752-9816 


MCSE Guides 
Now Available: 


3N READER SERVICE CA 


WAGERS 9 Digit a ' °Tli e . nter . 



i ■ 



— 

RCLE 421 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

COMPUTEK1 

C 


ECKS 


PRINT 1-1000 

Newsletters 
_J Flyers... I 

Slides & Overheads 
4x5 8K Film Imaging 
54" Wide Color Posters 
Canon Digital Lasers 
Dye-Sub Color Prints 

I 800 - 398 - 5819 ' 404 - 351-5800 

1575 Northside Dr. Ste.490 Atlanta 30318 

www.imaqers.com 



i Winner of BYTE Magazine Pournelle's Users Choice 
Award • Universal-Works with any IBM or compatible PC regardless 
of Operating System. • Bypasses DOS, Windows, Unix, OS/2, etc. and 
does DIRECT HARDWARE DIAGNOSTICS of all drives, all memory, all 
ports, sound cards, keyboard, mouse, etc. • Low-level formats IDEs! 

• Diagnoses down to individual chip level. 

• Used by technicians around the world. 

• Vinyl carrying case. • Detailed manuals. 

HEUJ-Get tne secrets oi professional 
PC diagnostics and repair on uldeo 
cassette, several titles auaiiabie... 



1 - 800 - 864-8008 

http://www.micro2000.com 


READER SERVICE CARD 
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There Is Only One Choice For Data Compression 
PKZIP for Windows 



The growth of the Internet and the increased use of World Wide Web browsers is 
creating a greater need to compress data files. Saving disk space and saving on¬ 
line phone charges are big benefits of compressing data files with PKZIP®for 
Windows. PKZIP for Windows compresses files an average of 50-70% with many 
large text and database files compressing well over 90%. PKZIP's simple point- 
and-click interface lets you easily compress one file or all files on an entire hard 
drive, and store them in the .ZIP file. PKWARE®provides the best and fastest 
ta compression technology on the market, try it and see! 

PKZIP for Windows allows you to easily open files created with PKZIP for DOS 
Version 2.04g. PKZIP is also compatible with Windows 3.1 or higher and 
Windows 95. 

Use PKZIP compression whenever you are: 

At Home 

The Internet contains many .ZIP files you can access through a World Wide Web 
browser. PKZIP also lets you archive files such as the digitized family photo album 
ir annual budget in .ZIP files, saving you space on your hard drive. 

On the Road 

Use .ZIP files when sending email, storing presentations, or transferring files 
between your office PC and your laptop. 

At the Office 

Network and system administrators save space on their servers and reduce traffic 
er the intranet or corporate network using .ZIP files. 

Data compression is as important now as it was when hard drives were small and 
modems were slow. New software applications and the files they create continue to 
grow in size. Intranet and Internet traffic are growing at a phenomenal rate. These 
growing trends make zipping and unzipping data 
files an important utility for everyone who uses a personal computer. 

PKZIP for Windows $49, PKZIP for DOS $47 plus shipping and handling. 

To order call (414) 354-8699 
or visit our Web Site http://www.pkware.com 



<RI<W<1REL 

The Data Compression Experts® 

325 N. Deerwood Drive / Brown Deer, Wl 53223 1 
FAX: 414-354-8559 BBS: 414-354-8670 
Email: lnfo@pl<ware.com 


Other PKWfiRE Products 


Put Your Executables on a Oiet 

PKLITE™ increases your 
valuable disk space by 
compressing DOS and 
Windows 16-bit executable 
(.COM, .EXE and .DLL) 
files by an average of 45%. 
The operation of PKLITE is 
transparent, all you will 
notice is more available disk 
space! Price $46 
Software developers, save disk space and media costs 
with smaller executables. You can distribute your 
software in a compressed form with PKLITE 
Professional,™ PKLITE Professional gives you an extra 
option to compress files so that they cannot be expanded 
by PKLITE. This discourages reverse engineering of your 
programs. Price $146 

Put Compression Into YOUR Application 

The PKWARE Data Compression Library® products 
allow you to incorporate data compression technology 
into your software applications. The application 
program controls all the input and output of data, 
allowing data to be compressed to or extracted from 
any device or area of memory. 

The all-purpose Data 
Compression Algorithm 
compresses ASCII or 
binary data quickly. 

The routines can be 
used with most 
compatible language 
compilers. Separate 
DOS, DOS32, 

Windows, OS/2, Win32 
and UNIX versions are 
available! Call for 
pricing. 



ist New Product Award at FOSE Finalist 


1992-1995 PC Computing World Class 


IC > S 
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MISCELLANEOUS:ACCESSt 







KEYBOARD PROTECTOR 


VISA/MC < 


(Down) Time is Money 

■ Remains in place during use...just type right 
through it 

■ Prevents costly repairs 

■ Soft, flexible, fits like a glove 

» Durable High-Tech Polymer lasts for years 

■ More than 1,000 custom fit models available 

■ The original SafeSkin® - Only $24.95 

Protect Your Entire System 

Dust Covers - All Models - All Styles 

Economical Vinyl from $6.95 each 
Breathable Fabric from $7.95 each 

Call Today: 1-800-627-7752 


We Want to Send You a 

FREE! 

268 PAGE CATALOG OF DISCOUNT 
COMPUTER SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES 


Plus! 

We will add you 
to our mailing 
list for one year 
on a trial basis 
- in which time 
you will receive 
4 catalogs from 
the most 
unique 
company in 
our industry. 



COMPUTER SYSTEMS 



5545 Bridgewood, Sterling Heights, Ml 48310 
CALL US TOLL-FREE (800) 493-5777 or Fax (810) 268-8899 


Simply utilize the reader service number below - 
or call, write or fax us for your free catalog. 


XPfMCS or CIRCLE 427 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


NIMBLE Technology Corporation 
NIMBLE Dream System Series 
For Dealers Only 



40+ Hottest Businesses 
From Your Home 
With A Computer! 

Spetinl FREE Report Now Available — 


• What home businesses are working—where • What equipment 
you will need and where to get it • What you will do • Which 
businesses you can start part time and retain your present job • 
What your costs will be • Where you can get financing • Where to 
get training • How to market yourself, your services and prod¬ 
ucts when you work from your home • What your potential is for 
growth. 

Call 1-800-343-8014, ext. 3414 

...For this new FREE special report and cassette tapes. 

Or Write: Computer Business Services, Inc., 

CBSI Plaza, Ste. 3414, Sheridan, IN 46069 




1 

When you 
want to be seen by 
business buyers, 

PC Computing is 
the place to 
advertise. M 

PUT YOUR AO HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC 
COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

now! CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! 

s 

—Joseph V. Montoro 
President 

Imagine That 


294 


AUGUST 


1996 



























Recomputing 


Hardware: Bar Coding/Batteries/Boards/Components/Chips 





PC/COMPUTING 
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Motherboards 

The Kev to a Faster Computer, 
Motherboard^ Discount Renter Q Pentium F Upgrades 


Local 602-813-6547 Fax 602-813-8002 

800 - 560-0555 

We’ve got some great things happening! This month we’re proud 
to bring you the best value ever! The Renegade Barebone Kit will 

^ternf Pick from the pre-configured Cyrix boan 
exchange it for America’s Best Motherboard-.A 



errnicro P55CMS-100 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72 
rmicro P55TS2-133 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,6-72p, 
rmicro P55TS2-150 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,6-72p,ide,Ami 
Amptron 133mhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI,256k,IDE/IO,6-72p, Triton 
Amptron 150mhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI,256k,IDE/IO,6-72p, Triton 
Tyan 133mhz 5-Isa,4-Pci,256k,6-72p,IDE/IO, Triton 
Tyan Titan III 166mhz 5-Isa,4-Pri,512k,6-72p,IDE/IO, Triton 
MTI Triton-2 166mhz 4-Isa,3-Pci,256k pipelined,6-72p,IDE/IO 
Quick P54TP lOOmhz 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,EIDE,I/O,4-72p,Ami 
Micronics M54HI-133 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72p,ide,Ami 

Cyrix the world’s fastest 686! 

Gigabyte 6x86-150mhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI,256k, 4-72p,EIde, I/OAMI 
Achme 6x86 166mhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI, 256k, 6-72p,Elde,I/0, AMI 
486 MOTHERBOARDS 
Amptron P5x86-75 7-Isa,3-vlb,256k,4-30p,2-72p, Zif 
Amptron P5x86 -75 4-Isa,3-PCI,l-vlb,256k,4-72p,Eide,I/O 
ACHME 486DX4-100, 7-Isa,3-Vl,256K,4-72p,SIS,ZIF 
ACHME 486DX4-133,4-Isa,3-pci,256K,4-72p,ide,io,ZIF 



Here’s How You Can 
Own A New 

ReNeGaDe System 1 

686 for $309 °° 

bones ki?will give you j 
- screaming system 
... ,„a saving you thou- j 
sands. Simply Transfer your Hard Drive, I 
Video Card and Peripherals. It takes 
about an Hour!...And...lt’s Faster Than a 
Pentium® System! Your system will out 




120mhz Barebone Kit 

* Cyrix 6x86 120mhz Motherboard 
4-Isa slots, 3-PCI slots, 256k of I 
cache, Mode 4 IDE controller, 
2-16C550 serial ports,1 prll. 

* Custom FCC Class B 
Mid-Tower 250watt 

* Installation Video 

* Upgrade kit: static wrist 
strap, screws, spacers and 


We'll Pay YOU for 

Your Computer Memory 

. c val 0 ®-^^==trfT\ 1x9 4x9 30 Pin 
*u \\ \\ jA 1x32 2x32 4x32 

A rrfu 1 x36 2x36 4x36 

\\®|j8x36 72 pin 

Notebook, Laptop, Subnote, Credit Card (1C DRAM) Modules 


$ ANY SIMMS $ 


S0J TS0P, ZIP, DRAM, VRAM, IBM * Over 30 Years Experience • We now Sell Memory & CPU s 

m— THE MEMORY LIQUIDATORS 

800 - 718-7755 _ 


CPU & MEMORY 


1 x 9 - 70 (30pin) 1MB. 

4x9-70 (30pin) 4MB. 

1 x 32/36 - (72pin)4MB. 

2 x 32/36 - (72pin) 8MB. 

4 x 32/36 - (72pin) 16MB. 

8 x 32/36 - (72pin) 32MB. 

AMD DX2-66/4-133. 

lntelDX2™66 / 4™100. 

Intel Pentium® 75 / 90. 

Intel Pentium® 100/120. 

Intel Pentium® 133 thru 200.. 


.17 

.51 

.42/52 

.81 /83 

,164/174 

,339/338 

.41/59 

...68/103 
.123/152 
.162/220 
.CALL 


Hours: M-F 8-5 PST 53) Main St., El Set 


lo, CA 90245 • Ph. 310-326-5656 ♦ Fax 310-326-7790 


Memory, etc. 

1457 W. Southern Ave., Suite 18 
Mesa, AZ 85202 

soo, : oo 

V(602)833-0086 5(602)833-7112 
www.memoryetc.com 
featuring wholesale prices 
that change with the market 

& Intel DX4 is a trademark of Intel Corporation 
XMtBSEWO or CIRCLE SOT ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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PCComputing 


Boards/Components/Chips/Online Services/Software: Education 


Adore 



Get product info fast from 
Marketplace advertisers. Go 
to PC Computing Xpress Info: 
http://www.zdnet.com/ 
marketplace/mcu 

PKompuling TSS/lffl 


Domain 
Web Space 

$25/month - $25/setup 


Includes 50 MB Disk Space 4 
750 MB Transfer/Month 4 
Netscape Commercesite Server 4 
Secure HTTPs 4 
Domain Registration 4 
Unlimited Email Forwarding 4 
Full FTP & Telnet Access 4 
CGI Bin Programs 4 
Full T1 4 

Developers Library 4 
Personal Web Pages from 
$5 per Month 


http://www.infoboard.com 

800 - 514-2297 

infoboard 

SINCE 1992 


Home Study 

ACCREDITED 
B.S. DEGREE 

in 

Computer Science 

Easy-to-study lessons in Multimedia, C, 
C++, Visual Basic, Assembly Language, 
Unix, Database Design, Cobol, Ada, 
Pascal, & many more lead to the only 
home-study BSCS degree accredited by 
an agency recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Professional software & hardware pro¬ 
vided at no extra charge. Programs in 
Computer & Electronics Engineering 
Technology as well, all accredited by the 
Distance Education and Training Council 
and VA Approved. Our 46th year. 

Free Catalog: 1 (800) 955-2527 
GRANTHAM 
College of Engineering 

Grantham College Rd., Slidell, LA 70469-5700 


MEMORY 

SELL'BUY’TRADE 


WE CAN BEAT 

ANY PRINTED PRICE ) 
IN THIS MAGAZINE C 


FOR MEMORY!!! 


•Lifetime Warrenty 
'No Credit Card Surcharge 
•No Restocking Fee 
CALL AROUND THIN CALL US!!! 

•$00*4 MEMORY 


Stop!! 


SHOP FROM THE TREASURES 
OF THE WORLD FROM THE 
CONVENIENCE OF VOUR OWN 
HOME! 



We pride ourselves cat 
delivering 

QUALITY. VALUE, and SERVICE 
that is second to none. 


Visa & MC accepted 
800 # ordering 


PICK A 


PARTNER! 


Church Partner 

7 modules • Used by 
39 denominations 
for 10 years 

School Partner 

6 modules • Perfect for 
schools and daycares, 
private or church-relat- 

Accounting Partner 

Great new features 
General Ledger, Accounts 
Payable, Payroll 


L 


SUMMITSYSTEMS, INC. 

Columbia, SC 29210-6433 


®L®W®OT f>®!©!§! 


486 M4/B3Miiz System ft 
Pentium 75 MHz System $ 10 -,, 
Pentium 100 MHz System $1149 
Pentium 120 MHz System $1199 
Pentium 133 MHz System * , ' ,on 
Pentium 150 MHz System 
Pentium 166 MHz System 


■Motherboard & CPU 
■Mini Tower Case 
■3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy 
■lot Enhanced Keyboard 
■3 Button Meuse 
■1MB SVGA Card |PCI/VLB) 
■14" SVGA .28 Monitor 
■850 MB Hard Drive 
■8MB/Pentium, 4MB/486 
■Choice of Windows 3.1 and 
DOS 6.22 or Windows 95 
SYSTEM UPGRADES: 

■1.2 GB Herd Drive $40 

■1.6 GB Hard Drive $85 

■4X CD Rom Kit $119 

■6X CD Rom Kit $14' 

■64-Bit Video (2MB) $6! 

■14.4 Fax/Modem $4i 

■28.8 Fax/Modem $10? 

■Per 4 MB Ram $49 


Acer 4X CD Rom Kit 
Acer 6X CD Rom Kit 
Acer 8X CD Rom Kit 6 ' 18 V 

IlmluA Drive,16-Bit Sound i Speakers) 

Acer 4X CD-Rom Drive $69 

Acer 6X CD-Rom Drive $99 

Acer 8X CD-Rom Drive $139 

16-Bit SCSI Sound Cord $49 

Acer 16-Bit Sound Card $45 

Sound Blaster 16 PnP $95 

Sound Blaster 32 PnP $159 

Sound Blaster 32 AWEPnP$239 
— J $95 

$15 



16MB _ _ 

16MB 4x36 72- 
32MB 8x32) 72- 
32MB 8x36) 72-bi.. 

4MB (1x32) EDO 60NS 
8MB 2x32) EDO 60NS „„ 
16MB (4x32)ED0 60NS$t79 
1MB (1x3 30-pin 
1MB 1x9 30-pin 
2MB (2x8) 30-pin 
4MB 4x3) 30-pin 
4MB 4x9 30-pin 


!49 AMD DX2 66MHz $40 
755 ! AMD DX2 80MHz $50 
$89 AMD DX4 100MHz $60 
$95 AMD DX4 120MHz $70 
T69 AMD 5X86 133MHz $80 
ntel Pentium 75MHz$tl9 
ntel Pentium 90MHz$l59 
ntei Pentium I00M«169 
ntel Pentium 120MH«219 
ntel Pentium 133MH$289 
ntel Pentium I50MI' 1 — 

Intel Pentium 166MI^_ 

Cyrix 5x86 tOOMHz $69 
Cyrix 5x86 120MHz $95 
Cyrix 6x86 tOOMHz $235 
Cyrix 6x86 120MHz$375 


850 MB IDE 

-1.08 GB IDE 

Conner 1.2 GB IDE 
Conner 1.6 GB IDE 
Seagate 540 MB IDE 
Seagate 850 MB IDE 
Seagate 1.08 GB IDE 

Oova.vUd. 1 1 (IQ me 


Seagate 1.2 GB IDE 
Seagate 2.! GB IDE 
Western Digital 635 MB $t79 
Western Digital 850 MB $189 
Western Digital 1.08 GB $209 
Western Digital 1.2 GB $219 
Western Digital t.6 6B $279 


(w/EIDE Controller, 2S/IP 
Pentium 75-200 $139 

lintel Triton Chipset, 256K 
Pipeline Burst Cache, PCI 
EIDE Controller, 2S/1P) 
Intel Zappa $179 

Intel Endeavor $235 

(256K Pipeline, SB 16) 



Cirrus IMB VESA SVGA $59 
Trident 1MB PCI SVGA $59 
Trio64 64Bit 2MB PCI $119 
Genesis 64 2MB VRAM $219 

Stealth 64 1MB $89 

Stealth 64 2MB DRAM $145 
Stealth 64 2MB VRAM $259 
ATI: 

ATI Wineharger IMB $95 
ATI Winboost 2MB DRAM$159 
ATI Winturbo 2MB VRAM$269 

Number9: ....___ 

Vision 330 2MB DRAM $159 3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy $29 
Motion 771 2MB VRAM $265 Colorado350 Tape Bllp$n9 
Imagine 128 4MB VRAM $619 "“ 1 — t 


14.4 Fax/Modem 
14.4Fax/Modem/Voie< 
28.8 Fax/Modem .... 
28.8Fax/Modem/Voic<1l9 
US Robotics 28.8 


14" .28DP SVGA N. 

Orchestra I5".28 H_ 

Techmedio 15" .28 N.l$339 
MAG tS".28 N.l. $: 
Teehmedia 17" .28 H.l$! 

‘ iton 17" .28 N.l.$( 


Full Tower Case w/ 


Skyhawk Joystick 


iff; c.o.d. iH 1 

7$RG/ITE 

IICRDSYSTEMS, INC. 

adowlark Road • Enfield, CT 06082 

ltefvSsa8QQ-462-1800te?3asil 


THE FINEST PC CIRCUIT BOARDS!!! 


1 the nations largest full-line PC circuit board specific manufac- 
1 furer and distributor caters to individuals and businesses inter- 
El ested In only the finest hardware and service at the best price, pro- 
^ vided by a long term, financially stable company, For nearly a 
-i decade, we at HSB have earned our standing as the most rep¬ 
utable circuit board manufacturer & distributor in the industry, Don't make 
the mistake of buying 'Throw-Away' circuit boards from a company without 
any long term commitment to your satisfaction, If we sound like what you 
are looking for, please give ur-" -- 


( 800 ) 497-0401 


. HSB Pentium® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE, AMI PnP FLASH BIOS.. .SCALE 

• HSB Pentium® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE/Video, AMI WlnBIOS,,. SCALL 

• HSB Pentium Pro® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE, AMI PnP FLASH BIOS ...SCALL 


• A 3 year warranty 01, . 
boards, covering both pc 

• A lifetime warranty on all 45ns 'Turbo' ' 

SIMM modules and all PGA CPU's. 

• A full 60-day money-back guarantee. freetWAOL _ _ 

Ensuring you can't find a better value. 800-497-0401111 

[Local] 216-498-1356 [Fax] 216-498-1374, 32901 Station Street #299, Cleveland, C 
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PC Computing 


WTi 

The Revolution Continues! 

Imornc mTm 720CDT. Sm-oi-m-AnTiowomm m 
r limn m Pmmm, Advmid Muimm i Bcsm K mcmr. 

TECRA 720CDT TECRA 710CDT 


■ Pentium™ 133 MHz with PCI Bus ■ Multimedia Ready 

■ Active Color 111" Display ■ fa Inti CD Rom Drive 

■ 1.2 GB Hard Drive ■ Built-in 28.8 KbpsV34 Data/Fax Modem 

■ DeskstationV Multimedia Docking 


TOSHIBA TECRA 720CDT $6??? TECRA 710CDT $5??? 
TOSHIBA TECRA 700CT $5??? TECRA 700CS $3??? 



T420CDT 

T410CDT 

T410CS 

T610CT 

T100CS 


Pentium™/®) 8MB 1GB Active Clr 

Pentium™/90 8MB 772MB+CD 11.3" Active Clr 

Pentium™/90 8MB 772MB 11.3' Dual Scan 

Pentium™/90 8MB 720MB 9.5" Active Clr 

Pentium™/75 8MB 510MB 10.4'Dual Scan 


$CALL 

$4298. 


INTRODUCING FAST & RELIABLE! 

The HP OmniBook 5000 


5000C Pentium™/90 

5000CT Pentium™/90 8MB 1.2GB 10.4" VGA TFT 

5000CT Pentium™/90 8MB 1.2GB 10.4" VGA TFT $4048. 

5000CTS Pentium™/90 16MB 1.2GB 10.4" SVGA TFT $4548. 

5000CTS Pentium™/120 16MB 1.2GB 10.4" SVGA TFT $4798. 

5000CT Pentium™/133 16MB 1.3GB 12.1" SVGA TFT CALL 


K ,rr \/ rnr . D Versa™Flexibility & 
NtL VERSA r Superior Performance 

75Mhz Mobile Pentium” Performance 


Versa 2000 Pentium™/75 
Versa 4000D Pentium™/75 
Versa 4000C Pentium™/75 
Versa 4050C Pentium™/90 
Versa 4050H Pentium™/90 


810MB 9.5” Active Clr 

810MB/CD 10.1” Active Clr $3648. 

540MB 10.4” Dual Scan Clr $2398. 

810MB/CD 10.1” Active Clr $4??? CALL 

810MB 10.4” Active Clr $3948. 


Versa 4080H Pentium™/™ 8MB 1.2GB 10.4” Active Clr $4???CALL 


IBM THINKPAD Powerful & Afforoable! 


TP760CD Pentium™/90 8MB 1.2GB Active Clr 

TP760C Pentium™/™ 8MB 720MB Active Clr 

TP760E Pentium™/™ 8MB 1.2GB ActiveClr 

TP760EL Pentium™/100 8MB 810MB Dual Scan 

TP760EL Pentium™/133 8MB 1.08GB ActiveClr 


$5148. 

$3348 


LOW LOW PRICES!! 

Corporate Office (714) 282*9100 OT 
Yorba Linda, CA (714) 282*9400 Fax 
Alameda (510) 337*9034 or 

Office (510) 337*9038 Fax 

Internet Address: FCSI @ ix.netcom.com 

• FCS is not responsible for any typographical errors. 

• Advertised prices reflect 3% cash discount 


22835 Savi Ranch Pkwy, Suite C, Yorba Linda,CA 92687 



The 960 page manual that shows 
you how to get the most from your 
PC software & hardware! 

Just $59.95. Take $10 off when you 
order with check or credit card! 
Ask about our quarterly supplements. 



_ v Cloth| 

• Guaranteed 
Quality 

Microstore 

800-962-8885 



A GREAT REVIEW IS 
A GREAT REVIEW IS 
WORTH REPEATING 
WORTH REPEATING 

Almost nothing influences buyers in the computer 
market as much as a great product review, par¬ 
ticularly one in PC Computing. That’s because 
reviews are so essential to buyers when they’re 
making product choices, ft customized reprint of 
your review will have far more influence on sales 
than any other sales literature. Call 


Ziff-Davis Reprints at 800-825-4237. 

PCComputing 


REPRINTS 
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HW: Computer Systems/SW: Business Applitotion/SV: Data Conversion/Retovery/Multimedia/CD ROM/MS: General 


Coifeoli dATEd a 


WoRldwidE DisTitibuTons 
oF CD ROM SoFtware 

New Titles W«Kly 

• Business • Religion 

• Clip Art • Education 

• Games • Literature 

• Music • Reference 

• Shareware • Adult 

CaII ToII-Free to OreJer or fo« a Free updmE 

SI 800 8 CD ROMS« 

For Multimedia & Memory Upgrades 

UNOMdiltoNAlly CuARANTFEd • T. 


102 GreewwxxI Avenue • WyncoiE, PA 19095 .... 

(215)572-9851 • Fax (215) 572-9852 
(WWW) tittp://www.consldcdrom.com 
(Email) cdrom@consldcdrom. 



Take a Byte out of High Prices 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC., 800-266-2895 

r REPUTABL^^ 
SERVICE SINCE J 
1987 ^ 

PENTIUPCHIP 150/166 PCI $1288/1368 
PENTIUNPCHIP 120/133 PCI $1098/1158 
PENTIUNPCHIP 75/100 PCI $999/1038 
5X86-100/5X86-133 VLB $938/968 

16 MB RAM, 1.44 MB FLOPPY DR, 1.27 GB HARD DR. 
PCI(PENT.)/VLB(586) IDE C0NTLR, PCI(PENT.)/VLB(586) 
SVGA CARD 1 MB, 14" SVGA COLOR MONITOR .28 N.l. 
4XCD R0M+S0UND CARD, KEYBD+M0USE, EXTRAS... 

4X/6X/8XCD ROM W/S0UND CARD $ 89/128/169 
50 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $19 

170 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $39 

180 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $49 

SUBWOOFER $ 59 

SOUND BLASTER 16 (VIBRA16) BULK PK $79 
SOUND BLASTER 32 PLUGNPLAY $169 

4XCD ROM W/3 CD CHANGER (IDE INF.) $ 178 
FUTBED COLOR SCANNER, SCSI KIT, 8.5"X14", 
2400DPI, SOFTWARES, 3PASS/1 PASS $299 / 399 
PENTIUM PRO 200m UPGRADE S1S99 

4MB/8MB/16MB T2PINMEMORIES (39/79/139 

5X86DX-100/133 CPU & MBD $148/$168 
PENT. 75/100 / 120 / 133 / 150 / 166W/CPI 
$229/268/328/388/519/599 

IDE HD 630MB/ 850MB/ 1GB/ 1.2GB/ 1.6GB 
$159 / $175/$189/$ 209/$239 
EXT 1GB SCSI HARD DR. $279 

MS NATURE KEYBOARD W95 $59 

14.4 INT. FAX/MODEM $49 

28.8 INT. FAX/MODEM $119 

14.4 PCMCIA FAX/MODEM $88 

28 8 PCMCIA FAY/MOnFM cm 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC. TEL80O-266-2895 OR 713-999-? 

416-E N. SAM HOUSTON PKWY HOUSTON, TX 77060, M-F 9:30-6, SAT 10-3 2-YR LABOR & 1- 
Prices reflect 2% cash discount. Printers are manufacturer warranty & not refundable. All returns must be made within 14 days fri 
restocking fee. Defective items will be repaired or replaced at our discretion. Warranty does not cover softwares, damage due to 
30 days from invoice date, Damage or loss should be reported to carrier & must be shipped freight prepaid wi orioinal Dackino 

i899,F AX:713-999-4460 

YR. PARTS WARRANTY 
om invoice date 8. subject to charge 15% 
accidents,misuse, or negligence. No refund after 
manuals & RMA#. TX resident add 8.25%TAX 

XPRESSBVFO or CIRCLE S20 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


ZENITH NOTEBOOKS 

ZNote Mx $1599 

Pentium® 75 8/810 Dual Scan 
Factory Serviced 

ZNote Flex $1499 

486 DX 4/100 8/520 Active 

Factory Serviced 

ZStor $1299 

486 DX 4/100 8/420 Dual Scan 

ZStor $1099 

486 DX 4/75 8/420 Dual Scan 

Factory Serviced 

ZStor $799 

486DX 2/50 4/260 Mono 

AT&T NOTEBOOKS 

Globolyst 130 $1099 

486 DX 4/75 4/340 Dual Scan 


DIGITAL NOTEBOOKS 

Digital Ninote Ultra $799 

486 SX/33 4/170 Mono 

New 

NEC NOTEBOOKS 

NEC Versa S $899 

486 SX/33 4/210 Active 

Factory Serviced 

ax NOTEBOOKS 

EZ Book $1299 

486 DX 4/75 8/520 Dual Scan 


DTK NOTEBOOKS 

486 SLC/33 $599 

4/120 Mono New 

486 SLC/33 $649 

4/200 Mono New 

486 SLC/33 $699 

4/340 Mono New 

AUSTIN NOTEBOOKS 

Pentium® 100 8/540 $1799 

Dual Scan New 

DESKTOPS 

Zenith Pentium® 75 $899 

8 Meg Ram 850Meg Hard Drive 
Quad Speed CD 14.4 Fax 
Factory Serviced 

UNISYS $499 

486 DX 2/66 4/420 Factory Serviced 

UNISYS $399 

486 SX/33 4/210 Factory Serviced 

LASER PRINTER 


DATA RECOVERY: 800 440-1904 


Seven good reasons to choose DriveSavers: 

I. World’s largest, most Ousted, and 
experienced data recovery specialists 

2 . 24-hr, onsite and weekend service available 

3 . Proprietary techniques so advanced we 
retrieve data others might simply abandon 

4 . Certified to maintain most drive warranties 

5 . Over 11 years of data recovery experience 

6. Featured by CNN, NextStep, C-Net, and 
Forbes 

7. Ail storage devices; DOS, Wm95, WinNT 
OS/2, Mac OS, UNIX, Sun, SGI, Novell 





RUSSIAN LADIES 

tml^ beautiful, 
want to meet you! 

Beautiful, educated 
ladies are sincerely 
seeking friendship 
and marriage with 
American men of all 
ages. Selected from 
over 50,000 applicants. 

4 FREE Color 
Photo Catalog 

♦ Beautiful Color Photo 
Catalogs & Live Videos 

♦ Exciting Moscow Tours 

Mee t 600 lovely ladies in 10 d ays 
17 successful escorted tours 
since 1992! 

euRoreAn connect: iot>s,inc. 
"Largest and Most Complete Service" 
Dept. 294 • P.O. Box 888851 
Atlanta, GA 30356 • 770/458-0909 



Computer 

Jewelry 

Unique...DistincTive 


HAND MADE — TOP QUALITY 

♦ Solid weight & feel 

♦ Two Tone Gold 

♦ Not available in stores 

♦ Diamond finish 

14K Disk Pendant/Pin 299.00 

14K PC Pendant/Pin 299.00 

Sterling/24K Disk Pendant/Pin 49.00 
ing/24K PC Pendant/Pin 49.00 

T»iiFveel-(888) HARDWEAR 

ULL ANTYIME 4273932 
CHECK/VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC 

7 day money back guarantee 
Ywww.hardwear.com 
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Get product into tast from Marketplace advertisers. Go to PC Computing JGPRESSIIFO http://www.zdnet.com/marketplace/! 


Public Domain/Shareware/Hardware: Online Services/Software/Business App/Adult 



Pi Computing 

r?rnr 


The 

Alternative 


Have you ever spent money on retail products that are a part of membership, 
software only to discover it wasn’t what What makes the Club special is that we 


rest Group (SIGs) 
s Desktop Publishing, 
Iren, Education. Games 


FR€€ CATALOG 

rnicnasma Software Club ™ 

1 - 800 - 444-1343 


>uc 




1-800-470-CLUB 


- 

X. 


LIVE IIV1IDE 
TELECONFERENCING! 


Your Modem 


Our Girls 


Tell our HOT Models your 
fantasy & watch them 
Steam up your computer screen! 
It’s completely—IlUTERflCTIUE 


Voice: 800 536 7300 BBS: 815 397 9877 
http://wwfw.videofanitasy.com 

j. ; No Internet Access Required • Adults Only j . % 


Adore 



Get product info fast from 
Marketplace advertisers. Go 
to PC Computing Xpress Info: 
http://www.zdnet.com/ 
marketplace/mcu 

recomputing PRESS m 





Dili/ AD LIU 
■Vffiid lii-Jt r Jtt 

LIVE VIDEO PHONE SEX 

,l-;t A«M» 

••••••••••••••••• 


LIVE, HOT GIRLS That You Can SEE, HEAR And SPEAK To. 

Live Nude Interactive 

P? • Dating 

They’ll gladly do whatever you tell them to. 

BBS's & More! 

WMi- • , Featured Euro-BBS ..j 

Do it: One on One, Two on One. 

j, Int'l rates apply 18 +t 

Too Shy? Voyeur Room to Room 

j K Shows You The Hottest Sites I 

FREE iView Software 

EBMSip • on the Internet!! 

: * Get Online Today!! * 

Access our girls Two ways: 

or modem in at: 

or Via Modem: 1-800-207-0700 


Must be 18 years or older. 

HD * pas wordl 



Sexy Software 


Sexy INTERACTIVES 

Sexy CD A ■ 0R*rtlX»H0N - lelerodive DUnta «!h 1*0* SIGA pi*. 

Sexy CDS -^PIAN W FROM OUTER SPACE - (.« 


Sexy FLIX 

TOO NAUGHTY TO SAY MO; KING DONG; SEXCAPADES; SEX GAMES; 
ASIAN INDIES I S 2, SAMURAI PERVERT, I BABES 2, 3 S 4, VIRTUAL 
VIXENS I 8 2, NIGHTWATCH I A 2 SEYMOUR BUTTS U 2, DREAM 


* 2soovg 

Sexy CD #3 another collection of over 650 MB o the hottest pictures avail 
Jhle. Over 3,000 VGA pictures, movies and utilities. 






S00-462-SIXY mi Ext 600 VI / MX 2IJ-W/-2J7I 

3.5" or Foreign Orders Add $2 per disk 
CK/MO to: S Software, P.O. Box 220, 

Dept. 60QVL, Hatfield, PA 19440 / ADD $4 S/H 
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ODYSSEY 


ADULT PHOTOS (GIFS) 
ANIMATED ADULT MOVIES 
HOT INTERNET ADULT CHAT 
INTERNET ADULT NEWS GROUPS 

STS: 


INTERNATIONAL CALL! 

Modem: 516.579.5550 
EASY ACCESS 
VIA THE INTERNET! 
telnet: //bbs.specdata.com 


A83AN 

HEAT 


No Credit Cards! No Waiting! 

Completely FREE! 


01^85^1 7 29 09 1 4 



SAAUT 

LAND 

This ifi your 
one-way ticket 
to the most 

HEAD-POPPING 
adult site in the 
known universe! 


sex sex 
fun 

sex, sex 
fun 

A 

. sex 

fun i 
sex 
fun 

dults C 

sex 
fun i 
sex 
fun 

Inly 

sex 

fun 

sex 

fun 

http://www.emutland.coml 


11 V ESJj. I V E L I V E 


CLUBLOVE 

ADULT PLAYGROUND 

The internet's premiere adult playground. Watch LIVE strip shows. Interact 
with TOP adult stars in our erotic LIVE Fantasy Booths. Access first-run or 
fetish films, interactive photo features, magazines, chat rooms, the Net's 
largest adult mega mall & much more. 

(§C0@€K 0U 

http://www.adultplayground.com/pcc 



NOT A CD-ROM / THESE ARE REAL, LIVE GIRLS 

LIVE INTERACTIVE 

THT UVENUDE 

VIDEO CONFERENCING 

SEE BEAUTIFUL WOMEN 
STRIP LIVE FOR YOU! 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 

I I 

OR CALL OUR COMPUTER BBS AT 
1 - 800 - 555-3638 


l-OUW-JJJ-JOOO 

HOTCAT LIVE FREE 

MM® software 

(1-800-548-3843) - 

FOR DETAILS CALL OUR RECORDED EXPLANATION AT 1-800-555-5488 

YOU MUST BE OVER 21 YEARS OLD TO VIEW THIS SERVICE. 


Pleasurotica 

EXOTIC WOMEN STRIP 
LIVE ON YOUR SCREEN 

ONE-ON-ONE ADULT 
VIDEO TELECONFERENCING 

over eighteen only. 

<§®s> 

ww. pleasurotica.com/pcc 


302 
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Gay-Straight-Bi 
Swingers 

(Must be 21 +) 


TALK IS CHEAP 


seeevg is bijjivim; 

Talk to and actually see beautif ul women 
strip LIVE ON YOUR PC just for you. 
This is LIVE not a CD. 

LIVE GIRLS FREE SOFTWARE 
FIRST 5 MIIV. FREE TO NEW CALLERS! 
24 Hours a Day 7 Days a Week 
http://www.livecenterfolds.com 


HOT ONLINE CHAT 


LIF6STVL6 


1 SWINGERS CONTACT SYSTEM 
COUPLES & SINGLES 
SWINGING/B&D/BI/FETISHES 


V/N CENSORED 

ASIAN BEAVT1ES 

HOT Sr FREE! 


Smoke Your Modem 
FREE! FREE! FREE! 


217-322-1999 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 

ALWAYS FREE!!! 
Chat,IRC 
FTP,Telnet 
News & GIFS 



; Video Action! 
Interact with gorgeous 
QI%LS! 


Download mi LOVE-VIEW Software from: 
http:/ / www.adultpleasures.com/love.html 


LIVE INTERACTIVE VIDEO 

Featuring "REAL MOTION” 
EXPLICIT ADULT ENTERTAINMENT 
See and talk to your own 
Private Fantasy Cirl! 
DOWNLOAD OUR FREE 
BEAVER RETRIEVER™ SOFTWARE! 
VIA MODEM AT: 1-702-259-2850 

(USE “cybererotica” AS USER NAME) 
OR DOWNLOAD AT OUR WEBSITE: 

http://www.cybererotica.com 


MBBS-World Group 
Unlimited Access 
http://www.talk.net 
M TVdcorne 7 » <%sit 

Gay'Straight'Bi 

Swingers 
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We’ve got answers 
no one else has. 



Actually, Britannica has always had the answers you needed. Only now you 
can find them faster and from the convenience of your own computer. Britannica 
Online® is the first encyclopedia on the Internet, and it has more information - on 
practically every subject imaginable - than any other encyclopedia, either in print or 
online. So, when you need the right answer, find it fast in Britannica Online. 

http://www.eb.com 



Britannica Online® _ 

From the editors of ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA. 


© 1996 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 







SMALL OFFICE/HOME OFFICE 


Smart Surfing 


TVonaPC 

Core Dynamics’ DynaMax 
Hi-Rez Plus card lets you 
watch television or video from 
your PC in frill stereo. If you 
like what you see, the card 
takes a video snapshot. Several 
CDs are included. 

DynaMax Hi-Rez Plus / Core 
Dynamics / (714) 699-0108/ 

$299 list price / Reader Service No. 790 


Secret Weapons 



Paper Punisher 

Banish the paper pile forever 
with Visioneer’s latest offering, 
the PaperPort ix document 
scanner (above). Providing all 
the paperless prowess of the 
PaperPort Vx, this scanner 
comes as part of a keyboard so 
you have more desk space. 


Pixelize Your Pictures 

For less than $300, Storm 
Primax’s EasyPhoto SmartPage 
is ideal for digitizing any 
document or image up to 
8 by 10 inches. The 300-dpi 
full-color scanner also comes 
with photo-editing and OCR 
software, plus a 10-page 
document feeder. 

EasyPhoto SmartPage / Storm Primax / 

(800) 275-5734 / $299 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 792 

WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM 


Java? Shockwave? Most of us 
haven’t even figured out 
HTML yet. So how do you 
stay fresh with all those Web 
offerings? You improvise 
with some clever, easy-to-use 
tools.... Promos To Go 
Have you ever tried to 
publicize your home page 
on the Web? Cadmus 
Interactive’s attache is 
ideal for creating digital 
promotional applications that 
anyone can view, straight 
from a floppy disk. And you 
can create self-running 
multimedia presentations full 
of sound and images, as well 
as hodinks to your Web page 
(price to be announced; 770- 
621-6900).... Check In on 
the Run Although most 
external modems continue to 
shrink in size, they’re still not 
mobile. Simple Technology’s 
28.8 Communicator (below) 
is a 28.8Kbps fax modem that 
fits into a PC Card slot. 

Unlike other modems’ phone 
jacks that break easily because 
they stick out of a notebook, 
the Communicator’s jack is 
built into the PC Card, so 
your phone line goes inside 



your notebook. 

The card also uses; 
cellular correction 
technology so you 
can sign on from 
anywhere ($259 est 
street price; 

800-474-6753).... 

Easy Animation 
Want to throw 
some easy animation into 
your Web site without 
learning a new 
programming language? 
Micrografx’s new ABC 
Quicksilver Pack (above) 
for ABC Graphics Suite 
makes it easy to put 
graphics on your site. The 
free Netscape plug-in also 
makes Web-page navigation 
and interaction a snap. 

And with Quicksilver’s 
included samples, you can 
create buttons and graphics 
that light up or change 
shape when a surfer’s 
mouse pointer passes over 



Click the Picture: ABC Quicksilver 
Pack easily adds animation to your site. 


them (Free, $10 shipping 
and handling; 800-671- 
0144).... Be a Web 
Watcher Worried about 
how your employees spend 
their time on the Web? 
Webster Network Strategies’ 
WebTrack lets you monitor 
Internet usage by person 
or department, including 
which sites were visited. 

You can also restrict access 
to certain sites. ($495 for 
five users, est. street price; 
800-967-0066). jack lyon 

Reader Service Numbers: attache, 
793; 28.8 Communicator, 794; ABC 
Quicksilver Pack, 793; WebTrack, 796 


SO DEDUCT IT 


LOGICODE QUICKTEL II 


What you tell your 
accountant: 

“This DSVD modem has a full- 
duplex speakerphone and a 
modem, so I can talk to clients 
and share information with 
them at the same time.” 

What you tell your friends: 

“Now when we play Descent, 

I can hearyou whimper in 
defeat." 

QuickTel II / LogicodeTechnology/ 

(800) 735-6442 / $349 list price / 

Reader Service No. 797 



















Usability Test 


Print It, Fax It, Scan It 


C an you actually see the surface of your desk? Most SOHO 
work spaces are crammed with printers, fax machines, 
scanners, modems, keyboards, and monitors—not to 
mention paperwork. Of course, all this clutter leaves you no 
room to put up your feet when you’re in “kick-back mode.” 


New all-in-one printers, or 
multifunction devices 
(MFDs), consolidate several 
hardware components 
into one box, giving you 
more space and making 
certain tasks easier. 
Combining the functions of 
a printer, fax machine, 
scanner, and copier, an 
MFD even lightens the load 
on your budget. 



Office Hero: Hewlett- 


Packard’s OfficeJet 350 is a 
solid performer that works 
well with Windows 95. 

OfficeJet 350 / Hewlett-Packard / 
[800) 752-0900 / $599 est. street price 

In the past you had to 
give up quality for 
convenience with an MFD, 
but new versions finally 
introduce fast laser printing, 
300-dpi optical-resolution 
scanning, and document- 
management software 
that’s sophisticated 
enough to dramatically 
reduce the piles of paper 
in your office. 


But are these MFDs good 
enough to consider 
scrapping the hardware you 
already own? To find out, 
our usability testers looked 
at the newest top-tier 
MFDs: Hewlett-Packard’s 
OfficeJet 350, Canon’s 
MultiPass C2500, Xerox’s 
Document WorkCenter 
250, JetFax’s M5 SST, and 
Lumina’s Lumina 2000. 

These five MFDs have 
black-and-white scanners 
that are TWAIN-compatible, 
and the units copy only one 
sheet of paper at a time. Also, 
the modems buried inside 
the MFDs understand only 
fax—so they won’t connect 
you to the Internet. 

On the plus side, all the 
units’ printers are uniformly 
good, and their output beats 
the slick, curly fax pages of 
old. Their software isn’t yet 
perfectly integrated with 
Windows 95, but in most 
cases our testers had no 
problem using it. 

Office Standards 

Hewlett-Packard’s new 
OfficeJet 350 perches on top 
of the company’s venerable 
600-by-300-dpi ink-jet 
engine. The result is a solid 
unit that should further 
enhance Hewlett-Packard’s 
well-deserved reputation for 
delivering workhorse 


products. The OfficeJet’s 
installation went well: 
Windows 95 automatically 
detected it, and it took our 
testers just a few minutes to 
install both Hewlett- 
Packard’s OfficeJet Manager 
and Phoenix Technologies’ 
Eclipse Fax SE software. 
(Both are included with the 
unit.) In Microsoft’s Word 
and Corel’s WordPerfect, 
Eclipse Fax SE automatically 
added icons to allow one- 
click faxing of documents. 

When our testers inserted 
a document into the 
OfficeJet, an Autoprompt 
box appeared on the screen 
that let them choose faxing, 
scanning, or copying. 

Our testers found the 
prompt useful, but its 
options limited. Although 
the OfficeJet lacks some of 
the fancy features of its 
competitors like color 
printing, it integrates well 
with Windows 95 and is an 
excellent value. 

Color for Loose Change 

Canon’s MultiPass C2500 is 
the only MFD our testers 
looked at that offers color 
printing, using a 300-dpi 
bubble-jet printer. It’s a 
great feature considering 
that the MultiPass C2500 is 
one of the less expensive 
units we tested. The fax 



Quality Color: Canon’s 
MultiPass C2500 offers 
color printing but has 
so-so software. 

Multipass C2500 / Canon Computer/ 
[800} 423-2366 / $599 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 798 

machine, scanner, and copier 
don’t support color, 
however. Still, the 
MultiPass’s color output 
quality was impressive, 
particularly on coated paper. 
And our usability testers 
found that the unit’s copier 
function produced the 
best-looking output of 
the MFDs tested. 

Despite the MultiPass’s 
great color and reasonable 
price, its software left our 
testers wanting more. The 
software runs constantly in 
the background, and the 
included scanning program 



Patience Needed: The 

WorkCenter has powerful 
but difficult components. 


Document WorkCenter 250 / Xerox 
Corp. / [800) 822-6979 / $699 est. street 
price / Reader Service No. 799 
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wanted an office as big as a conference room. 


introducing the U.S. Robotics ConferenceLink w 
CS1000 Speakerphone for about $400. 

Now you can have an office that 
performs like a conference room. Thanks 
to ConferenceLink, one of the most 
advanced speakerphones available today. 

For example, you’re having a rather 
heated one-on-one discussion with a 
client and you need to interrupt them 
(politely of course) to make an important 
point. Thanks to something we call 
SimulCom™ you can. Its a new technology 
that lets people talk and listen at the same 
time, as if they were in the same room. 


Or, lets say you need to close a 
deal and you need 10 people to do it i 
No problem. With ConferenceLink, I 
and it’s three powerful, built-in micro- 1 
phones, you can pack everyone in your 
office and know they’ll be heard loud and 
clear-no matter where they’re sitting. 

ConferenceLink will change the way 
you feel about speakerphones. And, at 
about half the cost of other conference 
speakerphones, we think you’ll agree it's 
not just for conference rooms anymore. 

Hear the difference for yourself call 
US. Robotics at 1-800-949-675 7 


A Performance " Telephone From U.S. Robotics. 


Mobotics 


mm 


NO LIMITS 


The ConferenceLink CS1000 from U.S. Robotics is now available at these fine stores. 
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Usability Test 



Laser Powerhouse: If you 

have the cash, the M5 SST 
has major fax muscle and 
lightning-fast LED printing. 

M5 SST / JetFax / (800) 753-8329 / 
$3,595 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 8oo 

prints only to the MultiPass, 
ignoring any Windows 95 
settings. 

Strenuous Setup Our 

usability testers found that 
setting up Xerox’s 
Document WorkCenter 250 
was a true test of patience, 


and some tasks were even 
impossible to do. 

The Document 
WorkCenter uses several 
software packages with very 
different interfaces. The 
ControlCenter software 
sVon’t run unless the parallel 
port is working—even if you 
don’t need to use a parallel 
port—which means that 
using almost any other 
external hardware is out 
of the question. And most of 
our testers couldn’t even get 
Xerox’s TextBridge OCR 
software to run with the unit. 

It seems like Xerox 
was in a rush to get the 
Document WorkCenter to 
market. We found a separate 
envelope containing last- 
minute software fixes in the 
box. Let’s hope a future 
update will eliminate the 


bugs. But for now you 
can find a far better 
MFD option. 

Muscle Machine JetFax 
took a decent 300-dpi LED 
printer and paired it with a 
fast, high-quality scanning 
engine. The result? The M5 
SST, a machine that’s ahead 
of the competition. 

Installation of the M5 SST 
was smooth, and our testers 
were pleased at how readily 
the software handled all the 
unit’s functions. Frequently 
sent faxes can be stored in 
memory and sent by pushing 
a button. Extra-cost options 
include a second fax line for 
high-volume use and a 
33.6Kbps fax modem (useful 
only if the receiving fax has a 
similarly endowed modem). 
The M5 SST’s $3,595 price 



tag 

is steep, 
but the 
machine’s 


extraordinary speed just 
might pay for itself over time. 



Proudly Printerless: If you 

already have a printer, the 
Lumina 2000 handles faxing, 
scanning, and copying. 

Lumina 2000 / Lumina Office Products / 
(800) 586-4620 / $399 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 8oi 


_ 


MASTER CONTROLS OF MULTIFUNCTION DEVICES 


SIDE BY SIDE 


Sure, they can fax up to 50 
people at once, but what 
good are MFDs if you find 
yourself in a wrestling match 
every time you want to do 
something? Our Usability 
Labs found the real test of 
these machines was how 
well they worked with a PC, 
and how easy it was to use 
the software. 



Xerox Document WorkCenter 250: 

The WorkCenter is difficult to set up, but it includes 
TextBridge, an excellent OCR software package. 



HP OfficeJet 350: Now what? The OfficeJet 
provides an outstanding, interactive Help menu 
that steps you through common tasks. 



JetFax M5 SST: The JetFax’s setup is one of 
the only functions you'll see onscreen; other tasks 
are accomplished directly in hardware. 



Canon Multipass C2500: With the 
Multipass there’s no need to enter numbers for a 
broadcast fax—just use the handy address book. 



Lumina 2000: The Lumina 2000 has the 
easiest front end, which is always up and 
running. With just one click, you can fax, scan, 
copy, create or edit broadcast fax lists, and even 
electronically transfer files to any other machine 
that supports Binary File Transfer. 


cco 
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Usability Test 



Job Jugglers 



Hewlett-Packard 

OfficeJet 350 

Canon Multipass 

C2500 

Xerox Document 
WorkCenter 

JetFax 

M5SST 

Lumina 2000 

Printer 

Type 

600-by-300-dpi black- 
and-white inkjet 

300-dpi color 
bubble jet 

300-dpi black- 
and-white inkjet 

300-dpi black- 
and-white laser 

Not applicable 

Document 

Feeder 

20 pages 

20 pages 

20 pages 

50 pages 

30 pages 


42 pages 35 pages 


Fax Memory 24 pages 

If you’re serious about print 
and fax quality, this is the 
machine to consider. 

Just Add Printer Why pay 

for a printer if you already 
have one? That’s the premise 
behind the Lumina 2000, an 
inexpensive box that sits next 
to your printer and turns it 
into a fax machine, scanner, 
and copier. The Lumina 2000 
works with any color or 
black-and-white laser printer, 
but it faxes, scans, and copies 
in black and white only. 

Its software works well 
with Windows 95, and the 


unit includes Eclipse Fax for 
faxing and DocuMagix’s 
PaperMaster SE for 
document filing. 

Unfortunately, the Lumina 
2000 doesn’t include a paper 
tray, and it’s too big to sit on 
top of many printers. But if 
you already invested in a laser 
printer, the Lumina 2000 is an 
excellent add-on. 

Paper Pushers So is it 

time to clear off your desk 
and purchase an MFD? 
Hewlett-Packard’s OfficeJet 
350 is ideal for budget- 
minded offices that need 


144 pages 8 pages 

dependable printing and 
faxing. And for the same low 
price as the OfficeJet 350’s, 
Canon’s MultiPass C2500 
adds color printing, but its 
faxing and scanning are 
average. If you can spend 
$3,595 for high-quality 
laser printing and serious 
broadcast fax features, 
JetFax’s M5 SST is for you. 
And finally, if you already 
invested in a high-quality 
laser printer, the Lumina 
2000 is an inexpensive and 
space-saving choice for 
faxing, scanning, and 
copying. WOODY LEONHARD 


notes 


Each multifunction 
device tested was 
attached to a Pentium 
machine running 
Windows 95. Our 
usability testers installed 
the software according 
to the manufacturer’s 
instructions, and ran the 
tests in factory-default 
mode [which generally 
favors speed over 
quality]. The Lumina 
2000 was connected to 
Hewlett-Packard’s 
LaserJet 4 printer. 

For faxing, we had 
each device send and 
receive faxes [of various 
document sizes] from 
other PCs running 
Windows 95, as well as 
from stand-alone fax 
machines. Our users 
also tested how easy it 
was to store fax 
numbers for individuals 
and groups, store pages 
in memory, and send a 
broadcast fax. 

In the copying test, 
ourtestersmadea 
copy of a magazine 
page at 100 percent 
[no reduction] and 
reviewed the results. 

For scanning, our 
testers scanned the 
same magazine page 
with the included 
software, and tested 
how easy it was to run 
OCR software and 
manipulate images. 

Print quality was 
judged by the consensus 
of our usability testers. 
Finally, testers looked 
at how well all the 
MFD’s components 
worked with the 
included software 
and Windows 95. 



310 


GUST 1996 






































Now There Are ^ Easy Ways 
to Get Photos into Your Computer! 

Newsletters, E-mail, Reports, Flyers... ANY document con be so much more memorable when you add photos! And now, great results ore 
easier than ever with Easyflmh SmartPage ond %'Photo Reader. Both let you to copy a photo into your computer just by pushing 
a single button. The possibilities ore endless! All you need is a computer and you con start using photos in your favorite applications today. 



Both products come with i^PhotO” software for best quality results with sharper details ond true 24 bit color. Includes ClearScan 
algorithms engineered to identify ond automatically brighten dark areas, Photo Workshop for easy photo enhancement and CleorPrint which 
automatically adjusts photo quality to give you sharper, true color prints for inkjet and laser printers. 



fmPh*to SmartPage 

Scans color photos up to 8x10" 

& Documents up to 8.5x14" 
Includes EasyPhoto 
and OCR Software 
Includes 10 page Automatic 
Document Feeder 


£tfsvPh*to Reader 

Scans color wallet size photos 
and snapshots up to 4x6" 

Easy Set-up - 

No board to install ^§ 

Motorized Feeder Tray 
for perfect scans every time 



EasyPhato 


Circle 259 on reader service card. 



Visit our web page at http://www.easyphoto.com/storm/ 
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Find Your Ancestors FAST 


Family Tree Maker™ Deluxe Edition 

does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 

Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder™ Index It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

“An Explosion of Information” 

With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library, Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from 


Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it “an explosion of information!” 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 

In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family. Then, Family Tree 
Maker will automatically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they’re perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 

Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even .your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don’t miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Today! 

; $69.99 New Version 3.0! 

i Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 

] For Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95 
j Call 3 800-474-8696 and ask for ext.1024 
\ 90-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 

j Sold at software stores everywhere or call us direct. 

WBroderbund 

i Banner Blue Division 
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Mission Slat. 
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never left home. 


People in my neighborhood call me the “Million- 

Aspire. To Do More. 

and-First Man.” Because these days, I’m into 

progress. And empowerment. That’s why I hooked 

up with the Acer® Aspire ." Jttk 

It helps me do more, for myself * 

and my community. I don’t just ’ 1; 

talk change and betterment, 

I make it happen. Starting with my own business 

plan. And the grant proposal that brought in 

A few more things 

start-up capital. All done with software that came 
I can do with my Aspire: 

preloaded on Aspire. Aspire also helps me take the 
Learn more about black history. 

word out to the streets. I use the powerful internal 
Access libraries around the world. 

fax modem to get politically involved. I get young 
Lobby my Congressman via e-mail. 

minds to open up with the high-speed CD-ROM 
Organize a church fundraiser. 

and the power of multimedia. They like the music 
Help local kids apply for scholarships. 

and the video, and the way Aspire looks. I like the 
And cruise around the Internet. 

message it sends. Aspire is truly a positive influence. 


ACQR ^ Everything You Aspire To. 


For the location of the Acer Aspire dealer nearest you, 
call 1-800-S29-ACER. Or visit us on the World Wide Web 


pentium' windows"* at http://wtvw.acer.com/'aac/ 

Circle 167 on reader service card. 


Every day, it puts more power in my hands. 


















Internet 


PC Computing’s 
Guide to the Best 
Of the Net 

BY RICH SCHWFRIN 



Hot on the Trail: Finding stuff on the Web can be 
impossible, but smart new search tools make it easier. 


providing a full-text index of more 
than 50 million pages. To help you sift 
through all these pages, HotBot uses 
parallel processing tc 
enhance its speed. 

The search engine 
also yields more 
timely and rele¬ 
vant information. 

Like many search 
engines, HotBot comes 
with a feature (called 
SmartRelevance) that 
indexes and records the position of 
every word found on a Web page. 

But unlike other tools, HotBot 
provides advanced-query features 
that go beyond simple keyword search¬ 
ing. What’s more, it hides its advanced 
features—such as Boolean logic—behind 
an elegant, easy-to-use interface. HotBot 
recognizes and indexes advanced formats 
like Sun Microsystems’ Java, Macrome¬ 
dia’s Shockwave, VRML, and multime¬ 
dia files. You can personalize HotBot’s 
interface by setting up a profile of prefer¬ 
ences. And if you don’t mind wading 


through a little advertising, you can use 
HotBot free of charge. 

Although HotBot shows great promise, 
even greater innovations lie ahead. By 
year’s end, search engines that actually get 
smarter as time passes—by learning what 
the majority of people are searching for 
and successfully finding—should find 
their way to the Web. Several labs are 
already at work on them. 


INTERNET SEARCH TOOLS 


The Great Web Hunt 


W ho has time to surf the Web any¬ 
more? These days you don’t surf the 
Web—you search it. But finding 
what you need often involves far more 
searching than it should. 

Sure, there are dozens of search sites out 
there to help you zero in on specific infor¬ 
mation. But most search engines are far 
from perfect and often serve up inaccurate 
or irrelevant hits. Try to find the popula¬ 
tion of Jordan, for example, and you’re 
more likely to turn up basketball stats on 
Michael Jordan. Look up microbreweries, 
and you could wind up with a detailed 
itinerary of some guy’s college road trip. 
There’s got to be a better way—and now, 
with the arrival of a new crop of Internet- 
search technologies, there is. 

Infoseek’s Ultraseek boasts more than 
1 million Web pages, and Digital’s Alta 
Vista Search Service catalogs more than 
30 million. But HotWired’s HotBot, a 
new search engine based on technology 
licensed from Inktomi (named for a 
mythological spider that brought culture 
to the Native Americans of the Plains), is 
the most comprehensive search site yet, 


FREE HITS 


lINTERHET TOOLS I 

Surfbot 

A must for any serious Web surfer, 
this Windows 95 Internet robot 
automatically grabs Web pages, 
downloads them to your computer, 
and lets you browse through them 
offline. Surfbot does all its work 
in the background, letting you 
get on with the rest of your com¬ 
puting life. 

File: SRFBT.ZIP Size/Time*: 1161K/ 

40 seconds 



Free Agent 

The best Usenet newsgroup reader 
you'll find, bar none. Read and 
respond to messages offline, search 
message threads, and automati¬ 
cally decode attached binary files. 
An e-mail module is included. 

File: FAGENT.ZIPSize/Time*: 717K/ 

25 seconds 


WebThing 

A superb Windows 95 HTML editor 
featuring a host of toolbars that 
make designing your own Web page 
a breeze. 

File: WEBTHG.ZIP Size/Time*: 1,939K/ 
70 seconds 

E-mail Connection 

This Internet version of the popular 
E-mail Connection program lets you 
easily send, receive, and manage 
your Internet e-mail. 

File: MCON.ZIP Size/Time*: 1.287K/ 

45 seconds 


•ESTIMATED DOWNLOAD TIMES ARE CITED AT 28.8KBPS; ACTUAL TIMES VARY. ALL FILES ARE AVAILABLE AT WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM. 


Personal Stock Monitor 

Retrieve stock quotes over the Inter¬ 
net for free. Enter the stock sym¬ 
bols, and Personal Stock Monitor 
accesses a quote server and sends 
you the prices. It also delivers high 
and low price alerts and automati¬ 
cally retrieves quotes at any time 
interval you specify. 

File: PSM.ZI P Size/Time*: 286K/ 

10 seconds 


FrameGang 

This tool makes building Netscape’s 
Navigator frames easy. Even if you 
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Instead of minimizing your running 
applications, click on the Windows 
95 system tray, and up pops a list 
of all the apps on your desktop. To 
launch any of them, just click. 

File: TOPDSK.ZIPSize/Time*: 87K/ 

3seconds 

Cool Edit 95 

The best Windows 3.1 sound-editing 
shareware is now available for Win¬ 
dows 95. Manipulate sounds any 
way you want—reverse, compress, 
filter, and create echo and reverb 
effects. Cool Edit 95 handles VOC, 
VOX, WAV, and PCM files, and 
includes a full-featured CO player. 

File: COOL32.ZIPSize/Time*: 1,090K/ 

40 seconds 

CD-Quick Cache 

Speed up any CD-ROM drive with 
this caching software. It stores fre¬ 
quently read data in RAM or a com¬ 
bination of RAM and hard disk 
space to make your CD-ROM read 
at lightning-fast speeds. 

File: CDQC32.ZI P Size/Time*: 335K/ 

12seconds 


Package Deals: Everything in One Place 

Windows Security Toolkit 

Are you sure your personal files and programs are 
safe from snoopers? The Windows Security Toolkit 
offers five security programs—including an 
encryption tool and a system-locking utility- 
plus advice on how to use them. 

Site:wvwv.zdnetcom/zdi/software/toolkits/tlkt0596,html 

Preston’s Picks 

Want the lowdown on the 
best shareware pro¬ 
grams on the Internet? Then check out Preston Gralla’s online column, 
Preston's Picks, where the noted shareware guru and author of the 
PC Computing Guide to Shareware site picks his personal favorites. 

Site:www.zdnetcom/zdi/software/prespick/prescrnt.html 


Image Catalog 
Roundup 

Get a handle on the graphics 
and multimedia files that are 
filling up your hard disk. Here 
are five of the best cataloging 
programs available. 

Site: www.zdnet.com/zdi/software/roundups/rndp0895.html 





have no knowledge of frame coding, 
FrameGang lets you build home 
pages visually and interactively. 

File: FRAMG.ZI P Size/Time*: 2141K/ 

75 seconds 

CuteFTP 

Say goodbye to the FTP command 
line and those awkward file trans¬ 
fers when you use CuteFTP. You’re 
not going to find a better graphical 
FTP program. 

File: CFTP.ZIP Size/Time*: 295K/ 

10seconds 

[PROGRAMS/UTILITIESl 

SmartBoard 

This superb Clipboard extender 
adds some life to the anemic Win¬ 
dows Clipboard. It lets you retrieve 
and organize multiple clips. 

File: SMTBRD.ZIP Size/Time*: 344K/ 

12seconds 

TopDesk 

Get fast access to 
all your Windows 95 
desktop shortcuts, 
folders, and objects. 



Snaglt/32 

If you ever have to print Windows 
screens or capture them to- a file, 
Snaglt/32 can help. It lets you cap¬ 
ture entire screens or portions of 



them, and save them in a variety of 
graphics formats. 

File: SNAG32.ZIP Size/Time*: 379K/ 

15 seconds 


[GAMES 


Duke Nukem 3D 

Who says life has to be all work? 
Blast your way to glory with this 
full-action 3-D game set in a futur¬ 
istic version of Los Angeles. Duke 



Nukem 3D features better gaming 
than Doom, but has graphic vio¬ 
lence and adult content. Parental 
controls are built in. 


File: 3DDUKEZIP Size/Time*: 5772K/ 
3 hours, 20 minutes 


Depth Charge- 
Deep Blue Troubles 

Man your battle stations! Launch 
Depth Charge—Deep Blue Troubles 
and blast away! This program 
comes about as close as you can get 
to being on a minesweeping naval 
destroyer. It features great graph¬ 
ics, sound effects, and animation. 

File: DEPCHG.ZI P Size/Time*: 433K/ 

15seconds 

Tyrian 

Arcade game fans should download 
Tyrian immediately. This extrater¬ 
restrial shoot-'em-up sends you into 

civilizations. ^ 

File: TYRIAN.ZIP Size/Time*: 1781K/ 

65 seconds 



[education 1 

Roxie’s ABC Fish 

great sounds and 
animations will have your kids 
learning in no time. 

File: RABCF.ZIP Size/Time*: 490K/ 

20 seconds 

DC Challenge 

This game-style program features 
13 exercises to help you learn about 
or teach electricity and electronics. 

File: DCCHAL.ZIP Size/Time*: 320K/ 

12 seconds 

[HOME/HOBBY | 

Car Book Plus for Windows 

Track auto expenses, mechanics’ 
fees, and routine maintenance with 
this easy-to-use program. 

File: CBPW.ZIP Size/Time*: 420K/ 

15 seconds 

Nutrisoft Compleat 
Nutritionist 

Lay off the bacon cheeseburgers 
already! Analyze your nutritional 
intake and structure a weight-loss 
program with help from this utility. 

File: NSCN.ZIP Size/Time*: 738K/ 

16seconds 


Inter, net is edited by Rich 
Schwerin. All Free Hits 
downloads are supplied by the 
ZDNet Software Library at 
www.zdnet.com/zdi/software. 
Contributors: PRESTON 
Gralla (Free Hits), Chris 
Lindquist, Ed Bott, and 
Ron White. Send Internet 
secrets to Rich Schwerin at 
Rich_Schwerin@zd. com. 
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Cool Tools! 


Web Essentials 

BY RICH SCHWER I N - Only a year ago you could count the number of must-have Internet 

applications on one hand. But these days, finding the best tools is a full-time 
job. Fortunately, we’ve done the hard work for you. From browsers and utilities 
to applets and plug-ins, each month we download all the newest tools and 
review them. See something you like? Check out www.pccomputing.com. 



WebAnaiyzer: Webmasters, keep 
your site current and your links valid 
with InContext’s WebAnaiyzer. 



Shockwave: Enjoy multimedia, 
animation, sound, and high-res graphics 
with Macromedia's plug-in. 



PRODUCT 

Verdict 

InContext WebAnaiyzer 

$149 list price 
[800] 263-0127 

Reader Service No. 806 

kkkkk Keeping your Web site fresh and up-to-date can be 

a real headache, and InContext's WebAnaiyzer provides quick pain 
relief. WebAnaiyzer offers a comprehensive, graphical view of every 
: page and link on your site and lets you fix problems effortlessly. 

Macromedia Shockwave 

Free; [800] 288-4797 

Reader Service No. 807 

kkfckk Dive into fully interactive multimedia over the Web- 
including animation, sound, and high-resolution graphics-with 
Macromedia’s free Shockwave plug-in. 

Microsoft Internet 

Information Server 

Free with Windows NT 4.0 Server 
[800]426-9400 

Reader Service No. 808 

kkkkk One of the best Windows NT-based Web servers 
is free-and it's well integrated into the latest version of Microsoft’s 
enterprise operating system. Internet Information Server boasts 
: powerful security, mind-blowing performance, and seamless 
management features. 

PointCast Network 1.0 

Free; [800] 586-4733 

Reader Service No. 809 

kkkkk If you don’t mind a few pesky advertisements, you’ll 
enjoy personalized news, sports, weather, and business and 
stock-market info 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The PointCast 

Network client is free, and so is the content. 

Progressive Networks 

RealAudio Player 2.0 

Free; [800] 230-5975 

Reader Service No. 810 

kkkkk Turn your browser into a global radio receiver with 
Progressive Networks’ RealAudio Player 2.0. Instead of downloading 
sound files, RealAudio lets you get live, streaming audio from a 
number of sources, including NPR, ABC, and PBS. Sounds great! 

Quarterdeck WebCompass 
Personal Edition 

Free; [800] 683-6696 

Reader Service No. 811 

kkkkk Searching the Net for something specific can be 
frustratingly difficult Quarterdeck's WebCompass Personal Edition 
lets you query multiple search engines in parallel using a 
straightforward interface. 

Virtus 3-D Website Builder 

$99 est. street price 
(8003847-8871 

Reader Service No. 812 

kkkkk Build your own three-dimensional VRML worlds 
quickly and easily with 3-D Website Builder's cool drag-and-drop 
interface. It's a great way to add true-life walk-through dimensions 
to an otherwise flat, two-dimensional site. 

VocalTec Internet Phone 3.2 

$49 est. street price 

[800] 843-2289, [201] 768-9400 j 

Reader Service No. 81 j 

kkkkk VocalTec's Internet Phone 3.2 lets you call friends and 
businesses worldwide over Internet protocol connections. The 
sound quality is amazing, and the phone calls are free. Plus, VocalTec 
offers a trial copy for download. 

Berkeley Systems Web.Max 

$39 est. street price 

[800] 344-5541, (510) 540-5535 \ 

Reader Service No. 814 

ktrkk With Web.Max, Berkeley Systems makes Internet utilities 
fun. Web.Max includes Net Retriever, a search tool; Web.Max TV, a 
news-retrieval module; Web.Max Phone, a Web phone; and Max, an 
animated dog that lives on your desktop and helps you surf the Net. 


kkkkk Excellent -kMrk Good kkk Acceptable kk Poor k Unacceptable 
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For an extremely low price, you can have high performance and easy installation from the modem 
PC Magazine called “most bang for the buck.’The Practical Class 288 is a great modem for a small 
office,home office or for your own personal use. It features 28,800 bps transmission speeds and 
easy-to-use data/fax software to get you up and running on the Internet fast. The Practical Class 288 
is backed by 7 day technical support and a lifetime limited warranty. What , 

a value! For REBATE info, call 800-649-8018. For literature, use PRACTIFAX 
at 800-225-4774 and select document 3010. ^PERIPHERALS 



ProClass 288 EZ-Port™ Up to 230K bps throughput. 
EZ-Fbrt pop-out telephone connector. Uses 90% less 
battery power than other modems. Compatible with 
all major PCMCIA notebook computers. Flash memory 
supports easy upgrades. 5 year limited warranty. 



ProClass PC288LCD V.34 Exceptional performance 
and unique vertical design. Large LCD text display 
provides 50 h status messages. Easy to use menu buttons. 
Up to 230K bps throughput. Windows data and fax 
communications software. Lifetime limited warranty. 


ittp://wwwpractinet.com. 
1 through August 31,1996. 


Circle 253 on reader service card. 









Internet 


[C ool Tools] 



RealAudio Player 2.0: Progressive 
Networks’ RealAudio Player turns your 
browser into a radio receiver. 



3-D Website Builder: Don’t settle 
for a flat, static, 2-D site. Build a dynamic 
VRML world with Virtus’s Web tool. 


mrmmm: 
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Internet Phone 3.2: VocalTec’s Net 
phone is a terrific way to place long¬ 
distance calls via TCP/IP. 



ABC Quicksilver: Micrografx’s free 
Quicksilver plug-in lets you edit 
graphics and publish them on the Web. 


PRODUCT 

Verdict 

Corel Web.Gallery 

$69 est. street price 

[800] 772-6735, [613] 728-3733 

Reader Service No. 8 ij 

irkhk The Canadian clip-art kings have served up another 
winner with Web.Gallery, a collection of more than 7,500 graphics 
files and over 215 photographs customized to spice up your Web pages. 

It gives you plenty of bullets, buttons, and banners, too. Beautiful. 

Globalink Web T ranslator 

$50 est. street price 
[800] 255-5660 

Reader Service No. 816 

ikizikik Parlez-vous Web?cSehabla Web?Sprechensie Web? 
Globalink’s Web Translator can translate sites shown in French, 

Spanish, or German into English-and vice versa-automatically!The 
translations aren't always perfect, but it works. 

Graphix Zone ExpressNet Suite 

$49 est. street price 
[800] 828-3838 

Reader Service No. 817 

i&r£rk For one low price, Graphix Zone’s ExpressNet Suite 
includes Netscape’s Navigator 2.0, Net access via the Earthlink 

Network, a Navigator tutorial, Internet Phone, SurfWatch, more than 
a half-dozen plug-ins, and a microphone. 

InterGo Communications InterGo 

$50 est. street price 
(214]424-7882 

Reader Service No. 818 

i&rfck Parents, students, and educators who want to tap into the 
Internet's vast research reservoir should grab a copy of InterGo. It 
includes a Web browser and access to InterGo’s selection of links to 
educational and research-oriented sites on the Net. 

Metz Netriever 

$39 est. street price 
[800] 447-1712 

Reader Service No. 819 

'fckfck Like any good dog, Metz Netriever fetches stuff so you 
don't have to. It’s an easy-to-customize browsing utility that 
automatically retrieves Web text and graphics and saves them 
locally for quick, offline access. 

Micrografx ABC Quicksilver 

Free; [800] 676-3110 

Reader Service No. 820 

'Mvfcfc Mark down ABC Quicksilver as a must-have on your 
plug-in list. Quicksilver lets you use Micrografx's ABC Graphics Suite 
on the Internet, so you can place, view, and interact with graphic 
objects inside Web pages. 

Microsoft Frontpage 1.1 

$149 est. street price 
[800] 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 821 

irfcfrk Microsoft's FrontPage is one of the best ways to set your 
sites on the Web. After acquiring Vermeer, the creator of FrontPage, 

( Microsoft slashed the software's price, added Web page creation 
( wizards, and packed it with features. 

DocuMagix HotPagel.O 

$79 est. street price 
[800] 362-8624 

Reader Service No. 822 

■&&& With HotPage, DocuMagix took its document-management 
expertise and applied it to Netscape’s Navigator. HotPage captures 
and organizes Web content into a File Cabinet where you can 
manage, link, and merge pages quickly and easily. 

First Floor Smart Bookmarks 2.0 

Free; [800] 639-6387 

Reader Service No. 823 

’Mrfo Organize and monitoryourfavorite Web sites for new and 
updated information using Smart Bookmarks' intelligent-agent 
technology. Includes Yahoo’s top 350 Web sites, already bookmarked. 

Grasp Information Knowlt All 

$50 est. street price 
[800] 683-2561 

Reader Service No. 824 

If you can’t keep track of phone numbers, contacts, and 
appointments without a personal information manager, why try to 
manage your Web wanderings without one? Knowlt All lets you collect 
organize, categorize, and assimilate the wealth of information you 
gather online into a convenient and useful knowledge base. 

Iconovex WebAnchor 

$49 list price 
[800]943-0292 

Reader Service No. 823 

Saving a lot of Web pages on your hard disk for research? 

Get organized and indexed with Iconovex’s WebAnchor. It analyzes 
HTML and rich text format documents, finds significant words 
and phrases, and compiles a useful index that hyperlinks the terms. 

LinkStar Site Launcher 

Free; [954] 426-1350 

Reader Service No. 826 

'kfrk You've constructed a killer home page. Now what? 

Eliminate the hassles of uploading your page to an ISP’s server with 
LinkStar’s Site Launcher. It's a free, one-click publishing solution 
that makes putting up your home page easy. 


•Mrtrkk Excellent -kfcfck Good irkk Acceptable irk Poor ★ Unacceptable 
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QuickMarks 

The best way to organize and 
manage your bookmarks and 
monitor websites. The only way 
to guarantee you'll never lose 
a bookmark again! 



Starfisl 

Internet 




% 


NetClock 

The accurate, automatic way to 
synchronize your system clock! 



NetMeter 

The smart way to track 
online time and slash 


QuickZip 

The fast, easy way to Zip and 
Unzip files by drag-and-drop. 
100% compatible with PKZip. 


Introducing the Essential 
Utilities for Every Internet User. 


Built for Every Internet User 


First we spent months analyzing the 
needs of Netscape Navigator and 
Microsoft Internet Explorer users. Then 
we assembled a team of star engineers to 
bring you Starfish Internet Utilities— 
the most comprehensive, powerful, fully- 


integrated collection of Internet utilities. ,0 ™ se Cyberspace.” FINALIST 


An Offer You Can't Refuse 


every time you go online. PC Computing 
calls it “the intelligent way to cruise 
Cyberspace. ” Boost your online productivity now! 

Don’t miss our risk-free introductory 
★ ★★★★ ygggv offer! Call today! 

PC/Computing 

“Excellent: The intelligent way 


Netscape’s Perfect Companion 


Starfish Internet Utilities integrate seam 
lessly with your Netscape or Microsoft 
browser. These essential utilities— 
QuickMarks, NetMeter, NetClock, and 
QuickZip—have been crafted to boost 
your productivity and save you money 


Special Introductory Offer 

(*£<*") 


The Experts Applaud 


The Experts all agree. PC Computing 
gives Starfish Internet Utilities their 
highest five-star rating. PC Magazine 
calls it “very elegant.” Byte Magazine 
granted it the prestigious “Best 
of Comdex 96” Finalist award. 




COMPUSA COMPUTER, 


<5 

Starfish Software 

Smart Internet Solutions 






Starfish and the Starfish logo are trademarks of Starfish Software. © 1996 Starfish Software 
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Finally, there's a UPS that belongs on TOP of 
your desk and not by your feet. 

MINUTEMAN's new Pro Series packs a host 
of new features and unprecedented power 
protection in a tiny, ergonomic package, plus an 
unmatched three year-warranty. 

Good looks may go a long way for some 
desktop products, but the Pro Series has so 
much more to offer PCs, servers, networks, and 
even telecommunications equipment: 


• Full protection from spikes and surges 

• Battery backup during blackouts 

• FAX/modem/data line protection 

• Available with power management 

software (280 VA and above) 

• Hot-swappable batteries 

• Automatic battery management 

• Intelligent microprocessor 

• SNMP-ready (280 VA and above) 

• Models range from 200 VA to 1400 VA 


Minuteman is the first company to offer you 
a smart UPS with automatic voltage regulation 
for under $100. 

Call us to find out more about MINUTEMAN's 
New Pro Series, and see why we say its the first 
UPS to reach the desktop. 



800 - 238-7272 


www.minuteman-ups.com 

MINUTEMAN UPS • 1455 LeMay Drive • Carrollton, TX 75007 • Phone: (214) 446-7363 • Fax: (214) 446-9011 • 24 Hour Info by Fax (800) 263-3933 
Circle 280 on reader service card. 
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Wired for 


RY CHRISTOPHFR IINDQUIST Money, money, money. Every business could use more of 
it. The Web is full of information on how to make—and 
keep—as much of that hard-earned cash as possible. Of 
course time is money too, so we decided to save you both by 
compiling some of the best financial resources on the Web. 



LOANS That great idea won’t 
mean much if you can’t come 
up with the dollars to put it into 
action. Hit these sites for 
information on public and 
private funding sources and 
venture-capital firms. 

BankWebWeb 
sites of hundreds 
ofU.S. banks 
organized by 
state, and dozens 
ofintemational 
banks listed by geographic area. 
www.bankweb.com 

FinanceHub If you're looking for capital, 
add your idea to this searchable database 
used by investors. 
www.catalog.com/intersof/vc 
Financing Your Business 
A comprehensive list of government- 
funded programs to help you get your 
business off the ground. 
www.sbaonline.sba.gov/business 
Ji nances 

Yahoo! VC Directory Dozens of 
companieswanttogiveyou money! 
Yahoo’s index of venture-capital 
companies is a great place to look for them. 
www.yahoo.com/Business/Corporations/ 
FinanciaLServices/Financing/ 
Venture_Capital 


TAXES There are three sure 
things in life: death, taxes, and 
the Web. Although writing 
checks to Uncle Sam will 
never be much fun, these 
Web-based tax-information 
resources may take some of 
the sting out of April 15. 

IRS Flome Page 
Everything you need 
to knowabout taxes, 
plus tons of filing tips 
and dozens of forms 
forindividualsand 

www.irs.ustreas.gov 
Maxwell Laboratories Taxing Times 

1996 A list of links to state-tax information, 
phone numbers, and Web sites. 
www.scubed.com/tax/state/state 
Jndex.html 

Research Institute of America 

The latest news on federal, state, and 

local taxes, as well as retirement- 

and estate-planning information. 

www.riatax.com 

Tax World Local, national, and 

international taxation lore, and a unique 

section on tariffs dubbed “A History 

ofTaxation.” 

omer.cba.neu.edu 


ORGANIZATIONS Noone 
likes to go it completely alone— 
not even entrepreneurs. Look 
here for instant access to 
information from many small- 
business organizations. You’ll 
also find helpful tips on 
handling your finances. 

National Small Business 
Development Center 
Research Network 
A clearinghouse filled 
with resources for small 
businesses. 

www.smallbiz.suny.edu 
National Small Business United 

Up-to-the-minute legislative information 
that could affect your business finances. 
www.nsbu.org 

Small Business Foundation of 
America A useful collection of executive 
summaries culled from research on small 

pinakes.miep.org/sbfa 


GOVERNMENT The federal 
government isn’t all 
bureaucrats, red tape, and 
sound bites. Several 
government organizations 
maintain top-notch Web sites 
packed with useful business 
and financial information. 

FedWorld Information Network 

A one-stop site 
with links to just 
about every 
federal agency 
that's online 

www.fedworld.gov 

Small Business Administration Links 

to small-business information, including 

state and federal regulations. 

www.sbaonline.sba.gov 

U.S. Business Advisor Agateway to 

the U.S. Postal Service and more. 

www.business.gov 


Global Cash: Exchange Rates 


MONETARY CONVERSION 
Need to know how many 


Converter marks, guilders, or lira your 

dollars will buy? Want to calculate the payment on that 
potential loan? These sites will give you a hand. 

GNN/Koblas Currency Converter An easy-to-use site that tracks currency 

exchange rates on a weekly basis. 

bin.gnn.com/cgi-bin/gnn/currency 

Hugh Chou’s Financial Page Financial calculators for mortgages, loans, and 
leases, plus links to other finance-related Web sites. 
ibc.wustl.edu/mort_links.html 

The Universal Currency Converter Choose your starting and ending currencies, 

and this site will convert the values for you. 

www.xe.net/currency 



Tax Info For You. 
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DIRECTORIES If you’re ona 
business-specific search, don’t 
waste hours with a general- 
purpose search engine. All 
you have to do is look here— 
the following sites contain lists 
of financial-services 
companies geared toward 
businesses. 

The All-Internet Business-to- 
Business DirectoryAcomprehensive 
directory with thousands of links to all 
types of businesses. 
www.webcom.com/biztobiz 



Commercial Finance Online Search 
forfinancial services in more than 30 
categories, including accounting, 
bookkeeping, credit investigation, and 
banking. 

www.cfonline.com 

World Wide Web Virtual Library You 

name it, it's here-you'll find information 
on jobs in finance, security price quotes, 
and much more. 
state.edu/dept/fin/overvw.htm 


WALL STREET Keep tabs on 
your investments and stay in 
touch with news that affects 
your business—it’s all here. 

Bloomberg Personal A great source for 
worldwide financial news. 
www.bloomberg.com 
CNN Financial Network Loads of 
up-to-date financial information from 
CNN. You can even download transcripts 
from recent programs. 



E-Trade This inexpensive service handles 
all your securities trading. You also get 
20-minute-delayed stock quotes. 
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[internet Expert] 


Put Newsgroups to Work 



BY FD ROTT 


I nternet newsgroups inhabit the oldest, 
dustiest corner of cyberspace—a place 
where plain text is the only currency that 
counts, and there’s plenty of it to go 
around. All told, Internet newsgroups han¬ 
dle more than 500MB of text-only traffic 
each day. And while much of it is meaning¬ 
less babble, there’s gold to be found there as 
well. If you aren’t aware of what’s in the 
newsgroups or how to sort 
through them, you’re miss¬ 
ing some of the most useful 
and entertaining informa¬ 
tion on the Net. 

By far the most popular 
source of Internet news is 
Usenet. The organizational 
standards of Usenet have 
changed very little since its 
early days: Groups of mes¬ 
sages are stored in news- 
groups, which are arranged in strict 
hierarchies that define what subscribers 
can expect to find in each. 

The Usenet hierarchy follows the dot¬ 
naming convention found elsewhere on the 


Net. Top-level domains include comp 
for computer-related subjects (such as 
comp.os.os2.advocacy); rec for hob¬ 
bies, the arts, and pop culture; soc for 
social issues and world culture; and sci 
for science-related subjects. There are a 
variety of unofficial newsgroup hierar¬ 
chies as well, including the infamous 
alt category, home of alt.binaries 
.pictures.erotica.tasteless and other 
groups guaranteed to raise the blood 
pressure of any bluenose. There are 
also local newsgroups 
(try ba.food for San 
Francisco Bay Area 
restaurant recommen¬ 
dations), as well as private 
groups for subscribers of 
Internet service providers 
like Netcom. A well- 
stocked server can include a 
staggering 14,000 groups. 

Inside each newsgroup 
you’ll find scores of mes¬ 
sages, each consisting of a header, a subject 
line, and an expiration date. Follow-up mes¬ 
sages use reference numbers to organize 
lengthy conversations into outline-style 
threads that readers can use to keep track of 


the online flow of information and ideas. 

To tap into Internet news, you need 
newsreader software. Most Web browsers 
also handle news (type news:* for a list of 
available newsgroups). First, though, you 
need access to a news server, which you can 
get either through your employer or by 
using an Internet service provider along 
with a newsreader like Forte’s Agent. You 
also need patience to work your way 
through flames (personal attacks), spam 
(wildly off-topic, usually commercial posts), 
and other bandwidth-sucking distractions. 


A well-stocked 
Usenet news 
server can 
include 14,000 
newsgroups, 
which handle 
up to 500MB of 
data per day. 


[Tips, Tricks, and Techniques! 


If your time is valuable, 
invest in an offline 
newsreader. 

Even if your Internet service 
provider doesn't charge by the 
hour, you'll benefit from using a 
good offline newsreader; keep 
in mind that even the best- 
managed news hosts regularly 
bog down under the weight of 
Network News Transfer Protocol 
traffic. If you slow down to the 
network’s pace, you’ll spend 
more time looking at the 
hourglass than reading news 
threads. Offline newsreaders, on 
the other hand, save you a lot of 
time because they gather news 
for you while you work on 
something else. 


What’s the best 
newsreader? 

If you insist on a newsreader that 
supports message threads, you 
have three excellent no-cost 
choices. The best is Forte’s Free 
Agent, which lets you work online 
or off, download headers on one 



pass, disconnect, and tag topics for 
retrieval on a second pass. If your 
news needs aren't demanding and 
you already use Netscape’s 
Navigator 2.0 or later, check out 
Netscape’s serviceable news 
client, which unfortunately doesn't 
do offline processing. Not to be 
outdone, Microsoft made a beta 
version of its promising Internet 
News and Mail Reader available 
for free download shortly after it 
quit CompuServe and opened its 
own news server in April. 

Before posting a question, 


questions (FAQs). 

Why? First, because they're the 
fastest way to get answers [and in 


the process you’ll probably find 
answers to questions you didn’t 
even know to ask). And second, 
because you'll avoid inspiring 
flames, which are lousy for your 
blood pressure and add to the 
noise level on the newsgroup. 
The best place to look for FAQs is 
in the set of newsgroups 
designated as ’.answers. The 
mother of all FAQs, with upwards 
of 900 files, is news.answers. 
There you'll find information 
ranging from the trivial (cult TV 
shows and more information on 
body piercing than you probably 
want to know) to the serious (a 
half-dozen religions are there, 
along with detailed information 
on organ transplants, depression 
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HOW IT WORKS INTERNET NEWSGROUPS 


News Hosts provide a direct link to Usenet news. The host’s 
owner decides which newsgroups live on the server and who 
can access the news feed. The server keeps messages up-to- 
date by exchanging files with other cooperating news hosts. 


Organization is the 

server’s primary job. 

It uses information in 
message headers to 
arrange posts into 
hierarchical threads 
within each 
newsgroup. Host 
software conserves 
disk space by 
automatically deleting 
messages after a 
specified time has 
passed. 


News Postings consist of message headers, which 
store details like the author’s name and the ID of the 
message to which the header refers. The message body 
contains only ASCII text, although UUencoding utilities 
let you share binary files such as graphic images. 
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support groups, and several other 
sobering topics). 

How do you find a specific 
post in a sea of news 
messages? 

Try a Usenet-aware search engine 
such as Digital’s Alta Vista 



Exciting Newsgroups: Try 
Excite's Usenet search engine 
to find specific news messages. 


(www.altavista.digital.com) or 
Excite (www.excite.com). Both 


services include extensive news 
feeds and allow full-text searches 
of their archives. Best of all, when 
you find a message of interest, you 
can use your Web browser to read 
it immediately without having to 
open a separate application. 

Make sure you select the Usenet 
option before clicking on the 
Search button. 

How private are the posts 
you send? 

Newsgroup postings are anything 
but private. If you expect the 
comments you post to a 
newsgroup to be restricted to a 
small circle of regular participants, 
think again. Thanks to online 
search engines, nearly anyone can 


track down anything you've 
posted to Usenet simply by 
searching for a few keywords, your 
name, or your e-mail address. Ask 
yourself how you feel about 
today’s casual comment becoming 
instantly accessible to a 
prospective employer tomorrow- 
or five years from now-before you 
click on the Send button. Think 
twice; post once. 

Newsreaders can send and 
receive text only, but you 
can use news postings to 
exchange binary files. 

It's common to see nontext files 
(typically graphic images, less 
commonly executable files) sent as 
newsgroup messages. The trick is 


converting these files to encoded 
text, posting them as one or more 
messages, then decoding them at 
the receiving end. There are 
dozens of UUencode/UUdecode 



utilities, and most decent 
newsreaders handle the task 
automatically, including the three 
newsreaders mentioned earlier. 


www.pccomput: 
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Net Kahunal 


Webward, Ho! 




The good thing about business travel is that it happens most 
frequently to the people who deserve it: salesmen. Oh, 
you’re a sales rep? Nothing personal, pal. We’ve all been in 

I sales at one time or another. But you know what I mean—the coach-class 
claustrophobia, mattresses as soggy as waffles, waffles that taste like mattresses, 
and the if-it s-Tuesday-Tmust-be-in-the-wrong-city feeling of 
disorientation. The Internet’s no upgrade to first class, but it softens the 
m bumps and freshens the stale mind when you have to be on the road. 

Serious business travelers should take our advice: Get online before you get 
on that plane, train, or automobile. You’ll find a bounty of travel resources, 
lcluding the gems we’ve culled for you here. 


’ MapQuest 
' Interactive Atlas 

k First stop, Map- 
" Quest Interactive.Atlas. Fill in 
the addresses of the businesses 
you’ll be visiting, and get street 
maps packed with landmarks and 
street names. But forget panning 
and zooming the maps—they’re 


you anyway? A real com¬ 
puter user buys plane tickets with 
a PC. And this is the Web site to 
help you do it. There’s no charge 
for belonging to PCTravel. You 
search for the best prices (as well 
as news about the latest fare 
wars), place your order, and the 


PCTravel" v 



slow enough to make roses bloom¬ 
ing look like a contact sport. 


PCTravel 

■sWnWrHold it! Don’t call your 
travel agent. What kind of wimp 


Take Flight: Fly the friendly 
skies of your PC—buy your 
airline tickets with PCTravel. 

tickets arrive the very next day. 
The site maintains a profile of your 
preferences, making ticket buying 
easier than a phone call. 

www.pctravel.com 

TravelWeb 

itfrk PCTravel got you off to a 
good start. Now hitch up your PC to 
TravelWeb to make your hotel reser¬ 
vations..This site lets you choose 
from dozens of features and price 
ranges, and you can even see 


photos of prospective hotels. Then 
use TravelWeb to make your reser¬ 
vations. Simple, n'est-ce pas? 

www.travelweb.com 

Staying Healthy in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America 
irkk The main goal of any trip 
is returning alive. Dirk Schroeder, 
a research associate at Emory 
University—a guy with ScD, MPH 
behind his name—is on your 
side. He lays on more than you 
really want to know about immu¬ 
nizations, malaria, blood transfu¬ 
sions, insect bites, what you can 
eat and drink, and, uh, personal 
cleanliness. But sooner or later 
you’re going to visit this site— 
either now when it can do you 
some good, or later when you have 
to drag your notebook into the 
hotel bathroom. 

www.moon.com/staying.healthy/travel • 


Cash In: Currency Converter 
does just one thing. But it does 
it extremely well. 


conversions to any of 49 foreign 
currencies. It’s a wonder your 
mother let you out alone. 

www.taponline.com/tap/travel/ 


Currency Converter 

irkkfck Did you know you just 
gave that waiter a $200 tip? Are 
you crazy? Surf to Xenon Laborato¬ 
ries’ Currency Converter, type in a 
dollar amount, and get up-to-date 


The World Bank 
ickkk Now that you’ve got the 
right kind of change in your pock¬ 
ets, you may need to know, oh, the 
price of logs in Cameroon. You can 
find out prices of commodities 
around the world and access 
spreadsheets full of additional eco¬ 
nomic data from The World Bank. 

www.worldbank.org 

t@p Online 

No trip is complete 
without a Turkish bath, and there’s 
none better than the Gellert Baths 
located at the side entrance of the 
Hotel Gellert in Budapest. This is 
just one of the tidbits you can glean 
from the travel section of t@p 


Ratings: "kkkkit Oh, Concorde attendant! More champagne!! "kkirk Business class, en route to Jamaica. Coach to Tulsa, 

between two fat guys, irk Greyhound to Newfoundland. One-way. ★ Thumbing to nowhere in partic—Hey! Yeah, same to you! 
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Online, which is also the source of 
Currency Converter. The online 
magazine's travel stories are clever 
and authoritatively written—both 
real and armchair travelers will 


Tap into Travel: T@p Online 
gives you the lowdown on all 
kinds of world travel. 

enjoy them. The entire online mag¬ 
azine is cool, for that matter. 

www.taponline.com/tap/travel/ 

WebFIyer 

irkfcfc Now you tell me if this 
makes sense: You spend several 
miserable hours on an airplane. 
Some dinosaur is sitting across the 
aisle snoring like a chain saw, and 
the kid behind you has already bro¬ 
ken three of your ribs with his kick¬ 
ing. But, you tell yourself, at least 
you’re getting all those frequent- 
flier miles—so you can spend even 
more miserable hours on a plane. 
OK, if you understand that, then 
check out WebFIyer. It’s put 
together by Randy Petersen, a guy 
who’s so obsessed by frequent-flier 



miles that, well, I find it kind of 
scary myself. The site includes 800 
Web pages containing 600 graph¬ 
ics, all of which let you figure to 
the inch how far different airlines' 
miles will carry you. 

yvww.insideflyer.com/ 

Annual Freddie Awards 
★★★★ While you’re at WebFIyer, 
check out the nearby Annual Fred¬ 
die Awards. The site’s first con¬ 
cern is frequent-flier programs, 




looking for A funeral? Make your 
plans using Ed’s III Celebrity Server. Check 
the health of ailing celebrities, or suggest your own additions 
to this morbid list. 

.net/users/efoley/ 


your lady or gentleman 
love. 


THINGS THAT GO BUMP 

Join Roadkills-R-Us to get the 
latest going prices for 
creatures who have bit the 
asphalt. Then the next time 
you go driving, don’t come 
back empty-handed. 

www.rru.com/rru 


FORGET HALLMARK Create 
electronic greeting cards using 
your own words and an 
assortment of 
designs and artwork 
ranging from 
Batman to the 
Sistine Chapel to A-bombs. 
www.tenn.com/igc/lettershort.hlml 



NET, CRACKLE, POP 

Flake World 
is a tribute to 
our favorite 
breakfast 
repast. Also, cereal 
boxes as art, and a 
parade of the toys that 
came inside them. 
www.flake.com 


JUST CALL ME LONNA Do you, too, suspect you have a 
Hawaiian name? Find it here—and after your ancestral roots 
are restored, linger and explore the virtual isles. 
hisurf.aloha.com/Find.html 


natch, and there are so many 
award categories that it makes 
the Emmy Awards seem reason¬ 
able. Find out what others think 
about the rewards programs of 
airlines and hotel chains. 


(yeah, way subtle) created this vir¬ 
tual museum from his collection of 
bags. He names and describes 
more than 100, but he includes a 
photo of only one. Strange, but it 
sort of figures. 

rampages.onramp.net/~stevebo/airsick 


also links to information about 
Asian airlines and hotels. 

www.asiansources.com 


Jet-Lag Sites 

★★★ Jet-lagged after all that 
traveling around? Check out the 
Sunbox Designs page. The company 
will be happy to sell you an illumi¬ 
nation device that cures jet lag— 
and the winter blahs. And the 
Melatonin Central site tells you how 
melatonin cures the lag. 


Air Sickness Bag 
Home Page 

☆★Still feeling a bit queasy? 
Maybe it’s time to rush over to the 
Air Sickness Bag Home Page. 
Steven J. Slickpicklehamburger 


Asian Sources On-Line 
★★★★ I’m sure you know not to 
book a business deal in New Delhi 



Asian Sources 
On-Line 

Asian Know-how: Learn 
the cultural ins and outs of Asia 
before your next trip. 

on October 2. Why? It’s Mahatma 
Gandhi's birthday, you culturally 
myopic white European male! 
Before you plan a trip to Asia, 
check out Asian Sources On-Line’s 
public-holidays page. There are 


Road Kill Diaries 

***** If the World Wide Web 
can’t do anything to alleviate your 
traveling blues, it can at least 
commiserate with you. Tune in to 
Road Kill Diaries, a series of 
anonymously written, angst-filled 
travel horror stories. You’ll also 
find helpful and informative 
entries about airlines and hotels, 
as well as tips on how to survive 
your next trip. 

www.tridentgroup.com/roadkill.htm 
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HotList. 


b by JAGK LYON 

Bookmarks of the Rich and Famous 


And... action! This month our spies fed candy to aliens, wrestled with 
dinosaurs, and even survived a few Kate Capshaw movies just to take a 
sneak peek at the secret bookmark list of Hollywood wunderkind 
Steven Spielberg. And just as we thought, the publicity-shy moviemaker 
lets his work speak for itself. See what lies behind the eye of the dynamo 
director—here and online at www.pccomputing.com. 


Subway Map 
www.k2nesoft.eom/sutiwa# 

: routemap/indsthtml 
The Money Pit 
The US. Military 
www.yalmcom/Govemmeiit/ 
Militate 

Amazing Stories 

O. J. Simpson Case 
trt.com/QI/oi.lita! 


“Phone homa”-E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 

Central Source Yellow Pages 
www.teleplioiielxrt.com/ 

“Youcanfly.”-Hook 

Hie Wright Brothers Page 
www.efin^.com/shawtmoTrgefWeMTve.htmt 

“I hate snakea"—Raiders of the Lost Ark 

Mastering Phobias 
ourvw 3 rtd.compuserve.com/homepages/Richard_Stentf 

“Oh, rats.”—Indiana Jones and the last Crusade 

Mickey Mouse 
www;a^ites.^ttiilds/Mrtey.lttml 

“Pass the mashed potatoes.”—Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind 

Food Art • 

nwites«l.ooiiittiioMM)iiow.iitml 


Gremlins 2; The New Batch 

19% Dodge Neon 
www.4adodge.com/neon/ 
Poltergeist 
The Art of Noise 
www,phlab.mtsmedti/ 
-atmosjon/aon.trtml 
Something Evil 
The Spam Haiku 
Archive 

www.nffic.a3u/“}ch8/s(jam/ 

shaJital 


FAMOUS UNES 


“Do p hear something?”—Jurassic Park 

Understanding Hearing Loss 
www.txiystovm.org/chfcrunfferst.htm 

‘Vfe're gonna need a bgger boat”-Jaws 

Titanic Home Page 
iccr£-h>swfch.gil.com^u/~d3lgany/mam.htmt 

‘They’re here.”-Poltergeist 

Meeting the In-laws 
fermi.clas.virginia.edu/~sfflw4s/adq/meetirig.trtmt 

“Yabba-dabba-doo!”-The Flintstones 

Babble 

www.ttia.upf.es/~gtfirtuat/bafabte.ang.tjtmf 

“What time is it?”—Back to the Future 

World (Wide Web) Time 
dev-com.com/~advantageAime.btm 


WreonarrassiotthmiGod.” 


Back to the Future 

Albert Einstein 
www.ecn.cz/clieinstein.tital 


Close Eocounters of the 
Third Kind 

Elvis Sightings 
wwwM.net/~tilate/ 


Twister 

Chubby Checker 
www.cdj.com.te/cdj/lahets/ 
charly/cdl043.htm 

Gremlins 

The History of 
American Motors 
hDme.wortdweb.net/--ston^i/ 
m3M 


Jaws 

Orthodontics 

www.dataptenet.com/aii/ao.tital 

E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 

Illegal Alien 

www.batti.ac.uk/-ro3dlg/ 

motorsport/GE.iltegal.alien 


The Color Purple 

What Princess 
DianaKeeps 
www,osatoday.coMifafepeciat/ 

Empire of the Sun 

Sun Microsystems 
www.sun.com/ 

The Flintstones 

Geology Home Page 
























• NEW Network-ready Notebook 

• 11.3" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Sound with 
Built-in Dual-ported Speaker 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• IrDA-l Port 

• 19mm Optical Trackball 

• 3.5" Floppy Drive 

• 6.1 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warrantyt 

• Upgrade to a 1.2GB hard drive, add $400. 

• External Dell 4X CD-ROM, add $359. 

PICTURED SYSTEM 


• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 12.1* SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Linder 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 1.3GB hard drive, add $400. 

• 2nd Lithium Ion Battery, add $249. 
PICTURED SYSTEM 


BUILD PERFORMANCE WITH 


THESE OPTIONS. 

DELL DIMENSION ADD 

1.6GB/3.2GB Travan Tape Back-up.$249 

3 Year Next-business-day, On-site Service.$99 

28.8 Data/Fax Modem.$129 

Win95 Mechanical Keyboard.$29 

3Com® EtherLink® III Network Interface Card.$79 

DELL LATITUDE ADD 

Upgrade to 16MB RAM.$249 


$3899 

Business Lease: $140/Mo. 
Order Code #800047 


$3499 

Business Lease: $129/Mo. 
Order Code #800051 


Upgrade to 24MB RAM .. 


Upgrade to an 810MB Hard Drive.$200 

28.8 XJACK®/Cabled Modem.$259 




\ 
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100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL LATITUDE XPi 

• NEW Network-ready Notebook 

• 10.4" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• PGI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Sound with 
Built-in Dual-ported Speaker 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• IrDA-l Port 

• 19mm Optical Trackball 

• 3.5" Floppy Drive 

• 6.1 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Dell Latitude DeskDock ™ station with 
Advanced Port Replicator, add $229. 

$2699 

Business Lease: $100/Mo. 

Order Code #800053 


100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL LATITUDE LMP100SD 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 11.3" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 16MB RAM, add $249 

,* Upgrade to an 810MB hard drive, add $200. 

$2799 

Business Lease: $104/Mo. 

Order Code #800049 


3Com Ethernet 10BASE-T Network Card.$159 jj 

Nylon Carrying Case.$69 Dy 

Leather Carrying Case.$129 

DIRECT NEWS ON THE INTERNET 


For free updates on Dell's product offerings, pricing 
and other news electronically, send an email message 
to “DirectNews-request@dell.com." 

Please use the word "subscribe" as the body of 
your message. 


■ Pentium Pro Chip-based Workstations 

■ Pentium Chip-based Desktops 

■ Pentium Chip-based Notebooks 

DUL 

U.l.ltl.ldil - 

800 - 723-1635 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In CanadaT call 800-233-0750 

[ Keycode #02137] 












































REMEMBER, THE MONEY YO 
SAVE COULD BE YOUR OWN 


200MHz PENTIUM 1 PRO PROCESSOR 

200MHz PENTIUM PRO PROCESSOR 

200MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL DIMENSION™ XPSPro200n 

DELL DIMENSION XPSPro200n 

DELL DIMENSION XPSP200s 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 32MB EDO Memory 

• 16MB EDO Memory 

• 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 4.2GB Hard Drive [12ms] 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 

• 4.2GB Hard Drive [12ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7’ v.i.s.) 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.Ls.) 

• NEW Imagine 128 Series 2 Graphics 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator 

Accelerator with 4MB VRAM 

with 2MB VRAM 

with 2MB VRAM 

•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS® Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows® 95 (N.F.I.) 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Microsoft 8 Windows NT™/30 Days 

• Microsoft Windows NT/30 Days 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty* 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• 1.6GB/3.2GB Travan Tape Backup 

★ Now, Microsoft Windows NT 

4.0 Upgrade Coupon included at 

★ Now, Microsoft Windows NT 

4.0 Upgrade Coupon included at 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

★ Upgrade to 64MB of EDO Parity 

* Upgrade to 32MB of EDO memory, 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

, memory, add $549. , 

add $249. , 

1 


> Mini Tower Model 

■ 32MB SDRAM Memory 

■ 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 

’ 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7’ v.i.l 

■ 9FX Motion Graphics Acceleratl 
with 2MB VRAM 

■8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 


1 AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Ce 
* Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers I 
Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days! 
Free Support/MS Mouse 
3 Year Limited Warranty 
PICTURED SYSTEM 


$3699 $2599 $3449 $2699 


Business Lease 0 : $133/Mo. 

Business Lease: $96/Mo. 

Business Lease: $128/Mo. 

Order Code #500287 

Order Code #500286 

Order Code #500285 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P166s 

DELL DIMENSION XPS PI 66s 

DELL DIMENSION P133t 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 

• 16MB EDO Memory 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2.5GB Hard Drive [12ms] 

• 2.5GB Hard Drive [12ms] 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

with 2MB VRAM 

with 2MB VRAM 

•8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

•8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• Integrated Sound Blaster 16 Sound 

Free Support/Dell Mouse 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

★ Upgrade to 3 Years of On-site 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Service a add $99. 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 



$2999 $2299 $1999 


Business Lease: $100/Mo. 


• 16MB EDO Memory 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

• 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/Dell Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 


r 28.8 Data/Fax modem, add $12M 
• ACS-5 Speakers and Sound BlaU 
16 Sound, add $99. 

$1779 


NEW STANDARD 3 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY WITH ALL DELL DIMENSION SYSTEMS. 

'Offer valid in the U.S. only and applies to this system if purchased between 6/1/96 and 9/30/96. Up 
responsible for shipping and handling charges. tPricing is not discountable. + " 

Suite D, Austin, TX 78758. ^Business leasing arranged by Leasing Group. Inc. .. 

service may not be available in certain remote locations. ★Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subject to change without not 

trademarks of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks and Windows NT is a tradernc... ___,_ 

trademark of US Robotics Mobile Communications Corporation. 3Com and EtherLink are registered trademarks of 3Com Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights rest 


.. Microsoft 

psnvHrn window^r 































GET THE MOST INCREDIBLE 
MEMORY EVER. 

(JUST TO BE SAFE, WRITE DOWN OUR PHONE NUMBER.) 


i 

( 







It's the memory of the future: 
Synchronous Dynamic RAM (SDRAM 
to you). And this new 166MHz Pentium 
chip-based Dell Dimension XPS PI66s 
has it. Finally, your PCs won't be held 
back by the limitations of asynchronous 
EDO memory. Finally, with everything 
tied to the same clock, you can enjoy 
smooth, predictable performance at 
astonishing speeds. Finally, you can 
have a hedge against obsolescence. 
And the technology once reserved only 
for high-end workstations can be on 
your desktop. So check out the specs, 
limber up your dialing finger and give 
us a call now. Come to think of 
it, maybe you should tie a string 
around that finger first. 


Dell's featured computer artist is Diane Fenster of Pacifica, CA. 


D6U 





Pentium Windows'95 



H. I .hl iHl 

800 - 695-4756 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada* call 800-233-0750 

| Kaycode #02135~| 
































